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r'Hs LIFE OP 

ARTHUR CAP EX> 

JE A R L O F ESSEX, . 

TAKSN FROM VUZ 

BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA. 



ARTHUR CAPEL, eldeft fon. 
of Arthur, lord Capel, fucceeded his 
father in his honour ; and, after the 
reftoration of King Gharles IF. on ac- 
count, both of his father's loyalty and fufFerings, 
and his own perfonal merit, was advanced to 
the dignity of vifcount Maiden, and earl of 
Eflex, April 20, 1661, with remainder of the 
fame honour, for want of iflue male, to Henry 
Capel, Efq; his brother, apd the heirs malp of 
his body ; and, for want of fueh iflue, to Ed- 
ward Capel, Efq; his younger brother ; he was 
made affo Cuftos Rotulorum, and lord lieutenant 
jrf the county of Hertford ; and fome time after,' 
a 3 of 
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of the county of Wilts, during the minor! 
the duke of Somerfet. In his younger 3 
his education was negledted, by reafon o 
civil wars ; but, when he came to man's ag 
learned the Latin tongue, and made a great 
grefs in mathematicks, and in all the other 
of learning. He knew our law and conftitt 
well, and was a very thoughtful man. A 
appeared early againft the court, King Ch 
imputing it to his refentments, refolvcd to r 
ufe of him ; and accordingly, in 1670, 
hin> enibaffador to Denmark, wdiere his b 
viour in the affair of the flag gained him li 
reputation {a). At his return, in 1672, he 



(fl) His beba'viour in the affair of the flag gained bim ^ 

reputation^ The King of Denmark had or^red the e 

nor of Croonenburgh to make all ihips that pafTed (hil 

him. So when lord EfTez was failing by, the goveraoi 

to him> either to ftrike to hi^n, or to fail by in the nigb 

to keep out of" his reach : otherwife he muft (hoot, firft 

powder, but next with ball. Lord Effex fent him a rci 

anfwer, " That the Kings of England made others ftrt 

«* themi but their (hips ftrucl? to none : He would rfol 

<* through in the dark, nor keep out of his reach j -i 

<* be (hot at him he would defend himfelf." The gdv 

did (hdot'at him, but oh de(ign (hot over him : or, acc^ 

to fpme, tore bis rjgginig. '!»" was thotight great brav| 

his iordfhip ; yet he reckoned, it was impolTible the gof 

ij^ould endeavour to fink a (hip that brought an amfcM 

Lord Eflex's firft bufinefs wftB to juftify his behaviour in 

iing to. ftrike. Now^ at his going from England, Sir 

Cotton bad. dedred him to take fome volumes of liis li 

that related to Dani(h affairs ; — which he took, withon 

prehendtng that he (bqukl have great occafion tQ nfe t 

But this accident made Kim fearch into them. And he 

very good materials to juftify his conduct; fince' by f 

treaties it had been expnefsiy ftipulated, that the Engliili 

of war (houid not ftrike in (he Dani(h feas. Thtara^< 

cliaraCter lb high at court, that i( was vfrk oyer to hii 
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'twom of the privy council, and made lord 
Kcutenant of Ireland. 'How he; came to be raifed 
'to this pod he could never under ft and ;* for he 
oever had pretended to it ; and he was a violent 
en^my to popery, not fo much from any fixed 
principle in religion, in which he was too loofe^ 
as becaufe he looked on it as an invaiion nlade oil 
the freedom of human nature. He began hi$ 
journey towards Ireland July 22, with a very 
noble equipage, and arriving at Dublin, had, on 
Auguft 5, th^ fword of ftatie delivered to him. 
In his governnient of that kingdom, he exceeded 
ail that had gone before him, and was a pattern 
to all that (hould come after. He ftudied tc> 
linderftand well the conftitution and intereft of 
iJie nation. He read over all their council books, 
and made large abftrafts out of them, to guide 
Um, fo as. to advance every thing that had beea 
at any time fet on foot for the good of the 
kingdom. He made fcveral volumes of tables 
of the ftate, and perfons that were in every 
coiinty and town ; and got true diaradiers of all 
that were capable of ferving the publick. And 
he jj)referred men always upon merit, without 
toy application from themfelves ; and watched 
over aJl about him, that there (hould be no bribes 
among his iervants. But notwithftanding thefe 
noble qualifications, and his great fervices, he 
was recalled in 1677, for complaining that pay- 



B^ht exped every thing he fhould pretend to at his returiL 
The governor of Croonenburgh was ordered to beg his pardon 
upon his knees in the open ftreet 1 which he did, the earl 
fiaading in 9 balconj of his lodgtng|k 
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meats wer? not regularly mad^ in Ireland (i), and 
^efuf^ng to pafs the accounts of the carl of Ra- 
6elagh, who had the naan^emci^t pf the revenue 
in that kingdom. Upon his return to England, 
he becaijie one of the leading men in ,the houfe 
of lords i and one of thoi^ that declared ag^inil: 
'the eari of Danby.. That Igrd bping fopn after 
diifplaced, the earl of EfTex was admitted , int^ 
the n^w. privy council, which was formed uppi^ 
]^njby*sdiferac^^and was.oneof.thoieibur leading 
ipflfinb^rs orit, whp had thf djroftiop of af&irs ; 
^eTreafury lifeewiTp being pjit in cpnfimiflioni 
jie was ;appoinied -fifilt and chief comin}fi9q<^ 
f it (Oy oa^the. l>^eoty-§rft of ApriJ^ »67§f 
T^t he refigped tha^ office (d) tl\c,vjknpt&of^^<ijf 

' — ■ : — ' — ' '^ > *./ . ■ r-T— i.i>i ' ! ■ 11 1 

* f^) ^<f wfl/ re-falkd—^/Qr ccanl^laining that faywKenls iver* 
mr regularij/ made in Irelanif!^ The eafl 6f ftanelagb, wlu-t 
Ihen minaged the revenue'of thtet kin gdom, tt4d undertake 
^ fufm(h Hi9 Kini; tTith'n|oi9iy« for ibe liviidiflg.^f Wittdfoli 
Aut of tbei neveaue of IrdlAijId. Aad jf vi^ beiifBv<Ki^;'ibi 
ducHefs of Portfrnouth had a gr^at yearly penfioQ jouc of hU 
office. By thisTXieans, payirtents in Ireland wcrc^ not regularly 
li^e, ofwhicli Hie earl ir^Eflex coMptamed; Tlitf'R{nj^ 
^i^Dtir4 not. QWR hfv^ much iv.Had fiom lord RaoeUgh,^ Alii 
pieiTedilDrd EIT^ to, p^(s |^s accquata. He aofwer^il^ ^ 
could' ;iot p^afs tLem as accounts : bii^ if eke King wttdd 
forgive lord 'Rartelagh, hewoulcf pafs a difcharge^ but noTan 
]4i account. -The King was not pleaied with this, nor ^itf 
1)18 ex|i£bie|iin th?i.goy£tr<)m(Qt ^ it .reponched hk owii'lM 
iTiuch- Sd he took. a refojutioa about, this tifAe 4o diff^imq 
t}ie earl of EfTeX) and to piit. the duke. qf Qripond again, ia, 
KiiToaDm. . ; - • ' 

, (^) He ^Luas . apfmnted fojl Com m ifftan ete^ -^f she ^ivafitfy'} 
"Wherein he applied himfelf to the regulating the King's cx- 
pirice, and the improvement of the revenue. His clear* 
though How, fenfe, made him acceptable to the King. 

♦ (d) He refigned that office'] \ Upon the difcovery of the 
meal-tub-plot, he and the eari of HaHfttx prefltd the King 
vehemently to call a parliament immediately. But the King 
thoughts ^^ >f ^ pacliament ihopld meet while all mens fpi- 

rits 



^ovetnber/ fdUdwing, and oontimied ifow^er 
jMttof the privy council; ^ ; Whcsa the cxdufion 
fci tti^e^Uke of' York was ddbatsdin' the houie 
.of lordSji the carl 6f Bfiex'appeored agsinft it ; 
^d hi, ^dd the ^arlof ^aliiaxy prnpofed'Atch 
iiinitations of the Duke's ^uthorityi when the 
IprowA Xhould idbvolve on jhim (ir), aswotdddif- 
Mbte htm 'firC)i!n do^ng- any bacni in chturch^ or 
itate. lis4K^ag4Ufo4hii^-4«»^-A)bferyk»t to^^he 
«ourtj ds ta be for the diffdution, tadier than 
the prcurdgation* of the parliament, in -July t6y^ 
And was^ pi^e of the chief perfcMis that occaConeg 
the Dukd oiF Monmouth's, and the earl df 
iShaftsfbury's, difgrace.; But feeing what viol^it 
meafiircs were going ori, and particularly being 
named as an accomplice in the mea)rmb 
jploty he refiygoed his place, and turned againft 
the ccmrt. ' Accordin^y, when the Bill or Ex** 
diifion wais brought a fecond time into the houfe 
'-- - - ■- -• i '" 

rita Wcjre Iharppniecf bj this Aew difcovery, he wpfiJjdjfind 
them ta v^orfe temper than ever. When the King could not 
be prevailed on .to do that, the ear! of EflTex left the Trca- 
ftiry. The King was Very uneafy at this. £iit lord Eflez waa 
firm in his resolution, not to meddle with that poft more, 
iince a parliament was not called : yet, at the King's earneft 
defire, he condnued, for fome time, to go to council. 

(r) He propcfed — limitations of the Duke of Tork^s authority^ 
^uch as, the taking out of his hand all power in ecclefiaftical 
matters ; the difpofal of the publick money ; with the power 
of peace ^nd war, and the lodging thefe in both houfes of par* 
liament^ and that ^^hatever parliament was in being, or the 
lad that had been in being at ihe King's death, fhould meet 
without a new fummons, upon ir, and afTuroe the admim* 
ftration of affairs, ''i lie lords EiTex, Sunderland, and Hali-% 
fax, three of the leading members in the new privy-council» 
were for thefe limitations ; but the carl of Shaft(bury, the 
fourth of the managers, declared highly againil any limita- 
cions, which occadoned a breach between thofe lords; and 
the three firll,' joining together, were called, the Triumvirate 

a 4 of 
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of lords, he argued vehemently for it : and n 
an extraordinary propoial for fecuring the es 
dients ofljnred in the room of that bill (/). 
February 1680-1, attended by fifteen peers, 
pieTented to the King a petition, fubfcribed 
himfclf and them, wherein they requefi 
the parliament might not fit at Qxfc 
but at Weftminfter {g). Alfo, he 1 

(f) And Made an extrawdinarj frvp^fal frr ficuringAi 
fediuUs^ &c.] He moved in the houfe of k»|Kby That 
Aflbciation fhould be entered into to maintain thofe expc 
ents, and that feme cautionary towns (hould be pot into t 
hands of the Aflbpators during the Kiii^s life, to ntke th^ 
i;ood after his death. But thovsh this was agreed co» in 
thm houfe, it came to nothing ; vba King looking upon it 
a depofing of himfelf. 

(f) He prefented a petition^ At the prefenting of it, 1 
made a fpeech to the King, in the name of himfielf, and tl 
lords hy whom it was fub&ibed : wherein he declares, Th; 
obferving from hiftory and records, how unfortunate mac 
aflemblies had been, when called at a place remote from tl 
capital city [of which he brings inftances]. And confidei 
ing the prefent pofture.of affairs, the many jealoufies and d!i 
contents that were among people, they had great caufe to ap 
prehend, that the confequences of a parliament at Oxford 
snidit be as fatal to his Majefty and the nation, as thoie he 
hadmentioned. — The grounds and reafons which they gave 
for their opinions in the petition itfelf, were. That the lords 
«nd commons could not be in fafety at Oxford, but. would be 
daily expofed to the fwords of the papifls, and their adherents, 
of whom too many were crept into his Majefty's guards ; the 
liberty of fpeaking, according to their confciencesy would 
be thereby deftroy^ ; and the validity of all their a£ls and 
proceedings, concerning it, left difputable. The ftreightneft 
of the place did no way admit of Aich a concourfe of per- 
fons as now follows every parliament. The witnefles that 
were neceflary to give evidence againfl the popilb lords, 
judges, and others, whom the commons had impeached, or 
had refolvcd to impeach, could neither bear the charge of 
going thither, nor truft therafelves under the protection of a 
parliament, that was itfelf evidently under the power of 
juardf and foldiers. 

an 
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an interview with the earl of Shaftlbury, before 
he fet out for Holland ; and generally converfed 
with him, and the Duke of Monmouth, lord 
RuiTel, Algernon Sidney, and other perfons that 
were thou^t difafFefted. . All which fteps ren- 
dered him fo obnoxious to the court, that he 
was ftrudk out of the lift of the privy counfel- 
lors. Ajodf in Junef i68j, being accufed by 
the lord Howard of Efcrick, of being concerned 
in the Rye-houfe confpiracy, called otherwife the 
Fhanatic or Proteftant plot, he was committed 
to die Tower (fi). On the thirteenth of July fol- 

(b) Being accufed'^ being concerned in tbe Rye-bmfe con* 
J^acy^^^ was commuted to tbe Tower. ] Before he waf 
impeachedy he ilaid for lonie ttme at his hoofe in the conn- 
tty\ and ieeined fo iicde apprehenfive of danger, that his own 
ladj did not ima^ne be had any concern on his mind. He 
was odfered to be carried away very fafely ; but he would not 
flir. His tendernefs for lord RuUel was the caufe of it : for, 
Ke dumg^t his going t>ut of the way might incline the jury 
to believe the evidence the more, for his abfconding. He 
ieemedreiblvedy as fbon as he fkwhow that went, to take 
care of himfelf. When a party of horfe, that was fent to' 
fetch hiin up, came to his houfe, he was at firft in fome dif-' 
order, yet he recovered himfelf. But, when he came before 
the council, he was in much confuHon. He was fent to the' 
Tower ; and there he fell under fo great a depreflion of (pi«' 
rit, that he could not deep at all. He had fallen before that* 
twice under great fits of^ the fpleen, which returned now' 
upon him with more violence. He fent by a fervant, whom 
he had long trufted, a very melancholy meflage to his wife ;' 
'* That what he was charged with was true : He was 
^ forry he had ruined her, and her children.**— *— But 
when he found how (he took his condition to heart, without 
feemihg concerned for her own (hare in it, he was much' 
calmer. As to this plot, very few now believe that the earl 
of EiTex, brd Ruflel, 8k. had fo great a ihare in it, as the 
court then affirmed. Tis very poflible, that the evident vio» 
Jations of liberty and property, improved by the nearer prof*- 
pedb of popery^ -fliig^t provoke many of tj^e nobility and 

gentry 
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able {Uture, flender in body, adorned with ti 
comely countenance, mixed with gravity and 
fweetneis, and was eafy of accefi ; Ms mind was 



fuch thing from htn : that his My in {mrttcalar affirmed^ that 
he uied to fpeak againft felf-murder with an emotion beyond 
what was caftoroary to him, and that he often declav^. 
That no drcomftances whatibever conki extenuate the gnik, 
or lefien the infamy, of fb unnatmal and wicked a fa6t. 
a. That he cookl have no fuch premeditated defign. For, 
the day before his murder, he had ordered fan fervants to 
brine up out of the country feveral veflels of fflver, neceflary 
for drefiing of viauals. And had laid in a oonfiderabie quan- 
tity of the beft of wines. MoreoTer, that he hud given privatcf 
dtre^ions to his fteward,to place himielf as convenientiy as he 
could at the lord Ruflel's trial, the better to take the evidence 

r'nft him in (hort hand, and convey it to htm. 9. That 
news of the earl of EOez's murder was publickly talked 
of at feveral diftant places, before it was perpetrated ; namely, 
two days before, at Andover in Hampfliire : the day before, 
at Warminfter in Wiltfliire ; add the fame day it was cooh* 
mitted, at Froom in Somerfetihire, ninety miles from Loftdoii. 
And, therefore that it was contrived, and done by other?, 
4. That JaneLodeman, a young woman about thirteen, and* 
William Edwards, a yOuth between thirteen and fowteen 
years of age, being at the Tower that morning the earl 6k 
£flex was found murthered, they faw a bloody rator thrown 
out of his chamber-window : which the boy going to uke 
up, a (hort woman, in a white hood, came out of captain 
Hawley's boufe, where the earl lodged, and fnatching up the 
nzor carried it in ; immediately after which, muraer waa 
cried out The boy denied tins afterwards, but is faid to 
bave been terrified by one of his iifters, who told him, that 
he would roin his father (who had a place in the cuftom> 
houfe) and the reft of the family^ if he perfifted in it, ai^d 
would bring both himfelf and his father to be hanged. The 
prevarication of chief juftice Jefferies and captain Hawley, 
was very glaring upon this point : for they infilled, that ao« 
thing could be well thrown out of the dofet-window where 
the earl was found murdered; whereas the boy and girl 
both, fpoke of the chamber, not of the dofet-window ; 
(. That the {print of a bloody foot appeared on one of my. 
lords ftockings. That the neck, or middle of his cravat^ was 

cut 
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fedate, but his difcourfes were generally free and 
pleafant • and his demeanour very civil ; his 
promifes were real and fincere • his reprimands 



<ut in four pieces ; and tied (b hard, that there was reafoa 
to guefsy an attempt had been made to ftrangle him with it. 
6* That his ]ord(hip*s body was taken out of the clo(et, where 
h was found, dripped and waflied, and the cloaths carried 
away; and, alfo the dolet and rdom, werewaihed, before 
the coroner's inqueft were permitted to fit on the body; 
which was not till the day after the murder was committed. 
One of the jury defirine to lee the clothes, the coroner told 
liiro, ** They were called to fit upon jfny lord's body, and 
** not4)n his clothes ; and that it was fuffident they had feen 
^ the body> «id received an account upon oath how it was 
'* found." 7. That it was impofiible the earl (hould cut hit 
own throat in the manner it was done. The twochirurgeoni 
who viewed the body with the coroner^ depoM, ^* That the 
^ throat was cut frofn one jugular to the other^ and throu^ 
** the wind-pipe aiid gullet, pntp the vertebres of the necky 
*' both jugular veins being alio quite divided." Now, the 
razor wherewith he was faid to have killed himfelf, being a 
iinall French razor, about four inches and a half long at 
moft, without fpill or tongue at the end of the blade, it 
could not be held with ftrength and fteadinels (ufficient to 
make fuch a wound^ a wound eight inches Jong and four 
indies deep, unlefs the hand and fingers grafped two inches 
of it at lead ; and how the other two inches and a half bf 
the razor* could make fuch a long and deep wound, as de- 
(cribed by the chirurg^ns, in incredible. 8. In ihort, it 1$ 
faid. That this murder was committed by theDukeofYork^y* 
contrivance and diredion, and perpetrated by the earls of 
Sutherland and Feverfliam, and Paul Bomeney, my lord'is 
valet de chambre. In proof of which it is oblerved, 9. That 
.t)ie King and Duke of York were that morning in the Tower» 
from fix o*dock till nine, where they had not been for twelve 
years before, ip. That ihecentinels, which ufed to be changed 
every two hpt^rs, continued upon duty from four to ten o'clock 
in the morning ; being, probably, perfons that could bed be 
trufted. Ho^nrever, that the day but one after the murder, 
they were called together, and ftriaiy'chai^ed not to Ipeak 
of what they had feen or he^rd. But captain Hawley having 
whiipered fometbing about it, was found murther^l* And 

Robert 
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fintrt and bgenious^ having a quick apprd 
fion I . good elocution, found judgment, g 
courage, and refolution unalterable ; he was 
ways wary and circumfpeft in council, when 
jcndeavoured.to obftruil all arbitrary power, j 
the increafe of the pdpidi intereft, having a f 
ticular regard for the eftabliHied religion of 
country : tho' others affirm, that he was \ 
loofe in point of religion ; and that he had 
odd fet of fome ftfange principles. With re] 
ilto his pQlitical notions, he thought, the obu 



Robert Meak, oae of the centmels, not being (6 (ilfiit as d 
fired, was murdereil, aod thrown into the Tower-^kc 
IT. That a frate, at the lower eiw) of thofe apartmen 
where my lord EfTez was confined, which ufed to (land ope 
iWmi monung till night, was all tftat morning kept Ihut, b 
a fpecial order, till his lordfiiip was dead, la- That tb 
King and Duke having been at the lieutenant's houfe, aboa 
the- middle of the alley where the earl was imprifoned, tht 
Puke did foon after, with feveral wairing upon hira, withdraw 
iftom the King, down into the alley, the gate whereof was 
ftlH kept (hut. 13. That the Duke having withdraw A from 
the King, feveral peribnawereimapediately fent from his Me 
towards the earl of Eflex's lodgings, which returned not dil 
after his death. 1 4* That Paul Boineney was juftiv fiifpeAed 
jl^ the reft of my lord's ferfanrt, by the laft earl of EOlex, 
and many other perfons, to be the author of his maftei^s death. 
IJpon that (ufpicion, the tountefs difmifled him out 6f the 
family. But he was, thereupon^ cherifhed and entertained - 
by the court, and made one of the life-guards^ As an evi- 
dence of his guilt, he was extremely frightened at the enquiry 
made into his mailer's death. 1 5. But that the court waa 
alfo acceflbry tb this murdet, is ftrongly fufpe^ed, becaufe 
they fo earneftly difcouraged all manner of enquiry into it. 
For one Mr. Lawrence Braddon, who was very a£ti?e in dif- 
covering the true authors of this barbarous murder, was fined 
2000 1. in the King's-bench, and Mr. Hugh Speke loool. * 
After all, by whom it was committed, is one of th6fe fecrets, 
which cannot be fully rjcveaied dll the laft great day of ac- 

ONlfitS. 
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tion between Prince and fubjeft were fo equally 
mutual, that upon a breach of the one fide, the 
other was free. He was very temperate in hi^ 
jdiet, ftrift in his juftice, tender of his honour, 
and conftant to his friend ; he delighted much iii 
his library, which enabled him to fpeak on all 
occafions with applaufe, and would fpend his 
vacant hours in viewing of records, and learning 
the mathematicks, Thefe were his diverfions, 
together with recreating himfelf in his fine gar- 
dens, and pleafant groves, which were of his 
own plantation. He married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Algernon earl of Northumberland, by 
whom he had fix fons and two daughters. But^ 
only Algernon, the fifth fon, and the youngeft 
daughter furvived him. Her name was Ann, 
and flie was married to Charles earl of Carlifle. 

Algernon, Earl of Eflex, was gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to King William, colonel of ^. 
regiment of dragoons, ferved under him in Flan- 
ders, diftinguilhed himfelf at the battle of Lan- 
den, and attended at the great congrefsin 16^. 
In the reign of Queen Anne, he was conftable of 
the Tower of London,lieutenant general of her ar- 
mies,and colonel of Dragoons. He was alfo, in both 
reigns, lord lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulorum of 
Hertfordfliire and St. Albans. He died Jan. 10^ 
1709-10. leaving ifliie by the lady Mary Ben- 
tick, eldeft daughter of William earl of Port- 
land, William the late earl of Eflex, and two 
daughters, the lady Elizabeth, and the lady 
Mary. William the prefent earl of Eflex 13 
wnder age. 
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A£t of Uniformity, lord Eflei fends a draft of a 
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(hips. % 
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. forfeit|:d l^nds.in Ireland.. '. ,,.;;* -;; . .1*. 

,To ^tLoTiLTfiffurir*^ Same A»x^^ y.Qp, th.e fub- 
jeA of the 49 officers petition. Excufes.^^kMnfelf 
frqm'promifuig Mrs* Willpighljy^any^of \jh^ C^ 
cor4atU,m money, l)ut wili grp^ify, ^ lif $here 
fliould he any furpln^* • _/ / . ^ .; «»..,, ^ - JJ54 

To Mr. feaytary Cov^fOry. , T?%^ J»W.. j| vj^^jj. 
Gives hio) fi further account of thr ^^ptmr<^9f .^the 
Spajufli yeflel; / Doubts whpsther hjs Mijel^y mQr 
not challenge,, as l>is difiqitjcr, die w^olc fea be- 
tween England and Irejfind/ Cvftqo^i ic^ i675'ge« 
nerally amounted to 30,000!. p^ann^^^ .. ^25 

To^ the fyme. . Dated June 2, 1675., > Ji^epomniiends 
Mr.:U(hcr. . ' j. ; .''t ;■: ^58 

To Lord MaJJareen. Dated Juiic 4, 1 675. - How the 

tories may be fuppreffgd; .^ ib. 

To Lord Conway: Dated June 5^ ^675. Cqneern- 

ing*h is going to England. '^59. 

To Mr, Qodolphin. Same date. On the fame fub- 

jed, ' 262 

.'.']■' \, <' To 
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To Afjr. 0$(Uphin. Same date. Infernu him who* 
. aie proper to be lords juftices in his abfeoce from 
, his governineiic* ^ ^ 264 

To Sir Arthur C€p$l, Same 4ate« Gives his brother 
reasons w% the aflSurs of Ireland cannot be^^wiell 
. fettled unlefi he goes to England., 2165 

To Lcrd .Rtmilagk Same^Pate; Informs him 'twitt 
f ^Sl fome time to fpeak with his lordihip's far* 
. mers, &c. a66 

To il^. fecritary Civentry. Dated June 8, 1675. 
Contains fofle account of the proceedings of the 
< fortes. in the. counties of Wexford and Cather- 
^ lough. lA. 

ToiSxe, Lord Treafwrer. Dated June 9, 1675. QC 
his going. to England) and the pqribns fit to gofera 
in his abfence. 269 

To ibe.fami. Same date. To the. iame purport as 
the preceding. tfjx 

To Lmrd Cmwaj. Same date. AflureiJiim that no 
; apprehenfions of lofing his employment ihal| de- 
• ter him./rom doing his duty. Speaks of his Jn* 
. tended journey to Eoglaiid ^ wholly calculated for 
the public good), and not for any private finifler 
end. 272 

To Mr. Gadilpbm, Same date. Defires him to in- 
tereft all the noble writer's friends againft appoint- 
ing aideputy in. his abfence. 274 
To Jftii IbHkrd^ Same date. Obferves that his 
intended journey is. of great . importance to the 
King's fervice^.jand the good of the kingdom. 275/ 
To Mr. Goiolpbin. June I2> 1675. Defires him to 
difi:over.tho.(ierron.that t^thelord Treafurer he 
. had &nt>a^copy of his let^r.tp lord Arlington^ 
Says» that; the prcpointtpntr for c^liog a piurliaaienc 
. in Ireland take at leaft fix months. : 276 

-i c To 



thftt Muoe 4ikii to mlUk m» <go t» Sftghttili Ob- 

4(tfrves, that Ireland mkj be coni|«NMl «fr 4 iM", 

iipoil wh<ilb (Udth ^ nm^ch ««i )tlMm»# Mftcng 

^ 49i€ifo^> #beii -every Me ptAi «tfd Mtfs^wltatfce 

^Q for himfelf. «78 

To Sir tkmj €lJipi(, ««iM Ate, pmBfU^ilm$ tA 

' going «d EngtiiAd; ^' * «8o 

T^' the Earl of Orrery. Same date. Is ^M « tear 

^ 0f his Idrdfhipfe Wft aritNil) 4it. slfi| 

T«tlie£/#ryiriiMii{jy>. iBlaiiiiii^M^/ iHAirM' hifti^e 

lias ftoppe4 tfie fsfffing^tPf ^^lie gMnt *to <AeMfR>p 

. of Offory. ifij 

lr6 th^ jf^/'^^ l^^M^J Dm! j[iln4 ftJ$, «tfsJ 

* ReQaftim^nd«ioqri«Mi'^ii(m€«n^ 

To^ Mr. ficretary C&ventry,. Same Ani»;« 'Ooiitflns 
i an ac^Qium^ ftnie<tft7 p i W i feite y^ rrtn^eibfbb 
7 nclufion of fome of the aldermen;, Gtar^Acrof 
« alderraanSniMi/- M^A^iet^cm/imgWm^/AK^ 

Tt> «h^ tiraT^Bf/uref-: S^e^Me. (ofiuefe^ito the 

CdhM^)Hi^f^rta6^t1y(e^i«gi»6^ '/ ^8g 

W^i ^r Hinf^ Gsfel;^ ^^SlMe Ihct.- i«iMll(i4l|imtliat 

- v^e will decide the queftion betMreen the diriM of 

- ^O^moiifl tftfvd the ceffninifliMiM'^ ii ^«itaftBry, SQ 

• -ihUl^^il -bf Ak 'judgirtcW.J • ••' * : -^i ' : ' I;: : i ) . ifgi 
To Lord Conway. Da«^' ^^ilrtllft I19, t^j. ! Aeaivks 

< a1tngii1ark7iVlordOi(H0lWVen.. Wl^^ tfarfia* 
%n«lit 4n If^Aailid MMIMpt be talttd!^^^^ 
to(M'k) Cn^aftd.' ^N^pik hmi fviity iaf Jbnie 

' ' Mittoi(» ^aiw»7 '"^ -"' . • . • '• »^^ 

"toLvrgRnndif^. Sitftife«WI«.' AffiMt Ms^nHhip 
4lif fits Ycj^ 4brr|Stl!s ^^ildM^fWe* ftm Aifiin- 

v^>Mi!^iiig^<^ MlM«'«f #cir 

' Anoint epemips.- - - •• > »- * i V / J T..».: , : -^i*. 

' •-' •> To 
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. Awr^u^ fhe^^lifaMmjF of tto fMbp^gatol «f feh^Te^ 
|^imt)l^|iii|f Ilta^Mri^^ irrig|»rihr 

lMtfli(Wii«aiit:««ir.eoiaHi9wBagliii^ Ahl ^^94 

T# AIr./e€9fMf^eh9mmf, Saitie dftMi IVmi|» out 
foiile:4Mifts in iMitter. ol f(naii..in M» Mijirfljf^ 

. tetter, autborizing the lord lidMttMni to mpm to 

C^l^y •* a iMMr for daM |Rirpofiri> agoee»faklc»the 
. {precedents of thofe in the dulcrof OnHtfodVirite- 

t4 Mfimm.^ SMOiifK : Thuiks Ae ftbictarjr for 

• the part he aded in inclining the Kulg to feiMKfor 

IMl to tngkmd. Obferttt* Sik^ AidMit FoMkfe f» 

M» Miiilltaiig' ID ofdomlD* cfae oficr of a k>rd 

. |iiftice. His fent Kwrtti trf thttpmtfagtao; 302 

^3VM; Jj)br^#rA taM d<ir« liifi>fm» him of ji 

«li(Ml# •# Jdnl CiAMlaneiiS ia fcllliw. to m 

fMWfeiif w* ft>ii^ ifiiir*#Miti. Pdinta^ ilvribme 

imwitfiitxitiai tK tiM lonetf U»M^ ffmg to fn- 

glM*.< ;. 863 

To JMr. fittitwrf G9tmuty. %$mt dale; jDotres 
kliii«ioAar4 Imht hr ioch^M^ in behokf nf Mr. 
Leigli^ far Mi Majt^4 <iB»<1«* ^06 

Th Mr^H^rb$rd. Dated June 20, iA7S-» Oefires 
Him Hd ptrorit no Me CD^ niTpea the bodhocif eh\5 
4iiboMri^ of lantl oi krfand till hariMi ariivei in 
Etfgtaari:^ 307 

T^i^dRtmek^K DatM Jono a^ 16/5. Rdif- 
tiftf «o f iM fimotM amooots* /^. 

To ^r. Harbard. Saiae cate. Onbf adSMwlfilges 
^ rdO^ipl^ fMiii^kMO. . ' joB 

To Mr, GodolpbUih^ Diced Jufie ^^ 1675. Jufiifies 
lits eonduA irotfi tte attacks of fdftie anooymaus 
jvriter. .309 

To the fame. Same date. Mentions feme untruths 

,. {or in lord EfTex's own language, impudent lies) 

c 2 LrJ 
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Ictd Raiidi^ uttered on feverat bccafiooa . Why 
" <be difpofed of the place of commiffioiier of tppealt. 
Obfenret, 'tb wonderfiil men fliould ezpeA to hare 
.. places wUch lequke their perfonal attendance, onlf 
to tttfn them into fine-cmes or penfiont. 310 

liOtbiDuki. Same 4aie. On the fubjeft of his 
going to England. 313 

To the Duki 9f Monmsutb. Dated Jane a6, 1675* 
Rdative to the difcovertcs •of fome lands by Sir 
Theophilus Jones. . 314- 

)To Sir tyilUam TmpU. Same date. On. Ms jour- 
ney to London, and his hopes of meetaog 1^ £x^ 
oellency^then. ib^ 

n^Q Mr, fecreUnj Coventry. Same date. Hepaopofes 
his objcAibns to calling a parliament in Iceland fo 
*foon as is intended in England. 315 

fTo the Lord Tnafut^r. Same date. Speaks of-n 
paper of objeAions to. the fatmers account by ibme 
' "namelefs author. .Obferves,^hat diough jja^^ogland 
- % recommendation from' the court is of diflfenrice 
to a candidate for a feat in parliament; yet a lord 
lieutenant In Iceland, if bdoved, ^< may niake the 
^* houfe of oommons be admoft what he will.*' 
' The Rfmiiih party diilatisfied at the tumour of a 
• 'parliaments ^ 319 

To Lwd Ramlagb. Same dale. Hequefts his lord- 
ihip to find out the writer of the exceptions to the 
accounts. Of a grant to lady Portfmouth, &c. 321 
To Jirffans Hamltm. Same . d^te.' Defires him 
to enquire of the affair concerhtng the arniy, he 
was emnlfted with. 323 

To Sir Henry CapeL Same date. Of the manner 
he choofes to enter into London. ' 3^4 

^o Mr. Harbord. ^amedate. £ancerain£ the vef* 
i //el Jie intends failing in. 325 

• '- " -^ : To 
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*mm\Mf^^t»^ii$i9m$f of iIiIb pNi|>i^toir t^ Amjc^ 

fome AffMbs in SMitter ol fdnw. in bb^ 'iAi^ji^ipf^ 

. ktter, authorizing the lord li^nttnant to Vipm to 

KlIghlK^ lie. t0 

C^f of a iMMr ibr diM iRitilo(ii|> agneetbb tc»ithe 

. {precedents of thofe in the dukeofOntidfid'Vvite- 

T4i Mfimm.' %mL^jUfif, Tkuiks tbe ra:MtaB7 for 
the part he aded in inclining the Kiifg to jfeftf^^for 
ym to tngkmd. Obfenrdt Sik^ AidMsr FoMkfe f» 
M» onnilUiig ID ofdortiricift cfae oficT of 9 Ibrd 
. ^ice. His fent iOwrttt irf thtt ^unkntasr^ 302 
IVM; Jj)br^#rA Smu datr« Intbrms^ him of ^il 
ilifttko of Jdnl CaftMtaMn'sy in lel^Akini to a 
fMWfellf w* fi>ii^ ifuir^Mu. Pdiacs^ dttT'fome 
taumtfifcnoitio tK thio lonetf foibhid' piag 10 Cn- 

glM*.. '863 

To JMr. fitrifarf Omntty. B$mt dale; jDtJires 
lliiiifOoAnr^ hmrWimdmk^ in bchokf itf Mn 
Leigtr, far Mi Uaftltf^ &gunsg: ^06 

T^Mr^Harbord. Dated June 20, 1675^ Oofires 
kini to ptnMi no one tor Mpea tke lMdk» of ek\5 
diickMwrkv of lantl in iMland tOl hialfdy arrival in 
Eriglandv 307 

T6 i^d RanelagK l>Md Jono a^ 1675. Rdsf- 
titer 10 liM £if iMfs^ acco«ot$« 1^. 

To ^r. Harhord. Same cate. Onty ackiiowl|ilges 
^ rtfccipl^ f o m o rkWft . ' j^S 

To M-. GodolphUk^ Dsktd June ^^ 1^5. Jufiifies 
his eonduA irotfi tbo aoadcs of fdftie anonymous 
.writer. 309 

To the /ami. Same date. Mentions fomc untruths 

{or in lord EfTcx's own language, impudent lies) 

c 2 IrJ 
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To the Lsrit Jt^at. Dated- Sept, 2^, 1675: Of 
th»concIufiono# tAe aiRtirof tfaefami* j^ 

^To^xht Lord Gbancelhr^ DatedFOft»2, 1675; la* 

' hiva% that Ms befitg iir London kxr be^n of iei^ 

"^ vice in (letting the fiirm, 5cc» 343 

Ta the jL#r4fr ^ufticn. Daceif Oftober 26^ 1675. 
That he had moved his Mkjefly, that the «Iyad06- 
money for new forming, the irvemie of Ireland^ be- 
ing tetoool. m^ht he reftrved ^xxswAtdtxtH^ 
^ly dcfictencieSk . Of fome rooms in the orfhstti- 
hoiift claimed by the vice-trealhver. j^ 

^o tbefanu. Dated Odober 31, 1675. Etefres 
they wil? grant theoiltce of dolisabrof the jmt 
of GaTway to Rtr. Jones. 347 

To the JLorH JitfiiciT. Daied*lfovembem, 1675. 
Cbnceming the remittar of quit-retttts ^^ to 
vhorn^ 350 

To tbefimn. Daiei November x^ 1^5; Of Sir 
Hugh Middleton» who ddlres tte talifiig oflTsr ftop 
^y^^-^-S^ upon his pay, &c. 352 

\p^srh ^ f^ tbt fornix Dtod December 4, i^yy. The af- 
Aur of the fkrm condoded, an^ on whtt termsw 
Defires dnm to order the King'i council to pit- 
pate a prodamtifon fdktive tfeivnr; and ttr pafs 
Sir Philip Percival'$ letter fbr the remittri of his 
quit-ients. 353 

To ibtfimi. ThttA December rS» 1675. Informs 
them of the Hi reception Sir John Toftfe nfet 
with beibre dte privy council. Of Sir Hugh Mid- 
dieton's death. 363 

To Sir ff^iUiam Temple. Dated December at, r675. 
Complains tirac the perfon he had recommended 
to him, had not proved fo faichfixf a^ mfjgjhrhave 
been ^pefifedi 364 

To 



CONTENTS. joaoj^ 

To the iards Jufiices. Same date. Concerning the 
fann^ tnd of his fpeedy return to his govern* 
ment. 365 

To Mr. ficTitary Cwmtry. Dated Dec. aa> if^Hn 
That the lord Treafurer and lord Ranelagh draw* 
ing all the money they can from Ireland, which 
will probably caufe a ftoppage of the pay of the 
army, lord Efiex fends this letter by way of pro- 
teft^agauift their proceedings, and as a juftificadon 
of himfelf, who would by no means come into their 
meafures. 366 

To Lord Fitzbarding. Dated Dec. 30, 1675. Of- 
fers his fervioes in all his concerns, particularly ii^ 
oneofaool. mentioned in his lordfliip's ktter. 367 
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LETTERS 

WRIXTEN BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

ARTHUR CAPEL, 

EARL OF ESSEX, 

LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, 
IN THE YEAR 1675. 

wtiiiMln>i»MUMiCjnt<Miowi'nnnniiOMMWMiiiMiiniiiiiiiiMMu>mnininimm<inTinn •eooMMMKoa^ 



To Mr. Hugh May. 

Coufin, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 5. 1674-5* 

YOURS of the 4th of December hath corpe to 
my hands,., wherein you have paid me a greater 
acknowledgmeni> for the fmall prefent which my 
brother fent you by my dircdlion, than fo flight a 
thing defervcs. I have received many kindnefles 
from you fincc my being here, and indeed your friend- 
fhip is that which I value very mueh, and I doubt 
not of the continuance thereof. In the ftatlon whdre 

A I 



1 tETTE&SOF 

I am, my abfence from the court often expofetb 
both my words and aAions to mifreprefentations of 
divers kinds, and therefore I cannot but ftand ia 
need of the afliftance of thofe who are difpofed to be 
juft to me in the offices of a ttue friend ; and as I 
have ever found you favourable to my concerns, (b 
you may aflure yourfelf of my reality in ferving you 
whenever an occafion fhall offer, of expreffing myfelf, 
' Your moft affeSionate kinfman, 
and moft faithful fetvant, 

tSSEX. 



To Mr^ Secretary Coveniry. 

Sir, Dublin Gaftle, Jan^^ 5^ 1674-5^ 

I Am to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
2^ of £)ecemfber, wherein yoii mention a book 
that was newly publifhed, concerning the cruelties 
committed in Ireland at the beginning of the late 
war : upon further enquiry I find. Sir J. Temple^ 
mafter of the rolls here, author of that book, was 
this laft year fent to by feverai ftationers of London, 
to have his confent to the printing thereof ; but he 
aflures me, that he utterly denied it, and whoever 
printed it did it without his knowledge. Thus much. 
I thought fi:t to add to what I formerly faid upon 
'"^ this occafion, that I might do this gentleman right 
' in cafe it were fufpe£led he had any fliare in pub- 
fishing this new edition. You will herewith in- 
clofed receive a draft of a letter prepared for his 
Majefty's fignature, hfelf ftates the cafe for which 
it is propofed : in fliort 'tis thus, the A61 of Uni- 
formity provide, upon the penalty of lofs of their 
preferment, that all beieficed clergymen,, fellows of 

colleges. 
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colleges, &c. do, by a certain time therein pre" 
fixed, fubfcribe the Declaration, or acknowledgment 
therein contained. Several of the fellows of this 
college have happened to flip their timej not through 
any ill principle^ but barely through inadvertency, as 
my lord primate, their vice chancellory informs me j 
and indeed, many good and conformable men ; yet> 
howeverj by the letter of the law, they are de- 
prived. Therefore I defire you would move his Ma- 
jefty to feAd thii inclofed^ direfled to the provoft 
of the college, that they may be reftored to their 
places. Having nothing furthe): to trouble you With^ 
I remain^ 

Your moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX; 

rf illillllllB M Bitlil MM I M Ilillli n iiiiilli m illlli HUH l ll M IIII I B^QIliB W i mM lOOOOOM 

To Our well beloved Dr, Thomas Serle, Our 
Provoft of Trinity College^ near Dublin. 

RIGHT trufty, &c. We gi-eet you well. 
Whereas by an aft of parliament, intitled, 
♦* An ad for the Uniformity of Pdblick Prayers," 
it is among other things enaifled. That all maflerr^ 
and other heads^ fellows, chajplains^ and tutors of 
and in any college^ hall, houfe of learning, or hof- 
pital, (hall before the 29th day of September 1667, 
or at or before his or their refpeftive admiffions, 
fubfcribe the Declaration or acknowledgment in the 
iaid ad coi^tained, under the penalties and forfeitures 
in the faid z6t mentioned. And whereas William 
Pallifer, Nathaniel Foye, James Kyan, John Pooley, 
George Mercer^ have been according to ftatutes of 
Our college of DubGn in Our kingdom of Ireland, 
Biade^ admitted and eftablifhed fenior fellows, and 

A Z Patrick 



Patrick! 'Fttsfimdns, TTobiHK Vuttdh^.^BatricK CfaiiiGsa^ 
Riahafd Aaon, Thomas WalHs,J rPhifi^ Barbery 
Giles 'Peoley,' George' Brown, 'and^ Wiliiam FloySL^ 
junior fellows of Our faid college. • And whereas 
the faid William Pallifer, and the ' faid .other perfons^ 
having, as We are informed, overfeen' the affi]|«A 
claufe in the faid aA, or not conceiving tfaemfelvtt 
included theKin, have for fome time omitted to fiibi- 
^cribe the faid Dedaration, in manner as hy tht 
faid a£k is required ; but of which failure ^ theirl beln^ 
lately made fenfible^ they h^ve^ as' W't are informed, 
.4:ho' not .within the time Hnxited \fftjsi Aid st£ty (^p- 
lemnly declared and fubfcribed to the faidDeclars^ 
tioninthe faid aft mentioned, befoWAhe moft reve- 
rend Jather in God, James, lord arcbbiihop of Ard-« 
magh, primate of all Ireland, and vice chancellor 
'of Our faid coltegc. And whenras' theftid ftrHtiar 
and the faid other perfons having by their omifldon 
as kfor^fkrd juftly. »cu/red Out fliipbsfivcC' anS^be- 
come, liable to die pcnalty.bj jtho (aid a^ to be in^ 
Aided on them ^ yet i^ ^^^cd it h^th been^ hum- 
.bly reprefented unto' Ui^J>y4 Oim righti fibiy la^^d 
. right well beloved icdufircand coiihrdHortArfiim^e^^f^ 
'cf'Eflex, lord lieot^ant genital .^arailgtiiieimor ^f 
^Oar Biid kingddm^bf Irekmd, '«tb^ ttfat ^aJdtmflich 
. or faiUsre of ^abdfor^bmg, : was! Jh(^ ' in 4 c%niemillr ^f 
• Oir.fai^;) a£):, oH difloyaltyeioUf,* bkk^ritherf.in ni^t 
.knowing or not Kn^embr^thet.ialdiD^iar^iioiii^ 
^ and thafc the faldpeiibas, '(the faid omiflioh excepted) 
. as alfa the v^iole :fdcieC5» of 1 Oaf- iSH ^colhgOy hate 
f conftantly. den^eahcd ;thefnfe]^9 vvfth'sati>Joy«]|^.1a 
i Us, a Ad conformity /to thciiaid ftatfiteslbfi Odr §Ad 
, college.: W^ thereforeni) 04!?f)r5iice]yxdnfrfcrdtf4r\ 
1 had of the^remiflev do req»ireia^zxiMn»<a ybli,. 
^^loa fight hereof, to re-srimit, reflofei u^ confubi. 
! the, faid William Pattifcr, NatfcaiieliFoye, Jamc^ 



Arthur; EAUE OFE^SJrx. i-: 

Kyan, John Pooley, and George -Mercer,* ' nito the 
fenior fellovvfliips of the fai.d college ; aifd -Ith'e faid 
Patrick Fitzfimons, Tobias PuUen, Patrick Ghrittian^ 
Richard Afton, Thomas WaHfs,' Philip BaTbir:^ 
Giles Pooley, George Brown, and Willi^ln Loyd^ 
into the junior fellowships of the faid collego, ac- 
cording to fuch places, feniority and precedency 
as each of them before held or enjoyed the fame^ 
And We do hereby re-admit, reftore, and confirm 
them in their faid places in manner as aforefaid, to be 
held and enjoyed by them tdg6ther, with all falaries, 
ppofitsv :and emoluments, belonging and appertaining 
to iJic -fenior :and jimfer feH6wfliips refpedl?vely,\for, 
and during there' refpeOfiVe refiderice irf Our faid 
college,- each of the faid »junior felloWs'.fo to conti- 
nue until. admitted. as; fenior feftowsi " And further; 
in Our.vtender Care of Out faid college and univer- 
fity, We do hereby ratify and confirni all and every 
thing and things which the faid ^lows, or any* of 
them, have done purfuant to the 'taws, orders, and 
ftatutes of the faid college, fiiice their faid omiilioh 
of fubfcribing or declaring' a$ aforefaid ; and re^uirfe 
-that what hath been atfted by them as aforefaid, be 
conftrued and held to be-as firm and valid as if no 
fuch failure or omiffion had been j for which this 
(hall be the. warrant. Given, &c. 



To the Earl of SufFolk, 

My«Lord,- DiiblinCaflle, Jan, 5, 1674-5. 

I Have received your lordfhip's of the 25th of Be- 
cembcry concerning. the. inhered due to your Iprd^-'- 
(hip from the commifiioners of the treafury here, for 
5000I. being their laftf.payment to your lorcHhip;" L 
•iBade the agrecment.with.thefiton your lofdflnj^'s'be- 
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half, that they (hould pay the money at acQ 
day, viz. on the joth of January laft, an$l that it 
failed of their part, they (hould allow inteine 
10 per cent, for fo long as they 0iould detail 
rnoney in their hands^ or i^ot fubfcrihe fuch a£ 
ments on the farmers, as the farmers would accept 
and alfo, that in cafe the exchange (hould rife hi 
to your lordfhip's difadvantage, who muft retu 
into England, they w?rc to bear the lofs, and to a 
\t up to your lord(hip, i^ the money might be 
turned at the fs^me rate as if it had been paid ii 
(he time they engaged for it. The 5000 L h^ 1 
time been a(&gned on tbe farmers, but the com 
(loners of the treafury conceiving they had dealt 
well with your lord(hip in making payment 
great a fum, and it happening that the exchange 
alter much for your lord(hip's advantage when \ 
affigned the n^oney, they hoped that your lord 
would not expefl: intereft for it, and defired m 
write to your lord(hip againft my lord Ranelaj 
going over, concerning the matter, and told 
lord my lord Ranelagb would difcourfe it furl 
with you. I indeed forgot to write to your lordl 
at that time, but now (ince I have received your 
ter, I defire your Iord(hip will pleafe to difcour(e 1 
matter again with my lord Ranelagh, and let 
hear from you afterward, and then I (hall give or 
in the affair. I am, with perfed truth. 

Your lord(hip's moft faithful, 

and mo^ humble fervant^ 

ESS^; 
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To Mr. Harbord. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 5, 1674-5. 

MINE of the 19th of December acknowledged 
the receipt of yours pf the 12th of the fame 
month, fince which time I have wrote but one to you^ 
dated the 22d, after that there have come to my hands 
of your letters one of the 15th, and another of the 
19th, as alfo one of the 22d, and another of the 24th 
pf December, wherein there is nothing to be an- 
fwered but what relates to your coming over hither. 
There are two things whjch may oblige you to ftay 
where you are ; the firft is to obferve my lord Ra- 
jielagh and his ad:ings^ the fecond the new letting 
pf the farm of his Majefty's revenue 5 for as for the 
iitting of the parliament, in cafe they fhould meet, 
and which J believe they wi]l not, you. may be bacl^ 
time enough upon notice, when it is certain that they 
will convene. My lord Ranelagh having been fome 
weeks in England, I fuppofe by that time you re- 
turn out of the country, you may be able to difcern 
whether his a£lii|gs be fuitable to his profeflions ^ fo as 
that I conceive will not ftay you there. As for the 
letting of the farm, you muft inform yourfelf as well 
as you can upon the place, it being impoilible for m^e 
fo underftand what is done there ; but for fome rea- 
fons you know it were beft you were prefect when 
'tis let 5 and *tis very pcobable they will go about it 
now, I having fent over to my lord treafurer the far- 
mers accounts, delivered in upon oath, of what they 
had made of the prefent farm. Upon the whole, I 
cannot fee anything unlefs this of the farm, to hinder 
your coming, and therefore I fliould be glad you were 
here as you defign, and that at the time when, my 
brother intends to be in London. In relation to your 
ft^/jt I had mucjh rather have you continue in this 
A 4 Ijlaqc 
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place than in £ng}and,' btving^ftq;i>occafiohs for you, 
but you know bow .un^^rtam n^atters afe op. %]^\s (ide 
of the water, and. therefore we mu^.'be guidecf by 
what we hear from thence V for t' iti 'fully fattefied 
with your care of my bufinefs .there, Ind' bn-'tlfera 
grounds do wholly leaye it'to you .t6 'conMei^^^Hal 
is beft to be'dorie J only I dp agree With you, ti\z\ 
it were fit that yoii cfame'ove^ hither, tho', yoU weftl 
back again by Eaffer.* ' ' " > ♦ . c^ . i 

I have by this' pacquet feiit'a! iraft 6? a'fthfef ti 
Mr, fccrctaryCovcntry, for* rlTioKpg' of^ mUft of th^ 
fellows of this college of DulJlin to' 5i?ir Velio wHii^J* 
they having flipt their time of fubfcribing thiiS- 'iffejft 
and confent, according to. the AS of Uniformity ^j 
and this happfenmg only through' inadvertency, the 
men being good men and cdnformable to the church, 
I have recommended their -cafe into England, and 
defire yqu will'mind Mr. ^fecretary poventry^to gc?t 
the letter difpatcHed ; and if they* hiive no agerft 
there, do you pay the fees' of *tHe 6mce,' ^*hd'I wif} 
lee them repay you agaii^ hef,^. ^ 

Pra/ take care of the ,'letter j'fent* yoii ^y ML 
Hillyara, and when you come ()ver*^15rihg ft" along 
with you, for I have loft the copy of one pai*t 
thereof. . ' 

By this *pacauet'I have fent over a bill to my bro- 
ther Henr'y for loool. to be paid at 14 days fight, 
I am your, moft afFeftioriate friend, ' 
■ '""" ; ^ " ".■ '^ •'.' 'ESSEX.' 



To M.r. Arthur Forbefe, 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. '9, 'ife74-5. 

T Have receiv'd yoiirs of the 6th inftant, and to- 
1 gether with it one from my lord Conway; whereth 
jhad an account th^t the l^forwich frigate, now witW 

- '■'■'■.■■■■■ m 
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^ou, had orders to revifiti^al at K^infale^ which I hold 
to be no way convenient, the voyage being fo great, 
and* fuch as requiring fcvera! winds, thc'flii]^ rhij 
pof&bio be abfent two or three months ert (he caijl 
go thither and return to you again : I have th^rcfoUt 
wrote to Mr. Southwell' to know what directions hei* 
has received from England concerning the vifkudling 
pf this ftiip ; and, if confiftent with the orders from 
thence, I fljall appoint him rather to return money 
hither to provide viSuals in this town and fend 
down, . or fend the money to Carrickfergus,^ and 
have her victualled there, which of thefe two 
ihall prove thetmoft cheap and. expedient ; but for 
her goihg t9 Klnf^lc my opinion is thereby againft it, 
unlefs the orders be fo peremptory as I may not pro- 
perry*"Tuperfede' them. "Thb' I* hacT the noticed Cb^ 
cerning this ;fhip/rom- my lord Conpvay, y^t I have 
^nfwered , it in your letter, prefuming you two do 
Comm'unicate ycAn betters. ^yith()ne another. Ther^ 
Jias been a large proportion jqf biflfeet'fen^ down to 
you : I' doubt not you fometimes make .enquiry in 
what condition it is ; and I deCre you would con- 
iider whether it may not be beft that the foldiers do 
fpend of it, and that we make a fupply of new j for 
if it be too ftale, poifible it may not be fit to ufe. 
If it remain in good condition, and like to lafl fo^ 
fome of it, as I conceive, may properly enough be 
employed to reviftual ithi^ ihip^ ii? cafe they dp 
•viClvial birre, and w« may furnifli fo muqh n^w. to be 
kept in ftore, if his Majefty's ^affairs ihould require 
.yoii to. march, ' r ** ,».■.'■.. :■ ' / 

Irgive you thanJcs for, the; -fight -of. the* t^o .-Jnclofed 
Jettprs^. which Lhave hei;ewith returned you, and r^^- 
fnaii^ with perfi^a truth, t * . >^ f ; * . . 

. .» . . your moft faithful humWe fervant, 

... ... P S S E X. 

To 
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To the I^rd Conway. 

My Lord) Dublin Caftle, Jan. g^ 1674-5* 

I AM but juft now returned home from hunting, 
being abroad all day, and have time only to ac-> 
knowledge the receipt of your lordfliip's letter dated 
the 6th inftant, and to fend you the news letters 
come in by this paquet, my other letters from Ix>ndon 
give me no further intelligence than what you will 
find in thefe, I (hall therefore fay no more to you, 
hoping in a ihort time tp fee your lordibip here, where 
you will be very welcome to your lordfhip's 
Moft ^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 10, 1674-5^ 

I Have received yours of the 9th inftant, together 
with the papers inclofed, which give an account 
of the killing of two men in the county of London- 
derry, if they prove to be tories, 'tis very well they 
are gone; however, the inquifition taken by mr. Phil- 
lips for want of a coroner in that barony, upon the 
death of thefe men, feems to be a bill out of the 
way, the jury finding thefe men to be robbers, a mat-. 
ter I fuppok not properly inquirable by a coroner's 
jury ; 'twill be neceffary to give the judges whp go 
that circuit particular direQions to examine this bu- 
finefs, and truly, in cafe the men are proved to be of 
this lawlefs fort of people, I think it will not only be 
neceffary to grant thofe a pardon who killed them, 
but alfo, that they have fome reward for their ow/i 
and others encouragement. The letter of the arch- 
biihop of Tuam, which your grace fcnt me at youi:- 

goin^ 
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going out of town, mentioned a perfon who (hould 
be nominated flicrifFfor the county of Gallway, whom 
he believes to be a papift ; there was one Stubbs, if I 
iniftake not, that I at firft pitched upon, but he being 
certainly gone out of the way, I was forced to fix upoi| 
another, whofe name is Oliver Ormeiby, fo *tis a 
piftake in the archbilhop of Tuam. 

I am, your Grace*s, 
(noft faithful and moft affedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Earl of Clarendon. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 12, 1674-5. 

WHEN dear George went over I troubled yoU 
with a line or two from hence, but did not 
then well know where it would meet you, being at 
that time gone into France, this laft packet bringing 
me an account of your return, I could not omit this 
firft opportunity to let you know how nearly concern* 
ed I am for you, or any thing that befalls you, I do 
affure you, that no fciend you have does more heartily 
condole with you for the lofs of your father than my- 
ielf, who have ever had, and fhall always retain a per- 
kSt kindnefs for your lordfliip, and all that relates 
to you, you will excufe my making ufe of another 
hand than my own upon this occiafion, I having; been 
a little ill and taking fome phyfick this day. 

I am^ Your moft affeAionate brother^ 
and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To the tord.Rarialag^ ' ' ' • 

My Lord, -DdWin'C^Wc, Jaii.!ia, 1674-51. 

I Have received ^oiire ' of the 5th . jnftamt, ^hick ^ 
gives mk an accoul, that you have^ro^ui'ed two 
letters in behalf of fir Arthur *Forbefd, *a6 siM that 
fir Theophilus Jones's affair is like to '.fuccecd^ both, 
which I am gl^d to hear, fevcral letters are come to 
me for the reinutalx3f.quit rents^ thefe you may be 
fure I will . not pafs, till my lord treafurer be made 
acquainted with them. 

If my lord of Inchiquin do part with, his troop, anS 
that your lordfhip have a mind to deal with him for 
it, I (hall moft readily give my confent, and fo foon 
as I. have notice that the matter is agreed between 
you, Ihall order a commiflion for yourlordftiip, it be- 
ing moft reafonable, that having fo confiderable a go- 
ment as Athlone, you fhould be accommodated either 
with a troop or company, or both. 

I wifti the affair of Portleifter were once at-aa 
end one way or other, and that I knew what I weiie 
to do in . it, for till I hear again from England J^ , 
fhall keep it in fufpence. As for mrSi'Willoghb'y^s 
penfionjj I have Jfaid as mucl\ in my letters to my lord 
treafurer and your lordffa^) as I can oiFer upon that 
fubjea, and fo leave it to his Majefty's determina- 
tion. There are orders of.conc9rd4tum, if I miftake 
not, already figned for mr. Bridgeman to Michael- 
mas laft, and from thence mr. Thinne begins, fo as 
if mr. Bridgeman is not paid, 'tis only for want of 
fumebody to call for the money. Upon the death 
of my lord Dillon who left no fons, that honour and 
cftate going to a coufin of his, I find many people 
ofFering at difcoverics of fever al lands which he pof-, 
fefled'i and did not of right belong to him, and I 
doubt not but fome will be endeavouring to procure 
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tetters oii that fide for grants but of this eftate, there 
is I am confident a great deal that he enjoyed, which 
by . his decree he ought not to have, but how any 
man can bring them in as difcoverks, fince I have 
had a fight of them by me near k twelvemonth ex- 
trafted out of the records, whereby it appears that 
other men, and not the lord Dillon, were proprietors 
thereof in the year 1641, I do not well underftand, 
it is as all other mens decrees, being only to be re- 
ftorcd to fuch right, title and intereft as they had in 
.riic year 1641, and cannot confirm to them thefe lands 
which were the property of other men 5 however the 
proprietors in his time were glad to flieltcr them- 
ifelves under his name, and thefe now fearing an in- 
-quiry, are,' a$ I hear, labouring to get fome other 
^great-. men td i^attonize their eflates, and will them- 
•/tlvJes become the difcoverers,:moft, tho* not all of 
ithef/s lands ane in the province of Coiiaught, arid 
■ttnayl properly fall under xroWfideration, when the 
•letter for fettling' fli^ Coriaoght dklcV fliall come 
jOvcr. , .':•;■■■•,■.' " . 

• This I teU ,your totifhips^ • that if ybu find any 
Lthing.ftinring;.tbei;e iA ifelatibn to thiVbbfinefs,* you 
t may .acquaint either, hiB Mrijcfly, or my lord ti^afurer, 
ithat 1 .believe few or hone* of thefe lands will fee 
ireal diicoveries, being fuch '.as I hav:e already meii- 
i tioned, that I knew of before^ and by the records 
fc.wi)l b^ iHadt: out^.tljerefbre I.wo^uld be gl&d thty 
might be kept undifpofed 'till fome general ^ulies be 
given for tht diflribution' of all the'fands which are 
not as yci Ye^ularly fettled, and I do the rather tell 
your loidfliip of this particular eftate becaufe I knew 
it to be one oi: the greatefl covers of concealed lands 
. in the kingdoin. 
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By the next, the holidays being over, I (hall hopd 
fo receive an anfwer from your lordfbip to fome of 
thofe affairs, which I defired you to get difpatch'dy 
I am, your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fertant, 

ESSEX, 



To the Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 12, liy^-g^ 

THERE are four companies here in Ireland^ 
which formerly were of prince Ruperts regi- 
ment of dragoons in England, and before that ferved 
his Majefty in a regiment at Barbadoes. Thefe com^ 
panics have arrears due to them for their fervice done 
at Barbadoes, which arrears, as they inform me^ have 
by your lordfhip's orders been ftated in England $ the 
officers have made application to me deiiring my letter 
to your lordfliip in their favour, I do find thefe compsl- 
nies to be as good men as any that came over, and their 
officers are indeed very well deferving, wherefore I in- 
treat your lordfbip in their behalf, that you would be 
pleafed to concern yourfelf fo far, as to fee right done 
them in the payment of their arrears, wherein as you 
will do an a£l both of juftice and charity to thefe 
men, thereby encourage them and all others who 
ferve his Majefly in his army, fo you will alfo by it 
oblige, 

Your lordlhip's 

moft faithfuT humble fervant^ 

ESSEX 

The gentleman who brings your lordihip this left- 
ter, is mr. Trant their agent, who will mind your 
lordfliip of their concerns, and attend your pleafure 
therein* To 
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To Mr. Harbord* 

Mr. Harbordj Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 16, 1674-5. 

TH E laft of yours I received, was dated from 
Grafton the 29th of December, I fuppofe by 
that time this arrives, you v^ill be at London. Your 
father's letter concerning EiTex-houfe came to me a 
while ago, and there feems great difproportion be* 
tween the value that thofe who viewed it have fet, 
and the price which is afked, if mr. Thinne do 
come to a price that is pretty near reafon, I would 
have you to purfue my former diredion, and by my 
lord of Arl, or my lord treafurer, or both, to try if 
the King will give a help towards it, for indeed I 
am yet defirous of it if it can be obtained. Sir 
William Churchill hath by colonel JefFeries fent me 
one of his books, I would have you go to him^ and 
give him thanks from me for it. 

There being nothing further at prefent to fay to 
you, I remain. 

Your moft affeAionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Charles Harbord. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 16, 1674-5. 

TH E receipt of yours was very grateful to me, 
not only for the true account you gave me 
concerning Eflex-houfe, but much more becaufe it 
brought me the aiTurance of your recovery from your 
late illnefs, I have not yet heard precifely what 
terms mr. Thinne ftands upon, but in cafe he will 
take reafon, and that I can find means to compafs 
it, I am fure it would be a great convenience to me 
to be provided of a dwelling in towiii and I confefs 

I had 
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%h9ii, rather Ji|ave^tlH^ thjui^iyr others' ^ut;)> I ^<fefiiH^ 
agree with you fni opinion; 'that ^no maa ever pro«> 
Att^d'by l^Fdwin^money.'fbr'to buy Iknd'or^hoiflSs^ 
mvLoY^ltfpt^huild'i your Ton fu|I)^ kikrvirsl'irhai urajr 
I'pTopofed tOfmyfdf fof iktakiirg this purchafe, if the 
find he reduced <a a propertjon-fic •Co^bb giren* 
^ My wife prdents her fecvice to you, and I defire 
-you- will believe ttit to be cvef, ' 

* • ' * Your moft iffeabnaie, 

^' .^ : '^ /andniDftffaithful ierranl:, 

♦ • ' c • -s « . ^ : r • ESSEX. 
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I Sir, , ' • 'liubKn Caftlc, Jan. i*^ 1674-^- 

Ifla\fe' M<|u2reA how the account ftands * bet^/^eeh 
tfiy lord prabzonf and his troops whefcdf yoii ga^ 
xti^ hcJtlccitt yourt bf thc*9ih inftint, thkt'his lord- 
Ihip had imprefted all the pay belonging to tbem^ anii 
I^do'firid,'t&aru^on fomerecironmgs and debts be- 
tween htW*' and the commifEoncrs of the treafury, he 

,hath money in his hands which belongs to his troop^ 
but the matter is fo adjufted between them, as they have 
engaged upoi\Tuefday next to f<R)d. ^wn orders for 
immediate payment to the troop of all that is due to 

'ihem, whith' thpy tell me will be a months pay.cbm- 
pleat, 20 s. only being dedodled upon fbnae orders 
for debts'of'fdur or five t)f the fbtdiers, feas I hope 
this money will enable them.to match. $ome intdl- 
ligence hath come to me of two perfons lately fecured 
in the Kifig^^ dounty, the dame of one is nnajor Monit- 
gomery, and the name of the other is Walls ^•y 
are faid to be fome of thofe who raifed a pettf 
rebellfon in Scotland, fofine years {)aft, i remember 

'that tai>t^ Bard£iy, wHq liow hath fir Edwstf^ MaflTey's 

■ • ^ company. 
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tympany, and is with you,, once told me that he was 
employed by his.Majefty's particular warrant tp ap- 
prehend fevend oJF thofe men who ftirred this fedition 
in Scotland, and fhewed me a lift of their names^ 
therefore I defire "you would fpeak with him and 
know tirhethcr either of theih be of thofe perfons 
Whom he eiideavbured to appithend, and that you 
tirould be pleafed to give me an account what he faid, 
in the mean tinle I have fcnt into the tountry to have 
amore diftind knowledge of the thing. 

I am, your moft faithful and 
mo& affe6Uonate fervant, 

ESSEX 



% |i H B M O»ll 



To the Earl of Arlington. 

'My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 24, r674-5, 

THIS laft packet bringing the news of your 
lordfhip's fafe itrival out of Holland, I could 
Hot omit the firft opportunity of welcoming your 
lordfhip home, and telling you that no intelligence 
is more pleaiing to me than that which conveys a con- 
firmation of your lordfhip's Welfare and profperity, the 
continu^ce whereof, as I do moft really wifh, fo 
fliall I never doubt of my being relieved in your me^- 
mory, under the qualification of 

Your lordfhip's, moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



B To 
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To th(j ISflibpr of Londdii. 

My lord, Duplin Caftle, Jjm. ij, 11674^5: 

FROM Dr. Goodaiw I did tkts laft poft rc^ 
ceive an account of the great favour your lord-^ 
fhip bad done him in confirming, the redory of Had-' 
bam upon him» and> tho* be be a gentleman very: 
worthy in himfelf, and whofe merits, might well re^ 
commend him to your, lordibipy yet cenfideriag tbe 
circumftances of the thing, it being the pariflk where 
Ay other houfe ftands, I cannot but attribute » great 
fhare of his preferment to your lordfhips refpe^ to« 
wards me, and do therefore upon both fcoies give 
your lordflup many thanks for this your kindnefs to 
him, and own it as an obligation to myfelf, I have 
been more than ordin^ careful whom I fliould pre^ 
fent to the vicarage of Wattford, in regard the people 
there are and have ever been (as yourlordflitp^ well 
knows) very faAtous and uaeafy towards their mini*' 
{ttTy wherefore upor^ this vacancy I, defire your lord*-^ 
iKip to do ma the favour to find out a- perfon that 
may be fit for this pbce» I ihould like k well that 
he be a good preacher^ as well as a prudent mant be^ 
caufe that when I am in England, I fltall for the 
moft part ref^de there, £b foon as your lordfhip (hall 
pleafe to nominate 'one to me I ihaU fign a prefenta- 
tion and fend it over. 

I am, your lordlbip's moft fiuthfiil' 
i^nd moft humble fccvant, 

ESSEX 



To 
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To DoAor Goodman. 

Dn Gookfai«n> Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1674^5. 

YOUR letter of the 6th of January, wherein 
ybu acquaint me with tlie lord bifhop of Lon- 
don's kindnef? to jro« came to ihe on the 20th inftant, 
I am very glad you are fo Well provided for, and like 
it much the better that it falls out to be in that 
fdace, znd truly I take it extream kindly of his 
Jordfhip that he thought of you for it, in regard he 
knew you to be a perfon for whom I had a good 
efteem. The enclofed letter, a copy whereof is here- 
with fent for you to perufe, will tell you that I de- 
iire his lordfhip to recommend a perfon to me to fuc- 
cccd you in Wattford, by which mteansmr. Beveridge, 
!dle gentleman you mention t Aippofe will have it ; 
the only thing I. doubt of him is, leaft having a good 
living in London he will fpend moft of his time there, 
whcteas I would not willingly have Wattford church 
be without a good preacher, it being the place where 
I (hall for the moft part refide when I am in England* 
As fof nir^ Powell, I defire you would fpeak with 
him yourfelf, and let him know he (hall not be fbiN 
^tten when I have an opportunity, tho' this parifli 
I^ contetve r^qfuire^s a man wtto faiiifh a good deal of 
experience in the world; By a former letter of )rours, 
you recommended one dean Shefridan to me, I am cod^ 
fident he hath much deceived yburfelf, and thofe other 
gentlemen you named in England into a good opini- 
on of hifn,' for I cannot find btit that he is the moft 
improper perlbn in the- world for the employment he 
feeks. I am. 

Your moft affeAionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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To Mr. Arthur Forbcfe. 

Sitf Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, l6yf^ 

IN my laft I mentioned to you fomething of tn 
Scotchmen, major Montgomery and one Wa! 
defiring you to enquire of captain Barkley, who beu 
now by your leave come up to town, I can iafonn nn; 
felf from him. 

Your laft letter told mc» that major Andfci 
company was in arrear for their pay j upon ext 
mination I find that they are in the fame ftate wil 
the other companies now with you, only the perfon 
pay of major Andrews is by his own order detain 
by fir John Champante to be returned into Englan 
which his lieutenant likes not, but would have d 
captains money paid to himfelf, and that I beliei 
will be found to be the difference. I have here fisi 
you an abftra£l of the account whereby you will Ik 
the CQinpany is overpaid 32 1. from mr. Southwell a 
Kinfale, I hear that his orders are pofitive for vldu 
ailing the Norwich Frigate there at Kinfale, fo a 
when his provifions fail he muft return to that plio 
to revi£tua]. 

The news Letters come by this laft paquet sm hen 
inclofed, which will furnilh you with all the intelli- 
gence I know, fo foon as you can put things in fud 
a pofture as you may fafely leave them, I (hall hi 
glad of your company here, and in the time^ 
I remain. 

Your moft affe^onate, and 
moft faithful fervant^ 

ESSEX. 
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Tp Mr. Harbord. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 25, 1674-5. 

I Have received yours of the 9th of January, where- 
in you mention a good deal relating to mr. fecre* 
tary Coventry, and that he feems ill pleafed concern- 
ing a letter of my lord of Carlingford's. You may at 
all times aflure mr. fecretary Coventry of the real va- 
lue I have for him, and the care I ihaU ever take to 
pay him not only all due refped, but all the kind 
fervices that can lye in my power ; for indeed I do 
know, and .from my heart believe him to be one of 
the moft efteemable men of this age, but upon this 
occafion I muft remind you of a pafiage, which I am 
fure you cannot forget, that .happened between my 
lord of Arlington and me : . it was concerning the pre- 
:paring of books. for the difcovery of concealed lands 
in Ireland, and you cannot but call to mind how ill 
his lordihip took it, that fuch. a..work had been fp 
long in hand, and he knew nothing thereof, and yet 
when he faw. what^ orders I had received and in what 
manner I was direAed to proceed, his lordfliip refted 
fully fatisfied with what I had done. You that have 
experience of this may eafily imagine that fomething 
of the like nature may come again, and therefore it 
ihould be your part as mueh as may be, ever to 
confirm a good nnderftanding between mr. . fecret^y 
Coventry and myfelf, and that when any thing of this 
fort happens he m^v be gfTured that it proceeds from 
fome other caufe, and not froni' any either unkind-^ 
nefs ' or inaflurance I have of his friendfhip, I muft 
and will obey pundually the orders I have received 
from the King my mafter, and this I (hall preclfely 
do without regarding whom it pleafeth or difpleafeth, 
^nd if orders {hould happen to be fuch as I can- 
j\et perform, I muft refign. 

As 
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As for my lord ireafucer ajad my lord Ranehgh^ 
it is neceflary for feveral reafons that I keep fair with 
diem, and therefore I would by no iheans have you 
give them the leaft occafion of jetloufy, that which 
mr. Cook tells you that his Majefty viU have the 
treafurer acquainted with all things telating lands zai 
monies in Ireland, but will have rm fuch daufe put 
in letters, I can give you an inftancc of the oontrarj 
which you may let mr« fecretary Coventry know as 
from yourfelf. The letter was ia behalf of colonel 
Willoughby and iiia wife, and is emcred at the fig-< 
net's offioe the i2th of November. Much more I 
could fay to you upon this fubjed if you wetc pre. 
fenr, but this letter will ftifficey wUdh you will be 
fure to keep fecret, and guide yourlUf by it. 

I have received a letter from youc father concsni- 
mg £fiex«hottfe which i (hall anfwer by the aext ; 
let mr« 1 hinne know that I haw two of his^ but: 
have not time by this i>oft to write. I do much want 
a lift of fees taken ia all his ]&fa|efty^ courts of 
England, whidb long ago I diredoi you to iend me i 
pray lee it be haftonod over. 

By this packet I have writ to mr. fecretary Coven^ 
try upon the fubjeftof renewing ohartecB to corpi;ncaK 
tions, pray mind him to give an anfwer So foon as 
conveniently^ay be, for till I ki^ow Ips Maiefty*a 
pleafure, that bufiners:|s ata ftand^ 

Xmx mgft affeftiooaie friend, 

' FSSEX, 
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Ta .Mf. Sccretacy Coventiy. 

Siir, ' Dublin Caftte, Jan. 23, 1674-5. 

HIS Maj^efty by his le^tcj pf the i6th of Au- 
guft 1671, haying iippowered the chief go- 
vernor here to rehbw the charters of the feveral cor- 
porations of this kingdom, and. to grant unto theoi 
fticlti of the privileges formerly t^elong^ng to them, 
is fliould be tk^o'ight fit. Apii the lords of his Ma- 
jpfly'S knoft^,l)r(>n^urabIe privy council in England by 
didr*BttetiriJip26th of September 1673, having 
SgrSfiid to . ^. his Majefty's^Ieafure, that all reftraints 
againft the i^le'iying of charters be taken oiF, and th^t 
r^ihouldj)i'p<l<^A 'therein accortin^^ the feveral for- 
mer, di/eftibfi'^' ^vfh from ,t^^^^ I have fmce ap- 
fij/sA myfdlf >dw!^r3s the difpaV^^ of that affair, and 
liaVe given ^M'tipe to foipe jpjF the chief corporations, 
that diey JQ^^uld emplpy agentS: ^igre to fpllicit the 
tikinjg OUt«f .idiclr chairtefSij.'in^^^^^^^ is at 
prefent liMet 6ohHderation, and iUdi)hg that by a let- 
td: from his Msyeffy's privy cou^ England bear- 
idjgdat^ thfe if^^' of Aiiguft ^§70, fa copy whereoiF 
J Het^ith' iend you] fome rujies ^ijid dir^&Ions were 
reipommendcq to the lord liieutenai&t and council, t^ 
be obferveSiQ the' granting of fucb jnew charters, I 
thought it $t iitho' that letter .^^^s direfled only to 
the lord ^er jpiey, then lord licsute^ajat, and not to the 
lieutenant forthe time being, tpcphform my felf tp 
his Majefty*s pleafure. thereby figpified, unlefs his 
Majefty {(tQuld difpenle with any of the rules thereby 
prefcribed. The only difficulties tV^ I JDueet with, do 
relate to two of the diredioh^ tt^erein mentioned, 
whereof one is, that a furrenckf jKpuld be required of 
their former ciharters, without wj[\ich> a new charter 
will not abrogate an old privilege, and the other is, 
that if any corporation claims the benefit of fines and 
B 4 amer- 
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amerciaments among themfelves, that this occafioit 
may be taken of exiinfuifliing of'filcli claim and 
refuming of tha^ privilege, becmife it leads to the ob- 
ftfuftion of jufticc.' 

As tq the firft I iSnd th^ cor|>oratidns generalljr 
very unwilling tq furrendcr their old charters, many 
of them having divers antient charters. fr9m feveral 
of his Majefty*8 ' toyal predcceflbrs, wherein, there ajcfi 
large teftimonies qf their loyalties and gpod fcrvicea 
by thepi in former tjines performed, tpj the crown^ 
which they conceive to b^ much foj* thpi^ honour*) and^ 
are therefore defirousi not to part with thepi> and dc^ 
alfo apprehend that it ma^ be fome pri^^udice to theq\ 
in the lands belonging to them, and an,/oQcafion'.b| 
many fuits and dififerenqes concerning fuch leafes andl 
grants i^ have beeo' madeV andVdebts^Gonttaded by 
then), if the prefent, cqtporations jthbuld be wholl]^ 
diflblved by the Airrender of their old charters, alfp. 
they fear all the by laws and other cpIiiRlt^tipns for*, 
merly made by them wjH become '. void.' ^nd. therefore 
rather d^fUe, that if any privileges ,here(o|;9se granted 
to them (hall be found *fa be urirea&iiabl^, ancj pot 
fit to be continued, they may ty 'a,*(Iee4, i^dcr theic 
corporation feal to be enrolled in^tfie cKjjiaceryg Sur- 
render and releafe (uch" priyjle^e* tp^H^. M^jjefty^^ 
which it is fuppofed niay be a^ availably ^for tbe b^j 
ring them, from the enjoyments of . (uqfe privileges 
as if their former charters were furrenderedl 5 . as t<> 
th,e other, concerhi^ig the grants of fines and amer* 
ciaments ' among themfefves, it is infilled pn by fome 
qf tbem^ and particularly by' the city -vf Cork, who. 
have that privilege that tljey. ha75 for ni^^y y^ars en^^ 
Joyed the fame without complaint of any ill ufe made 
'thereof to the obftru6fibn of juillce,^' that there arc 
ixot in Cork any lands belonging to tlie corporation^, 
fo that if that benefit be taken ffom'th^m they (bal^ 

' ^^ ' lofo 
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loTe all that fmall income that is granted to them by 
their charter, and that being a town of the grcateft 
trade in this kingdom next to Dublin, it may pof- 
libly be;rearonable to grant fome of thofe privileges to 
that and fome few other trading towns, which may 
be fit to be denied to others of lefs confideration, 
wber^f if his Majefty Ihall be pkafed to allow, it 
will he fteceflary he ihould fignify his pleafure, that 
I may have the liberty either of allowing or difallaw- 
ing that privilege in fuch cafes as the lord lieutenant 
and cojuncil here ihall think 'fit, and as to both thefe 
rulest ^ireded to be obferved I find that neither of 
them wer^, taken notice of in the new charter which 
hath been lately granted to. the town of Dundalk, 
under the great feal of England, which was pafled 
there without any furrender of their former charter, 
and there is alfo therein contained an ezprefs grant to 
them^ '<iit 4ill the liberties and privileges belonging to 
thetn.iB-^tbe year 1641$' by force bf any charters here* 
toford granted to theiii, and a patticiilar provifion for 
their enjoyment of ill fin^s, iflues and amerciaments 
happening Within the court of the (aid town. There 
is one thing miore relating: to this matter that may 
not- be unfit -to inform you of, which 19, that by his 
Majefty*s letter of the i6th of Auguft 1671, I ani 
authorized to grant to the corporations all fuch pri- 
vileges 'a$ have been formerly granted to them, and 
the trade and condition, of fon;i&.of';fhe towns here 
being now very much altered from what they were 
at the time of theilf. granting their former charters, 
as particularly Belfaft 4nd ibme others; I have hot 
any power to enlarge the privileges of any of them 
that I Ihall find to dqferve greater encouragement than 
they had by their former charters when there was a 
lefs trade in them, which may be reminded in cafe 
)^s Majefly ihall tbipk fit to impower me to grant 

untQ 
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unto fiich corporations^ whofe trade hatk donfidem- 
Uy ^ncFcafed fifice thepaffingof their ibtfnitr char- 
iersy fuch nemr privileges the lord lieutenant anil 
council here ihall judge to bvsootivenient>for thpm, 
and to tend tp the advancement j>f the trade cbertoT. 
I defire ]^ou to take an opportunity to acquaint hia 
Msyefty with thefe feveral particulars, and to let iM 
know his pleafiire therein, which I fliall be fure 
punAually to obferve ; laiid lliaU thtti piMe^d to 
the renewing of the fev^al chaiter$> aoeorfihg to 
jttcb dSredlions as I (ball rec»ivie ^om his ttfej^y^ 
and thofe other rules mentioned rn the letter of ^M 
lords of the council here incloifed; I am^ - 



' Your jnoft faitbful humble fen^ant^ . 

X38:B--'EKv* 

I have received yours of tb^ 1 2th inft^tet,. -andl 
concerning the repqrt in the 9^{e between Mf.rBari' 
rett and my \oTd Loftus, I cpmpi^a^d it and fighod 
it at leaft fiv^ months a^oj :b||t Mr. .Bai!9!)Btt^ ^Mrhcn 
be left thi^ country. 4^ »9t %h'Hfk M ^ tskft[ik 
with him, £9 as it lay by m^ lill- within: this, three 
ireeks, ^ which time an ^ge^t from Mr, &rret( 
f:alled for i^ fUid to Ivin Jt i§ d^Uvf^ped. a 

n ' li m » tiipMi(iiil B ii»ii i iiii n iiii »M iia M iB UJ BOi uu > VM piM a M<oQ ^ yo r )Mo»o^»i n > i i tn iii i yi i i ^ fipi 

iTo th? Ea/1 oiF Orrery. 

My Lord, Dublin (^ftle, Jan. ^8^ }67^^5- 

TH E charter of Cork being now uiider don- 
fideration here, in ordc«- to the rene^ng there- 
^, I believe we ihall continae all thofe men freemen 
iOf the faid city who now art fd ; but it being poffible 
thatlbniieof the gentlemen of the neighbourhood^ Who 
1^ prefent have not freedom in that city, may v/ith 

reafon 
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reafen be proper to be named freemien in the new 
charter, if your lordihip, or tnj lord Shannon, tx> 
whom I defire you to comoiunicatB thn letter, will 
be pleafed to nominate peribos you chink fit : my- 
ielf, I prefume, and council, will not Arniple at in- 
ferting their names ; wherefore I deCr^ I may hear 
from your lordfhip upon this fubjefi: fo foon as con- 
veniently you can, only I wiih they may not be top 
many, but gentlemen of good fortunes and credit in 
the country. I am, 

. Your lordfhip's moft faithful humUe fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. Orlando Gee. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5. 

IHave fome time fince received yours of the 2d of 
January, and having an opportunity by captain 
Crofts going over, I would not omit the writing to 
you, and lending as X iuwe here enclofed a copy of 
a cypher, whereby you may at all times communicate 
your thoughts to me. In the end of your letter you 
tell 4ne 'tis the opimon that I had beft keep the 
leafes which are by ^e un&aledj for a reafon not 
convenient to mention : I defire by the help of this 
cypher you will let -me know it, as alfo that I may 
now ^nd then underftand your proceedings with the 
duke of Monmouth, I fliaU likewife return you my 
opinion in the fame manner, as there iball be occa* 
Jion. I aqi continually, in want of gentlemen to at- 
tend m^, ,thofe whom I brought over are many of 
fhem provided for, and this country is pretty fcarce 
of mjEin of that fort i wherefore I would be gjlad you 
wwld fmxk time to time find me ovt (ome : For 

their 



2t LETTERS OF 

their qualificttions, I would have them born gcni 
men, good fightly men, and free from debauchei 
and fuch as have fom<:thing of their own to mainti 
them, tho' it be but forty or fifty pounds per annui 
The terms they are to be upon are thefe, tbej ha 
lodging and diet in the Caftle for themfelves- ai 
their men ; they ride in the life-guard, and have 
pay there of between 30 and 40 1. a year, which pa 
will keep their horfes well ; fo as if they have a litt 
of their own to go handfomely in cloths, 'twill I 
enough. If I find them men of fenfe, and fit ft 
buflnefs, I fhall prefer them before any others, 1 
places do fall. Indeed, I would be glad you woul 
enquire me out a man or two that are of good un 
derftanding, for many times I have occafion to ein< 
ploy them : pray, as you hear of any that may be fit fo| 
me, let me know it, and I will fend for them flill a< 
I want»: I am» 

Your moft affe&ionate friend^ 

%SSEX, 

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon. 

Sir, Dublin Ga(lle, Jan. 36, 1674-5. 

ABOUT a fortnight ago I received a letter of 
his Majefly^s, counterfigned by yourfelf, in the 
behalf of Mr^ Richard Tklbott, direAing a- grant 
to him of an incumbrance 6(it of his eftate. I have 
enquired into the matter, and do find it to be a mort* 
gage, which mortgage (as the letter recites) is by 
the A& of Settlement granted to the 49 ofEcers^ 
Now, by a former letter, in the name of colonel 
Gary Dillon, his Majefty has been pleafed to order 
that there fhall be a liberty and preference given to 
him to place deficiencies upon the whole 49 fecurity*;^ 

ah4 
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ind ihould this gentleman come in, and make his dif* 
covery, colonel Dillon, upon the right of preference^ 
would carry the thing. I have therefore thought fit 
to keep this letter in Mr. Talbott's behalf private^ 
till I have a further figniiication of his Majefty's 
pleafure ; and indeed I muft needs fay this, that if 
his Majefty do grant thefe things for the advantage of 
private men, who may buy deficiencies at a lower 
rate, and apply them, it is much more natural that 
thofe on whofe land the incumbrances are, as the 
cafe of Mr. Talbott is, ihould partake of his Ma- 
jefty's favours, rather than others who are flrangera 
to the eftates. You will be pleafed to take fome time 
to acquaint his Majefty with this, and according to 
fuch orders as ihall come, I fliall conform myfelf. . 

I ^, your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•f+ +4 ++++++ ++++4-f4~f-++ ++++++ ++++++ 
To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5- 

SINCE I wrote to your lordfliip I have three of 
yours to acknowledge of the 12th, i6th, and 
and another of the a3d, by the latter of which you 
give me an account of feveral paflages relating to this 
country, and among others, that there are fome ob- 
jedions made againft regimenting the army here; 
and that it is propofed that the eldeft captains ihould 
command as field-officers. I confefs, I am utterly to 
feek what thefe objedions ihould be ; and as for 
the propofal of the eldeft captain to command, it will 
be vtry often found inconvenient, feveral of them 
probably not being fo fit for it ; but I ihall fuf- 
pend any thing to be faid upon this fubjed^ till Mr. 

Harbord^ 
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drawn with care, and I conceive Is ytry retfonil 
for his Majefty to allow. I am^ 

Your moil faithful humble fehrant^ 

ESSE2 



To Mr. Thinne. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30th, 1^74^5, 

SINCE my laft writing to you, feveral lettei 
of yours, as thofe of the 9th, 12th, and x6t) 
inftant, have come to any hands, which happening ti 
arrive when I was full of other bufinefs, 1 had no 
leifure to fend you my anfwer. t give you thanki 
for the divers intelligencies you fend me, and defin 
you will continue your correfpendence. That which 
your laft fpeaks of the prefent report concemiag 
the earl of Shafdn)ury, I do agree with you in opi* 
nion, that it cannot have any good foundation. I am 

Tour moft afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Henry CapeU 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5* 

BElieving Mr. Harbord will certainly be upon 
the road, for Ireland before this letter can arrive, 
1 muft hold my correfpondence with you for fuch 
matters as I would have communicated to him ; and 
therefore I have herewith inclofed a letter written 
to him concerning EfTex Houfe : 'tis moft of it in 
cypher, which your key will unfdd ; as alfo one . 
other to Sir Charles Harbord, which I defire you to 
deliver. 

The 
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'- The city here is at prefeiit in a good deal of 
difordei',' the atdermert and commons almoft perpetu^- 
sklly jarring^ and difFeHng. At my firft cdmirig ovei? 
they were in great cohfufioh^ and feveral mutinied 
nad beeii- hereV ahd in bhe of thtm concerning the 
UtiUdirig'l bridge, the tUittult was fo great^ as Sit* 
Arthur FdrbeA;; then oric 6f thfe lords jufticesj wa3 
forced to ' di*i'v^- Wt fomeibf tlie foldiers, and. caufe 
fliem. td 'fere' ^mong them, • before they would be 
4^ietetfj 'v^efeih'fdme4heri 'lf>ft thfeif li^es. AftcN 
^ardsi •by-flfeWfe'pfaaicksoffSir Ellis Leighton td 
get 'hiriifctfniitb^he i-ecocder-*S place, and fome othet* 
idvanta^ttnbriSioney; Sir John Totty then Mayor^ 
Joining WitlV'bthet icditioiis peoflle 6f tlie comtnons^ 
it- dttce- ¥uffied^out eight ahlernifert arid the rccorder- 
THfe^ttawcc *hT9g cjttraoi'rffrt&ry- dnd the tttiriher of 
dajiltfcihg' tWtflfe ineh wko'^tere the wealthieft and 
«ibll?*rulj*^tM of tHe city, bdttg vdry irregular 4nd 
iUH^iU^htt^fh^Jr ^p^lied'theitiJfelVes to thisf.Kitig iti 
fen^)arid'^aiid>H?s Niijeftjf* at* fti^ -firft coming dvSfi'bt- 
ii^ed mel4ib*h<Jaraa* deterti^i^ ^il according t6 juftleti^ 
9>Ws a!R5i^Mdf^fuirb<NH«fngW large, ahd 'the pro-^ 
ii?edmg-^*t6riifri^^uti tlftfe atdel-men aj>pearirtf> ffdt 
6i^c'6ftharify-ii6 aW-'1he^'^ra<ftioes &od ciiftoms of thi« 
9Hf^ -but yWJfikgamft the'fules Of commoil' juftice^ 
IbWas- defcTareH' void by the ^whble board, there being 
if^leaft io-ia^tbe council 'Jir^fents ^^^ ^^^ diffenting* 
kai tiiat^thii atd^rmeb (h^ld' -b^i replac^^d agafin j as 
aTftI -thaf-^tt' Sifts 'and proceedings relating to the 
turtiing oat of thefe aldermen fhould be efazcd out 
•f the city books. The firft part was performed, and 
the' aldermen put in poffeiBon of their places ^gain j 
but as fof the latter, the city has neglefted to do it 
hitherto, and the laft week there being a c(uarter af-^ 
(embly, the matter was taken into confideration : 
ibc mayor and aldermen unanimoufly agreed, and 

C fent 
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fcnt it to the commons } the common t by vote have ft 
fttfed obedience to our orders. I am confideriAg what t 
do in the thing : Aire I am I will not fufferhis Majefly* 
authority to be flighted, but will fee our orders obeyed 
and thefe proceedings, by one means or other, ras«i 
out of their books. The reports which every dsj 
are tranfmitted hither from England of my remojps 
is the principal caufe of their ftubborneiii ; and, Uff 
deed,, it is a misfortune to his Majefty's affairs,. tbui 
fuch rumours are fpread ; for I do .noc believe tkal 
under the fun there are a people who. aie more agl 
to defpife and aflFront their governors than /ome iiejpi 
are, and will, if they have any iojis^inatioA thu 
they are to be recall^ : j^ut I know, not how tbv 
can be helped in fuch. a'loQfe age as.tbi^s ^whe^t. alj^ 
men write and fpeak what they pleafe f .^w^vfi^' 
doubtlefs it much weakens his Maje%.'aj authciriljH 
The reafon that I have .writ all this is Xq introdjUM 
another matter, wherein I defire you taa^fe.n^^lpQA 
keeper and Sir William Jones the amorney genep^ 
their opinions : Theie ts^ one PhiUpot, a. haberda{(be|^ 
who hath in my lord Berkley's :time,. and. now fiocp 
my coming, hath been the priocipal... ringleader ol 
thef<!i fedttious people. This man, while ■ the ,ei(h|t 
aldermen were turnf^d out, was hin^lf and qm% 
Greiiingham chcfeq into the place of tjiro of ^ 
aldermen, which ele^ion was by the judgment of .the 
board made void^ Some tkn^e after -the council h^ 
given this fentence, this Philipot, being noafter of onQ 
of the corporations of the city, and there being fomq 
cups which belonged to them to be new caft, he^ 
without orders of his corporation, direAed a motto tp 
be put upon them in thefe words, Thefe Cups v}tr$ 
made in the year when PhiUpot and GreJJingham wert 
Aldermen \ which cups are conftantly ufed at all the 
feafts of the city* Now, perhaps, tho' the thing 

may 
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khay fcem but trivial in itfelf, yet I conceive 'tis of 
fome confequence to the government^ that a kind" of 
memorial fliould be kept, and every year fet before 
the faces 6f the people, contradiding an order of the 
lord lieutenant and council, who have adjudged thefe 
men not to be aldermen, and that their election was 
totally irregular and void, and that to the end there 
might be no memory of fuch irregularities, all pro- 
ceedings relating to it {hould be ra^ed out of the 
Ibook^. 

t am very fure the city will never be in any tole- 
rable quiet till fome few of the chief incendiaries do 
fmart for it. Being toath in my own nature to make 
ufe of power for the chaftifement of fuch exorbitant 
cies^ I have been watching to lay hold of fome par- 
ticular to fix upon any of them, which might bear aii 
indictment in fome of the King's courts ; and, if I 
midake not^ this will, upon the fcore of fedicion ; 
wherefore I defire you to take fome opportunity to 
fpeak with thefe two perfons before mentioned, fo 
fbon as conveniently you can, and let me know theif 
opinions^ I would not have it difcourfed of abroad^ 
but only to afk them privately, and let me under- 
stand their fenfe. The violencies of fome of thefe 
littld fellows have been infufFerable ; and what courfe 
(bever I ihal) thipk Ht to take with them, I would be 
glad to be latisfied with the judgment of thofe two 
great men, I mean my lord keeper and Mr. attorney, 
being loath to begin with any of them in a point 
which will liot certainly hold. Fray, tell my lord 
iceeper that I have his letter conceriring the efeheators^ 

I 9m jour moft affbdlionate brother, 

ESSEX, 
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To the Duke of Ormond. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 2, 1674-C 

THE provoft of the college here dying la 
night, upon enquiry what is direded by fia> 
lutes of the college for the nominating of another* 1 
do find, that the vice provoft do fignify the vacancy tc 
the chancellor, and that the chancellor do acquaint hii 
Majefly therewith, who hat referved the nominatm 
to himfelf. Conceiving the matter to be of foOM 
confequence to this kingdom, that a fit and pruddll 
man be intruded in this employment, and knowiii| 
that a perfon (who, as all the biihops and othen 
here, tell me is a moft unfit man for it) ftays in 
England on purpofe to get this preferment, I havie 
by this pacquet fent to recommond Mr. dean Ward, 
whom I look upon as the difcreeteft and propereft man 
in this kingdom to be provoft, and whom I under- 
ftand that your Grace has the like good opinion of! 
My letter is gone to Mr. fecretary Coventry, well 
knowing how entirely he is your Grace's fervant i 
and I have likewife given him a hint of the formi 
that are to pafs through you, that he may fo manage 
the affair, as to prevent any perfon from being im- 
pofed upon us, and may introduce this gentleman ^ 
fucceed, fo foon as your Grace's letter (hall come 
over. Thus much I thought fit to acquaint your 
Grace with, both in regard of the ftation you arc in, 
as chancellor, and alfo to afTure you, that I (hall 
never be wanting in paying your Grace all due re- 
fpeA and eftecm, as being 

Your Grace's moft faithful, 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Ta 
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To Sir Henry Capel. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Feb* 3, i674-5, 

I Have received yours of the 27th of January, all in 
cyphers. I defire you to give my lord of Arling- 
ton 9II the kind thanks imaginable from me, for the 
notices he fends by it, and in treat him he will make 
jife of your hand to convey things of this nature to 
mc., which I Ihall conftantly keep with perfea fe- 
crecy ; but as for the matter itfelf the new letting 
of the farm, I do know that there is a treaty on foot 
coocerning it, and letters do pafs between my lord 
treafurer and myfelf upon that fubje£l, and for augh( 
I can find, he is very fair towards me in the thing, apd 
will not, I believe, conclude without fifft acquaint- 
ing me therewith ; wherefore I conceive it heft to 
let that matter alone, I am. 

Your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. fecretary Coventry, 

Sir, ' Dublin Caftle, Feb, 3, 1674-5. 

THE city of Dublin hath never fmce my 
coming, nor of a long time before, been very 
eafy or quiet ; the commons perpetually jarring and 
mutinying againft the mayor and aldermen. I will 
not repeat to you what was done before my time, 
upon projeds of Sir Ellis Leighton, in fupporting 
the commons againft their fuperiors ; but fure I am, 
that his practices in countenancing that inferior foi:t 
of people, have made them obftinate and wilful ever 
fince i nor need I tell you how upon his Majefty's 
C 3 letter 
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letter of reference to myfelf and counci\» we wi 
judged the turning out the eight aldermen and n 
corder, to be (as indeed it was) both contrary ta til 
cuftom of this city, and. even to the rules of commoi 
jufttce ; for with thefe tranfa^lioos I fuppofe yoj 
long ago are acquainted. There was a daufe in n 
quiring the city to blot out of their books thofe ir 
regular proceedings of theirs relating to the eijght alder 
men and recorder -, this hath refted among them eva 
fince^ and by reafon of fome unfettlednefs in the 
aflfembly, and fome little differences and disputes m^ 
mong themfelves, I omitted the preffing of the exe; 
cution of that part of the order till now, this laft 
week, it being propofed among them, the mayo^. 
and aldermen unanimoufly confented, but the com^ 
mons refufed. The matter in itfelf is of no great 
moment, but I conceive it of much confequence that 
bis Majefty's commands (bould be obeyed ; and It 
will be a precedent very dangerous to the govern* 
ment here, that they ihajl have an order of the lieu- 
tenant and council entered upon their books, requir^^ 
ing them to raze out fome matters in their a£i8 of 
aflembly, and that thefe very things in after times (hall 
appear unrazed, which may give a ground in future ages 
both to this and other cities and corporations to difpute 
tbe rendering obedience to His Majefty*s authority j 
for which reafon I am refolved to have, the thing done 
one way or other, and if I can find any legal courfe 
that will reach fome of thefe feditious people, I will 
certainly make them fmart for it. Thus much I 
thought necefTary to acquaint you with, that you 
might know how things 'move here, Ijcft any flying 
reports fhould bring mifreprefenrations upon our 
aGEings. The provoft of this college being lately dead, 
I have confulted fome of his Majefty's council to inform' 
myfelf in whofe difpofition the gift thereof is, who 

arc 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 39 

are of opinion that it is in me, for the flatutes of 
the college, of which I have fent 3rou a cbpy, di- 
reSdngj that the chancellor fliould give notice to the 
King of the vacancy, to the end that the college 
fhould be provided with a new one i and his Ma- 
Jefty having granted to me, by my patent, the dif- 
pofal of all places civil and ecclefiaftica), which are 
in his gift, except fome therein particularly menr 
ttoned, this not being excepted, muft of confequence 
remain in ray difpofal, and indeed I conceive the 
thing is veiy clear ; yet, however, having enquired 
into the pradice of former times, I do find that in 
my lord Strafford's time it was granted by his Ma- 
jefty*s letter, but in my iord of Ormond's time, ii^ 
the year ^643 or 44, his lordfiiip then lieutenant, 
did grant it fjrom himfelf without any letter, and 
fince bis Majefty's reftoration, the gentleman who 
laft had it, received it from his Majefty's letter ; but 
that letter was fent when there was no governor, viz. 
in the yesu* 1660 1 for from the end of May till 
Chrillmas following, when the lords juftices com- 
miffion was firft pafled, there could be no other way 
of majcing thefe grants : fo as there is both my pa- 
tent, and likewife the precedent of my lord of Or- 
mond, to confirm my right. I have pitched upon 
Mr. dean Ward, who is every way a man fitly 
qualified for the employment, and have herewith 
fent you a letter for his Majefty's fignature, in cafe 
his Majefty will have it pafs that way, but if it go 
the other, a line from yourfelf will be fufiicient. I 
am, I confefs, very fearful of having a perfon, put 
in who is not of abilities and parts fuitable to the 
truft, it being the only college for the education of 
the youth of the kingdom ; and I do affure you this 
doctor Ward hath the votes of the bifhops, and all 
other people herc» as abfolutely tAf pfoperefl man 

C 4 for 
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for the provoftfliip j wherefore I dcfire the utm# 
of your aiEftancc, whereby you will n6t only oblij 
this gentleman, but the whole kingclom, «|id yei 

particularly 

Your moft faiihfpl and moft humble fervant, ■ 

ESSEX, 

;.| 

f ^ y m i p M» M iii n i ^ l y iiii i m iiiifii 

To the Lord Trcafurcr. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlc, Feb. 3, 1674-5. 

SOME time fince I defired my lord Conway to 
write to your lordfliip concerning the provoft- 
(hip of the college here, and to intrcat your lord« 
ihip's favour and alTiftance in recommending Mr dean 
Ward to it : the provoft is lately dead, and, upon 
viewing my patent, I conceive that thing is clearly 
in my gift, but I do find that the practice hath 
been both ways ; my lord of Ormond, when lieute- 
nant, did difpofe of it as from himfclf, but my lord 
pf Strafford did it by letter from his Majefty : where- 
fore I have fent a draft of a letter to Mr. fecretary 
Coventry, but however acquainting him with my right, 
and with the precedent I have for it ; being loath, 
fince it has been a received opinion that the gift was 
in the King, abfolutely to difpofe thereof till I had 
made it )cnown to his Majefty. Mr. dean Ward is 
9 man, that I dare be anfwerable for, to be the fitted 
in. the whole kingdom for the employment ; and 
therefore if a;iy endeavours ftiould be ufed to intro- 
duce another, I defire your aftiftance in Dr. Ward's 
behalf. I have confidered of Mr. Proger's petition, 
which your lordfhip fent over with your letter dated 
the 20th of January, and do find that Sir Ellis Leigh- 
fop bath pa^Ted a patent for a leafe of thqfe lands 

and 
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and redories therein mentioned ; but thefe formerly 
belonging to the church, the ads of fettlement have 
Vttttd them again in the church, and whenever they 
fhall be queftioned, I am confident Sir Ellis Leigh- 
ton's grant will be overthrown. The like failure 
muft of confequence be found ii^ the grant of the 
inheritance of them ; fo as I fear it will be of no 
advantage to Mr. Progers if he fhould have fuch a 
patent. Mr. Progers is a gentleman I have long 
known, and a perfon for whom I fhould be glad to 
have an opportunity put into my hands to do him 
any fervice : and indeed, the beft I pan now perform 
upon this fubjedl, is truly to report to your lordihip 
the ftate of. his caufe; and whenever any better oc- 
cafion (hall happen, 1 (hall moft willingly and faith- 
fully do him the part of a friend. 

Within one week I hope to give your lordfhtp fomc 
account concerning the farmers books, ^nd in the 
mean time I remain with perfeA truths 

Your lord (hip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 3, 1674-5. 

THE provoft of the college is now newly dead, 
and therefore your lord(hip's good word to his 
Majefty, if there be an occafion, will be very fea- 
fonable on Mr. dean Ward's behalf; but I hope 
there will be no need of any folicitation,' in regard 
that upon confideration I find the gift thereof to be 
in my patent : however, I have writ to Mr. fecre- 
fary Coventry in this matter, and if his Majefty will 

ba^c 
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|uve It pa6 by way of hti letter, I doubt not of 
your lordfliip's aAftance in preruUng with the King 
tliat Dr. Ward, whom I have reeomaieqded, fiiould 
h^ the man. Haying nothing fiirther to ttooble you 
wkl| s^t preiisnti I remain, 

Ypur lordfliip's 

fooft faithful bumble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To Sir Arthfur Forbcfc, 

Sir^ Dublm Caftle, Feb. ^ 1674-^5^ 

T HAVE receive^ yovr t^o letters dated the 3d 
Jl^ of February. A* f<3!r the affignmenti of the 
ynoney, the cMimifficiiier$ l^aye not dealt well with 
fnr^ in not having fen^ them befe^re : having had bpth 
thofe of the treafury and of Corkrhoufe with me 
this morning, I have adjured the natter fo as you 
will not fail of an gccoun^ by this pq(b that the mo- 
ney will be fpeedily and certainly paid. 

My lord juftice is enquiring after i^eele, whom 
jou mentiot^, concerning counterfeiting of money ;; 
there is alfo one William Barrett, living now in 
Belfaft, a gpldfmith by trade, whoi came four or five 
years fmce from . Newcaftle, and has been fhrewdly 
fufpe£ied of coining ^ I defire you would inform 
yourfelf thereof. You may do well to have an ac- 
count where Wall and Montgomery do ufually refide, 
but for die prefent, I think it not convenient to 
have them apprehended ; tho' I would be glad to 
Jcnow when we may find them, for fome reafons 
whkh I (hall difcourfe with you when you come up 
hither. 

I 
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I have herewith enclofed a letter from my ^rd 
MafTereen to Mr. Beecher, aud if any orders be 
convenient fqjc foldiefs, you majr give diredtons 
therein. 

I am, your mo(^ faithful 
a^nd affedionate feryant, 

ESSEX. 

Since 1 writ thjs, the ^ffignmcnts were broMght t^ 
^e, which are herewitl;ii tranfmitted. 

To l^prd Fitzbarding. 

.My Lord., publinCaftle, Feb. 6, 1674 5. 

SOME time ag^ I received a letter from your 
lordibip, together wi^h a petition concerning 
your quit-rents, upon which I direded Mr. Gpdol- 
phin to fpeak to your agent to what wa^ exped^d 
on my part therein, whp tells me, that till feme pro- 
ceedings have been in his Majefty's courts here, 
they have nothing to de/ire from me. The matter, 
i muft confers, by fp much as I can underftand of it, 
feems a little perplexed ; but as foon as application 
Ihall be made, your lordfhip may aflure yourfelf of 
my friendihip and readinefs to ferye you, upon this 
pr any other occaiion. 

pur news from EngUnd gives us an account, that 
the parliament is like to (It ; if fo, I fear it will 
hinder your lordfhip's coming into the country, 
which, whenever your affairs will permit, your com- 
pany will be moft welcome to. 

Your lord(hip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To 
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To the Earl of Anglcfcy. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlr, Feb. 6^ i&74-S# 

YOUR Iord{hip*s of the 29th December, came 
to my hands about ten days fince, wherein, 
among other things, you mention the troublefome 
condition which the baronies of Bear and Bantry in 
the county of Cork are in. Since my coming, I have 
obfenred that almoft all thofe mountainous rocky 
parts are fubjedt to thefe diforders in the winter fea- 
ibn^ but in the fummer we eafily find means to quiet 
the people ; and I do intend this next fpring to fend 
fome men into thofe quarters your lordfhip fpeaks of. 
Your brother alfo was with me, and delivered a letter 
tof my lord of Arlington's in his behalf, for a troop 
of horfe. Thofe employments fall but feldom, there 
having not been one in my difpofal (ince my coming ; 
and indeed, I am never without letters of his Ma* 
jefty*s for feveral perfons, requiring the giving of 
thofe commands, fo as I cannot pofitiveiy refolve 
-what to do upon this occafion. I am, 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervanf, 

ESSEX. 

To Mr. Secretary Coventry, 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb, 6, 1674-5. 

THIS letter ferves only to convey the inclofed 
to you in behalf of the earl of Kildare, which 
1 mentioned in mine of the 30th of January j the 
matter feems very reafonable, which makes me re- 
commend it to his Majefty's fignature. I am> 
Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

RIGHT 
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RIGHT trufty, &c. We grctt y6U if»*B, 
Whereas Our right trufty and right well be- 
loved coufin, John earl of Kildare^ hath by his 
guardian Elizabeth, countefs dowager of Clafe, 
humbly petitioned, fetting forth that Wentworth, 
late ear! of Kildare, father of him the faid John, on 
or about the firft day of February in the loth year 
of Our reign, by indenture under his the faid Went- 
worth's hand and fea], for and in confideration of the 
fum of ten pounds, fterl. paid unto him the fail 
earl by one George Fitegerald, then of Lady^town, 
and formerly of Chriftian*«-town in the county of 
Kildare, in that Our kingdom, gentleman, and to« 
wards the reparation of the faid George, in that be 
did not enjoy fome other lands that had been leafed 
to him by the faid earl, did demife^ grant, and to 
farm let unto fir Maurice Euftace, knight, (afterward 
lord chancellor of Ireland) the town and lands of 
Walters-town in the county of Kildare, with the 
hamlets and land thereunto belonging ; the town and 
lands of Doveeny and Ballygrenan in the faid coun- 
ty, with the hamlets thereunto belonging, and the 
village, hamlets, and lands of Feanens in the (aid 
county, to have and to hold the faid towns and lands 
with their and every of their rights, members and 
appurtenances, for the term of fifty one years after 
the leafe then in being of the premiffes refpeQavdy 
ended, yielding and paying unto the faid Wentworth, 
his heirs and afligns, the feveral rents and referva- 
ttons in the faid indenture mentioned and expreiled ; 
and that in the faid indenture, the name of the laid 
fir Maurice 'Euftace, knight, was made ufe of in trufi^ 
and for the benefit and advantage of the faid George 
Fitzgerald, and likewife fetting forth that the laid 
George Fitzgerald at the time of the (aid leafe made, 

was 



46 LETTERSOP 

was a peHbn indided and outlawed iii that Ourkii 
dom of Irelaiid for high treafon, upon account of I 
late ifebellion or war, which began in thaf 
kingdom the 23d of 0£^ober i64i» whereby the i 
truft, arid all the right, title^ and intereft 6f kim t 
laid George Fitzgerald lo the faid lands became fa 
felted to Us, and are difpofable by Us unt6 the iH 
ef the ads of fettlement and explanation ehafiej i 
that Our kingdom, by which ads^ or one of than 
the truft of the faid term of years is appointed pai 
of the fecuriry deigned for the fatisfadion of A 
commiflioned officers^ who fe^ed Us and Our foyi 
bther in Our wars of Ireland^ before the ^th da 
bf June 1649. And upon the whole matter bclbe^ 
Us, that We would be gracioudy pleafed to grae 
tnto him the faid John the benefits and adrantife 
of the faid truft^ and all our rights title, and Inteiel 
in law or equity, in or to the faid lands duriiig tbl 
Ivmalnder of the faid term of years, to the eiid tkl 
lame be hot longer an inctimbratice on the lands dl 
bim the faid John^ all which We taking into OuiT 
{Mrinceiy confideratibn, and the many good and foithfol 
fervices performed to Us and Ouir royal predeceficNrt 
Kings and Queens of England, by the aticeftors of 
the faid John earl of Kildare^ and to the eiid the (aid 
John eai-l of Kildai-e may be encouraged ta folloilr 
the example of his anccftors ih their loyalty and fide* 
tity to the crown^ atid likewife taking into Our coo^ 
£i}eration One provifoe or claufe in the 86th pagft of 
the z& of fettlement of that Oui- kingdom of Ireland, 
whereby it is enafied, that it ihall and may be lawt 
fbl for the lord lieutenant, or the chief governor of 
that Our kingdom for the time being, by an/ deed 
under his or their hands and feals, to grant the reft and 
refidue of all leafes not exceeding three lives, or 31 
years from the 23d of O^ber 1641, to be reckoned 

and 
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and accQunted, which by the fatd aS are vefted ia 
Us5 to fuch iiMiocent. perfon or peribns to whom the 
rent atid reverficm upon fticb leafes do appertaio, 
whereby . it, is manifcft, that the intention of the faiA 
a& was to grati^ ianoceet and loyal pericms^ by 
grai)tii^,,iinto than forfeited incumbrances of thk 
aatiire.^'lJ^ei^owneftates^ and altho' tbe.leafe be« 
fore .mentioned be not^ within the record or letter of 
the ^d{ prpvifoe, we do neverthelefs Aink iit as a 
mark ^ Qur. favour, t^ the faid John e^rl ^ KSl^ 
dare^ and in difcharge of fh^ trail: repofed in Us bjr 
the tJBt^ of f^tUement and explanation, enai^ed Ia 
thsit Our kbgdom, to grant' Our fight and Intereiik 
therein,:unto hiqfi .thejTaid JqI^a earl of Kildare^ and 
W^ dp. ^ejQi^pre will; and req^uire yqu that . in cale 
iX,S^^}l^^p^^Tf^ j^j^. that the faid peprgCj.Fit^ 
gprald;!?. outlijwe4. of high, tf^ a^^/i^Rfcf^ y^fm 
caufe.a:(^(]EJii&>ii t^ iflV^^fjut uad«x.Q|ic gr^ &al 
of .thai.Ovir fe^^ W^o ibme ^,<mr juftiq» 

of pcaoe of y^^ couTk^ t^^Kildzxt^ :in^WJ^^ a»l 
Tpquirjiig t^e^,to eD<|ui;re,of t^(? Iktd,.fiad.wbeth|BC 
'^if^jpf^vr^f^iaktnifi^^^^^^ ^<fii^ Maurice 

i^ijftacjf 49 trij^^ for . t^i? /pid George FitftgfrJjl as aM 
l^fa^-ap^^jco value, ;^g^4^u:ue .eftiniatejpak^^^ 
r^a^-vdtte^ of^the ^i^^it^^ 
jjd .iinty ..^he faid fir jMjjvpw Eu^ace.-.^;^*^ iai4 
IStexftyfot^M .aforefaid, . apd ;what ^the fafsie i^. yeailjf 
l«rofth"ia cafe of pjjfcjfis^e Jfc^ef^ 
fttid:. ietu«j^wfprcf ^jjo^p?^^^ mux, tlie;^. f^purt ^of 
fchaQQeiy^ "lyj^ich ,b^ng .df^pe i^ 
and. |>i?afure^,. that yi^jl^m^y}^-.^^^^ 
Qt QfJ^tf^ y^^ff^ntf y<ji} do bjf ;advif:c qf ./ona^ jof ojtf 
pounci\.Jearjicd in tij^lawj of . that Qj^t i(k^^^ 
cau^ ^fJHfe^ir^Iy ktc^s^.^tents: under, ike g^feal 
of tHat.Dtjr ki^g<tem^.to, 1^. 1^ pc^fed ttixta 

the faid^ptui.v^M :^iJSh^ jcpiu^ing:,a.«ra^a 
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I am very glad your lordftiip has no need of f 
money, which the country was fo willing to raife 
the repair of the two caftles you mention, I dq\ 
not but the remitting of it will be an encoura| 
mcnt for them to do the like upon other occaliQiu 

You will by this receive orders for the return 
the troops and company into their former quartei 
which you may keep by you, and when you fii 
there is no further need of them abroad, they qu 
be recalled. 

I have nothing further to add, but to give y« 
lordfhip thanks for your care in this matter, asid t 
aflure you that, 'I ana. 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 



To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. lo, l674<-5. 

I Have received yours of the 2d inftant, together 
with the order of council relating to your lord- 
fliip's money, his Majefty's letter for the levying 
of the fame, is alfo come to my hands, we fhall 
fpeedily proceed to the difpatch of that bufinefs. 

In mine of the 3d of February, I gave you fomeac** 
count of the diforders that the city is in here, which the 
privy council, (being formerly petitioned by the mayor 
and aldermen) had agreed,but the commons had denied 
any compliance to our order for the razing out thofc 
pndue proceedings againft the former recorder and 
late aldermen. I alfo hear that the aflembly of tjie 
commons confifted of fifty eight, forty five wheieo( 
voted againft the order, and only thirteen for it^ fo as 

ft 
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it wais evident, that the major part of the commons 
are infefted with this diforder. We iffued out 
(B further order, requiring pofitivety their obedience^ 
and in cafe they refufed, that the names of thofe 
perfons (hould be returned who prefumfed to vote 
againft it, and upoti reading this order, the commonsf 
violently broke open the doors and went out, and 
thus difiblved the aflembly. I do know that it is 
three or four men who zQ, it all, and who fpend 
their time wholly in feditiOus meetings^ and inciting 
the people to tjiis difabedience i I fear^ fhould we 
not take fome courfe with thefe ringleaders, the ex^ 
ample of it would be very mifchievous to the go- 
vernment) and therefore I defire you would be pleafed 
to . acquaint his Majefty with the affair, and that I 
may have a figniiication of his pleafure therein. 

As for the matter itfelf, I prefume we (hall order 
their books id be brought to us *id council, and fee 
Ihem razed there^ but the point I would be gkd to 
liave his Majefty*s direSioiis in, is whether I fhould 
not proceed to inflid: fome punifliment upon thofe 
men who afe of fuch unquiet f})irits as to ftir up 
the people* to this fedition ; that his majefty may fee 
the reafoitablenefs of our 6rder which is thus dif- 
)>uted among them. I have herewith incldfed a copy 
thereof* 

The parliament being in probability to meet, I 
defire you will be pleafed to know of the King, with 
whom he will have me place my proxy this next 
feffions, the laft fitting it was with my lord of Or-» 
mend } not knowing whether he will be there or no^ 
pray take fome time to acquaint his Majefty, that 
he may difpofe thereof as beft pleafeth hin^, and yoa 
may fignify his commands therein. The provoft of 
the college being lately dead, if your letter for the 
reftttution of. the fellows which I have reeomntended 

D z to 
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to you be not difpatchcd, I defire it may be addreS 
fo.as before, with this addition, or to the provoft { 
the time being, otherwife it will neceflitate the t 
newal thereof. 

1 am, with perfeft truth, 

Youi* moft faithful humble fenranfy 

ESSEX. 

M M UMM <M ■<i(ii w »o imM nt nn ii imirMnM W iittntwnminMiiirt rtnTtttttttwww WWW 

To the Lord Treafurer! 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. lo, 1674-5. 

IN my laft I gave you fome account of mr. Pro- 
gers bufmefs in anfwer to your letter, but forget* 
ing then to return mr. Progers's petition, I herevdtb 
tranfmit it to your lordfhip. Since my comrag into 
this employment, I have not met with' any thing oi 
much difficulty or uneafmefs, except only the difor- 
ders which I found this city in at my'arrival, and 
indeed the fecretary of that perfon who was here be^ 
fore me, did for fome of Jiis own private ends en- 
flame a feud, that was beginning between -the Met" 
men and commons to that degree, as I could never 
with all the induftry and fair means I have ufed for 
thefe two years, bring them to any compofure. There 
was a mutiny, in the time of my lord Berkley, ' about 
the building of a bridge, which came to that heightt 
as fir Arthur Forbefe was forced to draw out the 
guards, and fire among and kill fome men before he 
could make them quiet ; and though I do not now 
fee any ground to apprehend a tumult or fedition like 
that ; yet the ftubbornefs of the commons at this pre- 
fent is fuch, that unleis, fome courfe be taken with 
the principal incendiaries, I fear it cannot but end 
in mifchief. A little before my coming over^ there 

were 
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were eight aldermen and the recorder moft violently 
and irregularly tbruft out of their places ; and his 
Majefty was pleafed by a letter to refer to me and 
the council the hearing and determination of that 
matter ; we fpent feveral days upon it, and having 
heard council at large on both fides, we declared the 
proceedings, in turning out thofe aldermen and the 
recorder, to be (as indeed they were) both contrary 
to the cuftoms of the city, and the rules of com* 
mon juftice, and thereupon ordered the aldermen 
and recorder to be replaced ; and to the end that no 
memory might remain of fuch undue and illegal pro- 
ceedings, we alfo ordered, that all entries relating to* 
the expulfion of thefe men, (hould be razed and 
blotted out of their books j as* the copy of the order 
herewith inclofed, will more fully inform your lord- 
fliip 5 the aldermen took their places again, but ia 
regard of fome unfettlednefs in their affembly, and 
fome irregularities and inconftancy in their meetings ; 
this latter part of our order, concerning the rafure, 
was fuiFered to reft till of late, but being fome weeks 
finee informed by the mayor, that our order was 
not compleatly executed, we fent a fecond order of 
council requiring their obedience, whereupon at an 
afl*embly called for that purpofe, the mayor and al- 
dermen unanimoufly agreed to comply, but the com^ 
mons denied it, which being figniiied to us by the 
mayor, and fheriffs, wc fent another order to them 
exprefly commanding their conformity, with direftioa 
to return the names of thofe who fliould vote again/l 
it ; upon this an aflembly being called, and the or- 
der read, moft of the commons immediately forced 
open the doors, and in a tumultuary manner broke 
up the affembly ; as for thefe entries upon the books, 
we can fend for the books themfelves to the council, 
ajid caufe thofe parts directed in our order, to be 
P 3 ^xpungedj 
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expunged there : it feems to me a thing infoSmU 
to permit men to go awajr with a&s of difobedieno 
vnpuniihed, and therefore unlefs fome feverity be al 
upon thofe three or four perfons who incite the n 
to fedition, his Majefty's authority will, I fear^ I 
much weakened, and this I ihall be extreandy aflniM 
to fee in my time. Befides in this cafe, 'tis confidai 
able that Dublin being the cajpital city^ other cocf« 
l*ations will take example by them, and the patten 
may run throughout the whole kingdom. But then 
being leifure to confult his Majefty's pleafore here&i^ 
I give your lordfhip the trouble of this large letM^ 
• imd deiire you would be pleafed to acquaint h(|M 
with the fubftance thereof, and that I may have «iy 
der, whether I {hall only fee thefe proceeding! noil 
out of the books and do nothing further^ or whetiber 
it may not be fit, that I likewife in&iA fomc puoiflf^ 
ment upon thefe incendiariesy who &\t up the pmplf 
to fedition. 

There sre feveral letters before me for theneiulHl 
of quit-rents, thefe being all upon the fame foot wiA . 
fome others for fuch like remittals, copies whendf 
I have already fent your lordfhip, I do not ae^puunl 
you with the particulars, but intend to ftqp them aUi 
till from your lordfhip I fhall receive a fignificiiciu 
pf his Majefty's pleafure upon this fubje^^ 

I am, your lordftiip's 

inoft faithful humble fervant, 

E S § £ X 
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To Sir Henry Capel. 

Dear. Brother, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 10, 1674-5. 

I Have receivedt two of jrours of the 3ath of Ja- 
nuary j and the 2d of February, as alfo two of 
the fame daf^s froih mr. Harbord. The city here are 
in very ill temper, the commons perpetually jarring 
^h the aldermeti, and now ^f|)Uting the authority 
xlf the iieutenahr slnd council. I have given mr. fe- 
crctary Coventry fln account of the'thhig, and I de- 
"ftrfc you will fiwhd hhn of Tt, that I may have a 
'^Jtedy d'rfpatcsh of his Majefty*^ t)rders to dircft me 
^Mt« I am to 36 therein. It may be a little won- 
ieiei zt by ftaiideft %, v^y I Ihould, upon (Ifdh 
•ifl ticcifitm as this, fend for driers out of England, 
sWa not myftff With the ccftnicif proceed Wirti thit 
"ifigaut zt is fitJri ftidh like cafe*; but I muft tfeil 
you truly, that the experience 1 have had of the un- 
iteiiffHids of douticilS'at WhftHfiatt, intl their per- 
petual contratfiftlhg^ tveh thfrfdifefveif' in their 6Wn 
orders, makes me walk warily. ! know very well, 
that ik E^s ]>igkton hf bis l^^rs, and colonel 
TsJbot by his emiffaries do incite the people to this 
ftubt^orneiS ; befides I cannot but take notice that 
this is the only, pdl^t npon which they can hope to 
ground a propofal to the King for my remove, viz. 
tff my behig lirtgratfefirt tt) the city here, and for this 
reiaffbn I wotild be glad to ftri-ti«fy myfelf with his 
Majefty'^ exjrfefe totiftttand, tlWt^hiy pft-ocerfdings may 
feineby t»e JdfHfiai. T^tifelrtteh frdtn fir Ellis 
ttfghton hive- heck ften Vf Atte hi^h here, who 
*iW iold itit litidncf,' tho" iHdixtd never get ohe of 
them : but for the agents of colonel Talbot, I know 
their sidings very well, and their perpetual raifing 
reports of my remove, thereby to encourage the 
jfeople to their difobedience s and I am very apt to 
P 4 believe 



56 LETTERS OF 

believe, let me do what I will, this city will i 
be reduced into a due compofure : therefore for tk 
confidcrations it imports me, as times now £tu 
to have his Majefty's commands in a point of tl 
nature, and not take the ill fuccefs, which m 
follow what courfe foever I proceed in, upon m 
fclf. 

I am told that lately his Majefty fent fome me 
fage, by fir John Duncomb, to the city of Londoi 
and that an alderman there prefuming in the afien 
bly to fpeak fomewhat difobediently, the King in 
mediately fcnt orders to have his gown taken froB 
him, and that this had been performed without mof) 
lulo, had not an earneft iqterceffion of fome friends piv 
vailed with his Majefty to pafs it by, this, if truCi 
might be good precedent for us, I defire you woiiU 
enquire out the matter, and fend ipe an account of 
the particulars thereof. 

This letter you may communicate to'mn fecittUJT 
Coventry, as being my moft particular friend^ 

I am. 
Your moft affectionate brother. 

ESSEX, 

[Enclofed is a loofe paper.] 

Finding that his Majefty will have much of %hfi 
bufinefs of Ireland, pafs through my lord treafi^er's 
hands. I have writ to his lordihip to the fame effied, 
as to mr. fecretary Coventry, this is only to you^df, 
that you may likewifc defire my lord treafurer, as wcfl 
^s mr. Secretary Coventry, to get ready difnatih of 
this affair. 
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My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. lo, 1674-5, 

THE city here is in a good deal of difor- 
der, and the commons are come to that height 
of difobcdience, as for my own part I cannot tell 
bow they will ever be brought to their right wits a- 
again, unlefs fome feverity be ufed towards their 
ringleaders : I have therefore writ to my lord trea- 
furer to acquaint his Majefty with the affair, and I 
muft defirc your lordfliip to be his remembrancer, 
that I may have orders fo foon as may he from his 
Majefty, to direfl: what I am to do therein. The 
fubftance of my letter to his lordlhip I will not re- 
peat, prefuming that he will communicate it to you ; 
but in tbefe cafes too much delay and irrefolutioh 
hinder the good effed that may be hoped for from a 
profecution of thofe that are tumultuous ; and there- 
fore 1 defire you to endeavour to get a fpeedy figni« 
fication of his Majefty's pleafure herein. Among 
the dircftions I ftnt by your lordihip^ there was one 
concerning farthings ; fince you went there hath been 
a propofal offered to me, which feems to be more 
reafonable than that which we difcburfed when your 
lordfliip was here, I have therefore inclofed it, ' to be 
confidered on your fide, I am, 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 

IT is humbly offered by the undertakers to fur- 
nifli this kingdom with copper farthiftgs and half- 
pence of the fame weight and finenefs.with thofe in 
^ngl^d^ and by Midfundmer next to import fuch a 

quaiuiiy 
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lord/hip's affiftamce in thofe things which I ihall tc 
vifc. 

I am clearly of opinion, that it were beft a parlia 
ment did meet here before t!ie farm of the revcnu 
were abfolutely fet *-, but your lord(hip knows tb 
fenfe his Majefty hath, how inconvenient it may b 
to have one fitting in England and another here ai 
the fame time ; and a parliament here cannot wdl 
be called under five or fix months preparation,, u 
regard of the fo^ms neceflary thereunto : for the billi 
muft be prepared and pafled in council there, and re- 
mitted back hither, all which will require fome 
fpace of time ; therefore if his Majefty have thought! 
of a parliament in this kingdom before the expira- 
tion of the prefent farm, we muft prepare for if 
/peedily, or otherwife it cannot be convened in due 
time. I do heartily wifli his Majefty may find the 
good effeds ezpeSed from the proclamation lately 
jfllied, and that the parliament in England may meet 
in good humour. I capnot conclude this letter witb- 
out giving your lordftiip thanks for your kindnefs, 
not only to myfelf, but alfo to Mr. Harbord : it 
pleafetb me much that he hath been of ufe to your 
lordihip in the concerns ^ for as I do ^xped it from 
all who do relate to me, th^t they ft>ould do your 
lordftiip all the fervice within their power,- fo fliall I 
wait every opportunity of evidencing the reality 
wherewith I am, 

Yourlordfliip's moft humble 

and moft obedient fervant, 

. . ESSEX. 
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To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Cattle, Feb. 16, 1674-5. 

BY a letter of yours to my lord Conway, I un- 
derftand that his Majefty hath been lately 
moved to beftow on me a fum of money for the pur- 
chafe of Effex-houfe, and that he hath been graci- 
oufly pleafed to grant it 5 the truth is, there hath 
never any thing come in my way, that I had a great 
inclination to buy but this, anil therefore I cannot 
but own the obligation I have to thofe who put it 
into his Majefty's thoughts to do me this favour ; 
among whom, I look upon your lordihip as one 
who had a {hare, and do give you many thanks for 
your kindnefs to me on this oQcafion. As to the 
manner of performing what his Majefty has promifed, 
my lord Conway will acquaint your lordfhip with my 
thoughts, fo as I fliall not need to repeat them. 
The letter concerning the council of the revenue I 
have perufed, and I do not yet find any thing to be 
objefied to it,' fave only that the claufe in the firfl: 
draft, excluding any from ading or Voting in fuch 
cafes, wherein themfelves are particularly concerned, 
is omitted 3 but by the next I (hall have confidered it 
more exa£lly, and fball then return your lordfhip my 
opinion therein. 

I am your Lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To the l^ord Raoelagh*. 

Ify tord) DttMin Caftle, Feb. ao, 1674- j[» 

Y'OtIRS of the 13th inftant I have received^ 
which gives me an account, much to nxy fa^ 
ti^fadion, of my lord treafurer^s frieodlinefs to m^ 
in tl^e occafion of dean Ward. I d^flre you would 
return his lordlhip my hearty thanks : I am fufe he 
hath not only done a. favour to me, but a good to 
the whole kingdom in it. I have perufed the two 
letters concerning the committee of council for the 
revenue ; the defign intended by this .committee is, 
thai in regard the privy council is grown fo nume-^ 
rous, the bttfinels of the revenue may be reduced 
into fewer hands. The new draft of the letter, (and 
indeed the old one is little other) impowers them 
only in two points, viz. as commiflioners of ac» 
counts, and as perfons who are to adjuft the claims 
of the farmers for defalcations and abatements t which 
is welt enough, provided the letter be followed with 
inftrudions direfting them to proceed in all matters 
relating to the re,vcnue ; and upon this fcore it is not 
only proper, but neceflary, that your lordlhip be 
named one of this number, which, if they were 
barely commiffioners of accounts, it would not feem 
fo confident : therefore if. that claufe of the firft- 
draft be added, excluding every of the commiffioners 
therein to be named, from any power of voting, of 
otherWife afling thereupon , in any cafe where any 
of ihfini fl^OMld be particularly concerned, I conceive 
the fecbnd draft may do very well. I do much ap- 
prehend the ill eiFeds that the fending over money 
from hence by the farmers to ferve their own occa* . 
fions, may produce ; though I am very confident, 
and think upon good grounds^ they have not remit- 
ted 
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ted (a much as your lordfliip imagines ; yet, how- 
ever, I fliall take the heft care I can to prevent itf 
and make them p^y in his Majefty's money here 
fpeedilj^. 

The letter in favour of the flierifFs, will doubtlefa 
be very welcome to all the gentlemen of this coun- 
try. On Monday next I (hall communicate it to 
the council. 

As to the reducing the quit-rent, I am confident 
we are in the right in the main, viz. that none be 
reduced, but where the land cannot anfwer his Ma-^ 
jefiy's rents :* and for information which thefe lands 
are, I conceive we can have no better than that from 
the farmers, who have had fome years experience of 
colIeSing the fame. Mr. Roberts pretends he can in- 
form me beyond any man concerning this matter : 
I will within a day or two fpeak with him. As to 
the manner of giving thefe abatements, I apprehend 
you have propofed the right way, that it be done by 
commiffion here^ and thaw but very few be named ^ 
the commiflion your lordihip is in. Some miftake 
in fuppofing that there was formerly a commiffion 
for abating thefe rents ; Mr. follicitor tells me, "it 
was done by the lieutenant and council, in puifuance 
of the aSs of fettlement, and not by any fpecial or- 
der ; fo as when we go on with this affair, I con- 
ceive it will be neceflary only to have a letter, whicK 
I fhall in a few days get drawn here, and tranfmit* 
ted to your lordfhip. One thing I muft obferve, that 
the lands of my lord Clancartie, mentioned in the 
lift fent over by your lordfhip, as of too mean value 
to bear the quit-rent, are about 49000 aci'es, and 
valued there at 7d. per acre ; but upon reference of 
his Majefty's, for the adjufting fome differences be- 
tween my lord Clancartie and the antient proprietors^ 
we have been forced to iiTue out commiifions for th^ 

valuation. 
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valuation of thefe lands ; on the return of which t 
do find, that fome of them are worth i8d. pef 
acre, and others not above id. or 2 d. per acre : (6 
as for this parcel of land, we can adjuft the quit-^ 
rent to that which is reafonable upon every feveral 
tenement ; and, if there were time, perhaps the bef( 
courfe would be to ifTue commiflions for all the others, 
it being impoffible to fet an acre-tax upon large 
fcopes of land, but there will be inequality. 

I fhould be very glad to know what the refult is 
in Sir Maurice Euftace^s bufinefs, both in relation 
to Port Lefter and the mills in the park. The 
letter concerning Refpites, I have longfmce received. 

I am, your lordfhip's faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. fecretary Coventry. 

. Sir, Ipublin Caftle, Feb. 20, 1674-5. 

I Have yours of the 13th, togeth^ with his Ma* 
jefty's letter in behalf of dean Ward. I muft 
giye you my hearty thanks for your* care and endea-* 
vours . in this bufinefs j and do aflure you, the perfon 
whom you have obliged, is grateful to all here, and 
I doubt not but will do very well in the employment 
his Majefty has been pleafed to favour him with. 
By a letter of his Majefty's, dated 31ft Auguft, 1672, 
power is given to myfelf and the council here, to 
raife the value of foreign coin ; the words of the let- 
ter are thefe. • 

*' As^ to what you and our council there propofe 
** in your letter of raifing foreign coin. We have 
** confidered of that matter, and are of opinion, 
<* with advice of our council, and accordingly We 
** will that you and the council dp prepare fuch a 
*^ proclamation for the rpifing or abating foreign 

•* coins. 
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'* coins, as you fhall jiidgc expedient for the good of 
'^ that our kingdom ; but that you forbear t6 ifTue 
*' it 'till you fliall have firft tranfmltted the fame 
** hither to Us for our vieW and approbation. Here 
** are a fort of Portugal nJoney called crufadoes, 
*' weighing 14 penny-weight ; there are alfo anotheir 
** fpecies of crufadoes, weighing but 11 penny- 
** weight, which two forts hiavie of late gone pro- 
^' mifcubuiiy at thre^ {hillings ^ pibce ; the reafori 
•' of it was this, thofe of 14 d. wt. being the only 
** fort which then came ovfer hither, were, by. publick 
^^ proclamation, appointed to pafs at 3 s. 8 d. The 
.^^ merchants who traded into thofe Countries bring- 
*' ing over a great quantity of the .wbrfer fort, the 
*^ ftamps whereof beihg alike^ uttered them at 3s. 8d; 
^' but the people finding the frauds, and that there 
*' watited in them one 5th part of the filver, would 
^^ take neither the one or the other at more than 3 s. 
^< fo as the ih(x>nvenience JFrom hence arifes, th^c 
•' when any of the weightier fort are given in pay- 
•< ment, the goldfmiths finding their profits, melc 
<< tliem down, by which means the coin is dimi- 
^< nifhed. Nqw there being a confiderable trade be« 
*< tween this kingdom and Portugal, probably fome 
** quantity of . this money will be brought over^ 
•' wherefore We have eonfidered thie matter, and do 
" conceive it for the benefit of the country, that this 
<< money have its due value according to its feveral 
** fpecies; The plate pieces of Mexico weighing 
*< 17 d. wt, which is the general money of the 
<* kingdom, and therefore may properly be taken 
« for a flandard to the reft, pafs for 4 s. gi, ac 
<< which rate this Portugal piece, weighing 14 d. wt. 
^^ confidering weight and finenefs of filver, is wonh 
<< very near 3 s. izd» but to avoid fra&ions in pay- 
£ ^* meat) 
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<< ment^ the prodaoiation fixes it at js. gd. AnA 

<< ia regard We do limit it to the full weight, tjierft 

^' cannot be cither injuftice or inconveniencfc ef any 

^ kind, to raife it to this value j and for your be^ 

«< ter informatioB I have herewith inc]o(ed a piece of 

'« each coin." 

You may plcafe to propofe it to his Majeily» thai 
I may have his approbation, according to form, for 
ifiuing out his proclamatim. The a3d January I 
writ to you concerning the paiSng of charters to coc^ 
porations : the agenta of feveral of them attend ia 
town at charge ; and, 'till I have a return from EngT 
land, I cannot pafe tbeic charters : wherefore I dcv 
fire, fe ibon as may be, to know hi« Majeft/s piea^ 
fure upcm thefe points, 

I am. 

Your moft faithful bumble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

Herewith inclofed is a letter in behalf of Df. 
Ward, for difpenfing with a ctaufe in therr ftatutes, 
which forbids the provoft to marry. The laft provdft 
Was married ; and had this gentleman been fo, when 
his Majefty's letter came, his being fo was of itfelf 
a difpenfation. I defire you will get his Majeffy to 
fign it, yet with this caution, that if you find the 
endeavouring this letter will ftir up dean Sheridan^s 
piretenfions again, it would be better omitted ; but if 
it may be done without diis hazard, I would be glad 
fuch a letter were fcnt. 
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By the jj^ord Lieutenatit and Council. 

WHEREAS the King's moft excellent Ma- 
jefty being informed that there is great 
fcarcity of coin io this his Majefty's kingdom of Ire- 
land^ and that by means thereof, all commerce in 
courfe is inuch hindered^ and many iilconveniencies 
tnay befal the ptiblick, if fome timely remedy be not 
slpplied ; and it being offered to his Majefty^ as a 
prefent expedient, that the values of fome fort of 
foreign Gbin, which have been lately made current in 
this Kingdom, jxizy be raifed to a higher rate ; and 
his Majeiiy having been gracioufly pleafed to take 
the fame into his princely confideration, and by his 
letters^ under his royal fignature ahd fign manual^ 
bearing date at his court at Whitehall, to fignify 
unto U8 his royal will and pieafure, that we (hould raife 
that fort of foreign coin, commonly called Portugal 
crufadoes, weighing 14 d. wt. frpm 3 s. unto 3s. lod. 
and the half Portugal crufadoes, weighing 7 d. wt. 
unto IS. II d^ and that weihould caufe his Majefty's 
good pieafure therein fignified towards his good peo- 
ple, to be made publick, and the faid foreign pieces 
of coin to be made current, according to the rate 
aforefaid^ within this bis Majefty's kingdom of Ire^- 
land* Now we, the lord lieutenant and council, in 
all humble obedience to his Majefty's royal com- 
mands, do hereby publifh add declare, that all and 
fingular thefe pieces of foreign coin, commonly called 
the Portugal crufadoes, weighing 14 d. wt* which 
now arc, or fliaU at any time from or after the date 
of this proclaniation, be brought into this king- 
dom, fhall, from and after the date of this our faid 
proclamation, be allowed, accepted, and pafs in all 
payments, zg wcU to and from bis Majefty, as other- 

E :) wife 
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wife however, between pauty and party, as curttu 
monies within this kingdom, at the rate of 3s. lod 
as fully and freely, to all intents and purpofes^ at 
if the fame were fterling arid current monies of ani 
in England ; and that the half Portugal crufiidoeSi 
weighing 7 d. wt. (hall be allowed, accepted^ and 
pafs in all payments at the rate of is. iid. cuneni 
money, in like manner, to all intents and purpoles, 
within this kingdom, as if the fame were fterltD|| 
monies, current of and in England. And in cafiT 
any of the faid pieces, made current by this prodama^ 
tion, (hall want of the weight therein laid down foi 
the faid pieces refpeAively, that then there be allow* 
ance given of 3d. for each penny- weight, being 24 
grains, fo wanting in any of the afotrfaid pieces ie« 
fpe&ively, and fo proportidnably fot greater or leflcf 
wants of weight in the faid pieces : and in cafe fucK 
defedt of weight as afofefaid, (hall be fup(>lied id 
manner as aforefaid, then, and iti fuch tafe, every 
piece fd defeSive in weight as aforefaid^ and that de^' 
fe£l of weight fo fupplied ih manner aforefaid, ihall 
lie allowed and pafs in all payments^ as well to and 
from his Majefty^ or otherwife howeVel", As curreai 
money within this kingdom^ as fully and frtely, as 
if the fame were fterling moiiey current df and iA 
England. And we do hereby declare, that no pay- 
ment (hall be made unto his Majefty^ nor any per- 
fon or perfons of what quality, natlonj or condition 
foevcr, fhall be forced to teceive any of the feveral 
pieces of coin aforefaid in any payment or t>aymeiits 
whatfoevet-, or otherwife, unlefs every fiich piece as 
aforefaid be of the weight abovcmentioned for fuch 
piece, or unlefs fuch allowance be given fo^; defefi 
of weight as aforefaid. And we tequire all thayors, 
fheriffs, portrieves, bailiffs, and all oth^r chief officers 
of corporations, and all juftices of peace, upon any 

difference 
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.differe|ice arHing or concerning the pafling of any the 
pieces of filver, formerly, and in this proclamation 
ixiexitioned to pafs in manner as aforefaid : and iq 
cafe of defeflt of weight with the refpeSive allowan- 
ces aforefaid, that in all and every fuch;cafes of dif* 
ference, they and every of them do determine fuch 
differences according to jthe rules given by this pro- 
clamation^ Giye^ 4(c« 



To Mr. fecretary Coventry 

Sir, Dublin Caftl^ Feb. 25, 1674-5. 

TH E pcrlbn who brings this letter- is my lor4 
Slane : He is married to the earl of Drogheda's 
daughter. ^ His occafions now carrying him into 
England, where I find he has little acquaintance, he 
defired me to writis to fome friend of mine to recom- 
mend him, fo as he might ma^e hi3 applications in 
his concerns there. All th^t I have to intreat of 
you is,' that you will be pleafed to ihew him your 
civility when he (hall addrefs himfelf to you. 

I remain, 

Yourmofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caflle, March 2, 1674-5, 

BY Mr. Harbord I received the favour of your 
Iprdfliip's mofl kind letter, which gives me a 
further confirmation of the continuance of your 
cfteem and value for me j of which I have fo many 
eminent inftanccs, as I were certainly a mofl: ingrate- 
* E 3 ' ful 
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fill perfofiy did I not endeavour to rehicr jrour Iw 
fhip all the fcrvices within my power. And tbc 
perhaps, I may not have To frequept opportunities < 
exprefling my zeal for you, as I wifli, yet, whet 
ever any (hail arrive, I {hall not fail to (hew myfe 
faithful and c^^dial to your lordfhip's concerns. 
find by my lord Conway, that he did not intend t 
be prefent at this next feflions of parliament. Bat i 
Ihall take feme time to difcourfe with him upon thai 
iuhjeA : and indeed, he is fo good a man^ as 1 
(hall want him if he go ; tho' if it be of more uft 
to his Majcily's affairs to have him there than here^ I 
will perfwade him to it. Mr. Harbord will be thcre^ 
and I am fure what he can do, or the beft intereft 1 
have wi:h any there, (hall be engaged to make his 
meeting a happy one, which I ptzy God gtMt it 
piay. 

I have lately writ to know his Maje(ly*8 pleifure^ 
in whofe hands he would acquaint me to place mj 
proxy, who was gracioufly pleafed to anfwer, that V6 
'Would not afTign any perfon, but leave it wholly to 
myfelf to difpofe it where I think it iitteft, btft 
doubting but I would continue to place it in good 
hands. Being at this liberty, I humbly oflfer it ta 
your lorJfliip, and have herewith inclofed it, being 
fully affured that I cannot intruft it with any wl\q 
doth more faithfully intend both his Majefty's and 
this kingdom's good. Your lordfhip's favour to dean 
Ward was very feafonable in many refpeds, and par- 
ticularly in relation to myfelf : for when things of 
this nature are carried agairtll the governor's mind, it 
much weakens his credit and intereft here, wHer6 the 
people are generally but too apt to defpife thbfc who 
are fet over them : and I believe this, and the othtr 
marks of his Majefty's favour lately manifefted, wfll 
enable me the better to ferve him in the poft Where 
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I am. I have hotliing further to trouble your lord- 
fhip with, but remain 

Your lordfliip'8 moft faithful 

and moft obedient fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lordf Dublin Caftle, March 2, 1674-5. 

IHA VE two of youfs both of the 20th February, 
one of them relating to my lord of Burlington's 
concerns here, which I fliall take care of The 
other mentions Sir George Hamilton's recruits : thid 
(hall be carried on in the way his Majefty direds. 

As for the farmers accounts, now depending in 
the exchequer, I will immediately order them to be 
difpatched. Your lord(bip well knows how dextrous 
the commrSioners of Cori^-houfe are in delay of bu- 
finefs ; but they (hall be prefled as earneftly as may 
be to make them up^ The accounts of the feveral 
branches of the revenue, given in upon oath, are, a's 
your lordibip tells me, much excepted againft in 
England, and therefore that tt is defired I fhould 
examine their books. I have already fpent fome 
time in this work, and made ufepf fir John Champante 
to affift me. The feveral branches are, the cuftoms, 
and imported excife, the inland excife, the hearth 
money, the wine-licence, and the quit-rents. As 
for the quic-rentSs I think they need not fo firift 
an examination, in regard we do pretty near the mat* 
ter know what they are. For the wine-licences, the 
value is but fmall, and the hearth-money being fub- 
farmed by them, I conceive they could not venture 
to bring it in otherwife than really it is. But the 
E 4 grcateft 
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greateft fallaqr* in my apprebenfion, may be in tl^e 
cuftoms and imported excife,- as alfo in the inland 
excife, which two branches I intend to look more 
narrowly into ;' yet, not altogether ndjgleding the 
ethers, tw6 compleat fets of 'their books of receipts 
o£ the cuftoms and imported excife, for the two firft 
years of the farm, viz. from 1669 to 1671, have 
alteJidy been brought tome'; and" I do believe, that* 
the books they produce were Kally the original books, 
but cannot find any diiFerence in them, from the ac-< 
counts they have given* in^ which makes me fuppofe, 
^bat the others to be yet infpeSed, will prove the fame;^ 
fo as I fear I (hall have little light this way to difcover 
any error committed. Wherefore confiderlng with 
inyfelf what cheque there is upon their accounts, I 
did look upon -the comptroller general's office as pur- 
pofely ereded for theie ends, and have -fent him to 
give me an extra^ of the accounts he receives from. 
%ht King's olEcers of each port of the cuftoms andl 
imported excife, fpr all the feveral years fince tb^ be* 
ginning of the farm. This he h&s promifed me to 
be compleated withio fourteen days ; and then, I 
have told him, to go on with the like for the other 
branches of the revenue. « If- your lordftiip can pro- 
pofe any better way than this, I (hould be glad to 
know it ; for I am pretty confident that by their own 
books we fhall be little the wifer ; tho' it will take ^ 
yaft time to infpeft them narrowly. 

The Uft packet brought me from Mr. fecfetary 
Coventry a full fignification of hi? Majefty's pleafur^ 
concerning the diforders of this city. I have tranfr 
mitteda letter, prepared for his Majefty's fignature,' 
in behalf of Mr* Sollicitor, and have put it into th9 
Jiands of Mr. fecretary Coventry. The fcetter, as it 
IS drawn, is only a renewal of a former in my lord of 
Prn^ond's .^iqie, for the grant of thre.e -bundrc^ 
V . * . ^ pounds 
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pounds per annum, whereof he hath had no bene- 
fit. Your lordfhip, as well as any man, knows 
how ufeful a fervant he is to his Majefty, and there - 
fbre ) doubt not of your aiT^ftanc^, when it fliall 
come referred to my lord treafutef, to acquaint his 
lordfhip with the merits of this man. Mr; attorney 
l^ath, as I am told, received of his Majefty's grace 
800 1. a year'; whereas this gentleman hath only 
foroe fnips of land, not worth above 50 or 60I. per 
annum. I have propofed an addition of 200 1. to the 
360 1. intended hini in my lord duke of Ormondes 
lime ; i^nd if the letter come in form, it may be of, 
advantage to bim, 'where his Majefty (hall give a li-' 
berty for the diftribution of Unds. 

My lord Dillon is going this night for England, to 
endeavour the fecuring the eftate to himfelf which 
his prfcdeceflbrs injuftly enjoyed. I give you thiS: 
Jiint, becaufe you know where I wifli it may go, if 
his Majefty keep it in hi^ difpofal, it being one of 
the beft things in Ireland. 

I am, your lordfliip's 

moft faithful bumble fervant, 

?SSEX, 



To Sir Henry Capel. 

. Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 2, 1674-5. 

MR. Harbord being arrived, I received your 
feveral lettfers by him and my coufin Wife- 
maa. As to the matter of Eflex-houfe, 1 have diCr 
courfed it fully with; Mr. Harbord, and tho' I am 
fatisfied that both of you do advife me, that which 
yoii think for the beft, yet I cannot imagine, all cir- 
cumftances confidered, why I ftiould now refufe it, 
V •• > • . ' unlefs 
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unlclii it were proper for ne Co put a notarioitt 
upon bis Majefty, and the greateft difoUigation upon 
mj lord treafurer imaginable. I do believe^ chat wlul 
yourfelf and Mr. Harbord have done in this affiur, wiH 
encreafe the price at leaft one or two thoufand poundii 
andy I am fure, I gave you early notice enough by ft 
letter in cjrpher, which way this matter was moving 
and deiired that Mr. Harbord might ufe hit indiiAry 
in bringing down the price, and that waa all he was 
to do ; inftead of which, every one was told that I was 
not like to accept it, which has fo bungled the boft- 
nefs, as I fear it will not come fo cheap as ocherwiib 
it might have done. Mr. Harbord hath now under- 
taken to fee the purchafe gone through widi, and bf 
this poft has written letters to that purpofe into 
England. Upon the whole, I would not hi?e yoa 
imagine that I think you did other than what yoa 
prefume beft for me ; tho' I do not agree with you ia 
this particular. I have alfo two. of yours of the 
20th, and one of the 23d. Mr. Harriott's affair is 
already ordered to be done ; and the* he cannot} ie« 
ceive this money prefently, yet the commiflioners of 
the treafury have promifed me, by quarterly pay- 
ments, to clear the 1000 L againft Chriftmas 



next* 

I ^m. 



Your moft afFc<aionatc brother, 

ESSEX. 



I defire you would for the prefent forbear paying 
any more debts, and referve what money you have, 
and what I fhall fend in ftock for the purchafe of 

ElTe:x-houfc. 



To 
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Tp Mr. S^crcfcary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, March gt, i6yj^-f^^ 

gY mr. Harbofd who arrived here yefterday, I 
received yours of the 15th of February, and the 
evening came in two packets which brought 
me in yours of the 20 and 23d, the* latter where* 
bf gives me a full fignification of his Majefty*^ 
pleafi^re in relation to the diforders of the city, 
f:1ie laft week fome of the bufieft mpn amongft 
them apprehending, 4^ I am told, that I. was pre- 
paring for them, and tl^at feme feverity would be 
ufed'againft them, were endeavouring themfelves a 
littk to have qualified the matter, and ^n aflembly 
being[ called for that purpofe, a petition was drawn 
which would reafonably well have falved up the 
bufinefs,and indeed I fliould have been very well pleafcd 
to have it compofed, but this failed, and being tranf- 
aded amongft themfelves, I thought it not neceflary 
to give you a character thereof. It falls out a little 
unluckily that the judges are going iheir circuit nov^ 
when thefe diforders are to be enquired into, but I have 
(lopt my lord chiefjuftice of Ireland for fome few days, 
and ordered him with the afliftance of mr. attorney 
and mr. follicitot to examine ftridly who were the 
incendiaries and promoters of thefe mutinous pro« 
ceedings, and as thcfe (hall be any further materia 
I (hall acquaint you therewith. I have enclofed a 
letter in behalf of mr. follicitor; it recites one of the 
f^me nature in my lord of Ormond's time, as it is 
only a renewal thereof, he having received no be- 
nefit at all by his faid former letter. Mr. follicitor is 
as worthy a man, and as good a fervant to his Ma- 
jefty as any I know, he has fcryed in this ftation 
ever fince the King*s reftoration. Mr. attorney now 
f njoys at kaft 800 1. in lands by his Majefty's grace j 
but this geiitleman being a modeft maii hath nevei* 
■' ^ aftcd 
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aflced any thing except 50or 6ol. a year which lay 
contiguous to his houfe, and this is all he poflefles 
of his Majefty's bosnty. The letter is for the paffii|g 
of 300 1. a year, if you pleafe to move his Majef* 
ty» that it may be augmented to 500I. I am fure his 
pains have wejl deferyed it, ar^d the charge of dis- 
covering and proving bis Majefty'§ title, is fo great 
as will cut o(F a good (hare of what l^is Majefty 
intends him, whenever the Kiqg fhall thiqk fit to let 
]oofe thefe grants that they may be pafied^ In a 
letter of mine of the 23d of January, I remembered 
fome particulars concerning granting new charters 
fo corporations, I have as yet received no anfwer 
thereto, the agents of tt^em attending here in town zt 
charge, grow a little impatient, tl>erefpre I prefum^ 
to remind you thereof, that I may have a fignifica- 
(ion of his Majei^y's pleafure upon this fubjed. 

I am. 
Your maft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

RIGHT trufty, and right well beloved coufin 
and counfcllor We greet you well." Whereas 
We by Our letters under our privy fignet and fign 
manual, bearing date at Our court at Whitehall the 
J 9th of January in the year 1663, ^^ confideration 
of the many faithful fcrvices perfornied iinto Us by 
fir John* Temple, Jcnt. Our follicitor general of Our 
kingdom of Ireland; did reqyire Our then loid lieu- 
tenant of Our faid kingdom to caufe one more ef- 
feftual letters patents to be pafled under the great 
feal of Our faid kingdom, to Our faid follicitor ge- 
neral and his heirs, of fuch forfeited tenements, lands^ 
and hereditaments in Our faid kingdom as fhould 
amount unto the clear value, of 300 1. per annum, 
^' ' '" * ' ' ■ ' over 
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dver knd above all chatrges and reptlfals, as by Our 
faid letters d6th appear. And whereas We are in- 
fornfied that the faid fir John Temple hath not hi-^ 
thereto received any benefit of the favour intended 
thereby to him, nor hath yet paiTed any patent of 
any lands, tenements or hereditaments in purfaance 
of Our faid grant, and that you are not impow- 
ered to pafs any lands unto him in purfuance there^ 
of, in regard the fame virere only direcfted to the 
duke of Ormond our then lieutenant of Our faid 
kingdom, and not to the lieutenant for the time be<r 
ing. And whereas^ We ftill retaining a gracious 
memory of the faid fir John Temple's diligence in 
Our ferVice^ are refolved to place upon him feme 
mark of Ouf gfacioud acceptance thereof. We have 
therefore thought fit hereby to declare Our royal 
ttrill and pleafure, and we do hereby authorize and 
require you to caafe one or more effeftual letters 
patents to be pafTed to the faid fir John Temple, and 
his heirs, or to fuch other perfon or perfons^ his or 
their heirs and affigns, as he the faid fir John Temple 
fhall name or appoint snder his hand and feal of fuch 
and fo many landsj tenements, or hereditaments in 
pofleffion^ reverfion, or remainder^ belonging to Us 
in Our faid kingdom of Ireland, eithier in right of 
Our crown by any new or antient title, or forfeited 
to, or veiled in us by the late ads of fettlement or 
explanation, as fliall amount to the clear yearly va- 
lue of 300 1. per annum, over and above all rents 
and other charges payable thereunto accordingly, as 
the value of the faid lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments (hall be afeertained and fettled by you, either 
bj any office or inquifition that (hall be taken there* 
of, or by the valuations formerly ^ade of lands 
in Ireland by Our lord lieutenani^ and council of 

Our 
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Our faid kingdom, or by any furvey remaiDilig itk 
Our furveyor generars office of Our (aid kiogdoni^ 
by which rates or any of them, or any other wayi 
and means that you (hall think fit to make ufe cf^ 
we do hereby fully authorize you to fettle and a(ber- 
tain the value of the faid lands and premiffi^. Tft 
have and to hold the faid lands, tenements and ht«i 
rediuments, to the faid fir John Temple, bia hetn 
and a(&gns, or to be held of Us by Our heirs and 
fucceflbrs under fuch yearly rents, to be payaUi 
therein unto Us, 'as any adventurers and foldiers at« 
by the faid aft of fettlement to pay in the feveral pnK- 
▼inces in our faid kingdom wherein the faid landa 
and premifles (hall appear to be ; and we do hereby 
further authorize you to admit the faid fir John Tem* 
pie and his heirs, in cafe he or they (hall defire the 
liime, to place deficiencies of any intereft fatisfiablo 
by the faid ads of fettlement and explanation upon 
any lands, tenements or hereditaments forfeited to* 
or veiled in Us by the faid afts, that (hall be pte- 
fented to you to be pafTed unto him or them in puf^ 
fuance of thefe our letters, in fuch manner as you 
(hall think fit, and alfo to caufe fuch inquifitions to 
be taken and returned for the finding our right and 
title to any lands, tenements, and hereditameikfs to 
be paffcd to the faid fir John Temple or his heirs, by 
virtue of thefe Our letters, and for afcertaining the 
yearly value thereof, as you (hall find to be necefla- 
ry, and alfo to caufe all fuch beneficial claufes and 
non obftants to be inferted in the faid letters pa* 
tents, as may ferve to make the fame efieftual, and 
in fuch cafes as ufual, and for fo doing, thefe Our 
letters, notwithftanding any former rules, orders, or 
reftriftion to the contrary, (hall be your fufficient 
warrant. Given, &c. 

Tp 
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T« Sir Henry Capel. 

• 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftie, Mar. a^ i674-5« 

TH £ order lo diroft my proceedings ^ith this 
mutinous people of ibis city is come 3 fome 
endeavours have beea lately ufed among tbemfelvea 
10 accommodate the matter, which I did not thwk 
worth the enlarging mn fecretary Coventry's letter 
So much as to £11 it with the particulars ; but in r€* 
gard feveral here do give accounts to my lord of 
Anglefey and my lord of Berkley, of all little things 
that paft, and circumftantiate them all they caa to 
my difadvantage : I conceive it may not be amifs for 
you to know how things move. The laft week fomc 
of diofe pcrfons who were moft bufy in ftirring up 
the people to difobey our orders, fearing a ftorm, 
and apprehending, as I am told, that no publick en* 
quiry or notice being taken of their Td^^^&onne£^ 
was only to flay till orders came out of England^ 
and that tbey then ihould be £allen upon with moc^e 
ieverity, began to be ia a little better temper, and 
were doniidering bow to come off, in order to whidi 
a petition was prepaKd to off^r to the aflembly, in 
Jbi nami tf fame of the ^ommom^ which is the form 
of their proceedings, among other things fetting forth 
^^ thatthe lieutenant and council having (ignificd their 
pleafure, that the memory of all paft differencea 
ihould ceafe, and that all orders and a£ks which tend 
to the continuance of their difunion, the memory 
thereof fliould be obliterated and forgotten, they do 
therefore defire, that theft formerly expelled alder- 
men and recorder may be afiually by the aflembly 
reftored to their places, and that aU reports and aiQs 
of aflembly for their removal, ihould be cancelled 
and taken €& the file ;'* but then towards the latter 
end there is a plaufe of. confinnatiea to all other a& 

of 
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of tflembly done» where by an oblique way, Phillpot 
and Greflingham two of the troublefome men would 
have been made aldermen, they having beeii elefi&l 
by a diforderly aflembly into two vacant places^ and 
not into the places of thofe turned out^ and upba 
that ground would thus have been reftored i this pe* 
titioh going in, and I made acquainted with the tnnt* 
a6Uon by a private hand, I conceived it much be- 
low the dignity of my place to take any publick no* 
tice of what they were doing, after the aflFront they 
had offered to his Majel^s authority, and finding 
that the twb irtiain points in our order were complied 
with^ viz. by declaring by aft of siffembly, that thefe 
ialdeirmeh were reftored, and the cancelling all the 
records relating to their expulfion: Tho* I did fee the 
artifice of bringing thofe two men to be aldermen^ 
as alfo that it was in a great meafure contrary to 
our order, which declared all the proceedings during 
that fpace bf time relating to the election of any 
ialdenheii to be hull and void ; yet in regatd the 
mattei- was cohie into lb narrow a compafs, I did give 
a privatie. intimation to my lord mayor that in cafe 
fuch a petition as this was propofed, I thought it 
might be convenient to pa(s, even if they did 
at the fame time eledt thofe two perfons to be al- 
dermen, and that tho' this claufe did ftand in the 
petition, yet if they wet-e the fame day eleded, I 
conceived our order might be well enough complied 
with, and did hope it might end the matter among 
them. But at their aflembly which was on Saturday 
laft, the aldermen pofitively refufed to pafs the pe- 
tition unlefs this claufe was ftruck out^ and urged it 
as I am told, upon this account^ that it was an ap- 
parent breach of the order of lieutenant and coun- 
cil, and others being obftinate to keep it in, the 
aflembly broke up and nothing done, tho' thefe al- 
dermen 
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dcrmen are clearly in the right, if things be ftri£Uy 
coniidered, yet I confefs for my own part, I could 
have wifhed they had ended the matter as is before 
mentioned, for all thefe diforders in corporations are 
ever carried on with paflion and crofiheis on either 
fide, and tho*, I cannot but fay, that thefe aldermen 
have fince my coming behaved themfelves with all 
imaginable duty and refpetft towards the King's au- 
thority, yet have they not been altogether well tem- 
pered one to another, and have given alfo thefe fac- 
tious men fome advantages againft them by their in'" 
difcretion, as particularly.tbeir ele&ing fome men in- 
to their body, who are notorious nonconformifts, and 
indeed there are but too many of that rank of peo« 
pie among them ; fome of thefe new eledled alder-^ 
men being this prefent, ^s I am* told, lay-'clders of 
churches, &c. therefore, coiifidering there have been 
faults on both fides, I ihould have been well pleafed 
if this affair might among themfelves have been thus 
cbmpofed. I have herewith endofed a qopy of the 
faid petition^ and fcored it in thefe places wiiich are 
moft confiderBble. 

■-. 1 am, ■ ' ■ ■ '.■ 

Your mofl aj^^dibniite brother, 

.:'-'/•. E. S.SJEST* 

I havQ writ cias lett^t^ that' mr«af^. s^nyi^^ifcpurfe 
Ihould be. in £«gland of Xhefetranfadion^ ^ere, you 
may fo evi&.th^ truth, Shwir jt tamr. fecrctarjr Co- 
ventry, or whom feUe you think £t» 



To 
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To the Right Honourable 

The Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and CitizeBf 
of the City of Dublin. 

The humble Petition of certain of the Comttfont ;' 

Humbly fheweth, 

THAT on or about the 3d day of April ^672^ 
there happened a diffierence between fu: Fnmcit 
Brewfter, knight, fir William Davis, knight^ alder- 
man Richard Tigh, alderman Daniel Hutchinfoiv 
fir Jofliua Allen, Mark Quin, Enoch Reader, Lewb 
Defminers, aldermen, and the then loid mayor^ 
flierifi^, commons and citizens^ which difference 
through fome miftakes and mifunderftandings on both 
fides, did grow to that height, that the faid fir 
Francis Brewfter, and the reft of the perfons ahove^- 
named were for fome time removed from their placet 
of honour and tnift in this city, by the lord mayor 
and (heriffs, commons^ and citizens, wbicb faid mif- 
underftandings and unhappy differences have coBtinii- 
ed until this day, the caufe whereof muft be con- 
fefled by all, to be too much retaining the memory of 
the beginning of the faid unhappy differences, the 
confequence whereof muff of neceflity prove very 
fatal, if not deftruAive to this antient and loyat city, 
unlefs fome fpeedy courfe be taken to reftore us to 
our an^nt love and amity Among ovrfelves, always 
remembering that a city divided cannot ftamk Now 
for as much as yotir petitioners are very ienfible of 
the evil confequence tW have and may befall this 
city in cafe the faid mifunderftandings fliould conti-^ 
nue ; and to the end that the faid differences, and all 
others, may be for ever buried in oblivion, and tha( 
perfcd love and amity may be renewed among aD 

and 
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and every the members of this city, which is the 
eameft defire of all good citizens^ 

*' And whereas his excellency the lord lieutenant 
** and coun(iil of this kingdom, have in their great 
** wifdom and care of the welfare of this city figni* 
^^ fied their pleafure, that the citizens of this city 
^^ may return to their antient union and amity to- 
^^ wards each other, and all orders and ads which tend 
^' towards the continuance of their difunion, or the 
*' very memory thereof may be obliterated and for- 
^* gotten." 

Your petitioners do therefore pray, that the faid 
fir Francis Brewfter, fir William Davis, fir Jolhua 
Allen, Daniel Hutchinfon, Lewis Defminers and 
Enoch Reader, aldermen ; may be by an ad: of this 
prefent afiembly reftored to their refpedive places of 
honour and truft in this city, and that the petitioners 
report, and ads of aflembly made the 3d of April 
1672, for the removing the aforefidd perfons from 
their, or any of their places, may be hereby de- 
clared to be null and void, that the clerk of 
the Tholfel do forthwith cancel the fame, and 
take, them off from among the records of this 
city, fo that nothing may remain or record to pofte- 
rity of the faid difference ^ and to the end that there 
may be no more fuits at law concerning this mat- 
ter, and that nothing may hereafter arife to difturb 
the peace and unity of this city, or revive the me- 
mory of the fiud difference ; it is humbly prayed, 
that it may be enaded by this prefent affembly, 
that all other ads and orders that were made by the 
faid mayor, fherifl^, commons and citizens, from the 
28th of April 1672, to the 20th of September fol- 
lowing, may be declared to be good and effedual 
to all intents and purpofes. And to the end that 
itl^is ad may create a full and perfed love and uni- 
F 2 on 
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on on all fides, it is farther humbly prayed, 
there be forthwith an humble addrefs made by the 
mayor, (herifFs, commons and citiixns, to his ex- 
cellency the lord lieutenant and council, that they 
would be gracioufly pleafed out of their accuftomed' 
love and favour to this city to recall all thofe or- 
ders of council that have been made concierning thefr 
unhappy differences, fo that nothing may remain 
in any book or roll to put us in mind thereofir 
And, &c. 



To the Earl of Orrery. 

My Lord,^ Dublin Caftle, Mar. 2y 1674-59 

I Have yours of the 26th of the laft, and I did 
only defer giving any refolutiori concerning fucb 
tories as have fubmitted themfelves to your lordihip, 
till the next affizes, that the judges being then in-^ 
formed of the nature oF their crimes, and Kkewifir 
made acquainted 'with the fervites they have fincc 
done, taight certify me at their return, who they 
Conceived qualified for his Majefty*s infercy j in or* 
dcr to which I think it may be proper for youi? lord- 
(hip to enlarge their protedions until fuch time ts 
the judges fhall be returned from their circuits. I 
have enjoined my lord chief juftice Povey to pr6fe<- 
cute the conftable mentioned in yours concerning 
the murderers fefcape, with all feverity the law wiM 
^lloW to det^r others from offences t)f the Hkena^ 
tul-e. He will give niir. Juftice ReynaH in aiccount of 
it by the poft, in cafe he fliotiM not hfmfclf AWt 
him at Cork, as he propofes to do; To tbefi^ 
pofal of the Ro'miih prieft, I can only tnfWet ik ge- 
neral termS) that !ti cafe any oJT th^m ttxtlR be ItiSdftt- 
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mental in the difcovering and apprehending tories, 
and fuch maleia&ors, and it fliall appear that they 
have been at any extraordinary expence or attend- 
ance in the profecution, that then befides the en- 
couragement and countenance of the government, they 
ihall have fuch further recommence as their fervices 
fliall be found to deferve, for to be more particular 
with them vrould feem to grant an owning of their 
jurifdi£)tion. 

I am. Your lordfliip's 

faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 8, 1674-5. 

IN ^ letter of yours to my lord Conway, I find 
how much I am obliged to your lordfliip in the 
matter of EfTex-houfe, and what care and pain's 
you have talcen therein ; I c^n yet hardly believe that 
the bargain with Dr. Barebone is other than fidious, 
but the flop in this aiFair that fome perfons 
have given, from whom I little expeded it, hath 
made room for this artifice to raife the price : that no 
man can build in or about London upon other than 
old foundationsji unlefs with the King's licence, is 
beyond all doubt. A copy of a petition from the 
middle Temple hath lately come to my view, and 
I do hear there is another from the city of Lon- 
don, to hinder the turning of this garden into tene- 
ments, fo I prefume a licence will not be obtained ; 
and if fo, I do not fee but probably fome of the 
price muft be abated to his Majefty. The propofal 
F 5 offered 
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offered to Dr. Barebone for the building of a hoiife 
upon this ground, and felling of it to me, is no wa^ 
agreeable to my inclinations. And indeed I do more 
value his Majefty's favour, than the thing itfelfi 
and regarding it as a mark of honour to my familyy 
that will be permanent with them, I defire, either 
to have it a> it is, or not at all ; therefore if your 
lordlhip pleafe to fee how this Dr. Barebone may 
be taken off his bargain, which if it muft break ftnF 
default of licence, as I have already f^id, I do yet 
hope there may be fome abatement in the price. I 
have now employed one mr. Cratford, who is my 
lord Conway's foUicitor, to make this purchaft, and 
have direAed where he will have all or moft pf the 
money ready to pay for it, your lordfhip may there- 
fore fend for and confer with hin?, that you may 
underftand one another, fo as the thing piay go on. 
There is nothing of bufinefs here at pre^t to 
trouble you with,fo as I Ihall conclude with my thanks 
to you for your favour in this my private concemy apd 
remain^ with all reality, 

Ypur lordfhip*s, moft faithful 
^pft humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Henry Capel. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Mar, 8, 1674-5, 

I Have yours of the ^jiyth of February, all concern- 
ing Eflex-houfe, of which I care to fay no more, it 
being a matter refolved, only I cannot but obferve, 
that among your remarks you fay it may have fomc 
ill cQufequpnce^ that a hardibip is ufe4 to tbof<^ wl^o 

arc 
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tre felling it, in wrefting it from them ; if any fuch 
thing fhould happen^ or any reflexion come upon 
me thereby, thofe ought to take it upon them, who 
contrary to my opinion woi^d go their own ways 
and ohftruA it, or otherwife it had been agreed for, 
before any other could have pretended to have con- 
traiSed, and I am fure let the beft come of it that 
will, their indifcretion will raife it one or two thou- 
iand pounds in the price. I have given full orders 
in this matter by the laft packet as you already know, 
a^d therefore fliall fay no more, but remaia 

Your moft affedio;^^te brother, 

ESSEXi 

Pray thank mr. Chiffins for the cheefe I have re- 
ceived from him fince my writing. I have yours of 
the 2d of March. 

tiliiiii M aio u B8o»wocpw>aw»w» e i ffl iB«Doot iy i iMiuy |i itinn i i g | i iinMf Wi M ii i g M p8^ HMB P M Q y ai M i m 

To Sir Charles Harbord. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 8, 1674-5. 

I Have receive^ two or thre^ of yours lately, the 
laft bearing date February 27, and therein among 
pthef things, fome account of EiTexrhoufe, I am 
loery confident the bargain mr. Thinne pretends to 
have made wi^h Dr. Barebone is only a collufipn, and 
what I hear mr. Thinne faith, makes me tl^e rather 
belike fp, that Dr. Barebone had given twenty 
{hillings earneft for the immediate payment of 13Q00I. 
which I think is not an ufual way of binding 
)i>argains of fo high a value. However, I cannot but 
prefume, that the petitions which you mention to 
mf ta h^ye ^een prefented unto his Majefty againft 
F 4. thP 
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the turning of it into tenements, will flop that de« 
fign, as indeed it is fit it ihould, for I think it on« 
of the ihamefuleft things in ' the world, that that 
part of the town which is next to the court, and 
lyes to the water, (hould be turned into ill favoured 
wharfs and tenements. Your fon being come away, 
I have employed mr. Cratford, a perfon whom I 
believe you well know to make the bargain for mr, 
who I doubt not will take your advice as he prcH 
ceeds. The papers concerning Dr, Gorge are long, 
and I ihall give you an anfwer to them by the next« 

I am. 
Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To the Duke of Ormbnd. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mar, 8, 1674-5. 

BY yours of the 22d of February, I underftand 
your grace's refolution to go over into £|igland 
againft the meeting of the parliament ; my letters 
do generally affurc me they will fit, and probably 
for fome time. Tho' I alfo hear that fome there arc, 
who yet hope this meeting may be diverted, I hear- 
tily wifli this feffions may prove happy for hjs Ma- 
jefty's affairs, which I am confident your grace's pre^ 
fence will much contribute to. 

I have nothing further to add, but defire you to bci* 
lieve me to be ever with all reality. 

Your Grace's moft faithful, 

^nd moft humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX, 
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To Mr, fecrctary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March. 8, 1674-5. 

MY lord chief juftice, with the affiftance of 
the King's council, hath taken fever al exa- 
minations concerning the diforderly proceedings in 
this city, and fome of thofe perfons who were moft 
faftious, will, 1 believe, in fome meafure be reached 
by them. The feafon of the affixes in the country 
being now, and no legal profecution of thefc men 
being proper till the term, my lord chief juflice goes 
his circuit, and at his return he will prepare to pu- 
ni(h fome of thefe incendiaries : but in my owa 
thoughts, I am of opinion, and have been long fo, 
that nothing will reduce this city to a' due compo-* 
fure, unlefs it be the avoiding their charter by a 
^0 ff^arrantOy and granting them a new one ; for the 
body of the commons are fp numerous, there being 
ninety-fix of them, befides (heri(Fs peers, which ufu- 
ally are between twenty and thirty, moft of the com- 
mons being extream poor men, are continually muti- 
nous and faftious ; whereas, if they had a* new char- 
ter, and the number reduced to be fewer, and thofe 
named out of the moft fubftantial chief trading men 
of the city, whofe intereft it is to be quiet, I am 
confident it would be the only way to bring them 
into order and peace. This I hint to you by way of 
difcourfe, which I would not have formally propofed 
fo his Majefty till I have better confidered of it, tho* 
I am apt to think in the end it muft be done. Since 
the levying of the lapfe-money is refolved, here are 
two pretentions ftarted up for part of it, and have 
been offered to me : the one is of fir John Davis, 
the prefent clerk of the council, as left him by his 

father 
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ftther, fir Paul Davis, a perfon who doubtlefs de« 
ferved very virell of the crown, and was at a confide* 
rable charge, laying out money of his own, during 
the war, for the publick fervice ; and on that fcore 
was ordered repayment upon the lapfed money, &c« 
as will appear by a letter in my lord of Ormond't 
time, a copy whereof is here inclofed ^ and having 
received no benefit thereby, he defires the renewal 
thereof, if his Majefty thinlcs fit. 

The other is claimed by major Bolton ; the ground 
whereof is, that he was employed both here ii^ Ire-* 
land and in London, in difcovering and abftrading 
the forfeited lapfe-money, &c. and had a letter of 
his Majefty 's for 500 1. thereof, wherein I obferve 
the fum is put in with his Majefty's own hand. I 
have tranfmitted both thefe letters to you for a fur« 
ther fignification of his Majefty's pleafure therein* 

I am^ 

Your moft faithful bumble fervant, 

^SSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c, 

WH E R E A S by Our letters under Our royal 
fignet, dated the 2d day of February, in 
the 1 8th year of Our reign, and directed to Ou^ 
right trufty and right intirely beloved coufin and 
councellor, James, duke of Ormond, Our then 
lieutenant of Our kingdom of Ireland, and to Our 
chief governor there for the time being. We did, 
for the reafons and confiderations therein exprefled, 
adjudge it fit that the fum of 3155 1. 2 s. 6d. which 
Wc were informed was due unto fir Paul Davis, knt. 
deceafed. Our late principal fecretary of ftate of Our 
faid kingdom, or fo much thereof as fhqul^ b^ foMQtf 

due 
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due to him, Ihould be duly paid unto him out of 
the remaining 27000I. of the fum of 30000I. which 
by the explanatory a£t is to be paid to Us in lieu 
and recompence of the forfeited fubfcriptions, com- 
monly called by the name of lapfed money, except- 
ing that part of the .faid 27000 1. referved unto 
Ourfelves ; or out of the money payable by virtue 
of the faid aft, upon account of the year's value, 
excepting the 50000I. payable to Us thereout : and 
therefore by Our faid letters We direfted an account 
to be ftated of what remained due as aforefaid to the 
faid fir Paul Davis ; and further required Our faid 
then lieutenant to give order to Our vice treafurer, 
or other receiver or receivers of the faid 30000 1. out 
of the fame to fatisfy and pay unto the faid fir Paul 
Davis, his executors, adminiftrators or affigns, the 
faid 3155 !• 2s. 6d. or fo much thereof as ihould 
be found to be remaining due and unpaid to him. 
And whereas we are informed that it appears by an 
account ftated according to an order of the faid duke 
of Ormond, made in purfuance of Our faid letters, 
before Our chief baron of Our court of exchequer, 
and b«fore Our late auditor there, that there re- 
mained due to the faid fir Paul Davis the faid fum 
of 3155 K 2s. 6d. and that thereupon, and in obe- 
dience to Our faid pleafure in Our faid letter figni- 
fied, the faid duke of Ormond ifliied his warrant, 
dated the 4th of May i6i66, to Our receiver general 
of Our faid kingdom, that then was, or hereafter 
ihould be, out of the faid monies to fatisfy and pay 
unto the faid fir Paul Davis, his executors, admi- 
niftrators or affigns ; but they have not received the 
faid fum or any part thereof, by reafon that all the 
faid monies raifed upon accounts of the faid year's 
yalue^ haye been otherwife difpofed of ^ and the faid 

iun[\ 
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fum of 30000 1. to be raifed in recompence of the 
faid lapfed money, has not as yet been offered, where- 
by they have been much difappointed of the benefit 
and advantage that by Our faid letters was intended 
for them. Now, We taking the fame into Our 
princely confideration, and We having by Our letters 
of the firft day of February 1674, required and au* 
thorized you Our lieutenant to give order for the 
aflefling and levying the faid fum of 30000 1, in the 
manner therein exprefled, and the monies fo levied 
and aiTeflfed to ifTue and pay in fuch manner as We 
(ball think fit to diredl, to the perfons to whom We 
have granted the fame : We have therefore thought 
fit hereby to will and require you, that out of the 
faid money fo to be levied and alTeffed as aforefaid, 
you do caufe to be ifTued and paid to the executors, 
adminiftrators, or affigns of the faid fir Paul Davis, 
the faid fum of 3155 1. 2s. 6d. and you are to take 
care, that upon their receiving the fame, fuchconcor-^ 
datums, or other warrants as they have for the faid 
fum, or any part thereof, be given up, to the end 
that both they may be fatisfied, and We difcharged 
thereof : and for fo doing, thefe Our letters (hall be 
as well unto you Our lieutenant there now being, or 
to any other lieutenant, deputy, juflice, jufticcs, or 
other chief governor or governors of that Our king* 
dom which hereafter for the time fhall be, and to 
the commiflioners of the vice treafurer's accounts, 
and to the receiver or receivers of all or any of the 
faid monies, that now are, or hereafter for the time 
Ihall be receiver or receivers of any of the faid mo-r 
nies, and to every of them, and to the commiflioners 
of their and every of their accounts, and to all others 
whom it may concern, fufficient warrant and dif^ 
charge in that behalf. Given, &c. 

Tq 
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To Mr. Thinne. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674-5. 

I Have of late received feveral of yours, the laft 
bearing date the 2d of March, v^hich gives me 
an -account that Nimuegen is accepted for the place 
of congrefs, but the feafon feems to be fo far ad- 
vanced, as poiTibly the armies will be engaged in 
a&ion before any treaty can be begun ; therefore in 
my apprehenfion, 'tis very doubtful whether any peace 
will follow this fummer. Thefe few things which 
I have of bufinefs are enclofed in my letter to Mr. 
iecretary Coventry, fo as I fhall give you no further 
trouble^ but remain 

Tour moft affedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To Mr. Thinne. 

Sir Dublin Caftle, March lO, 1674-5. 

I Have writ to mr, fecretary Coventry by Satur- 
day's poft, which letters the contrary winds have 
kept on this fide till now. I thought it not worth 
the troubling him with another, there being nothing 
to offer but the recommendations of the enclofed let- 
ter in behalf of fir George Gilbert, the fubftance of 
which he petitioned his Majefty for, fome months 
lince, and had a reference hither : the matter whereof 
being confidered, we do not find any inconvenience 
in granting his requefl, if it be fo modelled as by the 
ktter is diredled. 

There 
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There is one mr. Glafcock, whom fomc of the 
late news letters tell us, his Majefty was pleafed to 
make mafter of the requefts. If it be the perfon 
whom I guefs it is, he is one of the commiflioners of 
appeals for the excife here ; and, if fo^ he now harm- 
ing a fettled place, which will require his conftant 
attendance in England, it would be neceilary that I 
name another in his room : and indeed, his abfence^ 
To long as already he has been away, is very incon- 
▼enient ; for there are upon the eftablifhment but 
three of thefe commiflioners allowed, and there muft 
be two to a A. One of them is a judge, and the 
other fir William Flower, who is old and often in-« 
firm, by which means many times a quorum is not to 
be got. I defire you will fpeak with mr. Glafcock, 
and let him know that the place being in my difpofe, 
I have pitched upon a perfon to fucceed him, and to 
enter upon the employment after Lady-day next; 

I am. 

Your moft aflFeflionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Right Trufty, &c. 

WHEREAS upon the humble petition of Our 
well-beloved fubjeft, fir George Gilbert, knt. 
alderman of Our city of Dublin, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, fetting forth the great want that there is in 
that Our kingdom of the great beam, or common 
balance, for the convenient weighing of all merchan- 
dizes and other goods in the feveral fea-port cities 
and towns therein ; and by his faid petition moft 
humbly praying, that as a mark of Our royal bounty 

and 
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and favour, We fhould be gradoufly pleafed to grant 
unto him and his aiEgns the fetting up the faid great 
beam^ or common ballance, in the feveral fea-port 
cities aiid towns in that Our kingciom of Ireland, for 
the term of fixty-one years : and that he and his 
affigns may be authorized by Our royal grant, to de- 
mand and receive all fuch fees and perquifites for the 
fame, as now are ufually paid unto the keepers of 
Our great beam, or common ballance, in our city 
of Londom. And whereas We beidg inclined to 
favour the faid iir George Gilbert in hJs requeft, 
were gracioufly pleafed to refer his petition to you 
Our lord lieut^ant of that Our kingdom, requiring 
you to confider the nature and ufefulnefs of the place 
petitioned for, and that if you did judge it conduci- 
ble to Our fervice, and the publick good of that Our 
Jcingdom, to report to Us your opinion thereupon. 

And whereas you, by your report bearing date the 
19th of December laft paft, did fignify your opinion^ 
that the fetting up the great beam, or common bal- 
lance, in that our kingdom, for determining of con-* 
troverfies between buyer and feller about the weights 
of merchandizes, may be ufefui, fo as none be com- 
pelled to weigh any goods at fuch beam, or common 
balance, and that no fees be exaded, but only from 
fuch perfons as Ihall defire to make ufe thereof. 
Upon confideration of all which. We, of our 
princely bounty and wifdom, do hereby authorize 
and require you to caufe letters patents, under the 
great feal of that Our kingdom, to be granted and 
paired to the faid fir George Gilbert and his affigns, 
of the place, office, and truft of keeper of Our 
great beam and common balance, to be fet up and 
crefted by him the faid fir George Gilbert, or his 
affigns, in all our fea-port citie9 and towns in that 

Our 
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Our kingdom of Ireland, for the term of three (cort 
and one years ; and that in th/e faid grant, the faid 
fir Greorge Gilbert, and his afligns, be authorized to 
snake, name, and cc^nftitute, from time to time, all 
and every manner of clerks, porters, fervants, and 
minifters, of the faid great beam and common ba- 
lance, and of the iron beam and weights appertain- 
ing to both. And further, that the faid fir George 
Gilbert and his afiigns, by the faid letters patents, be 
entitled to all and fingular the commodities, houfes, 
advantages, profits, wages, fees, and emoluments^ 
that in Our time, or in the time of any of our pro- 
genitors. Kings of England, are an^. were due and 
accuftomed, pertaining, or belonging to the faid oflke 
or keeper of the faid great beam or common balance, 
or of the iron beam and weights belonging to both, 
in as large and ample manner, and firm as ever any 
perfon or perfons have had or enjoyed the fame in 
Our city of London or kingdom of England, to the 
proper ^ufe and behoof of him the faid fir George 
Gilbert, or his ailigns, for and during the time be- 
fore mentioned and exprefied. And you are alfo to 
caufe to be inferted in Our faid letters patents a pro- 
vifion, that none be compelled to weigh any goods 
at fuch great beam, or common balance, and that 
no fees be exacted, but only from fuch peribns as 
ihall defire to make ufe thereof ; and alfo a claufe for 
the eredling the faid office, and all fuch neceflary 
and beneficial claufes and non ohjiantes as may help 
to make the fame effedual unto the faid fir George 
Gilbert and his aifigns, and as in fuch cafes are ufual* 
And, &c. Given, i^c. 



To 
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To the Lord Ranelagh^ 

My Lord, Publin Cafile, Mar. 10, 1674-5, 

BY your lordfhip's pf the 20th of February, I 
underftand his M^jefty's pleafure, that fir 
George Hamilton fliould be permitted to have 50Q 
men out of this kingdom to repri^it his regiment ; but* 
that it be done with privacy, in regard, that if notic? 
be taken, the Dutch ambaflador would complain. I 
have fpoken with iir Anthony Hamilton, and dire<Slc4 
him to proceed with all fecrecy in the affair, and told 
hitn, that if any accounts fhoi|ld pome to me out of 
the country that men were raifing for foreign f«;rvice, 
I would not feem to believe it. However, it de- 
pends much upon his difcretion to carry his builnefs 
prudently, and without noife, which I hope he will 
do. I find the m;^tter is already fufpefted in Hol- 
land ; for my lord of Thomond tells me he has re- 
ceived a fetter from my lord Clare, which I hear he 
has Ihowed to many in town, complaining, that I 
had hindered 50Q men from entering themfelves intQ 
the States fervice, and had jmprifoned feveral of the 
officers forinlifting them, &c. and that there were now 
divers officers for ferving in the French army gone 
over on the like errand, whom he hoped would not 
be better ufed. Whereupon it is paft all peradvenr 
ture that notice will be given by fome bufy perfon or 
other, of all that thefe officers do here ; for which 
reafon, if his Majefty thinks the affair worth a dif- 
guife, 1 can fend and flop fome few of the lafl: whq 
are to take (hipping, and order them to their own 
homes j or, after they are all gone, fend for fome of 
tbefe merchants who undertook, their tranrport4tion, 
and admonifli them of the crime they have committed, 

G ia 
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in fending away foldiers who produced no licence or 
pafs from me j or threaten them j if ever I found them 
in the like fault again. I conceive, either or both 
thefc courfes will nrtake my late proceedings fctrtt 6^ 
4ual to both the parties. Your brdfhip mty t>l«i<l 
to (how his Majefty this letter, and fend me ^rtl 
bow 'tis approved, or if any other thing be direftcd, 
• This country fuflfefs much under the want of fnnsll 
nioncy, legally authorized, therefore I wifli the pro- 
pofals concerning it, which I fctit to your lordftiipt 
were confidered, and orders given therein. 

I am. 
Your lord(hip*s moft faithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Earl of Orrery. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 13^ 1674-5 

Iltave yours of the 5th of March, v^hich Caitte 
to. niy hands oh Monday laft, but I wai then fo 
full of bufinefs as I could not return you an anfwer 
by the fame poft. 

There can be no haxard to thbfe torics Wbb have 
already performed fervice, by the judges giving me 
an account what they have done ; and for the other?, 
V^rho pretend to difcover the harbourets of ^his fort of 
people, which I look upon to be a better work thaft 
taking even the torics themfelves.. I think it but 
reafonable they (hould firft make the difebvery, and 
then I give the pardon ; it being more proper that 
they truft me than I them : and experience alfo hath 
ihewed it, that afttr- fuch like men have had their 
pardoki, they have rtfufed tp. have perf<3^med what 

fprmerly 
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formerly they engaged^ The Judges have orders^ in 
the enquiry of this, mattery to be very tender of thofe 
who have done the leaft feryice in the affair ; and I 
am fure, it has been my rQie, rather to exceed ii| 
fhewing mercy to thofe vfha have been inilrutxiental 
in the bringing the ccsuntry .to quiet^ than to do le£s 
than what upon reafonable grounds has been pro- 
mJkd. 

Out letters fronih England t^s poft bring us. very 
little news, only a further ccuifirmatioa of the parlia- 
ment's meetings and a probability that a treaty of 
peace will be begun at Nimeguen this winter. 

I am. 
Your lQrd0iip^9 moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To the Kin||t 

May it pleafis Your Majefty^ 

IHave received Your Majefty^s nioff graclbu* let^ 
ter for the grant of thirteen thoufahd poimd^j 
which favoui" I dp, with all huitiility and gratitude, 
^<:knowledge,. The money w^as irttended for the 
.purchafe of Eflex-hoiire, which being a moft con- 
fpicuous liiarlc of Yqur Majefty^s bounty, and ah 
honour permanent tb iiiy fkmlly, would therefore 
many times double the value of the gift ; and had 
thpfe whoiti I employed in England, piirfued my di- 
xe^iions, the purchaie had been made e'er this j but 
they, caufing a (rioft unrieceflary demur, have jgiveh 
an opportunity to another perfoii to contrail for it, 
which, perhapSji may |)fevent the placing this favoifr 

(^ i on 
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on' me in. the manner it wias defigned. Yet, if Your 
Majefty pleafe to refrain the granting a licence for 
building on new foundations there, -the matter may 
be retrieved, and Your Majefty's liberality applied a^ 
was at -firft propofcd. • But if thi« cannot be com- 
piaQcd, I' (hall receive Your Majefty *s gracious in- 
tentions towards me, for feme other opportunity ; 
affuring Your Majefty, that Your favourable thoiighti- 
cantiot'bc beftowed on any perfon who will own 
them with a'more grateful mind, tior who, with more 
sea],, doth endeavour to merit the title of. 

The moft faithful, 

anc} mpft obedient oj[ , ' 
'Your Majefty's fubjefts and fervants, 

ESSEX. 
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To the Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mar* 1.7, 1674-5. 

HAving received ^ letter of his Majefty's, couu- 
terfigned by your lordfliip, for the grant of 
thirteen thoufand' pounds,' I muft beg the favour 
of your lordfhip to deliver the enclpfed to his Ma- 
jefty. . Whether, the money can be employed to the 
ufe it was defigned, my letters out of England make 
it very doubtful." Yet,/if the garden of EfTex-houfe 
be not permitted to. be turned into tenements, I am 
confident the pr^rerii contraftors' mufl: give up their 
bargain. The .agents whom I employ will be more 
diligent to make the purchafe of it, if it may be 
had} and, indeed, the' valuing of it as a durable 

fiarkj of honour to' me and my family, inclines me to 
efire it more than anv other confidcj*ation. 
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Here are feveral aiFairs relating to this country pro- 
per to' be communicated to your lordihip, which I 
ihall' refcrve 'till the next poft, and with many ac- 
rknowliedgments of your lordfhip's favour, remain 

Vbur lordfhip's moft faithful 
and moft humble fervant, 

E S S £ X. 



To the Lord Ranfelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 17, i674-5« 

I Have received yours of the 9th inftant, wherein 
are feveral things relating to this kingdom. The 
commiilioners of Cork-houfe^^ and mr^ Forth, who 
is here, do confidently deny the having fent any mo-* 

. ney into England, and oiFer to depofe it upon oath» 
if thereunto required, that there hath not by 500 1. 
been remitted into England more money than by 
bills hath been returned hither. Some among them 
are great traders, and I am confident do employ the 
money of the farm in trafHck, which is one reafon, 
among others, that they are fo backward in their 
payments. As to their accounts, delivered in upon 
oath, I cannot find any cheque upon them, either in 

. relation to the cufloms, or imported excife, which is 
the principal thing that ought to be looked into ; 
for the farmers ofEcers have in all the ports thruft 
out the King's ofHcers from almofl a^ing any thing ; 
and the patent officers having their falaries, are wil- 
ling enough to be eafed of the troubles, fince they 
can get nothing^by it. And as for the imported excife, 
thefe patent officers taking themfelves to be only 
ofBcers of the cuftoms, do, as I hear, keep no books 
G 3 at 
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at ill of it ; To as mr. Hayes, tbt comptrolkr et the 
reytiiue here, makjes up his accounts by the help 4t 
the farmers books : and therefore I can exped ao \ 
further light by what comes from him. For the pnc ^ 
of Dublin, I have nude mr. Ple4weU, who for many ' 
years had the management of it under the farmers, 
bring me in an ab{lra£t, and that perfedly agrees 
with the accounts delivered in. TheobjeSions made 
againft thefe accounts, I fhould be glad to fee : there 
is one which is obvious tome, and undeniable, and 
may ferve for all, viz. that thefe fanners offer to ad- 
vance their rent for a new farm near 40,000]. 
per annum : and yet tbetr accounts all along would 
make it appear that they have been lofers by the pie* 
fent farm ; which are things fo contradifitery, as J 
know not well how they may be reconciled. 

The propofals you mention to me, as from my ' 
lord of Burlington, &c. of having a <s0mmfftoa w 
remedy defedive titles, is a thing very reaifiMKible, and 
that which muft at one time or other be done^ but I 
conceive it is not yet feafonable. I am pretty apt to 
believe, that the books which I have caufed to be 
^compofed, of the difpofition of lands in tJhis king- 
dom, may be the reafon that men begin to m^te 
this 5 but the work being now fo near perfected, I 
think it were ifit feme fpace were allowed, to fee what 
lands will clearly appear to be in his Majcfty's pof- 
feffion i and fome further time to make d^ifcoveries by 
othci- ways and means ; after which, fuch a coni- 
miffion as is mentioned will be neceflary, that there 
may be a final fettlemcnt of all interefts. 

I do not well know v/hat is like to become of the 
matter of Eflex-houfe, but hope it may yet he re- 
trieved. His Majefty's letter for the grant of the 
money intended for the purchafe there^, is come, 

and 
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and I have by this packet returned a letter of 
thanks through i^y lpf4 fr^^jfuref's hands. Mr. 
<^ratford, whom I employ in this bargain, will com«« 
^iiinl^ate l^is proceejding^ y^ith your lordfhipi whom 
I hav(^ found fo r^^dy to do me kindnelTes of all 
fpftf, zs I cjpubt 9ot but you will give him your 
afQQ^qs, and tb^ helps pf your advif^e in this parti- 
jp^jaf, I ^ni, 

Yp^f lordljiip's 

xnoft faithfu) humble feryant^ 

ESSEX. 

H-f- +++4 ++++++ +++4- +++++4. +•+++++ ++++ 

Tp Mr, Secretary Coy^ntry. 

Sir, Publjn Caftl^, Mar* jy, 1674-5. 

T A M to acknowledge two of yours of the 6th 

I And 9th of IVJarch, both which I received the 
iaft week. I give you thanks for ^ffiftpg mr* folli- 
t;or in his pretenfipns here. The bi(hop of Killatoe 
being lately dead, I l?ave herewith fent you the draft 
of a letter fpr placing that bifhoprick upon Dr. Roan, 
at prefent dean of Clogher. He is a very grave 
man, of good life, and one every )vay qualified 
to be a bifliop : wherefore if you pleafe to get the 
letter difpatcbed, I fliall take it as a kindnefs. This 
city continues ftill uneafy tp one another, but 'till 
the judges retu/'n frorp their circuits, 1 can take no 
poffitive refolutioA what is fit to be done in that mat-* 
ter, which, fp fopn ^s they do, I ihaU Qommunicate 
to you. I aip. 

Your ;noft faithful bumbje feryaut, 

ESSEX. 

This l^i&oprjck of Kill^Ioe i^ tb.^ Ipiyeft of value 
io the whole kingdom. 

G 4 To 
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To Sir Henry Capd. 

t>^ar Brother, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 17, x674-j, ; 

It^ave received yours of the 9th inftant, wherein | 
you mention a fequeft of fome friends of my i 
lord chief juftice Povey ; but, by the circumftances rf j 
it, I am apt to think you may miftake, and that you / 
mean my lord chief juftice Booth. You fay he is an old ^ 
tnan and very infirm, and therefore, 'till I know which ( 
it is you intend, I cannot tell how to write fuch an an- \ 
fwer as will be proper to be (hewed ; for according to / 
the feveral perfons each deferves his feveral charac- V, 
ter, and th^ thing itfelf its different confideration. ^ 
If it be my lord chief juftice Booth, he is the ableft 
inan in his profei&on we have here, and is as good { 
a judge, and in all Tt(pe&s as worthy a man as I r' 
have ever known i but is fo miferably zttiSted with 
. the gout and other difeafes, as makes him feldom fit . 
to do any bufmefs ; and that caufes me to believe he . 
may be the man. Knowing alfo, that he hath an in-* I 
clination to continue in England, which if it be, 
we have another, mr. juftice Reynell, tho* one of 
the King's bench, that may well fucceed him, and 
is, indeed, next himfelf, the ableft of all the judges. 
My lord chief juftice Povey is ashoncft a man as any 
1 know, but not equal in ability to the other. My 
apprehenfions are, if he fliould be removed, by 
the follicitations of any of his friends in England, 
(nor can I think of any he hath, but mr. Povey, 
who, I fuppofe, muft work by the duke) that mr. 

i*uftice Jones, who is the eldeft juftice in the King's 
►ench, will at the fame time, by the duke's meansj 
get a letter to be made chief juftice, which would be 
a very great mifchief to this kingdom, Mr. juftice 

Jones 
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Jones purchafed hard for it in the laft vacancy, and I 
had fome difficulty to get in another. He hath all the 
popifh intereft earned for him, being undoubtedly of 
that perfuafion in his heart, and brings up all his 
children in that religion. Thefe things you are to 
keep to yourfclf. My lord chief jiiftice Povey being 
in the circuit, I cannot fpeak to him, nor rcftify the 
miftake, if there be any : therefore I pray you by 
the next let me hear from you who the perfon is you 
intend, and who they are that recommend him« 

I am. 
Your moft affectionate brother. 

ESSEX. 



{To Sir George Hamilton. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 17, 1674-5. 

I Have lately received two letters from you, de- 
livered me by your brother, who is now gone 
into the country, and I hope will carefully difpatch 
the bufinefs he comes about. I have directed him to 
be cautious in his proceedings, there being many 
watchful eyes, who are fo bufy as to give notice of 
every thing that is done here. What reafonablc con- 
nivance may be permitted, fhall be allowed him ; and 
I fhould be glad of any further opportunity of (hew- 
ing the refpe£l wherewith I am. 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX, 
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To Mr. Hugh M»f . j 

Coufin, Dublin Caft)e, Mar. 17, l$74*S» j 

iJfVi> Edward May, your kinCnan* now talcis^ 1 



M 



^ SL jourpey into Eogland, I cpi|]4 not kt him \ 

go wid|6pt telling you how gopd 4 m^n I ^nd him j 
to be. At my (irft coming over I repopmen^ed him f 
to the farmers of Cork-bpufe for fomp fimpIo^me|i|; \ 
under ihf ip» whi^ he has fp well p?rforQ)c4> ft§ thejr ^ 
all give him the charaAer of a very honeft man, and ^ 
juft in their fervice« If now, upon renewing of the 
farm, it lies in my way to do him a good turn, by \ 
defiring them to put him in fome better place, or | 
any other means he can propofe, I (hall not fail to V 
ihew him my kindnefs therein, both upon his owo / 
account, as believing him a fit perfon to be employed^ ' 
and alfo in regard of the relation he has to you, ^ 
which (hall ever be refpeded by. 



Your moft affisAiona^e IdnGmB^ 
and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To my lord Maflereen. 

My Lord, Dublin Caflle, Mar. jio, i674t5 

I Have received three of your letters, die laft dat^d 
the 17th of M^rch^ which gives me an account 
of my lord DonegalPs illnefs, and yeflerday in the 
evening, by a mefTenger from the place I had notice 
of his death. As to what relates to the tories, Mr; 
Beecher gave your lordfhip an anfwer, that if they 
would enter into fufScient fecurity for their good be* 

haviour^ 
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haviour for ibme Hcde time, till they coul^ tranf 
port themrdves, "whicfa fecurity your Ibrdfliip was to 
approve of, and tranfmit to the cleric of the council 
here | and that in cafe they failed of performance^ 
thofe who were bound for them might be profecuted« 
Whereunto was added, as my lord chief juftice^s 
opinion, that if the men would be perfuaded to come 
in, and render themfelves to a trial, they being af- 
fured of tranfportation, fhould they be condemned, 
his lordfhip believed it to be the better courfe. Either 
of thcfe two ways you might purfue. My fecretary, 
Mr. Harbord, is fhortly going for England, and I 
fliall not forger, when he goes over, to recommend 
your cafe concerning the lopol. paid to Sir Samuel 
Morland, which I make no queftion to get allowed 
him : and as for the reducing of your quit-rent, I 
{tidll in a ihort time receive inflrudions to fettle that 
whole afFair, and then your particular (hall not want 
Its due confideration. I am. 

Your lord(hip*s moft affe^onate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To Mr. fecretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Mar. 30, 1675. 

I Have received yours, dated from Newmarket 
the 17th inftant, which begins with the intelli- 
gence you have from abroad. This part feems very 
miftcrious, fo as I cannot tell well what to m ik.e of 
it ; but I will be watchful, and try by feveral ways 
what I can difcovcr thereof. Sir Maurice Euflace's 
petition I have fent to Mr. Attorney, that himfelf 
and Mr. SoUicitor, who fetm to be complained of 

therein. 



1 ■^■) 



^^ 



108 LETTERS OF 

therein, may confult what anfwer to gi^e, which I 
ihall tranfmit fo foon as it comes to my hands* 

This packet brought us in the fad news of the lofi ( 
of his Majefty's yatch in its voyage to Chefter, being « 
fplit upon a little rock called the Skerries : it was * 
very full of paflengers, and many men of quality ; '^ 
my lord of Meath is faid to be loft, and his Ton, my . 
lord Brabafon, fuppofed to be fo too. My lord of / 
Ardglafsy with feveral others, faved themfelves upon \ 
the rock, where they were a day and a night before / 
any veflel arrived to relieve them. This firft account ^ 
is but imperfed, fo as we are not certain how many . 
may be faved. The captain of this veilel feemed to ^ 
be as careful a man as I have ever known : we hear k 
that himfelf and mofl of his feamen are drowned. 

About ten days fmce the earl of Donegal died ^ 
here : I have given his troop to fir Arthur Chichefter, 
who was lieutenant thereof, and is now earl of Done- 
gal. Having nothing further to acquaint you with^ 
I remain, 

Your mofi faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Cattle, Mar. 30, 1675. 

I Have received yours of the 23d of March, to- 
gether with the letter in Mr. Solicitor's behalf^ 
and give you thanks for your care of him in this 
affair. I fbould be glad that the forms of pafltng 
lands or monies here, were intirely fettled, that fo 
we might keep to known rules in bufinefs of that 
nature : for I find many men very uneafy, who 

bring. 
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bring letters, and have not the fuccefs they expe^ed ; 
and I am confident, that when the rule you mention 
is eftablifhed, unreafonable grants will not be fo 
cafily ^obtained. The commiiHon for reducing of 
quit-rents has not been forgotten by me ; but, upon 
examination, finding that fome other lands deferve 
abatements, as well as thofe in the lift brought in by 
capt. Stone, I am adjufting the matter for the whole : 
ibr I would fain have the work compleatly done, and 
that the King may have a profpedi of what the abate- 
ments will be, before the commifSons are fen t over* 
However, I am well, aflured, that the lands which 
would, b^ difcovered by the books mr. Taylor is prcr 
parings together with fuch others as may be brought 
into charge upon the fettling of Conaught, will more 
than make up the abatements : and befides, the re- 
venue will likewife by thefe means be rendered cer- 
tain for the future. J\ very few days will compleat 
the enquiry I am to makq, and by mr. Harbord, who 
goes the ne^ct week, I hope to fend more particulars 
of this bufinefs. ' 

The bifhop of Killaloe being lately dead, I have 
recommended mr. dean Roan, a very grave man, and 
one who has the repute from all here to be very de- 
ferving, to fucceed. in (hat place. I am told, that 
mr. Smith, dean of Limerick, is endeavouring, by 
my lord of Ormond, to get into this bifhoprick. 
This hint I fend yoii, that you may enquire if it be 
true^ .and I doubt not but your lordfliip will ufe your 
endeavours that I be not bafRed in a thing of this 
nature. ' Some of my letters from England tell me, 
that the city have petitioned the King that the gar- 
den of Effex-houfe may not be permitted to be built 
into tenements. I prefume the law to be very clear 
10 the point, that without his Majefty's licence it 

cannot 
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caniKlC be done ; fo as I make little doubt bat dofibbr 
Barebone will be forced to give over his work there^ 
which if he do, I fbail give otder to lay down 30000L 
the money contraded for, within a very fbw 6if9^ 
« great part whereof is now ready, and at mu Har« 
herd's arrival he will take care for the reft. I find it 
neceflary to trouble your lordfhip again with this affiu^^ 
in regard I doubt fome in England have reported that 
I would not give fo much ; hot fince bid Mi^efty it 
gracioufly pleafed to beftow that fum for this end, i 
ihall lay down the money immediately, and watt die 
time for the repayment thereof : yet if your lordfli^ 
.conceives any thing can be faved to the Kiii^ bf 
making this bargain, (for I am refolved to befteiw 
the whole of his Majeft/s libel-ality here) I am not 
unwilling it flioold be done ; whereof if ym^pleaii 
to give yourfelf the trouble to fpeak to mr. Tlmuie 
once more upon this fubjeft, and afllire bint 6f oaf 
fpeedy payment, in cafe the houfc be free for me eo 
have it, your lord(bip will do me a great &¥Oim 
Before this arrives, I prefume you will have thd tKW% 
from Chefter, or other places, of the lofs of the 
yatch belonging to us here. We are ndt certain who 
periihed in it, but it is believed my lord Meith «n4 
his fon, my lord Atherdee, with many others^ ar0 
4rowned. 

I am your Lordfbip's 

moft faithful humble fisryant^ 

ESSEX. 
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To the Lord RaHeligh, 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 7, 1675, 

YEfierday I received yours of the 30th of March, 
being the iirft (lacket arrived here fince the lofs 
of the yatcb, whereby we utiderftand who perifhed 
and who were faved^ ^hich, 1 qonceive, I need not 
repeat, for the particulars you will have from th^ 
coaft on that fide, 

As to Eflejt-houre^ it vrilt depend^ yoitr lordfhip'c 
tells me, oh that point, M^hether the Kitig can pro- 
hibit the building on new foundations. This hath 
in all former times been taken for granted : yet, 
however, I am forry tblit a concern of mine ihould 
occafion a difpute of the King's prerogative. The 
fpoil of the garden cannot be much material, in re- 
gard & little money will, I am confident, put it in 
order, fo as that ihall not hinder me from purfuing 
my intention, in cafe this bargain with Dr. Barebone 
be vacated. 

My lord Conway comes to town this night, and 
parts fpeedily into England, t fliall with him difcourfe 
the two propofals in your lordihip's letter concerning 
the Concordatum monies andpenfions; and upon thefe, 
together with other particulars, 1 fhall communicate 
my thoughts to you through his hands. The French 
l-ecruits have had ill fortune j for tho' the officers 
did their parts perfe£Uy well, in bringing them to a 
remote corner of Kerry without ncife j yet the French 
(hips that were, appointed to take them in, failing 
many days, and when they did come, which was 
twenty days after their time, inftead of coming to 
pingle, came to Kinfale, and there divulged in the 
%oy(n that they came to fetch men for the fervice of 

f ranee 5 
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France, fo as the officers finding the thing grow too 
publick, have themfelves as I hear difmifled moft of 
their men, I gave them ^1 connivance that poffibljr 
I could, Teeming not to believe the news for a packet 
or two, but at laft when it was too much the pub? 
lick difcourfe, I was forced to fend orders to difmift 
any of them that ibould be found in that countiy.- 
And as thefe orders will be juftification enough^ that 
thefe levies were not permitted by authority, fo I 
am fure on the other hand the very officers themr 
felves will clear me to his Majefty that I have allow- 
ed them all the fair play in their bufinefs that with 
decency they could expe£l, and that the difappoint- 
ment proceeded purely from the errors coomutted 
by the commanders of the French (hips. 

I am, your lordfhip's, 

moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



To the King. 

Dublin Caftle, April 8. 1675- 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 

TH E yatcb which ufually attended this place*, 
being now unfortunately loft, will nec^tate 
your Majefty to fend fpme other veflel to fupply this 
want ; it ought to draw but little water, in regard 
that every ebb the fliips in this harbour lye all dry 
upon a hard fand. The Mary yatch that is now 
periftied, was very crazy when fhe was caft away, 
and indeed too weak built for thefe feas ; therefore 
I humbly defire your Majefty would be pleafed to 
let us have a veftel that may be fit for this em* 

ployment> 
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ployment, there being many perfons of quality often 
paffing betvveeii this and England. Mr. Harbord is 
fo fully initriiSted in all matters concerning this coun- 
try, that I need not entertain your Majefty with any 
thing upon that fubje&, but (Hail leave them to his 
relation, and with all humility and devotion fub«^ 
fcribe myfelf, 

Youi* Majcfty^s mofl: faithful attd moft 
obedient fubjedl and fervahti 

ESSEX. 
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To the Earl of Briftol. 

h/ly Lord; Dublin Gaftle, April 8, 1675^ 

Wt T FJi much fatisfaflibn have I received youV 
loWfcip's moft obliging letter, which ac- 
quaints me with the difcourfe your lordfhip hath 
lately had with his Majefty eoiicefnlng the reports 
of my remove ffom this government, and tho' yout* 
lordfhip is a perforf whom I have ever looked up(»a 
to be fo triie and juft a friend,^ that if I heard nothing 
from you, I coiild with all cdnfidehce rely upon 
your feadinefiS to do me all kind offices, fet^ I do^ 
affure your lordfliip^ that the knowing you have ex- 
prefted a concern for me is extremely pleafing to me^ 
there being n6ne whofe afFe6^ion I rtiore value than 
your lordfhip's, nor whom I (hould be more ready toi 
ftrve when ariy opportunity fhall arrive to evidehc« 
the itality of my being. 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful 

and moft humble fervaflf^ 

ESSEX- 
H To 
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To the Lord Trcafurcn 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 8, 1675. 

MR. Harbord going over, I have entrufted him 
with feveral things relating to this country, 
to be communicated to your lordfbip, and among 
other matters, there are two which feem a little eztraor** 
dinary, and that your lordihip may be more clearly 
informed of them. I have ftated the feveral cafes, and 
fubfcribed thefe with my name : the one is a concern of 
my lord Maflereen's for the payment of 1000 !• to 
ftr Samuel Moreland, which money I am fully fatis- 
fied he did really difburfe upon his Majefty's letter, 
and tho* it be hard that the King muft pay it over 
ag&in out of his own money, only becaufe the per- 
fons intruded with the revenue here, did not timely 
ftate their accounts and pafs them : yet fmce this lord 
is really out of fo much money by his Majefty*s com- 
mands, I do not think his Ms^efty's favour intend^ 
ed to him, mifapplied. The other concerns mr. 
Corker, wherein there feesis to be a very foul prac* 
tice to defraud his Majefty, and this with the con- 
currence of a perfon of confiderable quality ; the thing 
is known to many people in this country by com- 
mon fame, but that would not fatisfy me, and there- 
fore I took feveral examinations upon oath, copies 
whereof are herewith tranfmitted to your lordihip. 
There are many other letters for grants and other 
matters, within the compafs of my private inftruc- 
tions, which mr. Harbord will prefent your lordihip 
with, and I ihall attend your lordihip's fenfe upon 
them before I proceed further. I did lately fend oyer 
to mr. fecretary Coventry a copy of a proclamation 
prepared here, for the raifing the value of fome forts 
of Portugal money. I do not well know whether 

this 
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this might not more properly come to your lordfhip* 
in regard the mint and all belonging to it is under 
your charge. If I am miftaken in the addrefs, it was 
purely inadvertency, and indeed had i recolleded my- 
felf, I Should at leaft have given your lordfliip notice 
of the bufidefs, but having many other affairs at that 
time to difpatch, it was clearly out of my thoughts, 
befides I did conceive a thing of this tiature would 
of courfe have been communicated to the council, 
where it would have been known to all the privy 
counfellors. 

One want we have here^ which if not fupplied, 
the kingdom cannot remain in fecurity, and that is 
powder, the ftock was very low when I came over> 
and that little that was^ perifhed powder ; and flnce 
my arrival, which is two years and a half, I have 
only received 500 barrels. The ordinary expence for 
exercifing the army, &c. as now it is, amounts to 
290 barrels yearly. I have made them fpend the pe^ 
rifhed powder for their training, and preferved the 
new which is good. I muft confefs I do not well 
know where to find money for this dccafion : but 
methinks a thing of fo much moment as this (hould 
not be fcrupled at, tho* a little rhoney were lent out 
of the Engliih revenue, till it could be repaid out 
of the Irifli, for doubtlefs his Majefty will not think it 
reafonable to run a hazard of this kingdom upon any 
unfortunate accident, which may cofl fome hundred 
thoufands of pounds to recpvcr again, only for the 
want of three or four thoufand pounds wor.th of pqw- 
der. Mr. Harbord will fhew your lordfhip an ab- 
ftra3 at what low ebb the ftores are ; I have likewife 
writ to the matter of the ordnance upon the fame 
fubje£l, and indeed I cannot but be a lit Je earned: 
H 2 in 
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in a thing of this nature where there is a poffibili^ 
of fo mifchievous a confequence. 

I air, with perfeft truth, 
Y^ur lor4(hip's qioft humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

A ftate of the cafe concerning, the fum of looo I. 
by his Majefty's letters of the ijth July 1674^ 
ordered to be allowed the earl of Orrery and lord 
MaiTereen, as paid by them by virtue of former 
letters from his Majefty to fir Samuel Morehmd. 

BY the Declaration and z£k of Settlement, the 
foldiers were to pay to the King half » years 
value, and the adventurers a years value of their land|^. 
towards the relief and reparations of the k>fes oif^ 
fuch as the King ihould judge to have aAed and 
fufFered for him. 

The earl of Orrery, and the late lord Maflereen 
were made receivers of this money, who were to pay 
what they (hould receive to the vice treafurer by 
whom the fame was to be ifTued out to fuch per- 
fons as the King (hould dire£t. The King granted 
feveral letters for payment of divers great fums of 
money out of this fund, which did very far exceed 
the money that came in thereupon, and among others, 
by his letters dated the 23d of March 1664, dire£l« 
ed 1000 1. to be paid out thereof to fir Samuel 
Moreland. By the slA of explanation pafTed about 
Oftober 1665, this years value and half years value 
is difcharged, and a year's rent appointed to be paid 
by all adventurers, (bldiers and others, which if it 
ihould fall (hort of 300000 1. it was to be made up 
fo much by a tax upon the whole kingdom, of which 

30000 1» 
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300000 1. the futn pafled upon the former fund of 
the years value And half years value were to be 
part* 

The laft loooool. of this 300000 1. is by the 
zQ. ordered to be ifTued to fuch perfons as his Ma* 
jefty. had appointed the fame, as a reward of their 
fervices and fufFerings ; and in the firil place, 
towards the payment of the fum of money appoint- 
ed to be paid to the dukd of Ormond, or fo much 
thereof as Was in arrear. 

What was paid* upon any letters of the King out 
of the firft furtd of the year's value and half year's 
value before the palTiiig of the explanatory a(f^ was 
regular, but after the explanatory a<^ pfefied, no mo- 
ney could be regularly paid upon the King's letters 
out of that fund, becaufe what remained then due 
upon fuch letters from the King, wdS td be paid out 
of the )aft loooool. whereof about 5I0O0I. having 
been received, and iflued out Upon the flrft a^, th^td 
remained 48CKX1 K more thereof to be received, out 
of which the duke of Ormond was to be flrft paid 
what was due to him, being above 48dddl. which 
he hath fihce afligned to the King, and is more than 
all that will come in of Ihat laft looooo U will fatis- 
fy, fo that there was no room left for any of thofe 
letters from the King, to connle ttl for any (hare of 
that money, after the pafling of the explanatory a£t. 
The lord Maffereen produceth acquittances for the 
faid fum of 1000). by his Majefty's faid letters of 
the ^jd of March 1664^ 6rdered to be paid to fir^ 
Samuel Moreland, which fum hath never yet beeni 
paiTed upon Mj account to his Majefty ; and the 
carl of Orrery and the lord MafTerecn do ftill re^ 
main chargeable to bis Majefty for the fame* 
Whereupon * his Majefty by his letters dated 
the 17th of July 1674 hath ordered me to examine 
H 3 whether 
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whether the faid fum was really and adlually paid to 
fir Samuel Morcland as was alledged, and in cafe 
the fame fliould appear by acquittances to be pro- 
duced, then to give orders for allowance thereof, an4 
in cafe fuch allowance (hall entitle the commiinon- 
crs of the treafury to a defalcation, then to allow the 
fame to them upon their accounts, hereupon I have 
examined the matter, and am fatisfied that the late 
lord Maflereen really paid the looo 1. mentioned in 
the King's letter to fir Samuel Moreland, but when 
it was paid doth not plainly appear ; and tho' fome 
acquittances were produced for feveral fums part of 
the faid looo 1. dated in 1665 a little before the 
pafling the explanatory z&y yet the acquittance for 
this 1000 1. that is entered in the auditor general's 
office, bears date the 20th of February 1666, and 
the fame was never yet paffed in any account, and 
I do not fee how the fame can now be regularly 
placed upon account of that laft 1 00000 L which by 
the explanatory ad was otherwife difpofed of, fo tha( 
the lord MaflTereen having paid this money without 
procuring any exchequer acquittance for the fame, as 
he might and ought to have done if he had regu- 
larly paid it i the earl of Orrery and he . arc ftill, 
in ftriftnefs of law, chargeable for the fame to thei 
King, and this 1000 1. is legally due from them to 
the lord Ranalagh and his partners ; but if the King 
in confideration that the faid money was really and* 
bona fide paid to fir Samuel Moreland upon his Ma* 
jefty's letter, his Majefty (hall be pleafed to difcbarge 
the earl of Orrery and lord MalTereen thereof, then 
the lord Ranalagh and his partners are to have a de- 
falcation for fo much from his Majefty, and the faid 
looQ 1. is not to be placed as any of thofc payments, 
* towards 
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towards fatisfa3ion whereof that laft' loooool. was 
defigned. By his Majefiy's faid letters on the earl of 
Orrery's and lord Maflereen's behalf, I am fuffici- 
ently authorized to order allowance to be given to 
them of this money, and to allow my lord Ranelagh 
and his partners defalcations for it, which I (hall 
do, unlefs upon view of this ftate of the cafe fome 
diredion fhall come to ths contrary, 

ESSEX, 

A ftate of the cafe concerning fums of money, by 
his Majefty's letters of the 27th of January i6f4, 
ordered to be allowed to fir Richard Bellingham, 

SI R Richard Bellingham having by his petition 
informed the King, that his father fir Daniel 
BcUiiigham being deputy to the earl of Orrery and 
lord Maflcrecn, who arc receivers of the year's va^ 
lue and half yearns value, by the declaration made 
payable to the King by adventurers and foldlers \ and 
being alfo at the fame time deputy to the earl of 
Anglefey, (who was the vice treafurcr of Ireland) 
he the faid fir Daniel Bellinghani, as deputy to the 
earl of Anglefey, had omitted to charge himfelf 
with feveral fums of money amounting to 4208 h 
J58. 3d. which he has, as deputy to the earl of 
Orrery and lord Maflcreen, paid into the treafury, 
for want whereof the earl of Orrery and lord Maf-r 
fereen cannot be difcharged of thofe fums upon their 
accounts, altho' fir Daniel Bellingham had paid the 
fame by his Majefty's and the lord Ueutenant's orders, 
in manner following : 

To the countefs of Portland in part of 1000 K 

by his Majefty's letters of the 15th of February 1663, 

ordered to. b^ paid to her oixt of the year's value 

{I 4 payabljp 
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payable by adventurers and foldiers, the Aim of twp 
hundred and fixteen pounds fterL To the lord 
Shannon in part of icool. by his Majefty's letters 
of the ift i f March 1663 ; ordered to be paid htn^ 
out of the fame fund, the fum of 22 1. And to tbo 
qaii -^i Ou.T-.and lord Maflereen 1 220 1. 15s. 3d. 
upCiH .in ...count • 'i their fees of 6d. per pound due 
to till :^ ; \;!'jri patent, as receivers of the ycai'i 
vi:!i:t:, i^;; ■.'. tr> tiiem by warrant of the then lord 
]ic'.:ic]inr.', .;a cd .S 2Cih of March 1662); to the carl 
01' iCoiconii/.on in part of 350 1. by his Majefty's let* 
tc'if of the 17th of March 1663, ordered to be paid 
otft of the fame fund the fum of 2750 1. All the faid 
fuxs amounting to the faid fum of 4208 1. 15s. 3d, 
His Majefty thereupon by his letters bearing date 
fbe 27Lh of January 1674, was pleafed to order n\$ 
to examine the faid matter, and finding the faid pay* 
ments to have been made in manner above fpecifiedji 
to caufe allowance to be made thereof, or of fii 
much part thereof, as (hall appear to have been 
fo paid and difchargod by the faid fir Daniel Bel^ 
lingham. Whereupon I iiaye together with foffic 
others of his Majefty's commiffioners of accountSi 
by examination of witnefTes upon oath, and by 
other fuch ways as I could beft inform myfelf, in- 
quired into the flate of that matter, and do find : 
That his Majefty by his letters patent under the 
great feal of England, bearing date the ift of Ofto- 
bcr 1662, did appoint the earl of Orrery, and the 
late lord vifcount Maffereen to be receivers of the 
year's vrJue and half year's value, that by the Decla- 
ration was payable by adventurers and foldiers fo 
his Majefty, who were to pay over all fuch monies 
as they fhould receive, to his Majefty's vice trea- 
furer of this kingdom, and were to have for their 
]^nB 6 d, per pound out of all monies that they or 

their 
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their agents fhotild receive and pay over to the vice 
treafurer. 

The earl of Orrery and lord MafTereen appointed 
Sir Daniel Bellingham to be their deputy in the faid 
office, who was alfo at the fame time deputy to the 
earl of Anglefey in the vice treafurer's office. By 
the explanatory iA pafTed there about Odober 1665, 
this fund of the year-A value was wholly difcharged, 
and a year's rent made! payable by adventurers and 
foldiers, which was to amount to 300000!. or to be 
made up fo much by a general tax upon the whole 
kingdom, whereof the itionies received by the earl 
of Orrery and the lord ^alTereen out of the year's 
ralue and hajf year's value, payable by the declara'? 
tion, was to be reckoned to be part,.and other receivers 
were by the explanatory z& appointed to the care of 
what Ihould be raifed thereupon, and the ufes are 
particularly mentioned in the faid'a£^ whereunto the 
£ud money was to he applied, > fo that after the 
paffin^ of the explanatory ad, no monies received 
Hpon the faid former yearns value and half year's va- 
lue, could be regularly paid to the former ufes, 
whereunto the firft year's value and half year's va* 
lue were appoimedy but. only . in'.Utch manner as 
by the. explanatory ifli isidire6ted. The earl of Or- 
Tcry arid lord Maffeteen. do now ftand charged toi 
the^King, with ^the- above mentioned fum of 4208 1. 
15*- 3d. or. thereabouts, 4s* niceived by them out 
pf the (aid yearns valae and half year's value, whilfl 
thfey continued receivers thereof, over and above 
what they paid into the treafury, from which charge 
fir Daniel Bcllinghdfn l>eing their deputy^ was bound 
by recognizance to fave them harmlefs, which he 
endeavoured to -do by getting thofe fums above 
^ncioiied wbjoil faf jpr^tends to have been paid by 

bim^ 
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allowed in difcharge of the faid debt due to the King; 
but I do not find that any of the fums mentioned in 
his Majefty's faid letter have been yet pafled in any ac« 
count to his Majedy. 

And as to the faid fum of I220l. 15s. 3d. pre« 
tended to have been paid by the faid (ir Daniel Bel- 
lingham to the earl of Orrery and lord Mafiereen 
for their fees, I find that the fees due for all the moi* 
ney received upon that fund of the year's value and 
half year's value, whilil they continued receivers 
thereof, did amount to about that fum of 1220 L 
15s. 3d. and the duke of Ormond, then lord lieu- 
tenant of this kingdom, by his warrant dated the 
20th of March 1662, did order the vice-treafurer to 
allow and pay to the ear| of Orrery and lord Maflb- 
reen their fees of 6d. per pound, out of all montef 
that fhould be paid into the treafury by them ; upon 
which warrant the lord MafTereen diat now is, gave 
an acquittance, without date, endorfed on the faid 
warrant, acknowledging to have received thereupon 
the faid fum of 1220I. 15 s. 3d. for the earl of Or<t 
rery and himfelf, in right of the late lord Maflereeo, 
as by the faid warrant and acquittance produced be- 
fore me doth appear. And as to the fum of ai6I, 
pretended to have been paid to the countefs of forU 
land, I find that his Majefly, by his letters besting 
>date the 5th of February 1663, did grant to the (aid 
countefs the fum of 4740 1, to be paid out of. the 
faid year's value and half year's value, and did direft 
the earl of Anglefey, then vice-treafurer, to make 
payment thereof ; and it appears by certificate ftgned 
by fir Robert Viner, now lord mayor of London, and 
attefled by a publick notary, and bearing date thd 
l6th of March 1673, that he paid to the faid count 
t^t[sy upon the apcpunt of fir Ddoid Qellingh^co, in 

the 
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the year 1663, the fum of 2i6i. and likewife by af- 
fidavit of mr. Edward Corker, that the faid fum was 
allowed upon gccount by fir Daniel Bellingham to fir 
Robert Vyner, as paid in the year 1663. Both thefe 
Aims above mentioned, feem to have been paid before 
the paffing of the explanatory aft, and fo were regu- 
larly paid, and ought to have been allowed to fir 
Daniel Bellingham, in cafe the faid warrants and ac- 
quittances had been in due time produced by him, 
ilipon paffling his accounts, which by his carelefsnefs 
(as is pretended) was then omitted ; and it may, as 
I conceive, be reafonable now to allow the faid fums 
unto him, in cafe his Majefty (hall not think fit to 
take advantage of that omifTion. And in fuch cafe 
the lord Ranelagb, &c. ought to have a defalcation 
for the fame, in regard the faid fums were really due 
to his Majefty, at the time of their making their con- 
trail with his Majefty ; and the faid fir Daniel Bel- 
lingham cannot any otherwife than by his Majefty*s 
favour be difcharged thereof. And as to the fum of 
22I . pretended to have been paid to my lord Shan- 
])on, I find that his Majefty, by his letters bearing 
date the iqth of January 1662, did grant to the faid 
lord Shannon the fum of loopl. to be paid out of 
the faid year's value and half year's value ; and it 
appears by his lordftiip'« acquittance, bearing date the 
lith of December 1667, and by his letter to the 
commiftioners of accounts, that the faid fir Daniel 
Bellingham did pay unto hrni the faid fum of 22I. in 
part of the faid warrant for loocl. And altho' I amt 
apt to believe the faid 22 K was really paid, yet the 
faid money being paid after the pafling of the expla-i 
natory ad, when the fund out of which the fame wa$ 
appointed to be paid, was difcharged, the faid fir Da- 
liiel Bellingham had no warrajit then for payment 
" ' 4 ■* thereof; 
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thereof; neither ouj^ht the faid fum to have been 
allowed to the faid fir Daniel Bellingham upon any 
of bis accounts, in cafe the fame upon pailing thereof 
had been produced. 

And as to the fum of 2750 1. pretended to have 
been paid to the earl of Rofcommon, I find that his 
Majefty, by his letters bearing date the 6th of June 
1662, did grant to the faid earl of Rofcommon 
the fum of 5000!. to be paid to him out of the year's 
value and half year/s value, whereof the faid earl 
received the fum of 12501. which was pafled upon 
the earl of Anglefey's accounts ; and afterwards his 
Majefty, by his other letters, bearing date the lyth 
of March 1663, did order the remaining fum of 
3750 1. to be paid to the faid earl out of the year's 
value and half year's value, on the margin of which 
letter there is a receipt under the faid earl's hand, 
without any date, acknowledging the receipt of 2750U 
upon account of that letter : but I being doubtful 
whether the fid fum was really paid, J examined fe-^ 
vera! witnefles upon oath concerning the payment 
thereof, and among others, one William Howes, 
agent to the faid earl of Rofcommon's troop^ who de^ 
clared, that about the year 1670 or 1671, be did treat 
with the faid fir Daniel Bellingham deceafed, con« 
cerning the balance of an account which was then 
depending between the earl of Rofcommon and fir 
Daniel Bellingham, whereupon he believed the faid 
earl was then indebted to the faid fir Daniel BtU 
lingham in the fum of four hundred or five hundred 
pounds ; and that the faid fir Daniel Bellingham did 
then propofe and offer to the faid William Howes, 
(fuppoiing him to be intrufted with the management 
of the earl's concerns) to pay unto the faid earl of 
Rofcommon the fun^ of five hundred pounds in mo« 

ney; 
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ney, and to difcharge the faid former account, in 
full fatisfa£Uon and payment of what was owing to 
the faid earl by virtue of his Majefty's faid letter for 
37501. And that in 1672 the faid fir Daniel Belling- 
ham did further propofe and offer unto the faid Wil- 
liam Howes, about the time of the faid earl's going 
into France, to give and pay to him for the ufe of 
the faid earl, the fum of 500 1. and likewife to clear 
and difcharge the faid earl of all former accounts, (o 
as the faid earl would aifign over to him the benefit 
of his Majefty's grant ; with which offer the faid 
William Howes acquainted the faid earl, who then 
refufed to accept thereof : and that he believes that 
fince that time the faid earl hath made fome contraft 
or bargain for the fame with fir Richard Bellingham^ 
ion and heir of the faid fir Daniel Bellingham ; and 
believes alfo it was in and for the confideration of 
the fum of 500U in regard the faid carl told him,, 
the faid William Howes, that the fatd fir Richard 
bellingham was indebted to him the fum of 500 1. 
and that as fooo as be ihould receive the fame, the 
faid William Howes fhould have 100 1. in part fatif* 
fadion of what was owing to him for his falary, and 
that the other 4001. was defigned to be paid to mr. 
Thomas Hackett of Dublin, merchant, to drfcharge 
M mortgage upon the faid earl^s eftate, owing to one 
lieutenant Wade. 

And the faid Thomas Hackett being a]fo examined 
upon oath, declared, that the earl of Rofcommon 
being in Dublin about a year fince, vmd difcourfing 
with him the faid Thomas Hackett concerning a 
mortgage one lieutenant Wade had upon part of the 
Ikid earl's eftate, told him, the faid Thomas Hackett^ 
that he had given ofder and dire&ion for the clearing 
of it by mr^ Edward Corker, And the faid Edward 

Corker^ 
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Corker, who is brother in law and agent to the fatd 
fir Richard Bellingham^ being alfo examined up6n 
oath, dechred, that he h ith heard that the faid earl 
of Rofcotnmon did expeft to have received 400 1. of 
fir Richard Beliingham, and that the fame was to 
have been paid to mr. Thomas Hackett ; but that ht 
the faid Edward Corker never made any fuch con- 
traft or bargain with the faid earl, neither wad the 
faid 400 1. overpaid, but that the original letter for 
payment of 3750!. to the faid earl, was found among 
fir Daniel's Bellirigham's papers at the time of his 
death. 

And one mr; Jeremy Hall being alfo examined 
upon oath, declared, that about a year and half or 
two years fince, difcourfing with William Howes 
about the faid 3750 1. payment to the faid earl of 
Rofcommon, he told the faid William Howes, that 
he heard the faid William Howes, or the faid earl, 
had made an Agreement about the faid warrant ; to 
which the faid William Howes anfweredj yes ; and 
that he thought it was a good agreement, for that 
500 1. was better than nothing. And he alfo, about 
five or fix months fince, alking mr. Thomas Hackett 
whether the four hundred pounds, owing by the faid 
earl to lieutenant Wade, was paid ? he anfwered. 
No ; but that mr. Corker was to pay my lord Rof- 
common 500 1. out of which lieutenant Wade was 
to have 400 1. and mr. Howes was to have the other 
lool. 

And Thomas Taylor, comptroller of the treafury 
under the lord Ranelagh, &c. being alfo examined 
concerning the faid matter, declared, that in the year 
1669 he was deputy-receiver to fir George Cotterell, 
then vice-treafurer of Ireland, and that he remem- 
bers to have feen a copy of a letter from his Majefty 

for 
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fot the payment of a certain Aim of money to tho 
«arl of Rofcommon, to be paid out of the half 
year's value ; and that the payment thereof being 
propofed unto him the faid Thomas Taylor^ he re- 
fufed to make good the fame, without a particular 
direction for that purpofe from the faid fir George 
Cotterell, there being no fund for the fame. 

Upon all which, I am not fatisfied that the faid 
2750 L was ever really paid to the faid earl of Rof- 
common ; and that if the fame had been paid^ yet k 
was paid many years after paffing the explanatory a&^ 
when the fund out of which it was appointed to be 
paid was discharged : and the faid fir Daniel Belling^ 
ham had no legal warrant for the payment thereof to 
the faid earl, nor can reaibnably be thought to have 
ventured the payment of fo great a fum, without any 
warrant or authority to juftify the payment thereof^ 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Thomas Chichley* 

fiir^ Dublin Caftle^ April 8, 1675. 

I Had AieneF returned an anfwer to yours of the 
28th of January, which came to my hands the 
27th of February, had not the journey of my fecre- 
tary mr. Harbord been fo near, as to give me the con- 
venieocy of fending it by him, who may alfo clear 
fome things by difcourfe, in cafe the remarks I have 
put in the margin to each particular in the paper, be 
not fuficiently explained The expence will be con- 
fiderable to repair or new build the feveral ftore-houfes 
in each garrifon, they being, as you obferve, all of 
them fo abfolutely ruinous ', befides, the conftanc 

charge 
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charge which is neceflary to be fpent within tKis 
office, viz. five thoufand pounds pet annum^ is, I 
feari more than we ihall get upon the new eftabltih:^ 
ment. Tho% for my own part, I think no ttionejf 
better laid out than this, yet I make no queftion wheti 
we have a parliament here, which I hope may h0 
within feme reafonable time^ we ihall then have tf 
fupply for fo neceflary a work. I muft further Cell 
you, that there is not one company of foot in thi 
whole army, armed as they ought, fo aa indeed of 
neceifity they muft be all new armed throughout } buf 
that which we moft want, and indeed cannot be witb-* 
out, is fome provifion of powder^ for our flores are 
now exceeding low. 

Of thefe particulars mr. Harbord will difcourfd 
with you at large ; therefore I ihall fay no more if 
prefent, but rqmain with perfed truths 

Your moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



Right Honourable, 

According to your honours orders and diiiet- 
tions, concerning the ftores and ammunilioA 
remaining in Ireland, and what is moft fit to be doni^ 
therein. I have examined the remainder taken by mf 
ion and Mr. Robinfon this laft fummer, and having' 
difcourfcd the whole affair with them, I do hmnbty 
certify that the want is very great of all manner of 
ftores, efpecially of a good marching train of artillery^ 
which an eftabliihed army cannot be without ; and 
there will be a great quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion wanting in the publick ftores and in the fettled 
garifons, which his Majefty no doubt will caufe fo 1>^ ' 

fupplied 
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plied fcMT the fafety of that kingdom, as fail as his 
revenue will admit* But before your honour can 
prefent any certainty thereof to his Majefty, or thofe 
proportioni' or eftitnatefl can he made (according as 
your honour has reJblvcd) you vnill pleafe to acquaint 
his excellency the lord lieutenant of Ireland, and re- 
cdve hit judgment and opinion both as to the gene* 
ml fupply of ftores to the publick magazines and gar- 
rifons^, as alfo to the particular annual repairs, and 
fupplies and maintenance of the officers and uiider«> 
officers of the ordnance, which, if your honour 
pleafeth, may be tompri«ed under thefe heads. 

I. The plii:es which are v^ be fupplied with 
magazines of war^ and tfao building and repairing 
ftore4ieuibs thetv. 

II. The quantity of gum and ammttnltion fit to 
bk laid up in fuch places^ 

III. The ftores for the feveral garrifons, and 
What thofe gartifMs muA be, and how many. 

IV. The yearly fupply of powder, arms and 
match, and how the fame' may b^ft be done, and 
where, and how to be managed, fo that the chief of 
the goTernmcnt of Irel^d Inay know v^hat is im-« 
ported or exported* 

V. The etinual charge 'for repair of ftore^houies^ 
giuTf ifons, platf&rms, ^leanfing of arms, 2(c« 

VI. And laftty^ the charge of the officers and 
«ffider-ofIicer« of the artillery^ and the payments of 
the mofiey for ^ ^ole expenc^^ • 

I To 
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Refolutions on the foregoing heads. 

To the iirft. Londonderry is a much fitter place 
for the ftore of the province of Uifter than Knock-, 
fergus. 

It were alfo convenient there were one ftore-houfo 
more at Athlone, it being the center of the kingdom, 
and of all others the moft proper place to. keep a- 
ftrong body of men conftantly together. 

To the fecond. It is conceived, that one marching 
train of artillery may be fufficient, and that to be at 
Dublin, conftfting of twenty brafs gUns, &c. as is 
here propofed ; which number of guns « may be en 
nough, in regard the people of this country are not 
(o well (killed in afFairs of war as in other places ; 
and by experience of thei laft war it was fevnd that 
a few field-pieces feemed very terrible lo.Chem, fo as 
the expence of the other marching trains may be 
ijpare4. 

It's very conveoient, and indeed necefl^, that 
there were always a ftore of loooo arms at Dublin, 
and at Limerick, Gal way, and Londonderry 1500 
each, as alfo 2000. arms at Athlone. 

To the thirds Twenty guns feems too, many for. 
Carrickfergus, t!;c place being muph lets confiderabl^ 
than is irnagincri in England i ten may be a compe- 
tent nuniber. Cork is oQiitted, which bei^ig the fe^rond 
city of Ireland, and a port town^ it were cqnvenient * 
there were alfo ten or fifteen guns mounted. It may 
likewife be obferved by the map^ that there is too 
great a trad of land in the north-weft of Irel;^n4 
\Qi% unprovided of apy ftandiqg gari^ifpn, it being fiis 

fcOTGi 
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fcore Engllfli miles between G^lway and Londonderry'; 
and tho' there were many little forts built in that 
country by rtie Englilh, it being very much of it a 
wild and boggy part, and inhabited by the moft un* 
^civilized Iri(h, which forts, in time of trouble, are 
liable to furprize ; it may therefore be neceffary for 
his Majefty's fervice, to flight them all, eftablifti 
one ftrong garrifon in that country, for which pur^ 
pofe Sligo is conceived the moft convenient place^ 
where there are already feveral guns. If it be con- 
ceived too expenfive to have fo many guns mounted 
here (provided there be the marching train in Dub- 
lin) they may beft be (pared in the towns following, 
Dublin will need no more than eight or ten for firing 
upon folemnities or feftival days. Drogheda needs 
none but two or three for tjie like occafion. Kil- 
kenny the fame. Cork the like : but in all the other 
places, as Waterford, Duncannon and Paffage, Kin- 
fale and Rincorian, Limerick, Galway, Athlone, 
Londonderry, Culmore, Carri<;kfergus, Charlemount 
and Sligo, they are abfotutely neceffary. 

To the fourth^ See the eftimate of the proportions 
of powder, match, and ball, as are allowed to the 
prefent army, which is fomething too narrow a pro- 
portion. Match, cannon bullet, and leaden ! ullc^, 
as alfo pikes, may {be cheaper had in Ireland than 
from England. The law already here is, that na 
powder or arm$ be permitted to be landed or fold in 
Ireland but by the lord lieytenant's licence. Some 
rules may be agreed upon with the mafler of the ord^* 
liance for the execution of this^^ 

To the fifth. That there ought to be anotHpr 

^re-boufe built in Dublin is moft ncceiTary, as alf ,, 

. I z th4t; 
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that there were a better powderrhouftp, but then i| 
were convenient that thofe ftpod within ibme fort or 
place that were defenfible ; it being a ihame to fee 
the ftores of a kingdom fo liable to furprize as thej 
are and have always been. If hi^ Majefty ihouU 
tliink fit to proceed in the defign of building a fort- 
royal on the ftrand near Ringfend, as was deflgned by 
P. Bernard de Goine, 'tis doubtlefs the only pro-; 
per piece of ground where a fort can be built, fo as 
to be relieved by Tea ; but it is conceived, that fp^ 
a ftore of arms the fea air will be very prejudicial ; 
'. therefore it is offered to confideration, whether a 
leiTer fore may not be built upon fone advantageous 
place on the land, purpofely to fecure the ftgres and 
powder ; in the mean time, that a ftoi^fi-bouC: be 
built on the ground in the Ca(llc where the fomcr 
fiore-houfe flood in the lord Berkley's t^np ; and 
that the new powder-houfe be fenced with a good 
wall of convenient height, with fpme flankers^ n$ 
well as the place will bear ; that three or four files 
of men may conflantly lodge within to keep it frpQI 
(urprize. 

Anfwer to the Refolqtions, 

I. As to the firft, your honour has forni^rly re- 
folved, that there fhould be four places only for 
lodging the trains of artillery and fiorcs of war for 
the four provinces, \iz. Dublin, Limerick, Galway, 
and Knockfergus, or at fuch places, as inftoad of any 
pf thofe, as his excellency and council io Ireland 
fliall think mofl fit, as at Londonderry inftead of 
Knocktergus j the' the latter will be more conve- 
nient for his Majefty's fhipping to come to, and to 
tue fupplied w^th jpore fjpeed if need ijhould require, 

II, That 
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IL That at Dublin there be a train of artillery, 
mounted and fit for fervice, of twenty brafs guns^ 
viz, ten for battery, and ten for the ^eld, four 
mortar-pieces, and two petards, ten thoufand arms, 
and all other provifibns of war anfv^erable to fuch a 
train. 

III. At Limerick, Gal way, and Knockfergus (or at 
any fuch other place as fhall be thought moft conve* 
nient, inftead of any of thofe) there be at each a 
marching train of ten brafs guns (whereof four for 
battery^ aitd fix (ox the field) two mortar. pieces, and 
two petards^ with fifteen hundred arms and ^ other 
provisions anfwerable to fuch a train ; fo that in all 
there may be fifty brafs pieces ready for fervice, and 
may be had either already caft in Ireland, or by new 
Gifting if need be. There are remaining thirty- 
three places where fome ftores no ware, and formerly 
have beeo garrifons ; but your honour will not think 
it is fit to maintain* all thofe, but will defire his Ex- 
cellency and council's opinion what are to be flighted, 
and what kept. The moft confnlerahle places your 
honour has had reported to you, and here is pro- 
pofed the names of places, and what great guns each 
pface might have mounted, which his Excellency 
nday alter as he pleafeth, viz. At Dublin twenty 
guns to be mounted on ftanding or ihip carriages ; 
aC progheda ten, at Kilkenny ten, at Duncaqnon 
ah4 Pa^ge fifteen (whereof ten culverin, or bigger 
guns, to be fent from London) at Kin/ale fi^teen^ 
Rincorian thirty. Limerick fifteen, Galway thirty, 
Athlone ten, Londonderry and Culmore twenty, 
Carrickfergus twenty, Charlemount ten, in all two 
Jiundred and nineteen gun$, which may moii^e had 

1 3 ^« 
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in Ireland, but the carriages moftly and gunners 
ftores will be wanting. 

By thefe guns (with your Excellency and your ho- 
nour's approbation, aft^r his Majefty's pleafure de« 
clared) there mud be proportions and eftimates drawn 
and made accordingly, to fuch number of guns as 
(hall be agreed on (having refpe£l: to the ftores already 
in being) and the chief gunners at each place muft 
indent for the fame. 

IV. There will J-equirc a yearly fupply of pow- 
der and match for the army and garrifons, and for 
the whole kingdom of Ireland for his Majefty's fer- 
vice, in lieu of what fliall be fpetit, and what ftiall 
decay. It would be very convenient that there fliould 
be a ftore-houfe and places thereto belonging built 
near Dublin, elfe the decayed powder muft be fent 
into England and changed, which the former would 
prevent. And to the end that his Excellency and 
future governors of Ireland ftiould always know what 
powder or arms there are received in or difpofed of 
to the fubjed^s in Ireland, or otherwife, your honour 
will pleafe to propofe to his Excellency, that no pow- 
der or arms (hall be fold in Ireland, but fuch as ihall 
come from England (or arms made in Ireland] which 
fhall be imported at no other places than Dublin^ 
Knockfergus, Londonderry, Galway, Limerick^ 
Kinfale, Cork and W^terford ; and that his Excel- 
lency (hall be informed at all times of the landing 
of the fame, by the officers of the ordnance in Ire- 
land, and not to be fola but by his Excellency's 
order ; with other rules to the Cuftom and officers o£ 
the ordnance, as his Excellency and your honour 
(hall agree on. 

V. Con-' 
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V. Concerning the annud charges of repairs of 
ft6re-hoUfes^ garrifons, platforms, cleaning of armSj 
carriages, &c. it cannot be afcercained till fuch time 
as it be refoked what places and garrifons will be 
pitched on by his Excellency and your honour. The 
great ftore-houfe of Dublin no doubt muft be new 
built, and the powder-hoUfe repaired j and unlefs 
there be good care and annual repairs made to all the 
reft of the ftore-houfes and garrifons, all the provi- 
fions aforefaid will be loft and ruined ; and this havr 
ing been utterly negleded formerly, is the only caufe 
that there are fuch great wants at this time. There 
will require 500 barrels of powder each year to be 
fent into Ireland for the expence of the army and 
garrifons s fo that I judge 5000 1. per annum, will 
be the leaft fum that can be required for thefe pur- 
pofes. 

VI. Concerning the eftablMhment and prefent fa- 
laries of the ofBcers of the ordnance and gunners, it 
is true, before my lord of Eflex went into Ireland, 
your honour drew up fuch propofals as you thought 
fit to prefent to his Majefty, and did reduce the fa- 
laries from 2177I. to near upon 1500I. per annum, 
but fo that the overplus, viz. 677 1. per annum, 
ihould have been left free for encouraging thofe that 
did well, paying travelling charges, and to have been 
employed in repairs of arms, &c. but my lord Rane* 
lagh finding thofe papers in fir James Shaen's hands, 
reduced the falaries without any fuch confideration. 
And as for the money, whatfoever it (hall be, your ho- 
nour has declared, that if you may, you will have it in 
fome good hands depofited as it fhall come due, leady^ 
to be paid to fuchufes as defigned : and that therefore 

I 4 there 
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there may be a treafurer and paymafter for that fcr* 
Tice only, to receive and pay the monies according to 
orders, and for his pains and ctre to take 3d. m tiie 
poand at the moft, which your honottr wHl leave 10 
his Excellency's approbation : and I believe fuch « 
ttian may be had. 

Thefr being the chief parts to be confidered of^ 
and wherein your honour will defire his EacelteBcy^ii 
judgment, and thereupon come to a reiblution, k 
will follow then, that your honour will propofe fndl 
rules and' orders to his Majefty^ to be by him con>» 
firmed and eftabliflied, as may not only as wtU afcer- 
tain the prefent eftablifhment for falaries (your ho* 
nom' having declared not to exceed the prefent 1500 L ^ 
per annum) as the future government of tlie oftcert 
and members of the ordnance : all whidi I fiibmit to 
jour honour's pleafurcj ever being 

Your honour's 

moft obedient; fe; vant^ 

Jonas Moo&Ei; 



All 
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An Estimate of one year's expence of pow- 

. der, match, and ball, out of the feveral ftores Iq 

Ireland to the army, ^ceording to the number of 

troops and companies^ and ether ak^cidental occa- 

jions. Aiuioi674« 



To the life guard of horfe 


Barrels of 


BuiuHe* 1 


Barrels of 


Powder. Match. 1 


Balls. 


4 




4 


To 04 Troops •— . 


24 




24 


To the roys^l regiment — 


. 3^ 


27 




To 74 companies of foot - 


148 


296 


148 


To the gunners at DubKn, 








for firing the great guns 




'.. 




on the a3d of April, 








29th of May, and 23d 








of Oftober — -— — 


18 


itnir 




The great guns are ufually 








fired at the arrival of the 








chief governor at the 








death of any general of- 








ficer, at feftiral days in 








divers garrifons round 








the kingdom, firing at 








ftips not ftriking at 








forts, and faluting of 








frigates, &c. alfo for 








extraordinary fervice. 








fuch as tories a- 








larms, &c. aH which 








is eftimated at per an- 










60 


30 


to 


Total gf one year's expcnce 


290 


. ^^? 


186 






Tun ha. 


Tun hv. 






9 &»9 


9 & ^ 
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To the King, 

Dublin Caftle^ April lO, 167]^ 
May it pleafe your Majcfty, 

MY lord Conway, who prefents your Majefiy 
with this letter, is a perfon that underftanda 
this country well, and is very affectionate to your 
Majefty's fervice. He hath feveral things to acquaint 
your Majefty with concerning affairs here, when your 
Majefty (hall pleafe to give him an opportunity. I 
ihall not, therefore, prefume to enumerate any par- 
ticulars, but leave them to the account he fliall give 
your Majefty, and remain with all humility. 

Your Majefty*s moft faithful, 

and moft obedient fubje£t and fervant, 

ESSEX. 

fc^JV^MJ^A^A^^^ A ^ * ^ '*^ ^ ^^<f ^ ^ ^^tr^Nr ^ '^^f'^Hf^^^^f'^ 

To Mr. fecretary Coventry 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 10, 1675. 

THE laft week I received advice of a vcflcl 
come into a creek about twenty miles weft- 
ward of Kinfale, which being vehemently fufpe&ed 
to be ftolen from the right owners, I immediately 
fent down orders to Capt. London, commander of 
the Norwich frigate, to ufe his beft endeavours to 
feize this (hip, which he has fmce done, £he particu- 
lar circumftances whereof the enclofed will inform 
you. She proves to be a (hip of Hamburgh, laden 
in Holland, and bound for France j wherefore if you 
pleafe to acquaint the ambaiTadors of Holland where 

ih« 
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{he is, that thofe who have fhares in her ttizy fend 
over to take care of the goods : the ordinary forms 
of reftoring them ihall be piirfued* The enclofed 
will likewife make known (o you how barbaroufly 
the perfons who are now in her have murthered the 
feamen^ and this themfelves confefs^ I have con- 
fuked his Majefty's council, who tell me, that I need 
not a letter from England for the trial of them^ 
but that a commifliion of oyer and terminer may be 
ifTued of couf fe, which ihall be done. I am to ac- 
knowledge two of yours of the 30th of March, and 
3d of April, and give you thanks for the letter in 
behalf of Mr. Dean Roan. I have alfo with the laft 
of yours received his Majefty's commands concerning 
the corporations, which I (hall carefully purfue. The 
matter you mention to have been, cifcourfed of in 
council, I have direded Mr. Harbord (who this day 
fets fail for England) to clear to you, and in the 
mean time I deiire you to continue the belief of my 
being with perfed truth and efteem. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To the Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 10, 1675. 

MY lord Conway now going over, will eafe 
your lordfhip of the trouble of a large letter 
from me, upon many particulars relating to thi« king- 
dom, the ftate whereof bis lordfhip fo well knowings 
and being a perfon really devoted to his Majefty's 
fervice, and one whom I have a great aflurance of 

his 
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his friendfhip and afFeftion both to yonr Icfrdfhip amf 
myfelf) you may, as I conceive, fafely rely upon filch 
reprefentations as he ihall make of matters hei^ : 
wherefore there is only one concern which I fhall fill 
this letter with, and that is relating to the revenue, 
leaving all others to his narration. The prefeoc faHn 
drawing now fo pear an end, it were but reaforraUe 
thofe methods were foon concluded on, which fliould 
be taken after the expiration thereof. Some fbnkier 
letters of mine acquainted your lordfhip with inj 
opinion, that putting it into farm, again were moft At 
for his Majefty's profit. And, I muft conftfs, I do 
ft ill remain of the fame mind ; but in regard we 
have an expedation of a parliament here, and hqpe 
there will be fome increafes made to his Majefty's in- 
tereft, it may therefore fccm for the prefent more 
convenient to keep the revenue, fome time m bb 
Majefty's own hands, and fo foon as the intended 
parliament hath met, and granted their fupplies, diat 
then both be.lett together; for the advance we hope 
for in the revenue being principally upon the encreafe 
of the cuftoms on feveral commodities, if the cuftoms 
that now are be let to one pack of men, and the 
new impofitions on the fame commodities to others, 
it will caufe fo much confuflon and difpute, and wUl 
raife fo many queftions between them, as will much 
hinder the profit to both : and if it (hould be let to 
thofe who are in pofleffion of the farm, they will 
hardly be induced to give the full value of the ne^ 
improvements. If any refolution be taken to keep it 
in his Majefty*s hands for one year, or tho' but for 
half a year, it muft doubtlefs be managed by cdtti- 
miflioners. The principal thing to be apprehended iti 
the management is, that men will more cafily get let- 
lers of gifts, than whilft it is in farm, and particu- 
larly- 
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larly fpr the remUtal of t^eir quiCrrents, But for 
(ho(c mattc^rs we omft giwd ourfelvcs as well as w^ 
^M i aod fomp rtile3 may be o^red to his Majefty's 
conA4ex»tipD^ to reftrain tbe too eafy pafling away of 
money, Atid ^sfot the quit^rents which are ititnoG: 
danger, I ihall be 4ble very fp^edily to reduce them 
to a certainty, and by diminifhing them upon all thefc 
}ands which arc overcharged, leave no juft ground to 
complain of this burthen, My lord Conway will be 
prepat^d to difcourie with your lordihip upon this 
fubje£l, and to ihew you the methods I take in the 
work, and tho' the Turn put out of charge will be 
fome thoufands of pounds a year, yet. when it is con- 
^Atiei^ that it is tivken off fUch lands ^/t^ere It cannot 
be >coUe£)»d, of at leaft not without wafting them, 
noiie can think his Majefty^s income prejudiced by 
(j^h redueements. Befides, the land which vre fhaiL 
difco'/er, and thofe others in Conaught, upon the fet- 
tlement of that province, being brought into charge, 
which as yet they have not been, will more, I am 
fure, than con^penfate the Aim now ftruck out. Tjie 
next thing to be provided for is, that the eftablifh- 
ment do comifiue the fame a3 now it is, only with 
tbofe 9i^dition9 for eafing the flicrifFs, which are al- 
ready pi^bjifbed tQ the people by proclamation. And 
tbo* J am confident the revenue will now more than 
dUcharge i|, yet while it is in the King's own hands, 
it would fare to be within hounds \ whereby bis 
Majffty in the end can become no lofer. Thefe 
things being taken ci^re of, I fee no prejudice it can 
h^ tp retain fqr fome time the revenue in his Ma- 
jefty's hands : and if fit men be pitched upon for 
commifTipners, there is no reafon why we fhould not 
make a? much of it as the farmers have done : and 
l^&ikSi ti^h h^nsSt wiU ^i^'^^ t)v^ we ihall better 

kno\y 



142 LETTERS OF 

know what the worth of it is againft it comes to 
be letc. I think I have almoft broke my promife at 
the beginning of this letter, that I would not trouble 
your lordfhip with a long one, and therefore it is 
time to conclude, which I cannot yet do without 
giving your lordihip the aflurance, that I am^ witii 
all (incerity imaginable. 

Your lord(hip*s, 

ipoft faithful bumble fervant, 

ESSE3C, 

Here is one .fir John Cole, a man of a go<ld coii»* 
petent eftate in this kingdom, who may probably be 
propofed to be a privy counfellor. I knqw tbe geiv- 
tlemanwell, he is a very honeft man* and one I 
^ould be willing were of that number. 



To the lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlc, April lo, 1675. 

IHave confidered of the two propofals of your 
letter, as to the firfl of them, which is laying 
afide the cafual revenue for concordatums, I do fiilly 
approve thereof, and it may in many refpe£ls be con- 
venient. As to the other concerning penfions. Hike- 
wife agree with you in the method that they be in a lift 
diftin£t from the other eftablilhment, that if any failure 
of the revenue fliould happen, the retrenchments may 
fall upon them, but methinks fome refpe(£t ought to 
be had to the nature of the feveral penfions, if any of 
them are paid upon valuable confiderations, as that 
^f the countefs of Tyrconnel^ and that to the kte 

earl 
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carl of Donegal, which were upon the account of 
purchafe and not payments of mere grace and favour : 
befides the fum feems very large you have propofed 
by way of limitation, viz. not to exceed ten thou-r 
fand pounds per annum. I obferve in the firft eftab- 
liihment after his Majefty's reiloration the penfions 
were but 3329!. 10 s. per annum, in that of the 
year 1666 they are 3313 1. 7 s. 6d. and in that of 
1669 3214 U 73. 7d. and no more, tho' a penfion 
be therein included of 1 200 1, per annum to my lord 
John Berkley, which I believe was never paid, and 
why they ihould now be fwelled to this height of 
ten thoufaiid pounds per annum, I do not well un- 
derftand, efpecially when there is fo great a need of 
money for fupplying the ftores of the kingdom, and 
I do alfo. fear his Majefty will hardly be out of debt 
at th^ expiration of your lordihips undertaking, be^ 
fides 'tis to be apprehended that when a parliament 
fball meetj ithe largen^fs of penfions may be one of 
the things obje^ed agaioft the fuppjying of his Ma- 
jcfty's wants. 

My lord Conway will difcourfe both thefe and 
pther particulars with your lordfhip at large, fo. as I 
f^eed fay no more, but remain 

Your lord(hip*s, 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

Sent by the lord Conway, a copy of the propo-? 
fals made by the earl of Strafford, duke of Ormon4 
and cad of Eflex, at their coining into Ireland, be-y 
ip£ the faine ve]:batim« « 



A« 
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As Mo thefe two following papers conctmtng the 
Nomineesy and concerning tfae charters to corpo* 
rations. 

By the Declaration, there were' thirty ^ght perfom 
in a particular manner provided for, to bLe reftored 
in their whole eftates, after reprifals firft fet out to 
adventurers and ibldiers who were in poii&flion there- 
of, moft of thofe perfons either by being adjudged 
innocent, or by particular provifoes contained in thf^ 
Ad of Settlement on their behidf, have been refiorod 
to their eftates, and are in po&ffion of them* 

By the Aft of Explanation, all the reft of thok 
thirty eight perfons who had not updfl the firft aA 
been reftored to their eftates, together with is mimf 
more as make up in all fifty four peribns {wbo art 
commonly called Nominees) ar« provided for to be 
reftored by the commiffioners for executing tte fail 
ad to their feveral' principal houfe^, and two thou^ 
fand acres of land thereunto adjoyning, if they or 
their anceftors had fo much as two thoufiutd acres 
on the 22d of Odober 1641. And the adventurers 
and foldiers who were to be removed to -malBe way 
for their reftttution were to be firft fatisfied by fome 
other forfeited lands to be fet out to them by com^ 
miffioners for execution of the faid a£t, equal in v$(- 
]ue, worth and purchafe to the houfes and lands from 
which they (hould be removed, and the perfons then 
in pofleffton were to detain the profits of the iaid 
lands, until the faid commiflioners flioutd have fet 
put reprifals to them, and all perfons who after re* 
prifals fet out to them by the commitioners, fliould 
refufe to accept of fuch reprifals, were to be ac- 
countable for the profits of the lands to the perfons 

who 
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Wh6 ought to be reAored thereunto, from the time 
of fetting out fuch reprifals. 

Many of thefe Nominees are in poffejQion of all the 
lands whereunto they were to have been reftored by 
the faid ad, others of them are only in poiTeflion 
of part of their faid lands s fome of them hold lands 
in Conaught fet out unto them upon their tranf* 
plantation in the ufurper*s time, and fome of them 
are reftored to little or no part of their former 
eftates, the commiffioners for executing the faid a£): 
having not fet out any reprifals to the perfons in 
pofleffion of the lands whereunto they were to have 
been reftored by reafon of the claufe, (page 11) of 
the explanatory aft, that they were required to take 
care that the eftates and interefts of his Majefty's 
proteftant fubjefts fhould be fettled with all con* 
venient fpeed, and that fuch parts of the faid aft as 
had a tendency thereunto ftiould be put in execu- 
tion in the firft place, and before any parts of the 
faid aft which relates to other matters. 

Such of the fifty four perfons, who by the Decl^ 
ration were to have been reftored to their whole 
eftates, can only pretend now to be reftored to their 
principal houfes, and two thoufand acres adjoining 
thereunto, by reafon of a claufe (page 8) of the ex« 
planatory aft, that all fuch perfons who had not 
then been adjuged innocent, are barred and excluded 
from all and lingular claims and demands not par- 
ticularly allowed and provided for by the faid ex- 
planatory aft I and alfo by another claufe (page 51) 
all claufes in the aft of Settlement, which do not 
confift with the effeftual execution of the Explana- 
tory aft, are thereby repealed. 

Concerning the fatisfaftion of fuch of the Nomi- 
nees who are yet deficient of the provifion made for 
K them. 



146 LETTERSOP 

them, thefe matters may feem to be moft confider<« 
able. 

I. Whether, fuch of the Nominee* who arc now 
out of poffeffion of the lands whereunto they were 
by the faid aA to have been rtftored^ can now be 
legally reftored ? In regard thofe perfons in pofTeflioii 
thereof were by the a£l to have been reprifed by 
the commiflioners for executing the faid ad, and 
have pafled certificates and patents of thofe lands, 
with faving of the Nominees rights after they fhould 
be reprifed by the commifTioners for executing the 
faid 2L&J which being all particularly named in the 
faid aft, (page io8) and three years being the ut- 
moft time allotted to them for the execution of the 
faid z&j which are long fince elapfed. Whether any 
other perfons can now be appointed as commiffion* 
ers to fet out reprifals to the perfons now in polled 
lion of any part of the faid Nominees eftates, fo as 
the faid Nominees may be able to recover their 
eftates from them in cafe they (hall refufe to ac- 
cept of fuch reprifals i 

II. Whether the faid Nominees may not have 
part of the undifpofed forfeited lands that iball be 
difcovered, granted to them, in fatisfa£tion of the 
provifion defigned for them by the faid aft, before 
all the proteftant interefts provided for by the (aid 
aft are firft fatisfied ; (whereof many are yet de- 
ficient) or whether, that claufe requiring llie pro- 
teftant interefts to be firft fatisfied, was to be con- 
firued only to extend to the commiflioners appointed 
for executing the faid ad, and to be in force only 
idwing the time of their fitting and apt to oblige 

the 
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i)ie King as to the diftribution of the forfeited lands 
yet undifpofed of ^ 

III. Whether fuch of the faid Nominees, who 
now enjoy lands in Conaught or Clare in lieu of 
their former eftates, ought not to accept thereof to- 
wards fatisfadlion of the provifion, which by the ex« 
planatory zQ. was made for them ? 

IV. There being by a claufe (page 1^7) of the 
faid zA of Explanation, one year's rent appointed 
to be paid out of all the lands reflored to any pa- 
pift, by any decrees of the late commiflioners for 
executing the aft of Settlement, bearing date after 
the 2d day of July in the year 1663, over and above 
the year's value already paid by them, the fame to 
be paid to fuch Irifh papifts as ferved under his Ma^ 
jefty^s enfigns abroad, and are particularly mention* 
ed in his Majefty's Declaration, and were feized of 
any lands on the 23d of OQober 1641, to which they 
are not yet reftored in fuch proportions as the lord 
lieutenant of the kingdom (hall think fit, whether 
the faid year's rent may not now be ralfed, and part 
of the monies that (hall be received thereupon may 
not be paid to fuch of the Nominees as ate deficient 
and come under the qualification in the faid claufe 
mentioned, or how his Majefty would be pleafed 
that the faid year's rent Ihall be difpofed of, when 
the lame j(hall be thought fit to be ralfed ? 



K a Thi9 
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This is the State of the Cafe of the Nominees, to- 
gether with the fevcral queftions of law that 
may arife thereupon ; it is therefore humbly pro- 
pofed to his Majefty's confideration in order to 
their fatisfadiion, and that this clamour may no 
longer reft upon his Majefty. 

I. That there be a true eftimate made of the 
value of thefc very lands intended them by the 
aft, which values will vary according to the feveral 
counties wherein they lye. 

II. What proportion of lands or other advantages 
each man now enjoys or hath received, and that the 
fame be rated according to their true worth, that 
fo it may appear what the deficiencies of any of 
them arc, or if feme have not more than ever the 
aft intended them, and therefore ought to own the 
furplus, as it is purely his Majefty's ifavour that they 
enjoy the fame, and npt be prefling for new grants ; 
and that thofe who have lefs than their due, may 
have it fupplied by fome difcovered lands, in cafe 
it fliall be refolved, that by law they cannot have 
thofe very lands intended them by the aS. 

Memorandum. There was alfo at the fame time 
fent over by my lord Conway, a fcheme of thofe 
Nominees, formerly enclofed in a letter to the earl 
of Arlington, (bearing date. and 

therewith copied) with this addition at the bottom 
thereof. This is what appears upon record, and it 
is certainly known that many of thefe men enjoy 
more lands than is here exprefled, and poffibly others 
may have but fome of the lands herein mentioned, 

being 
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being recovered by Aiits of law, yet this fchemc 
may be a good foundation for an enquiry into 
jeach man's particular cafe^ 

Concerning the Charters to Corporations. 

IN moft of the corporations of Ireland, the free- 
men were generally papifts in the year 1641, and 
fo continued till about 1654, and although moft of 
the perfons who were then free, may now be pre- 
fumed to be dead, yet there being a cuftom in moft 
corporations, that all the fons of freemen are alfo 
free of the corporations whereof their fathers were 
fl^e, there cannot but be now very many papifts 
living who are entitled to their freedoms in their fc- 
veral corporations. Since the ending of the rebellion 
all the magiftrates in corporations have been ge-- 
nerally proteftants, and many proteftants have been 
sd(b admitted to their freedoms, and in the Ufur- 
per's time all the papifts that were freemen were 
hindered from enjoying the benefit of their free^ 
doms. 

Since the King's reftoration many difputes have 
happened concerning the papifts who were formerly 
free, being admitted again into the corporations. 
. By ^ letter from the King, dated the 22d of May 
x66i, his Majefty declared his pleafure, that the re- 
fpe^ive former inhabitants, natives and freemen, and 
fuqh as had right to be freemen in any of the cities 
or towns in this kingdom, fttould be forthwith rei- 
ilored to their accuftomed privileges and immunities, 
and s^dmitted to trade in the faid rcfpe&iye cities and 
town^ as freely as heretofore, without making any 
national diftinction, or giving any interruptions up- 
QU pr^t^nce of difference of judgment, or opinion in 
K 3 matters 



lit LETTERS OF 

made for all the antient freemen to be reftored to their 
freedoms. 

What expedients to propofe herein feems to be 
▼cry difficult, and it will be hardly poffible to propofe 
any that may fatisfy both parties. 

It may perhaps be a middle way, to admit only 
thofe papifts to their freedoms, who do now a£hi- 
ally enjoy the benefit thereof, whereby thofe papifh 
who have not yet been admitted thereunto by the 
corporations themfelves, may be excluded ; or cWe 
to provide that thofe papifls who have been adjudg- 
ed innocent, and their heirs and children fbaU enjoy 
the benefit of thofe freedoms whereby onJy thofe who 
have not been admitted to enjoy their eftates, will 
be hindered from their freedoms, but it is to be 
doubted whether either of thefe will fatify the parties 
concerned* 



To Sir William Temple: 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1675. 

IMuft acknowledge myfelf to be in arrear to ypu 
for feveral letters, the laft I receivecj this morn- 
ing, dated the 9th of April N. S, which brings 
me the good news of the Prince of Org^nges recovery. 
That difeafe he is ill of, hath been very fatal to 
his family, which made all men apprehenfivq of him, 
I am fure there is none rejoiceth more at his efcape 
than myfelf, being very fenfible how great a Ipfs he 
would have been to all true proteftants. 

The reafon I fo feldom trouble you with letters, 
is indeed becaufe we have fo little in thefe dull parts 
worth your knowledge ; but a particular happening 
here relating to fomc men where you are, I fliall give 

yoiA 
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you an account of it. A fhip coming into fome of 
the remote parts of this kingdom, was by the far- 
mers officers vehemently fufpedled to be ftolen, and 
upon notice to me, I ordered one of his Majefty's 
frigates to feize her, whereupon all is difcovered ; for 
the relation of which I fhall refer you to the exami- 
nation herewith inclofed. I wrote the laft week to 
mr. fecretary Coventry, defiring him to communicate 
this affair to the Dutch ambaffador, that fo the 
owners might come to their goods again, but if this 
arrive fooner, you may pleafe to acquaint fome mer- 
chants herewith to let thefe men know it ; all the 
care that can be, is taken for preferving the goods 
from embezelment, until the owners fend perfons 
authorized to look after them : fome goods thefe 
people (as the examination (how) did fell When they 
came firft on (bore, but captain London had on board 
with him, by order, a fufficient perfon who nailed 
down the hatches as foon as the fhip was feized, fo 
I am confident thofe poor men who own her will 
loofe nothing of what was in her when flie was 
taken. We are big with expeilation of what will 
be done this feffions of parliament. Pray God fend 
his Majcfty good fuccefs, and that the meeting may 
prove happy to the kingdom. 

I am. 

With all fincerity imaginable. 
Your excellency's moft faithful 
humble feryaut^ 

ESSEX, 



T% 
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To Sir Henry CapeL 



Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 13^ 1675. 

IHave many of your letters, and I find by their 
feveral dates, that all you have wrote are como 
to my hands, the laft which came by this morning^* 
poft, bears date the 6th inftant. Mr. Seymor is al« 
fo arrived, and hath brought your letter of five iheetSf 
tnd the other papers fo as you may be fecure that 
all are fafely with me. 

As to mr. fecretary Coventry, I have as great wt 
cfteem for him as for any man living, and ?cnow him 
to be as much my friend as is poffible, and am very 
forry when things do happen, which I am fure k 
not through my default, to make him entertain the 
leaft jealoufies. That I might pay him all the refped 
imaginable, when I firft entered into his Majefl/a 
fervice, I refolved to obey fuch commands as I re- 
ceived from him, and to purfue thofe methods, which 
bimfelf was pleafed to put bis bufinefs in, for fhould 
I do other, I were not fervant but mafter. My 
lord of Arlington, who I muft needs fay was as juft 
to me as myfclf could defire, did once take great 
offence at the method through which fome things 
puffed without his knowledge, which he conceivel 
bis office as fecretary entitled him to, but when be 
faw the orders I had received, and the diredions not 
to communicate them, he refted fatisfied I had done 
him no wrong ; if the King does diftribute his bu- 
finefs into the hands of thofe to whofe employments 
they do not properly belong, how can I help it ? 
therefore, I defire you above all things, to give mr, 
fecretary Coventry a full affurance, not only of my 
juftice towards him, but of my fervice and kindneft 

whenever 
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whenever I have an opportunity to evidence it ; fot 
really between yourfelf and me, there is no man in 
this age I value more than himfelf, and I am very 
confident when this matter comes all to light, he 
. will be {bx from having any ill thoughts of me. I 
have forborn the writing to him upon this fubjed, 
being more capable to be explained by difcourfe, and 
have defired mr. Harbord to do it effeAually. 

In relation to the matter of Ellex-houfe, I am ftill 
of the fame mind I was, that it was no improper 
thing for the King to give, nor any way unfit for me 
to receive $ neither do I underftand why my accept** 
ing of a grace from his Majefty, muft therefore 
engage <nc with parties ; but I believe that affair^ 
tho' utterly againft my mind, is now quite at an 
end. My lord chief juftice Povey I have fpoke 
with, whom I find not inclined to leave this coun- 
try, fo that his friends were too forward in moving 
any thing thereunto* I have had fo many letters 
to write to-day, and intending a hunting journey 
into the country to-morrow* I have time to fay no 
mores but remain 

Your moft affe^onate brother. 

ESfEX. 

As to what relates to my brother Ned's good, I 
fluU fend you over an account fo fooQ su I return* 
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To Mr. Thinne, 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1675, 

IHavc yours of April the 6th. wherein you inin4 
me, that in pafTing the charters to corporations, 
care be taken of the rights belonging to the zdcpi* 
ralty, here is already a letter of his Majefty's upoQ 
this fubje£t which is lodged with mr. attorney and 
mr. folicitor, with fpecial directions that nothing dp 
pafs to the infringeoient of their rights. 

By the laft packet I gave mr. fecretary an account 
of a fliij' we had taken here, which was ftolen fronn 
the owners thereof by fome Englifh ^d Irifh gentle* 
'men ; having nothing of importance now to troublp 
him with, I have cnclofed to you a further accounj; 
of that matter, together with the examinations of 
fome of thofe who were takei^ aboard the (hip, whic^ 
I defire you to acquaint him with, and remain^ 

Your moft affedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

■tliiiiwiili«i(i<nnnwi<>rinnnnii(iiiniwnt!rnnnrtinpnnniQnnninininnnfinnnniyiininniin(inii[iiiot»ii 

To the Coiintefs of Orrery. 

Madam, Dublin Caftle, April ijj^ i^JfS-. 

IHave received the favour of your Lady(hip*s let- 
ter, dated April the 9th concerning mr, Wal-. 
fingham's parting with his enfigns place, which I am 
willing he ftiould do, and colonel St. Leger*s foa 
come in his room, fuppofing the latter to be at leaft 
eighteen or nineteen years of age. Mr. Walfingham 
has fome debts in this town which do not exceed 
fifteen pounds, wherefore if your ladyihip ple^fe that 

0J:d.« 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 1^7 

order be taken for the payment of them when he 
parts with his commands^ my fteward ihall return 
the particulars; 

The letters; which came in from England this 
morning, tell us that the prince of Orange is fo well 
recovered of the fmall pox, that he begins to fit up. 
I defire your ladyftiip will be pleafed to prefent my 
fervice to your lord, a;id let him know that I 
would have wrote to him, but that I have lately been 
a little indifpofed. I wifli you both a good journey, 
and remain* 

Your ladyfliip^s moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Arthur Forbefc. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1675. 

I Have yours of the loth inftant, and approve well 
of enlarging the foldiers quarters, asalfo of fpend- 
ing the bifcuit, which I prefume if longer kept will 
be worfe. As for the horfe, I conceive they may 
agree for their fummer's grazing the fpring drawing 
on fo faft. The aflignments were fent down the laft 
Saturday, fo as ere this^ you cannot but have re- 
ceived them. Mr. Taylor tells me that he flopped 
no money out of colonel Salkfeild's company the 
laft pay day, and that was the reafon he had forty 
pounds this time, and twenty, the next, and fo on in 
the like proportion till his debts are paid. Our let- 
ters come in from London this morning, tell us that 
the prince of Orange is now fo well of the fmall-pox, 
that he begins to fit up, and the nth day being paft, 
it is confidently hoped the danger with him is over. 
I am^ your faithful and moft affe£lionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To the Lord Maflereen* 

My Lor<)» Dublin Caftle, April r}^ i6^« 

I Have your lordfhip's of the loth inftant, and. 
being to go upon a hunting journey into the 
county of Kildare to-morrow, I have fo many dif^ 
patches to make by the poft this evening, that I can- 
not fend you direfiions to-night, but fo foon as I re* 
torn, you (hall hear further frorn^ 

Your lordfbip'sL moft afFeAionate ffervan^ 

ESSEX. 

}i II ■ 

To Mr, Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Greenhills, April 18, i6ys* 

I Have received yours of the loth of April, toge* 
ther with the paper inclofed, it being a copy of 
that delivered at the council-board. I happen to be 
now in the country on a hunting journey, and my 
papers and inftru£lions all at Dublin, fo as 'till I re* ' 
turn thither, which will be on Wednefday next, I f 
cannot be fully pofitive in what I write : thus much 
only upon my memory I will take liberty to inform 
you, that as to thofe parts of the paper which men- 
tion an inftrudion fent hither unto me, it is right in 
the fubftance, for fuch an inftrudlion I did receive 5 
but I do believe the words are not exadly the fame, [ 
when I Ihall come to compare them. For the other 
part, which feems to be a piece of a letter, moving 
for fome further inftrudions, I know not from whence 
that letter fliould come* 'Tis penned in the third 
perfbn : I am fure { never wrote any to the effed 

therein 
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therein mentioned, as defiring thofe inflru£tions to 
be further enlarged. True it is, that after the re- 
ceipt of thefe orders counter-figned by my lord trea- 
furer, I did write to his lordihip, taking notice, that 
as for letters of grants, &c. within the fcope of thofe 
my private inftruftions, and which 1 had formerly 
received, and were not yet pafled, it fliould fuffice to 
acquaint his lordfhip with the fubftance, and fend 
copies thereof to him, and receive his opinion there- 
upon ; but that for the future I defired all letters of 
thefe natures might come in the form prefcribed, that 
fo I might be juftified in my adings here, for other- 
wife I (hould be much to feek what to do. This is 
the truth of the matter, to the beft I can remember ; 
but having ordered Mr. Harbord to give you full fa-^ 
cisfa6tion in the cafe, I fuppofe that will be done be- 
fore this letter can arrive. I can only fay, that when 
I firft entered into his Majefty's fervice, 1 took 
up a refolution of entire obedience to his commands, 
and to purfue the bufinefs committed to my charge, 
by thofe methods himfelf fliould prefcribe. Nor do 
I indeed fee how I can do other, unlefs I would make 
myfelf mafter. Neither is it fit any man (hould com- 
mand, that does not himfelf know how to obey. I 
do and will acknowledge to all men, that fince you 
have been in the ftation where you are, I have not 
only received all the juftice imaginaV.lt:, but all the 
kindnefs from you I could expect : nor (hall I ever 
Ihew myfelf unworthy of the many favours you have 
been pleafed to do me. 'Tis difficult at this diftance 
by letter to clear all particular occurrences which n:!ay 
happen ; but having commands not to communicate 
thefe inftrudions, I did not fo much as let my fecre- 
taiy Mr. Harbord know of them, tho' he was here 
when they came^ he then intending a journey foon 

for 
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for England ; but at his late return I did tell him of 
them, in regard he might mind me to be conform- 
able thereunto : and as I have already faid, I hope 
he has cleared the matter with you, for whofe friend- 
(hip I have a moft invaluable efteem, and remain with 
perfed: fincerity. 

Your moft faithful, and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Earl of Orrery. 

My Lord, Greenhills, April i8, 1675. 

I Have received yours of the 13th, concerning the 
tories, who have lately been out, and wherein 
you alfo give me notice that their protections are near 
expired. I look upon thefe fort of people to be 
pretty difficult to deal withal, and therefore if your 
lordftip thinks fit, I conceive^ you may enlarge their 
proteSions for a fortnight or twenty-one days longer, 
and that you pleafe to name fome perfon to me, either 
Mr. Chimens, or whom elfe you judge proper, to 
leave a power in your abfence to treat with them, 
and I (hall accordingly inftrud fuch perfons you no- 
minate, who conferring with others of the gentle- 
men likewife employed in the fame county on the 
like defign, may do that which is heft for his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, and the quiet of his fubjefts there. 

I have nothing further to add, but to wifli your 
lordfhip a happy voyage, and remain, 

Your lordfbip's moft faithful 

humble fervant, 

E S S E X* 
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To Mr. Harbord. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 19, 1675. 

I Have received your letter from Chefter, and by 
the fame packet I had one from Mr. fecretary 
Coventry, whereby I find that he knows of the fub-. 
fiance of my inftrudions. I woiild have ycu take 
all the care you can to fet things right with him, 
which is all I have to fay at prefent, remaining 
Tour moft aiFe&ionace friend, 

ESSEX. 

• To Sir Henry Capeh 

Dublin Caftle, April 14, 1675. 
Dear Brother, 

TILL thefe late letters I could never under-^ 
ftand the bottom of the affairs concerning my 
private inftruflions, and the grounds of Mr. fecretary 
Coventry taking fomething relating to them ill from 
me : fo as I fear all I have hitherto wrote, and all 
the directions fent by Mr. Harbord, may prove inef- 
fc&ixdl towards the giving him that fatisfadion, 
wiiich indeed I acknowledge to be his due. Mr. 
Harbord's letter of the 17th inftant, tells me, that 
the debate upon this fubjeCt was very warm between 
my lord treafurer and Mr. fecretary Coventry, and 
that in the end my lord treafurer did affirm, that 
thefe private inftrufHons were defired, and wrote for 
by me, and that he had twenty letters to (hew to that 
effeS: ; which is fo far from truth, that it never en- 
tered into my thoughts or imagination to ask for 
them. Nor did I fo much as dreagi or know of 

L them. 
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them, till they were delivered to mc at Dubfin, 
Neither did I write the leaft fyllable either to my 
lord treafurer, or any perfon elfe whatever, to propofb 
them. They confift of four inftruSions ; the firft 
whereof hath been made publick in council, but 
none of the other : and having, together with them^ 
received commands not to communicate them, till I 
am rcleafed by the fame hand, viz. his Majefty's^ 
I cannot give out any copy of the reft. Immediately 
upon the receipt of thefe inftruQions, I wrote to my 
lord treafurer on the 14th of Auguft, in the words of 
the paper Number I. A while after, in a letter of 
mine to my lord treafuver, dated Auguft 22d, you 
will find the paffage Number II. About two months 
after that, perceiving letters, notwithftanding thefe 
my private inftrudlions, ftill come in the fame form 
as heretofore, fo as I know not how to give anfwers 
to them, in another letter to my lord Treafurer (copy 
whereof is Numb. III.) I endeavoured to have the 
matter for the future regulated. Mr. Harbord fur- 
ther tells me, that I had wrote to my lord Ranelagh 
the other day, to defire him to move my lord Treafurer 
for a refolution from the King what I ftiould do with 
thofe letters and dire^ions which lay before me, and 
that thereupon my lord Ranelagh did prepare the 
heads of an order in council. Upon perufal of my 
late letters to my lord Ranelagh, I find one dated 
March 30, occafioned upon a letter I had tranfmitted 
in Mr. Sollicitor's behalf, which I delired my lord 
Ranelagh to fee difpatched to my lord Treafurer ; 
but that not returning in the form prefcribed by the 
inftru<5lions, I began my letter thus : " I have re- 
•< ceived yours of the 23d of March, together with 
•> the letter in Mr. Solficitor's behalf, and give your 
" lordihip thanks for your c^re pf him ^in this affair. 

I 
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^^ (hould be glad that the forms of pafEng lands 
** or money here were entirely fettled, that fo we 
*• might keep to known rules in bufinefs of this na- 
*^ ture ; for I find many men very uneafy, who bring 
** letters, and have not the fuccefs they expeft : and 
** I am confident, that when the rule you mention is 
** eflabliflied, urtreafonable grants will not fo eafily 
** be obtained. See the rule. Numb. IV. This is 
the truth, and the whole truth, as to my part, in the 
tranfa£tion of thefe inftruftidns, by all which paf- 
fages it will appear, that I have barely bbferved the 
command of my matter. 

Some orders I have received concerning the fend- 
ing of a party of the army down to the North of 
Ireland, and with them dire6tibns to hold my intel- 
ligence for all things relating to this party, with my 
lord Treafurer only. Now 1 do know, that this is a 
matter as foreign to the Treafilrer's bufinefs as any 
thing in the world, and proper only for the Secre- 
tary ; yet I would fain underftand from any man^ 
what I can do in fuch a cafe, oher than fubmit to 
his Majefty's pleafure ; it not being the part of a 
fervant to lay injunflions upon his Majefty, in what 
method he fliould difpofe of his affairs. Nay, I have 
been fo far from offering to remove any bufinefs out 
of its proper channel, and am fo great an enemy to 
it, that were it decent for me to fhew fome private 
letters which I have wrote to the King himfelf, they 
would fuffici^ntly juftify me in this particular. And 
tho' I do not think it convenient to offer any copies 
of what hath at large been.addrefled to his Majefty 
fingly, yet a little of the fubftance I will communi- 
cate to you. At a time when my lord of Arlington 
and lord Treafurer were in very high contefts, and I 
found great difficulties to keep fair with both ; and 

L 2 that 
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that if either refolved to thwart me, all under my 
charge would fuSer very much, I did reprefent to 
his Majefty the convenience of keeping that part of 
the bufinefs which related to this country in its pro- 
per channel ; yet fo, by my paying the refped to each 
in their feveral ftations, his affairs might receive their 
due difpatch, and I might preferve a good correfpon- 
dence with all his great minifters. This, and much 
more of the like kind, hath been exprefled in fome of 
my letters to the King* However, as to the letters 
which come from the fecretary's, I muft confeft, that 
I am of opinion, that they are generally too eafily ob-^ 
tained, for each man ftates his cafe himfelf ; and tho* 
there be another party concerned, he is feldom or 
never heard ; and the [letter drawn up by the peti- 
tioner himfclf, with any claufes he thinks fit to in- 
fert : fo as I could give inftances where matters de- 
terminable at law have been adjudged by Utters. But, 
indeed, the greateft mifchief comes to fuch affairs as 
relate to the King himfelf, as remittals of quit-rents, 
and other particulars within the revenue, which upon 
any fuggeftion, without examination, pafs, and then 
I am forced to deny things after the King's hand is 
to them, which is a great hardffiip upon me. How- 
ever, to my knowledge, I have not complained to 
any thereof, but to the fecretary himfelf, viz. n|iy 
lord of Arlington in a letter bearing date the 25th of 
April 1673, wherein I prefumed to conjefture, that 
fome orders would be endeavoured to be obtained in 
England. The words of the letter are thefe. " I 
** am forced to guefs at what is intended to be done, 
*' and upon thofe probabilities, to give my fenfe of it 
«< to your lordftiip, which I had rather do before or- 
*' ders be paft, than to be put to contradift or argue 
" againft them after they are figned. This difficulty. 
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^ I am apt to forefee, will perpetually attend this 
** employment, &c." And, indeed, it makes the 
place very troublefome, and muft, in my apprehenflon, 
be ingrateful to the King himfelf, to have fo many 
of his letters denied by his minifter, and yet I can't 
avoid the doing of it ; this, I do alTure you, that I 
never made any propofal into England concerning the 
altering of thofc methods : however, in my own 
thoughts, 1 do believe, they deferve fome confidera- 
tion. One thing more I had almoft forgot, which 
was, that in one of your late letters, Mr. fecretary 
Coventry had feemed to you a little troubled concern- 
ing a letter I had wrote to my lord Treafurer about 
the diforders of this city, faying, it was fuller than 
the reprefentations I had made to him* 'Tis true, 
my lord Treafurer's letter was more large : and it 
was necefiary, if I wrote to him at all, it (hould be 
fo in regard I was to ripp up to his Lordfh'ip the 
whole afFair from the beginning, he not having any 
knowledge at all of the matter : but if Mr. fecretary 
Coventry will Compare both his letters, viz. that of 
the 3d !of Februairy, and that of the loth of Fe- 
bruary, he will find them as cpmpleat to the prefent 
ftiate of the bufine(s as the other ; and for the narra- 
tive of what pafled three or four years ago, I knew 
lie was iiilly acquainted with it by fome former ac- 
cbiihts given him. I wrote to my lord Treafurer, 
becaufe I had found his friendfhip upon otber occa- 
fioas ; and if I had wrote to three or four of my 
acquaintance of the committee for foreign affairs, a 
ftate of thi^ matter, I fuppofe I had been guilty of 
no error, provided I did not negle£l to acquaint the 
principal fecretary with the thing. 

As for Mr. fecretary Coventry, I conceive I need 
add nothing to convince you of the value I have for 
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him, as a worthy gentleman, and in relation to mjy^ 
felf in particular. Had he depended upon, or beeR 
raifed by me from nothing, l)e could not have done, 
more, both of juftice and kindnefs to me in the em- 
ployment where he is, than he hath cpnftantly per- 
formed. I have this only thing to complain of, that 
upon a fuggeftion, before t were heard, he would 
imagine an^ thing unkindly of me ; and, indeed, I 
hope, for the future, he will believe me to be a plain 
man, without artifice,, and one, who in a direft 
courfe, purfues his Majefty's commands. I confefi, 
I am in fome wonder, to find all my letters relating 
to thefe inftru^tions fo coherent one with another, 
and all of them, fo much as w^s fit for me, endea- 
vouring that rules for paffing of grants m.ight be 
known and fettled j for *tis very poffible, among fo 
many diverfities of affairs and multitude of letters as 
I wrote, I might let fall fome exprefTions incojRiifient 
even with my own intention : but I do afTure you, I 
have ftridlly looked over all my late letters, and can- 
not fee any thing of importance iiT them upon this 
fubjea but what I have fent you. If any thing 
(hould hereafter happen that may occafion Mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry to have any hard thoughts of me, I 
hope he will let you kno\y the bottom thereof before 
he give credit to it ; for there is not any man in the 
King's dominions for whom I have a greater efteeii\ 
than himfelf. 

I am, 

Your moflt affedionate brother, 

E is SEX. 
Pan 
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Part of my letter to my lord Treafurer^ 4ate4 
Auguft 14, 1674. Numb. L 

*' I perceive by his Majefty's private inftruftioiifii 
" which have lately come to me, that much of the 
^* bufinefs of this kingdom will pafs through your 
**^ lordfliip's hands ; and as I (hall be pundual in pur- 
** fuing his Majefty's commands, fo (hall I be care- 
*' ful not only to pay your lordfliip the refpeft due 
^^ to your place, but likewife upon all occaflons to 
** exprefs a moft particular regard to your perfon, 
^' and to fliew the value I have of your lordfliip's 
*' good opinion," 

fart of my letter to my lord Treafurer^ dated 
Anguji 22, 1674. Numb. II. 

*^ In purfuance of hb Majefty's inftrudlions^ 
<* your lordfliip will enclofed receive copies of feveral 
*« of his Majefty's letters which have lately come 
^* to my hands, to all which I have given fome flop, 
** 'till fuch time as I could, by your lordfliip, receive 
^* a fignification of his Majefty's pleafure upon them, 
<' Thefe inftru^lions will, I am confident, be of ad* 
** vantage to his Majefty's affairs, by preventing di- 
** vers irregular grants, which otherwife could not 
*• be refifted. I fliall not fail of doing my part, 
^* tho' it will engage me in fome difficulties : for, 
** if thefe inftrudions be made know;i, men will 
*• get claufes in letters to fuperfede them j and if 
** I keep them fecret, it will not be very eafy for me 
<* to anfwer their importunities, and to take fo great 
*• a load upon me as the denying every body. How- 
f < ever, when letters of thefe natures do come, I fliall 
L ^ ^^ lindi 
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*' find fome pretence or other to refpite the execution 
** of them, 'till I make a reprefentation to your lord- 
^^ (hip, and I muft rely upon your lordihip's firm** 
<^ nefs to fupport me in England againft the cUmourt 
^< of all thofe who will take themfelves to be dif« 
** obliged by me." 

Part of my letter to my lord TreafureTj dated 
OSfober 24» 1 674. Numb. III. 

— ••' In the firft of my private inftruAions it if di- 
*^ rrded, that I (hall not ifiue any warrants or Older 
*^ upon his Majefty's letters, for granting or difpofing 
** any revenue lands, quit-rents, &c* iiii]^(s in the 
^^ preamble of fuch letter it be particularly menti- 
*^ oned, that the fame, before figned by his Ma^ 
** jefty, was referred to the lord high Treafurer of 
^^ England, whofe report thereupon, is alfo in the 
\^ faid preamble to be repeated. As for fuch letters 
^^ which were received by me before tb.efe inftni£Hons 
^^ came, the acquainting your lordihip with the fub- 
** ftance of them, and receiving your anfwer there- 
f ' upon, ihall fuffice to guide my proceedings ; but^ 
^' for the future, I defire all letters may be framedf 
<^ fuitable to this inftrudion, and therefore^ if youf 
*^ ]ord(hip pleafe, to begin with this of my lord of 
*' Carlingford, whom I have advifed to addrefs him- 

V felf to you, and have the preamble of the lettci; 
*^ altered according to form : it will doubtlefs be 
** bo h fafjft to me, and beft for his Majefty's fer- 

V vice, in regard that grants of this nature cannot 
*• have too many tefts before they pafs." 
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Part of lord RanelagVs letter to me^ dated March 
23, 1674-5. Numb. IV. 

ff-— << I have enclofed fent your Excellency Mr. Sol* 
**' licitor General's letter, which was figned before 
** the King went to Newmarket, but I thought it 
^^ not convenient to fend it away until I had firft 
•* fhewn it to my lord Treafurer, which I have now 
f < done, and given him an account what your Excel* 
** lency was pleafed to write to me in his favour. 
•• The letter my lord very well approves of, botl| 
f ^ becaufe your Excellency recommends it, and be- 
*^ caufe he hears from all hands how ufeful a fervant 
^< Mr. Solllcitor hath been in the King's ailairs there* 
'^ But hereafter, my lord defires your Excellency, 
f ^ that inftead of recomn^ending a letter, you would 
<< recommend a petition, containing the defire of th« 
<< party in whofe favour you (hall think fit to write ; 
*^ becaufe he doth intend, fo foon as the court re- 
<^ turns from Newmarket, to get an order pafled 4t 
f ^ council, that no requeft ihali be made to the King 
*^ for the difpofal of either money or land in Ireland, 
*< but by way of petition, which, after fliewn his 
«• Majefty, is to be referred to the lord Treafurer, 
^* whofe report, together with the fubftance of th^ 
f * petition, are hereafter to be mentioned in the pre* 
f< amble of what letters his Majefty ihall fign ; 
^ which certainly is the beft, if not the only way to 
f^ fecure us in Ireland, againft the crowd of letters 
^ wbicli ipiiinformationa do commonly procure/* 
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To Sir Henry Capd. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 167;. 

TH E letter I have wrote concerning mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry, you may fhow him together 
with the papers inclofed, if that will not give him 
fctisfaaion, I know not what to fay more, I would 
be glad the matter were thoroughly iifted, whether 
my lord treafurer did declare at the council that I 
had deiired him to procure thefe inftrudions, and 
diat you enquired of fome of the privy counfellors 
who were then prefent, but pray let me know it 
upon good proof? I defire you to take care that you 
believe not parties in the cafe, who perhaps may 
fet me ill with the King's minifters, I (hould be glad 
if fome wha were prefent would write me the words 
in a letter ; 'tis^ poflible mr. Harbord may be in a 
iniftake, and if fo, it were well to be redified. I 
have received both your letters of the loth and 13th 
inftant, and juft as I was about to fign this, I re- 
ceived yours of the 20th wherein you prefs much 
for a copy of my inftruAions. The three unknown ones 
are not of any great moment, tho' there is fomething 
in the preamble to them remarkable ; but were they 
all cypher I would not fend them, being command- 
ed to keep them Iccret : yet if mr. fecretary Coven- 
try will move the king in it, and by a line or two 
bom himfelf let me know it is the King's pleafure, 
(fuch a' fignification, coming from a fecurity, being 
authepltick} I ihall ^moft readily and willingly give a 
copy. I have nothing to add, but to defire you will 
not fail, what circumftances foever affairs may be 
in England, to fhow mr. fecretary Coventry this 
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yny larger letter together with the papers belonging 
Co it. 

Veritas non quarit angulos. 

1 am. Your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin CafUe, April 24, 1675. 

SINCE my coming to town I have perufed my 
inftrudions, and do find the firft of them to be 
verbatim the fame with that mentioned in the paper 
within your laft letter. By this laft pacquet I do hear, 
that when the matter of thefe inftruSions were de- 
bated in council, it was affirmed that they were de- 
fired and wrote for by me, which I muft tell you 
is utterly falfe, for I never did write one fyllable to 
that effed, nor did I know or imagine the leaft of 
them, till my lord Ranelagh on the nth day of 
Auguft laft delivered them to me, and being com- 
manded by his Majefty to keep them private, I have 
<Jone fo ever flnce. Having writ more at large to my 
brother Henry upon thi? fubjed, I defire you will 
allow him fome time to difcourfe this matter with you, 
being certain that when you underftand the bottom, 
you can have no ground to believe that I have dealt 
ill with you, and had yourfelif been in the ftation 
where I am, your proceedings could have been nq 
pther than mine haye been. 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fenrant^ 

ESSEX 
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After I bftd finifl&ed my letter I received youn of 
die 20th of April, together with the enclofed paj^ 
€f my lord chamberlains pretentions to the lapfed 
noiiey. 

As to the affair of his Majefty's letters into this 
covntry, and all paft proceedings relating thereunto^ 
I am confident this prefent letter, with what I have 
wrote to my brother, which he will (how you, will 
fofficiencly fatisfy you what my part hath been 
therein. 



To Mr. Harbord. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caflle, April 24, 1675. 

I Have yours from Chefler, as alfo another from 
London of the 17th inftant. As to what yod men- 
tion concerning the conteff between my lord treafurer 
and mr. fccrctary Coventry, I hope you have rightly 
informed me, for in that particular I have wrote to 
mr. fecretary bimfelf, and alfo at large to my bro* 
ther Henry, and I am fure when the truth is lulown 
mr. fecretary Coventry can have no ground to think 
that I have done him any wrong. I m\x& obferve to 
you that the firfl letter for difpofal of any moniey 
Kere underwritten by my lord treafurer, was procured 
Vy yourfelf, and for fiye hundred pounds towards the' 
Building of Dublin CafUe. There hath alfo come 
another for the payment of one hundred pounds pir 
jfi^OT to fir Arthur I^orbefe during his ffay ii^ the 
North : thefe two letters I have given orders upoh^ 
and not on any other, to the befl of my knowledge, 
which had not the fignet. For what you fay in the 
latter end of your letter concerning EfTex-houfe, I 
am ftill of opinion, that had not the matter been 

bunglc4 
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bungled, it would not have made half the noife it . 
hath done, being only a grace and bounty of bis 
Majefty's, and I cannot fee why miy man ihouM 
think it amifs, that the King (hould give me fuch 
a gift. My lord duke of Ormond has received above 
300000 L in this kingdom, befides all his great places 
and employments, and I am fure the lofles in hh 
private eftate have not been equal to thofe I have 
fuffered, and yet he is fo happy as no exception is 
taken to it, but I am confident 'tis all idle talk, an4 
as I have already faid, occafioned in a great meafure 
by perplexing the affairs at firft. I hear that toj 
lord of Sunderland has a promiie to fucceed me 1^ 
foon a3 I am recalled, and that procured by ^ 
dutchefs of Monmouth. I am very defirous to knov 
how matters in parliament proceed, pray thereibrf 
be pundual in giving tn^. an account of them. 

I remain. 

Your moft affectionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

I have received your letter of the 20th, but 'tis 
fo newly uncyphered as I can return you no zur 
fwer till the next. 



To the Lord Conway. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675. 

I Hope this letter will find you fafe at London, 
where I believe there is bufinefs enough fiirring 
in parliament. Pray God fend things end in a happy 
compofure among them. I received an account by 
the laft poft| that at a debate in council between 
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mr. Treafurer and mr. fecretary Coventry, concern^ 
ing my private inftruAions, (which as I am told was 
fomething warm) my lord Treafurer fhould acquaint 
the board that I had deiired thofe inftrufKuns, and 
often wrote for them. I am not over apt to believe 
reports as they firft come to me, and indeed I fhould 
very much wonder if fo worthy a man as my lord 
Treafurer fhould aflert this ; for however reafonable 
or ufeful to the King's fervice all or any of thefe in- 
fkudions may be, is not the point, but whether 
I were the firfl mover or introducer of them^ which 
your lordfhip I am confident fufliciently knows I wat 
not, for I am fure I never had notice of them till 
they were put in my hand in your prefence. Had 
my lord Treafurer faid that after the receipt of them, 
I told him they would be of advantage to his Ma- 
jefly's affairs by preventing divers irregular grants^ 
which otherwife could not be refifted, it had been 
no more than what I do acknowledge : I wrote in a 
letter to him on the 22d of Auguft, being eleven 
days after thefe inflrudions came to me, but the 
thing which I find ill taken by the Secretary is, that 
I fhould propofe an alteration of that coufe which had 
been a long time pra3ifed in this kingdom, and that 
without acquainting them with it, efpecially in a 
matter relating to their office. 

Your lordfhip will therefore do me a very friendly 
part, by enquiring and letting me know how far my 
name was made ufe of in this difpute. I confefs I have 
ever thought the letters which came hither did not 
pafs fuch due examination as were neceflary, before 
they were offered to his Majefly*s fignature ; but I 
have perufed all my letters to my lord Treafurer 
precedent to this Inftruftion, and tho' it be difficult 
polTitively to affirm a negative, yet truely I cannot 

find 
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£nd any that mention or defire any new inftruflions 
to be framed. It has been my method to proceed open- 
ly and plainly in all my airings, and to pay to all 
his Majefty^s minifters the refped due to their places, 
which I conceive is no more than being juft to them ; 
however there lies a fuperior duty upon me, which 
is ftridly to obey his Majefty*s commands, and that 
I have ever obferved, tho' it may cla(h with theirs : 
and after all there are ofBces of friendfhip and kind- 
nefsy which every man is free to do to thofe from 
whom he has received obligations, or has himfelf an 
inclination to fhew them, and herein as I have not 
been wanting towards my lord Treafurer, according 
to thofe mean opportunities which the circumftances 
of affairs here afforded me, fo (hall I continue the 
like for the future, hoping that what I have heard 
may be mifreprefented. My profeffion hath been al- 
ways that of a plain dealing man, and unlefs the 
like meafures are ufed towards me, it will be dif- 
ficult to be at eafe with his Mlajeffy's minifters, and 
indeed impoflible for me to go through with the em- 
ployment I undertake, with any comfort or fatisfac- 
tion ; wherefore I have nothing to add further, but 
to tell your lordfliip I have that affurance of your 
friendfhip, as I am confident you will deal candidly 
with me in this particular, and that I may hear from 
you fo foon as conveniently you can. 

I remain, with perfeft truth. 
Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 



Tq 
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To Sir Gilbert Talbot. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 24^ 16754 

I Have received two of yours, one trom Litchfield^ 
and the other from London ; the parliament be- 
ing now met, I fuppofe you are all bufy enough 
there, I pray God it may prove a happy feffions j 
and if it be ihorc one, I hope we may yet fee you 
again here before bowling time be out, where you 
ihaU ever be moft welcome to. 

Your moft affedionate humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Arthur Forbcfe, 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675. 

BEing abroad a hunting, I mifled of receiving your 
firft letter of the 17th inftant, 'till it Was fo 
late as I could not return you an anfwer by that 
pacquet, which was occafioned by the failure of a 
meflenger fent on purpofe to me. I ihall be very 
glad to have your company here fo foon as you 
pleafe j your fecond letter came to me yefterday, tho' 
dated the 12th, concerning one of the herald's at- 
tending at the earl of Donegall's funeral, I cannot 
imagine why that muft be fixed juft on the 29th of 
May, for if it be either three days earlier or three 
days later, he may be there. That day we keep witir 
jxioft folemnity of any, it being his Majefty's birth 
and reftoration, therefore I do not know how wc 
may fpare him. 

Letters out of England, tell us of the meeting 
mt the parliament -, they feem to be in no very good 

humour^ 
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hutnour ; the enclofiid wbich comes froin one of your 
Acquaintance, will give you an account of the par-^ 
ticulars j as for news I herewith fend yoU all that 
came in by the laft pacquet. I have nothing further to 
add^ but reihaih 

Your moft faithful humble fervantj 

■ ESSEX. 



To the Lord Rahelaghi 

My Lord, Dublin Cattle, April 24, 1675. 

IHave yours iof the 13th inftant, which inform^ 
me that Ellex-houfe is like to be kept by doAot 
Barebone, I am not one that loves to ftruggle too 
Vehemently for things of this nature, but if it could be 
had with convenience, I like the feat better than any 
other : the conteft feems to be between the King's 
prerogative and this perfon ^ and that in a point which 
1 never heatd queftioned before now 5 if Barebond 
do carry it, I fhall referve his Majefty's intended fa* 
Vour for fome other opportunity of the like nature. 

Sir Edward Scott^s clamour is doubtlefs moft un- 
jreafonable, for if men will procure letters put of 
England that are iilegal^ they muft npt expeA that I^ 
who am fworn to do right to all the King's people, 
fliould purfue them in the terms they are penned, but 
rather the procurers of fuch orders ought to be pu-* 
mflied, than' the lieutenant here blamed for doing 
that which is his duty. To ckar this I have fent 
yoii the matter trucly ftated, with the copy of my 
order, which when your lordihip has perufed, I am 
confident yoii will not be nice in telling fir Edward 
Scott his own ; however I give your lordfliip many 
tliahks for ybuif advertifement, and as any tbitigsof 

M thcfc 
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theie natures come to your ears to let me know then 
will be a moft friendly part, and that which w3l 
much oblige. 

Your lordfliip^s 

moft faithful humble fenrant, . 
ESSEX/ 

Sute of Sir Edward Scott's Cafe* 

HI S Majefty was pteafed by bis order in coun^ 
cil dated the 20th of September 1672, to di- 
TcA that the rents and profits of certain lands in 
the county of Tipperary, form^ly fet out to Dick 
and Cunningham, and then in controverfy between'^ 
Edward Scott and colonel Vernont ihould be (t- 
queftered to bis Majefly's ufe, and that they ihouU 
be received and kept apart in the hands of the King's 
lemembrancer of the Exchequer: notwithftanding hi^ 
order one Jeremy Donovan, an attorney of the ex- 
chequer, by authority from fir Edward Scott, as he 
pretends, received and fecured by bond, a confider"* 
able part of the rents of the premifies due after the 
date of the {aid order, and fome part of the rents of 
the faid lands were purfuant to the firft order brought 
into the exchequer. His Majefty by his letters pa- 
tents of the 15th of December 167 j, grants the faid 
lands to colonel Vernon and his heirs, together with 
all rents and arrears of rent, and mefne profits what- 
soever, due or payable for or in refped of the afore- 
J*aid land, &c. fince the pafiing of the a^ of Settle- 
ment, &c. except fuch rents and mefne profits of the 
faid lands as were received by fir Edward S^ott by 
virtue of his cujlodiamy 2^ni fuch rents as are remain- 
ing in the hands of the remembrancer of the ex- 
chequer, by virtue of his Majefty's order in coun- 
cil. Qf the 20th of Sejjtember 1672, and fuch rents 

or 
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or profits of the premifles which remained in the 
hands of the tenants, and gk^w due during the faid 
4:uftodiam,\ which rents and profits fo excepted, his 
ftiajefty debhres Ihould be for the benefit of fir Ed- 
ward Scottk His Majefty fc^ his letters of the 28th 
of January 1672,. dircfts his excellency the lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland to give all necefiary orders to the 
barons of the exchequer, that fir Edward Scott may 
not onty enjoy ' without account all the rents and 
profits of the faid lands which he had in cufiodiam^ 
and which he had received at any time before the 
date of an order of council of the 5th of December 

1673, by which order the faid lands were direded to 
■be palTed m patent to colonel Vernon ) but alfo that 
lie might receive and enjoy the rents and profits of 

.the lands mentioned in his cuftodiam^ which were 
.paid into the hands of the ; remembrancer of the ex- 
chequer» by virtue of the order of council of the 20th 
of September 1672, or \riiich were remaining in ar- 
rear in the hands of the.'poffeilbrs ofthelfaid lands 
, from the commieocement 6f the iaid cujhdiam at the 
, feaft of St. Michael 1670^ until the 5th of Decem- 
ber 1673, &c. 

Hereupon bis excellency the lord lieutenant, by 
his order of the 22d of February 1674, reqofireth the 
' court of exchequer to confider of thofe his Majefty's 
letters, a copy whereof was annexed to the faid or- 
der, and to caufe fuch necelTary orders to be. ifiued 
for fir Edward Scott's receiving the rents therein men- 
. tioned, as by the faid letters are properly belonging 
. to him, and which by virtue of his ri^^^/i^in. he ought 
juftly to receive and enjoy. The reafons of inferting 
which provifoe might be, that his Majefty feemeth 
. to be furprized in his letter of the 28th of January 

1674, by which he direds that fir Edward Scott 

M 2 ihould 
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ihould enjoy (ufAi rents of the faid landsy which he 
had at any time received before the date of an order 
of council of the 5th of December 1673, not be- 
ing truly informed that Donovan by fir Edward Scott's 
diredion, as is pretended, had before the faid 5th of 
December 1673, contrary to his Majefty*s order of 
council of the 20th of September 1672, received or 
fecured by bond a confiderable part of thofe rents, 
which by the faid order were to be brought into the 
exchequer. 

The King's council were informed that neither 
of the year's value, nor cuftodiam rent due to the 
King from the faid lands were paid, with which his 
Majefty doth well appear by his letters to be acquaint* 
cd by fir Edward Scott, who without procuring any 
difcharge for what was due to his Majefty from the 
faid lands, would take the money out of the exche- 
quer, which by his Alajefty's council was prayed 
might remain there towards his Majefty's (atisftdion ; 
befides colonel Vernon by virtue of his letters pa- 
tents, which are a legal title, demanded the faid rents, 
they being included in the general words of his grant, 
and not in the exceptions as was alledged for him : 
They not having been received by fir JCdward 
Scott by virtue of his cuftodiam^ which colonel Ver- 
non's counfel took to be abfolutely difTolved by the 
order of council of the 20th of September 1672, 
dire^ng the rents to be brought into the exchequer 
for his Majefty's ufe. Nor did part of thefe rents 
remain in the remembrancer's hands, having been re- 
ceived and retained by Donovan as aforefaid, con- 
trary to his Majefty's exprefs order, nor did the rents 
then remaining in the tenant's hands at the paffing 
of colonel Vernon's patent, grow due during fir Ed- 
ward Scott's cuftodiam which was alledged to be dif- 

folved 
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fblved by the order of the 20th of September 16729 
they having accrued iince the date of the faid order. 



To Sir Henry Capel. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 27, 1675. 

I Wrote fo fully in my laft concerning the matter 
of my inftrudions, as I need add little more, but 
becaufe my letters are fomewhat voluminous, and 
not in a few hours time to be thoroughly infped- 
ed, I have taken one whole day to examine them 
ftriAly, and have looked back as far as the iirfl: 
of January 1673-4, and can pofitively affirm that 
neither to my lord Treafurer, to my lord Conway, 
or to my lord Ranelagh, did I ever write 
one fyllable to defire any inftruAions whatfoever, 
much lefs thefe in particular : the only claufe that 
can any way be ftretched to hint at fomething of 
this nature, is in a letter of mine to my lord Con- 
way dated the 26th of May 1674; the truth is at that 
time I had great difficulty to keep fair with both my 
lord Treafurer and my lord of Arlington ; and my 
lord Treafurer did then take unkindly from me the 
not communicating matters more freely to him, 
whereupon I wrote the claufe N^'. I. wherein you 
will find that I then, as ftill I do, made his Ma« 
jefty*8 commands the guide of my adings, and that 
I was fo far from diverting the bufinefs from the 
proper officer, that I ftill advifed the entire keeping 
it in its due channel, nor is there one fyllable of 
new inftru6tions, or fo much as the word inftruc- 
tions in the whole letter : fome expreffions. there have 
alfo been in another letter of mine to my lord Con- 
way, complaining of the too eafy getting of letters 
M 3 in 
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in England ; it was upon occafion of a letter of fir 
Maurice Euftace procured by mr. Bridgeman*9 means* 
You may well remember the matter^ and liow un- 
worthily I was ufed by mr. Bridgeman in it ; fir 
Maurice Euftace had at that time fpoke very ill of 
me in London, and had drawn up fevcral heads of 
complaints againft me in relation to the government 
here, copies whereof I have by me, and put them in 
coloi^el Talbot's hands to {how them to his Majefty, 
which colonel Talbot accordingly did, and preft the 
King that there might be proofs of them, but the 
King was gri^cioufly pleafcid tp anfwer colonel Tal- 
bot, that the matters were both in themfelves very 
inconfidef able, and Ukewife 'that he ix<i believe none 
of them to be true. 

Sir Maurice Euftace ha^ alfo at that time his emif- 
farie» in Dublin, to brag that he would be too hard 
for my lord lieutenant^ and thefq fpoke many inde- 
cent things of me, fo as if be carried this, my 
credit had been utterly lofl, and I had been trampled 
upon by every body 5 how much therefore it concern- 
ed me ta engage fame powerful people in my fup- 
port, any reafonable man mayjiidge, and this occa- 
fioned my letter (a copy whereof is N®. II.) to my 
lord Conway. I have Hkewife added fome other 
Qxpreflions in my letters to my lord Ranelagh con- 
cerning grants, tho' nbt at all fignificant to the pre- 
sent purpofe, if the grounds of them be confidered. 
That you may fee all I have wrote that can any ways 
be wrefted towards this matter, you will find them 
in N<*. III. and I defire you to (how them all to fe- 
cretary Coventry. After all this 1 conclude I need 
fay no more in relation to thofe inftru£lion9, ami 
mr. fecretary Coventry ; indeed cannot be blamed 
in believing I might have ^onebim (bme wroo^^ 

when 
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when fo notorioufly it was affirmed before his Ma* 
jefty himfelf ; but I cannot think you have altoge- 
ther dealt fo kindly with me, who fhould know 
me better than to imagine any indipednefs in my 
proceedings* I did never till now fufped you of 
popifh principles, for I perceive by all your late 
letters, that you firft conclude yourfelf direSed by an 
infallible guide, and then from thence argue all the 
reft of the world to be hereticks, and that you can- 
not communicate with them; if this be not fo, what 
mean your feveral expreflious to fay that you are 
fure you are in the right ? and in your laft letter you 
^ak of principles agreed on, and that you defire 
to leave me, and preferve yourfelf in the good efieem 
of honeft men, &c. . whereas it is impoffible for you 
to know all the circumftances relating to this govern- 
ment, and the private orders and diredions I have 
from my mafter, and confequently cannot judge of 
the plainnefs and eyennefs I have conftantly ufed in 
my proceedings in matters of law or right between 
man and man. What letters foeyer I receive from 
his Majefty, I cannot nor will obey them if difagree- 
able to the known laws of the land, but in things 
indifferent, or the difpofing of this bufinefs into this 
or the other hand, for inftance, if his Majefty ihould 
command me to hold all my correfpondence for mat* 
ters of the army with a foot-man, or the meaneft 
fervant he has, I would be pandual in the performance 
thereof, but for my own part I never did or will 
advife the putting things out of their dge courfe, 
well knowing how much better it is for a prince 
to change his fervants if he find them unfit for their 
places, than by altering the approved and fettled me- 
thods for the difpatch of his bufinefs, to confound 
the whole courfe of his affairs, and unhinge even the 
M >^ government 
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government itfelf ; but I hope thefe late inftrudions, 
and all that hath been done upon them, when the 
truth comes to light, will be more to my advantage 
than any thing that hath ever happened. I do wifli 
yourfelf to take warning by this particular, and iioC 
to be over hafty in judging what I dQ, who have 
never ftirred one inch from the rules I firft laid down, 
to myfelf. Chriftian charity obliges all men to fpeak 
well of the dead, and prudence in politicks ought 
doubtlefs to engage all his Majefty's minifters at 
home to make favourable conftrudions of the a6&»is 
of thofe who are employed in foreign fenricey and 
to delay the giving their judgment of any thing^they 
fee or hear till they know the bottOQi. I hope 
mr. Harbord*s over bufy humour will do me ho 
prejudice ; I defire you will be cautious of it, and 
hold him to a plain and direct courfe ; in bis late 
letter he hath fully opened himfelf concerning the 
matter of EiTex-houfe, viz. that becaufe it did not 
come through his means, the having of it would be 
inconvenient to me. I tell you, true it was, that I ever 
fufpe&ed him to be in the foundation of thofe ob- 
ftrudlions which were giyen to it, and I have of ^ 
good while obferved that mr. Harbord has fo mucb 
aimed at the governing all with me, and the be- 
ing matter has made me refufe many things, though 
indifferent in themfelves, only becaufe he propofed 
them, and this I fhall continue to do fo long as I 
find him obftinate in his way, for of all things in 
the world I cannot bear it in a fervant to make him- 
felf maftcr. I have nothing further to add, but re- 
main. 

Your moft affcftionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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Part of the Lord Lieutenants letter to lord Combaj^ 
dated May 26, 1674. Numb, I, 

\ ** I confefs, for my own part, I have ever been 
^^ of opinion, that his Majefty's affairs receive much 
^^ prejudice by not fuffering them conftantly to run 
^ in their due channels ; that is to fay, matters of 
" the revenue perpetuaJly to run through my lord 
^* Treafurer's hands j queftions of gifts and grants 
<^ through my lord Keeper's ; affairs of ftate and go- 
•* vernment through the Secretary's. And of this 
^f my opinion I have four or five months ago given 
** his Majefty a hint in one of my letters, but hav- 
f^ ing never received any dire^ons to communicate 
^^ his Majefty's buiinefs to any other than my lord of 
f^ Arlington, I have conflantly (as a good fervant 
^^ ought to do) kept the courfe, ^c. 

And I do intend for the future, upon the grounds 
of this his Majefly's private letter, which direds me 
to make my return to my lord Treafurer, to com- 
municate all things relating to the revenue by that 
hand, unlefs I fee occafion for me to write to his 
Majefly hipifelf. 

Part of wf Utter to my lord Conway^ dated June 
the Stbj 1674** Numb. II. 

<5 The letter which came lafl concerning thefe 
^* mills, is an eminent inftance how things of this 
f* (brt are pafled there, it being the ufual practice 
^^ among them to give the drawing of the letter to 
f* the party concerned, fo as he puts in what himfelf 
t^ pkafeth* I am fare this method gives me much 

• « troublf 
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To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 27, 167;, 

YOURS of the 20th I have received, and with 
it fome papers enclofed, relating to a concern 
of my lord Chamberlain's in the lapfed money, I 
have not known any fund in Ireland but has ever 
been overcharged with payments, and if this be not^ 
'tis very good fortune to tbofe who have claims to 
parts of it. However, looking back into this mat- 
ter, I perceive by his Majefty's late letter, that he 
has referved to himfelf the giving preference of pay- 
ment to any who have grants on this fund ; for the 
words are, *^ And the monies, fo aflefied and levied, 
«« you are to caufe to be ifTued and paid, in fuch 
^^ manner as We (hall think fit to dired, to the per- 
*• fons to whom We have granted the fame.'' Tho* 
the letter was counterfigned by yourfelf, yet for your 
better information, I have fent you a true copy of 
the latter end thereof. I am not at all interefted for 
Sir Jol>n Davies, or Major Bolton (the latter of 
whom I never faw) further than apprehending their 
pretenfions to be juft, to fend them over to you ; 
bpt for my lord chamberlain, I have a particular 
refpe£l, and fliall ever be ready to ferve him in any 
concern of his ; wherefore I cannot agree with his 
lordibip in what he fays in his letter to you, that 'tis 
difficult to find out by what merit or heraldry any 
lord of Orrery (hould pretend to a preference before 
himfelf and the other fecretaries : but m this cafe, the 
King's pleafure is doubtlefs a law ; and therefore I 
conceive it were beft my lord Chamberlain, and thofe 
others concerned with him, had a letter to take place 
immediately after my lord of Orrery's fatisfa&ion. 

And 
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And when I am armed with fuch an order, his lord- 
(hip may reft fecure (if I continue in the gorcrn*- 
ment) he (hall have right done him. I am Very glad 
his Majefty will himfelf adjuft this affair, concern- 
ing letters to be fent into this kingd6m. 'Tls a 
difficult talk I have in hand ; for if I dlfobey or- 
ders (I mean fuch wherein there is no illegality) 
his Majefty hasjuft caufe to caft me off; and, if I 
obey them, fome of his minifters take it ill -from me^ 
that they may have not the refpeds due to then" pla- 
ces. And at laft, when things come to be eramined, 
I being abfent, the whole blaine of all irregularitiei 
IS caft upon me, as if I defired and procured ihftmc- 
tions without comtaiunicattng any thing to the proper 
minifter ; whereas, indeed, I never wrote one fyllt- 
ble to that effed; And I have ftri^y peniiedall mjr 
letters, either to my lordTreafurer, lord Cbnway^ 
or lord Randagh, from the firft of January 11573-4, 
till the iith of Augufl^ 1674, which was the day I 
received thefe private inftruAions s'and'do'hdtfirid 
one word tending towards the propofingany n^ in« 
ftrudions in general, much lefi thefe in partttfular ; 
suid therefore- 1 hope, iJF ''ahy* thing hath 4ieen Taid, 
as if I had been the author or contriver of them, you 
will be pleafed, in fuch manner as you think fit, to 
clear me of it. And as truth needs no fubterfuges, 
but when it xomes to the light is always of advan- 
tage to thoTe that guide themfelves by it ; fo I doubt 
not but you will hereafter, feeing the wrong which 
has been done me in the tranfadion of this affair, 
take fuch meafures of me and my proceedings, as for 
the future never to have any unkind imaginations of 
me. I do with fome impatience long to hear the re- 
ceipt of my laft letters, and that my brother hath 
cpmmunicated to you what I then wi:pte to him. 

The 
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them ; but as for nevir inftru&ions, let his MzjtAf 
appoint whom he pleafeth to form them, and I am 
fatisfied ; but yet the more favourable way wouM be 
to let me have the heads of them, that I may oBkt 
my objedions againft them before they be figned. 

As to the compofure between my lord Treafurei* 
and Mr. fecretary Coventry, I am very glad to hear 
that his Majefty^s minifters are like to accord better 
than heretofore ; but yet I muft tell you, that I ought 
to have right done me in the thing, and that the 
privy council fhould not believe I moved for thefe in* 
ftrudions when I did not : for I had rather loie my 
employment, tho* it were ten ^es the value it is, 
than not ferve as a man of honour. You have now 
at length cleared the matter concerning Eflex-libulei 
Viz. that becaufe yourfelf was not employed in the 
affair, you judged it inconvenient for me ta hive it* 
I cannot compare this with any thing better, tkui 
' that which you tell me in the end of your lettef^ 
namely, that in cafe money be afked in the Houie by 
any of the Treafurer*s friends, the oppofite paity^are 
immediately refolved to put in a charge againft tBe 
Treafurer ; fo as in the mean time his Majefty's af^ 
fairs are in a good pofture, fince the two fadljons are 
feparably refolved, that the publick (hall not be fop- 
plied, unlefs it come purely by one of their means^ 
each endeavouring by fome by-way to obftruf): what 
the other doth. And in the like manner will my own 
concerns be, if you hold to thefe methods, not to 
let any thing be done but what yourfelf has a hand 
in, and are the doer thereof ; which I hope you will 
take warning for the future, rather to obferve what I 
"dired, than to oppofe things becaufe you did not ad«- 
Vife them. In relation to the houfe itfelf, though I 
would be glad to be mafter of it^ if it might come 

feirly 
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fairly and handfomely, and like it the beft of any feat 
about the, town ; yet I never defired, or would engage 
any of my friends for snAs of parliament to ferve 
private turns* But if in the common prohibition of 
Hew buildings, the turning of this into tenements be 
obftru^ed, I would not omit the opportunity of going 
on with that purchife i and this you may let any of 
the members of parliament know, either of mine or 
your own acquaintance. In cafe any thing (hould be 
ftirring in parliament, as if I combined with my lord 
Treafurer tQ divert the methods of government in 
this kingdom) that which I have writ at large to my 
brother in one by this packet, and two other letters, 
will fuiEciently infirudt both him and you what to 
anfwcr in it. You need not be nice in telling any pf 
the members the truth, fhould there be occaiion for 
it : for I am apt to believe, if you manage the affair 
rightly in England) the. plain dealing which I have 
fteadily purfued, when it comes to light, will fix me 
firmer both in the favour of his Majvfty, and the 
cfteem of all good mens than ever I could have been, 
bad not this inftance to dcmonflrate it, arrived. 

I have fome few days fince received a letter from 
the duke />f Monmouth concerning young Mr. 
Sarsiield's death, and other particulars relating to that 
cftate. Let the Duke know, that I have only de- 
layed the anfwering his letter, till I have advifed 
with the King's CQuncil here, and that in a little time 
I (ball be able to return him an account which will 
be fatisfa6lory. I am. 

Your moll affedlionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

N To 
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could not but take it extream ill from mjr lord of 
Arlington^ with whom I ever had fo fair a correP 
pondence, to ufe me thus* Yet then t was far 
from endeavouring to put things otrl of their proper' 
channel^ but proceeded openly and plainly. 1 wrote 
# my lord of Arlington upon this fubjeft, and alf<r 
to his Majcfty himfclf, and likewife to my lord Trca* 
furer, all dated June the 8th, 1674 ; and in that lat* 
tcr letter to my lord Trcafurer only faid this, *• I am 
** not one that (hall ever defire to firaighten his 
^< Majefty's bands in beftowing his graces upon any 
*^ perfon, &c. yet I would be glad that ill this par* 
<^ ticular cafe my honour may alfo be ccmfidered* If 
^^ therefore your lord(hip can find any expedient to 
^* accommodate both, you will mightily oblige, tccJ* 
After which came a fignification of his Majefiy^s 
pleafure, that I fhould continue the poflef&on, and 
that Sir Maiurice Euflace fhouM take the price for 
them that they were reafonably worth : but whether 
this fignification were by a former letter counterfigned 
by either of the fecretaries, or by any intimation 
from my lord Trcafurer, or what 6ther way I cannot 
fay, having looked my letters over, but cannot rea- 
dily find it. Copies of the things that are matcriaF 
in this affair, I have herewith endofed j and tho' I 
know you are full of bufinefs this parliament time, 
yet I hope you will allow me half an hour to perufe 
them. One point more I hear is locked upon as coo- 
fiderable in this cafe, which is, from the direaions 
to keep the inftruaions private, when they fliouM 
come : and as to that, I fay, my lord Ranelagh dc^ 
livered it to mc as the King's order, that they fliouW 
be kept fecret ; and I do well remember he gave 

It would render them ufelefs, for every man would i^ 

hi» 
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liis letter get a mn ^bfiauit to tfaem. His lord^ip 
brought wpth him at private letter, written with.bif 
Majefty's cw^ baod, recomaiendiiag him to me, fo ai 
I bad no reafon to h^cyp it other than truth what 
he faid ; if it be falfo^ let hiok aofwer for it. And 
now having removed, all the objeAions that either I 
liave hcsad of or can imagine upon this fubjei^ I ||p 
sflure you, that not onl^ my judgment and reafon tells 
mej but even the coafbnt current of all the letters I 
have wrote into England, do, as much as was fit for 
me, to Jtfge the keeping of his Majcfiy's bufjinefs in 
the pro{^r officers hands ; fpr I am pertain, 'tis bet- 
f ej- for the K^ng tp scha^^ge any ieryant be hatbt (than 
|o coi>foup4 tbe methods 4of difpatching bia affairs : 
and a$ I have «ver bad a moft particular regard and 
^indne6 fbrypur peribiji. So I doubt not bvjt tbf con- 
viction you will bav« by iJite le/tters and papers I have 
ftnt over of my plain i&^\ng^ bptb to ypurielf^ and 
all others hjs Majefty'a giifiii^ers, will for ever conr 
£rm and fettle me la your good opinion : and that 
tbcfe fal& fuggeftions, which have h^tsk alledged to 
#ny prejudice, may turi^ tp {q good a^ ^d^ is the e^« 
pe^ 4efire of, 

ypuf ou^ft faitbfqly 

and mofl bumble ieryant, 

j:ss5X. 

Among the papers enclofed is a letter to my lord 
frf Afjington, which beif^ the only paiTage of un« 
'Idodoeft ever between us^ I hope you will keep to 
j^o^rlislfa ^ haying fince been ll^ry goad friends. 

W ^ Together 
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Together with this letter were tranfmitted to Mr. 
fecretary Coventry, the ftate of the cafe of Kilmsun- 
ham mills. Sir Maurice Euftace's petition, reference| 
and niy report, as alfo copies of two of my letters 
to my lord of Arlington and lord Treafurer*. 



To Mr. Harbord. 

Dublin Caftle, April 99, 1675. 
Mr. Harbord, 

YOURS of the 24th is come to my hands. I 
have faid fo diuchr in my late letters concern- 
ing the .affair of Mr. fecretary Coventry, that there 
is little to be added, only fince, it is affirmed that 
thefe inftruAions were not to be kept private, and 
that thofe concerning the northern forces fiiould be 
kept private. I muft tell you, that when' my lord 
Ranelagh delivered the'inftrudions to me, which was 
the nth day of Auguft, I afked him Whether they 
were to be kept private, or no ? and he told me 
they were, and gave this for a reafon, that if they 
were known, men would get claufes and non obfiantes 
in their letters to fuperfede them. I had no reafon 
to fufpeft the credit of what his lordfhip delivered, 
in regard he was a privy council of this kingdom ; 
but chiefly becaufe he brought a private letter, writ- 
ten with the King's own hand, recommending him 
very niuch to me. As for the other initruAions, re- 
lating to the northern expedition, I received them bV 
the hand of Sir Arthur Forbefe, who told me withal, 
that I was to bold my intelligence concerning the^ 
with my lord Treafurer, and him only, but faid not 
©nc werd of keepiijg them private : and for that 

pointy 
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point, of holding my correfppndcnce with my lord 
Treafurer, the Kmg*s command by Sir Arthur Forbefe 
is a fuiEcient authority. I hear alfo, there is much 
noife made, as if I put the affair of grants, &c, out 
^f the common roaol, by applying myfelf ' to my lord 
Treafurer in the cafe of Kilmainham mills. I hav? 
wrote at large to Mr. fecretary Coventry upon that 
/ubjed, and fufficiently cleared the point ; yet have 
jeft Something to yoiir narrative, which yo^ cannot but 
remember. To conclude, if ever I have been, or 
ihall be blemiflied for putti^lg things out of order, 
in relation to this gdvernment, and fuggeftions of 
this nature, offered either, in council or el fe where, I 
do hope and expeO:, that my friends will not let it 
reft till 'I am fatisfied in the thing. My carriage has 
)>een fb plain and clear in an exa& obedience and 
conformity to his Majefty's commands, and paying a 
due refpe6l to all his minifters ifi their feveral fta- 
tions ; as I am fure it would be for my advantage, if 
all my letters and tran&dkions were potted up for all 
mep to fee and cenfure. But I will rather fuffer my- 
felf to be made a pack-horfe than bear other mens 
faqlts. 
* ' ' I remain. 

Your moft affe.dionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

p. S. I have given Mr. fecretary Coventry an ac- 
count that the direAions to keep my inftruflions pri- 
vate, came from my lord Ranelagh, fo as I fuppofe 
that will clear my lord Treafurer of it. I have my 
brothcr*s of the twenty fourth of April. 



N 4 To 
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To Mr. Thbnc. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, AprU «9» i^fr 

HAVING coAftantly wrote to mr. fiecittarf 
Coventry by the late pacqueti, I hate no-, 
thing to tell you, but to acknowledge the receipt 
of feveral of the letters of the I3tfa, 17th, aatt 
«4th of April, which have all come ftfc to my 
hands. 

I femain. 

Your moft affe^oiiate fervnt, 

ESSEX. 



To the lord Afton. 

My Lord^ Dublin Caftlc, May i, 1675, 

IT is feme time fince that I received your lor^- 
fliip's letter of the 22d of March ; often the 
crowd of bufinefs, and at other times, my lord of 
Carlingford being out of town, who beft knew bow. 
to dire£^ the anfwer, has hindered me thus long 
from making you a return, for which I defire your 
pardon. I am forry that the ill will of ibme of 
your lordftiip's neighbours is fo great as to nece^tate 
you to quit the kingdom, the oiFer you make me 
of the purchafe of Standon, I give you thanks for, 
but truly I am not a man who have fo well im- 
proved my time here, as to put myfelf into a con- 
dition of purchafing, tho' I confefs if I were, this 
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lying fo near one of my own hoi^fes, I (houl4 de* 
fire it rather than any other j it is in fo good s^ 
|iand now, that it troubles me it muft remove. I 
do not readily know ai^y one that can deal for fo 
great a thing, and I beh'eye your lordfhip will be 
forced tp fell It in parcels, the fum being fo con-- 
liderable as few men have enough by them to gp 
through therewith. My lord of Carlingford and I 
often talk of your lordlhip, and have many times wifhej 
you liBre, tW I cannot hope for that good fortune, 
yet do aflfure your lordfhlp, that wherefqever you are, 
you (hall not iind anv body with niore truth and 
realitj yours,' than 

Your lord{hip*s, 

moil faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To Sir Henry Capcl 

Dear Brother, " Dublin Caftle, May i, 1675* 

IHave wrote fo lately and fo fully to yourfelf 
and mr. fecretary Coventry, as I have little to 
fay, only of a paper I received of fome votes of the 
houfe €|f Commons. I find that there is a xlaufe 
which mentions, that on Saturday the 24th of April, 
it was voted that an addf^fs be made to bis Majefty 
to prevent any further anticipation or charge of 
the cuftoms of £iig1ai>d or Ireland, and this I hear 
was grounded on the confideration of the condi- 
tion of the n2(vy. J do a little wonder there 

beipjf 
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being feveral privy counfellors of Ireland in thi 
that none of them (hould better inform th4 
of the condition of this country^ for I perce 
jTcarce any votes pafs in relation to us, 
errors are committed therein by not knov 
laws of the kingdofti, and the cuftoms and [ 
here ; for the particular now iniifted on of the | 
of Ireland, they have ever been applied to 
port of the government and pay of the arn 
not of the ihipping ; but as to the aiiticipd 
this or aiiy other part of the revenue, I ha 
fo utter an enemy to it, as I have refufed the] 
letters, and made reprefentations into England 
ihem, and if fuch papers were neceflary I 
fend over copies unto you. 

Yourfelf and mrl Ha'rbord have a very 
to play in relation to me, that is to fay, to; 
ihu£9ihgs and difguifes, and to let my a<Eting^ 
naked and open, which I am certain mud jufti] 
\therefore I define you will both of you en\ 
to make his Majefty fenfiblc that I am pun 
obeying his commands in all legal things;, anl 
any happen to flip which are otherw tfe, ori 
vcnient to his fcrvice, I dp conftantly makel 
upon them to fuch perfons as himfelf direfl^ 
and that no frowns of any of his mihiftcrshol 
foever, (hall ever divert me from this cburfe, zi{ 
io» all his minifters as Treafurers, Sccretiri^ 
you may affure .them that I do imdi will con 
keep the bufmcfs of this kingdo'ni, as far as 
Jyes to its proper officers, uniefs 1)is Majefty] 
iiiands the contrary, in which Cafe it Is my 
obey him. I have nothing further to add, bu 
mr. Harbord and yourfelf will continue your 
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me, and to recommend to you the managing of it 
with the greateft plainnefs imaginable, ' • 

I remain. 

Your moft afFe<3ionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

The paper enclofed being part of a letter from my 
lord of Arlington to nie, I defire you to deliver tQ 
inr. fecretary Coventry j it belongs to fome other 
papers which I fent him the 29th of April, here- 
with you will alfo reccivje twp bills for five hundre4 
pounds. 

To Mr»Harbord« 

Mr. Hart>or<|, • Dublin Caftle, May 4, 1675. 

I Do Very nnich long to hear of the receipt of my 
late letters concerning the inftru£lions which were 
brought me by my lordRaneiagh. I hope a poft or 
two will bring me an account of them. I would have 
you to acquaint his Majefty that the books of the 
difpofition' of lapd^ here by the court of claims are 
now :coQipleated, 'and wilL be ready to be fent with- 
in a fortnight. I conceive whilft the parliament fits 
there wiir be little lei furt to look into things of this 
.fort, but fp fooQ as I hear of a recefs I.ihallfend a 
perfon over with them, . together with a memprial 
that may lead to the ufe of thefe books themfelves ; 
as alfo fome propofals relating to the method of the 
difpofingof the lands which ihall be recovered, &c. 
I remain, Your moft afFedlionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

Tq 
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. To the Earl of Shaftlbttiy. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle» May 4, 1675. 

HAving formerly troubled your lordfliip widi z- 
letter of mine in a cafe depending before the 
of peers between my lord Loftus and mr. Bar- 
ret» wherein I received your lordi|iip*8 fiLVoar, that 
it mi^t receive a difpatch, and that niea might nof 
be wearied out with tedious and ei^pei^iye (ifitSy and 
with the long attendance required to tbepi i andhearr 
ing that the caufe is now again brougfit befiore the 
lords in parliament, I could not refufe the define of 
my lord Loftus, to remind your lordfliip of this my 
former letter ; and al(b to acquaint your kwdfliip, Aat 
iince that time, upon a petition of mr» Barrett, an4 
reference to me fiom his Msyefty, I was obliged to . 
examine the whole afiair ; it afked me two whole 
days hearings I took the two chief judges (ny lord 
chief juftice Booth being then tn England) to my 
afliftance, and I mad^e a report thereupon to his Ma* 
jefty, which I have done with all the care arid juftice 
I could ; both parties had copies of this report, (b as 
I fuppofe my lord Loftus's agent will ihew your loidr 
ffaip one of them, and therein I have faid aU that 
occurred to me as the true ftate of the cafe. I fliali 
not in matters of juftice recommend any thing one 
way or other, only give what help I can for informa- 
tion, which having done, I {hall trouble yourlQrd« 
ihip no further, but remain 

Your ]ord(hip*s 

oioft faithful humble feryant^ 

ESSEX, 
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To Sir Henry CapcL 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, May g, 167$^ 

I Have yours of tibc 27th of April, giving me an 
account of fome proceediiigs in parliament. You 
jeem very much joyed that I was not named in that 
|>art of my lordTreafurer's impeachment which related 
to this country* Tho* I think no one would defire to 
be named in the houfe df commons by way of crimi- 
nation, yet I doubt not but this houfe of commons 
are in all refpefts as worthy and juft as any other 
have been, and that fo wife a body as they, will not 
believe a man to be faulty only becaufe fome one ma-^ 
licious perfon fays be is. The particular which was 
hinted to me was to this effed : that I had combined 
with my lord Treafufer to introdoce new methods for 
the difpatch of Jrilh bufinefs. I am fure the late 
letters I have writ, if they are come to your hands, 
are fuftcient to fliew the contrary ; an^ the private 
inftrudions wKich are the things pointed at m my 
lord Treafurer^^ impeachment were procured in Eng- 
land, and fent hither without my knowledge or con- 
currence. I am not afh^med to have all my a<5ling9 
that relate to this government of Ireland, or concern- 
iQg the publick, looked into ; nor do I think I can 
ever receive prejudice, but rather an advantage by 
having, them fcann'd j yet I muft on the other fide 
tell you"^ further, that I find mr. Marbord extrcam 
unreafonable, for he is perpetually infinuating to me, 
as if I fuffcred miich in my reputation in England by 
keeping fair with my lord Ranelagh, The vice-trea- 
furer's place of this kingdom is in his Majefly's gi/r, 
and he has been pleafed to beftow it on this perfon ; 
now that it (hould be attributed to me as a fault, 

that 
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mer rules and directions, tranfinitted to Mr^ fecretary 
t^oventry duplicates of them. 

I am^ Your lordihip's 

moft faithful humble ferVant^ 

ESSEX. 

Btftte of the cafe between his Majeftj and the lord 
Ranelagh. 

By the Ad of ExfJanation^ there are three hundred 
thdufand pounds to be raifed, which ate to be j^id to 
the following ufes, tfix. 

Fifty thoufand pounds to the King. 

Fifty thoufand pounds to the lord Onnoad. 

One hundred thoufand pounds to the 49 officers. 

And the laft one hundred thoufand pounds to b^ 
iflued out for the difcharge of fuch fums of money 
as his Majefty had appointed to be paid out of the 
half year's rent payable by the former zGt^ and what 
had been received and paid upon the faid former a3» 
was to be reckoned as part thereof. 

Out of this laft one hundred thoufand pounds 
there were at the time of the palling the Explanatory 
A£l, forty eight thoufand pounds remaining due to 
the duke of Ormond, which was more than all the 
money that was to come in of this laft 100,000 
pounds, would fufiice to fatisfy, in regard there had 
been about fifty thoufand pounds railed upon this 
former ad, which being reckoned part of this one 
hundred thoufand pounds, there did not remain above 
forty two thoufand pounds to be paid to compleat this 
laft one hundred thoufand pounds. The duke of 
Ormond in 1669, in purfuance of an agreement then 

made 
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made between the King and the faid Duke afligned 

this forty eight thoufand pounds to the King, and 

the King thereupon granted him five thoufand pounds 

a year for four years, with a provifoe to this effefl: ; 

that if at the end of the faid four years the King 

i}iould have received by virtue of the faid Duke's 

aiSgnment to his Majefty, more than twenty thou- 

faAd pounds, then the faid five thoufand pounds per 

annum to be continued to the faid Duke, until he 

fhould receive from the King, as much as the King 

ihould have received by virtue of his aflignment. 

And, if at the end of the faid four years, the King 

Ihoiild not have received twenty thoufand pounds by 

virtue of the faid Duke's affignment, then the King's 

payment of the faid five thoufand pounds a year to 

the faid Duke, to ceafe, until the King fliould have 

received more than the faid twenty thoufand pounds^ 

paid by virtue of the faid afHgnment. 

The duke of Ormond received this five thoufand 
pounds a year for four years, and in the lord Aun- 
gic;r*s ftate of the revenue, whereupon my lord Ra* 
nelagh's propofals. were grounded j this five thoufand 
pounds a year is reckoned upon as payable to the 
duke of Ormond,^ during the whole time of the faid 
lord Ranebgh's contradi. 

But at the end of the faid four years, this pay- 
ment of five thoufand pounds ^^r annum to the duke 
of Ormond ceafed, in regard the King had not then 
received fo much by virtue of the faid duke's af- 
fignnicnt, as the twenty thoufand pounds that the 
faid. duke had received in thofe four years from the 
King. 

The King hath.fince received the greateft part 

of the faid, three hundred th^uf^nd pounds, and the 

laft fum payable to compleat the whole payment 

O thereof. 
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thereof, being about thirty one thoufiuid pounds, ii 
this prefent year applotted upon the whcde king- 
dom, to be paid at Lady-day laft, and Michaelmas 
laft, by even proportions ; which when received, the 
whole three hundred thoufand pounds will be pud ; 
and the duke of Ormond now expeds that his pay- 
ment of five thoufand pounds a year fliall again be- 
gin, and be continued unto him until he fl&all have 
received twenty thoufand pounds more, or thereabouts, 
that the King will receive by virtue of his affign- 
ment, befides the faid twenty thoufand pounds al- 
ready paid. 

The duke of Ormond can at the utmoft expeft to 
receive but five thgufand pounds more for this pre- 
fent year from the King, before my lord Ranelaj^'s 
contraA determines at Chriifanas next, within which 
time the whole refidue of the three hundred thou- 
fand pounds will be due ^and payable to my lord Ra- 
nelagh and partners ; fo that at the end of dieir con- 
trad there will be at the leaft, about feventeen thou- 
fand pounds due from the King to the duke of Or- 
mond, to be paid him by five thoufand pounds a 
year from Chriftmas next, out of the revenue here i 
and the whole money affigned to the King in con- 
fideration of this five thoufand pounds a year, will 
grow due before Chriftmas next. 

So that unlefs my lord Ranelagh and his partners, 
at the end of their contrad, leave as much money in 
the treafury of what was affigned to the King by 
the duke of Ormond, as will fatisfy the duke ci 
Ormond what will be then due to him from the 
King ; there will be a lofs to the King of fo much 
as will remain unpaid to the duke of Ormond, at 
the end of the lord Ranelagh's contra£k. 

To 



ARTliUR, EARL OP ESSEX, ait 

To Mr, Secretary Coventry, 

Sin Dublin Caftlej May 8, 1675; 

YO U wUI» encIoTed with this letter, receive a 
t^^titibn^ anlWer, and replication in an affair 
relating to My lord duke of Ormond) I was indeed 
pfbc6eding to a determination of this matter ; but 
u^n review of fome of my papers^ I found an order 
of council^ dated January 14, 1673-4, wherein are 
thefe words, ** in which time his grace will be 
** able to mAt out and reprefent unto his Majefty 
<« that lAatter •/' which feem to me as if his Ma4> 
jeAy had rederved the hearing of this affair to him-i- 
felf, whereu)KMi I thought it my duty to defift, andi 
for the prefent, that no wrong might be done to 
either in the cafe, I ordered by confent of both par- 
ties, that the two thoufand five hundred pounds, be- 
ing the money now payable at May, (hould remain 
depofited in the hands of the farmers of Cork-houfe 
till the eighteenth of June ne)ct, before which time^ 
I hope his Majefty may plcafe to give a final de- 
termination to this matter ; and now that I am up- 
on the fubjt ft of the year's value, and the payment 
to my lord of Ormond out of it ; the duty of my 
place obliges me to give his Majefty an account of 
a particular within that fund, which may raifc fome 
difpute at the clofe of my lord Ranelagh's contraft, 
and indeed I conceive it were for his Majefty's fer- 
vice, that the thing were determined fomething ear^^ 
lier : the cafe itfelf is ftated at large in one of the 
papers here enclofed, marked IV, it concerns the King 
to the value of feventeen thoufand pounds ^ it were 
ftrange if my lord Ranelagh fhould receive the whok 
fund, out of which originally my lord of Ormond waa 
O a to 
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to be anfwered his money, and the King remain UabFe 
to the payment of Teventeen thoufand pounds therectf 
after the expiration of their patent ; and I am of opi- 
nion that this was not thought of at the clofe of 
the agreement with my lord Ranelagh^ but doubtlefs 
it were very convenient, that the matter before the 
re-applotment were]all colleded, were taken into con- 
fideration, and fome way or other adjuftedr The al- 
moft three years experience I have had in this em- 
ployment, makes me know that any man does un- 
wifely to argue by letters from this fide of the water, 
a point againft one, and that fo dexterous a man, as 
my lord Ranelagh, being on the place ; wher^ore 
having ftated the cafe, I have done that which vnu 
iit for me to do, and leave the remaining part to 
fuch further diredions as his Majefty fliall give there- 
in. Your letter of the firft of May which I ivceived 
laft night, giving me an account that mine of the 
24th of April was come to your hands, was moft 
welcome to me, not doubting but the intrigue of 
the affair I then writ to you about, will be fully dif* 
clofed. 

I am. 

Your moft faithful bumble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Not knowing what method to hold for reprefenting 
things of this nature, it being, as I hear, adifputein 
council, with whom I am to correfpond, I have there- 
fore fent duplicates of the enclofed papers to my lord 
treafurer as well as tranfmitted them to yourfelf. 

In this letter to mr. fecretary Coventry, as alfo ip 
that of the fame date to my lord treafurer, were en- 
clofed 
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cfofed copies of the petition, arifwer and replication, 
order of council, account of monies paid to meriting 
perfons, ftate of the cafe between his Majefty and. 
lord Ranelagh, &c. and likewife of fome claufes in 
lord Ranelagh's, &c, contraft. 



To Mr. Harbprd. : 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1674. 

T Have yours of May ift, wherein you give me a 
-*^ good account of pro$:eedings in England, which 
I defire you will continue to do; your letter gives 
me no occafion of anfwer, fave only one part, which 
I am confident Is a miflaice in you, yet left it 
might concern me, I do now write to you that fub- 
jcft ; the words of your letter are, '* there was a 
"** petition two days fitice at our door againft Eflex, 
^* whofe decrees are much complained of, but I be- 
** lieve it*s fuppreft.*' I cannot imagine how this can 
relate to myfelf, in regard of the word decrees, but 
rather fuppofe it may concern the lord keeper of Eng- 
land, or my lord chancellor here ; however I have been 
confidering with myfelf what there is done by me, 
which may bear the nature either of judgments or 
decrees, and who thofe are which may think them- 
felves aggrieved, or have any colour (for folid ground, 
I am confident, they can have none) of complaints 
againft me ; the orders of councils may be efteemed 
decrees, but I know not of any to be of difguft, ex- 
cept thofe concerning this city, at my firft coming 
ovjer, which did indeed diftate the feditious party 
there, but for thefe, if we are heard, I am fure I can 
fiilly juftify them, for things done by myfelf there 
O 3 are 
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are noae that reUte to mium and tytm^ btit tb^ 
debts due from the army, and for thofe they are I am 
certain, as carefully managed as can be in the woiid. 
Of many hundred of petitions, I may fay a tlioufandt 
I am confident there are not ten in the wbde, but 
have been agreed by confent of both parties, and or- 
dered accordingly : two cafes there are iodeed of this 
nature, wherein the creditors feem diflatisfied. 

I. The one is between one Qabj (who by the 
way I hear is gone into England) and one Tliompibn, 
a ferjeant of the royal regiment : the truth of the 
ftory is thus, Thompfon owed Cais fifteen pounds, 
for which Cafs petitioned,* and upon the reference^ 
mr. Holroyd calling the parties according to cuftom 
before him, tho' he found Cafs very peeviih, ye| 
agreed the matter by confent, that Thompfon ihoidd 
pay the fifteen pounds at two gales, as the report 
mentions afterward ; this Cafs going home to hii 
wife, who had fome peevifh cjuarrel with Thompfon, 
ihe ezafperated her hufband to infift upon the having 
the benefit of the law, and indeed did n»t vglue the 
debt fo much as to arreft this Thompfon, to put af- 
fronts upon him, and that only in fpight ; fp as this 
Cafs came the next morning to the fecretary's office, 
and finding mr. Holroyd there, flung down his petition 
and report, and told him that he would have the 
benefit of the law, and that he cared not a f — * for 
them all, and that a privy counfellor would do his 
bufinefs for him, this mr. Holroyd, who is now i(i 
London, can fwear to, if occafion requires it, this 
report being brought to me, and an account of thefc 
particulars, I faid that I would not have men jeft 
with me, and give confent, and afterwards fly off 
as they pleafed, and affront thofe whom I employed, 

and 
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aad thereupon dire£led an order anfwerabie to the re- 
port. 

The other is between one Knight, a foldier in tho 
earl of Arran*s company, and one Baker, a townfmaa 
of Dublin^ the latter of which petitioned to have 
the benefit of the law againft Knight, for two hun- 
dred pounds which he owed him, the petition being 
referred to mr. Holroyd, there appeared an old agree- 
ment for the payment of the two hundred pounds 
at feveral gales, and the reporter did certify, that 
he thought it reafonable that Baker Ihould be held 
to this agreement, and that the other was content to 
pay at thofe times, and an order was drawn accord* 
ingly purfuant to the report. I well remember when 
this was brought to me, I looked upon two hundred 
pounds to be a great fum, and conceived it unrea- 
fonable for me to order any agreement of fo con- 
fiderable a value, to be valid, if it were not fo m 
law, ufually the cafe of foldiers debts were within 
that narrow compafs, as I could direSt payment out 
of their perfpnal pay, and by that keep the creditors $ 
but this was fuch a fum as Knight^s pay would never 
anfwer, and befides I looked upon the agreement as 
a little extravagant in giving fix years time for pay- 
ment, I therefore refttfed figning the order, and com- 
manded mr. Beecher to carry it to my lord chief 
juftice to perufe and confider well of it ; who did fo, 
and returned it with fome words of amendment, 
written with my lord chief juftice's own hand, which 
being thus brought back, I figned it. 

And now I have done this long letter, I am confi- 
dent it is to no purpofe, but that you have only mif- 
taken the figure of your cypher 38 for 83, if fo, 
pray take a little care of your figures for the time 
O 4 to 



ai6 LETTERS OF 

to come, otherwife you may run me into a multi- 
tude of errors. I cannot imagine that barely the be- 
ing in employment, fhould in this age be efteemed 
a crime, if fo, all government muft ceafe, and for 
my own particular, I (hall only defire, if any matter 
be ftarted againft me, I may have a little time tp ex- 
amine my papers, and I (hall juftify myfelf; however, 
let all men refled, that this my employment is very 
great, and fo numerous are the papers I muft fet my 
hand to, as it is impoffible for me to perufe them 
all, tho' I did nothing but read day and night ; let 
any man, who is but a juftice of peace, ferioufly con-^ 
fider whether he does not every year commit many 
faults in relation to his office ; if he ads not at all, 
he breaks his oath, and if he does ad, the laws are 
fo various which guide him, as 'tis impoffible for any 
man in that employment to be fpotlefs ; neverthele^ 
this I am fure I can fay, that no man throughout 
the whole kingdom can juftly accufe me of any no- 
torious opprefTion or injuftice of any kind, or that 
I have done any irregular thing for profit to myfelf, 
or favour to a friend, and upon thefe grounds I flecp 
quiet, and am very much at eafe, 

I remain. 

Your moft afFeftionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



Tp 
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To the Lord Aungicr. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1675. 

I Have yours of the 27th of April, and give your 
lordihip thanks for the intelligence therein. Me- 
thinks you begin pretty warmly in the houfe of com- 
mons, but I hope all will conclude well for his Ma- 
jefty^s fervice. My other letters take me up fo much 
time, as I have no leifure to fay any more, but re- 
main. 

Your lordfhip's 
moft faithful and affedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Treafiirer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May ir, 1675. 

THIS laft packet brought me the welcome news 
of the votes pafTed in the houfe of commons 
relating to your lordihip, and tho' I have ever hoped, 
that nothing of moment could be ever fixed upon 
you to your difadvantage, yet knowing how bufy fac- 
tion, and the animoiities of men, always are againft 
thofe who poiTefs great places ; I could not, without 
fomc anxiety attend the fuccefs. I affiire myfelf, my 
congratulation will not come unfeafonably, tho' later 
than others, it being difpatchcd as foon as the di- 
^ance of place will admit, and is as real as any who 
pretended theirs earlier, and as your lordihip will be- 
J^eyp me to be one who wilheth you may long enjoy 

the 
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the employment you hold with honour to yoorfell^ 
and advantage to his Majefty*! lervice. 

I am, 

Ywr lordlhip*! nioft fiuthful 

and moft humble fervantp 

ESSEX. 



To the LordCbaway. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May ii, 1675. 

IB A V £ two of your lordOiip's, the lattef dated 
the 4th inftant ; as to what relates to the dtfcourfe 
at the council table, it was wrote not only to myfelf, 
but to three other perfons of confiderable quality, and 
all that fame which I recited in my former letter to 
yourlordfliip ; yet however, if five hundred men (hould 
fay it, and my lord Treafurer himfelf deny it» . I 
fliall not at all believe the thing. 

I am glad to find the matters tend fo much td^ an 
union in parliament, and I hope* they will rife in geod 
temper. I cannot prefume to judge of things there, 
efpccially my whole mind having been for thefe three 
years only turned to the affairs of this kingdom, but 
to my apprehenfion, if the parliament do comply Co 
far as to give the leafl fum of money that can be, 
the reputation of his Majefly and the parliament be- 
ing well together, will be of fo great advantage to 
his Majefty's interefls both at home and abroad, as 
the credit of this will be of much more value than 
any money they can give, and probably at winter they 
will do more ^ fure I am, that if they be brought to 

any 
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any thing of this fort, the King is much obliged, 
and ought to value thofe perfons who are fo in- 
ftrumental and af&duous in his affairs. 

That concerning my lord Hallifaz, feems the plea- 
fanteft fetch that I have known, however it pleafeth 
me much to receive inftances, as I do upon all oc- 
caiions, of the (irmnefs of my lord Treafurer's kind- 
nefs to me. There are fome little things wherein 
I conceive my lord Ranelagb is in fome meafure to 
blame, and thofe relate to myfelf in particular, and 
truly, when I know this of any, I am not fcrupu- 
lous either in telling it themfelves, or writing to 
fome friends that may difcoufe it with them. 
Your lordfhip knows well that my lord Ranelagb has 
ever many irons in the fire, and defigns on foot at 
court to make friends, therefore for fome of thele 
purpofes, he aflifts feveral perfons towards the get- 
ting of letters for grants in this country ; and then 
when any of thefe proves unreafonable, he tells the 
perfons that it is not bis fault they do not receive 
the benefit of them, but it lies at my door ; this he 
did both when he was here, and fince in England, 
as I could give feveral inftances, particularly my lady 
Stephens, whom he told, that if I would give an 
order upon her letter, (be (hould have her money. 
Whereas indeed 'tis the duty of the vice-treafurcr to 
obftrud letters, rather than forward them, and when 
fuch letters do come, it is proper for the lieutenant, 
if he fufpeft any thing of inconvenience, to refer 
them to the vice-treafurcr, whofe report ihould fig- 
nify any ill confequences arifing from fuch gifts ; 
and for this point I muft acknowledge his partners 
have done me great right, and taken off from me 
by the feveral reports they have made on his Maje- 
fty's letter?, the clamours which men who are de- 
nied 
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your lordftip will believe that my wifhes for your 
happtneft and profperity are ftill the fame as ever, 
and that my endeavours fhal] not be wanting upon 
all opportunities to evidence the reality of my being. 

Your lord(hipS moft feithfti! 

and moft humble lenran^ 

ESSEX. 



To DoQor Fell. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, May 15, 1675. 

THI.S gentleman, mr. Moore, is fon to a very 
confiderable nobleman of this kingdom, the 
earl of Drogheda, who having fent him into England 
in order to his ftudies, and for that end intending to 
place him in the univerfity of Oxford, his lordfhip 
deiired me to write a line or two to acquaint you 
therewith ; which having done, I doubt not but you 
will pleafe to afford this young nobleman your coun- 
tenance and protedion, wherein you will lay an ob- 
ligation upon. 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To Mr. Thinne. 

Mr. Thinne, Dublin CafHe, May 18, 1675. 

I Have received yours of the nth of May, an* 
there being little here worth the fending, I 
Ihall not this packet trouble mr. Secretary with a 
letter, but only remit to you the enclofed papers, 
which was a complaint made in England by a mini- 
ftet of this country, who pretended he was illegaHy 
caft out of his livings, which had it been fo, he 
ought doubtlefs to have firft come to me before he 
had offered his petition to his Majefty ; and befides, 
1 prefume the matters of requeft are not the pro- 
per officers for fuch things, but the fecretaries. I 
have therefore enclofed my lord Primate's report, that 
you may give it mr. fccretary Coventry, to fliew 
him what manner of petitions men veature to offer, 

I am. 

Your jnoft aSedionate fervant, 

ESSEX^ 



To the Lord Conway. 

My Lord, Dublin Caflle, May 18, 1675. 

YO U cannot expeft any long letter from me, 
here being nothing of confcquence to commu- 
nicate to you, the affairs of the country reiling now 
fo much upon what we fhall hear from your fide. I 
have received yours of the nth of May, together 
with a very kind letter from my lord treafurer ; and 

this 
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this letter I fliall anfwer by the next packet. I can- 
not help the errors, which they who are related to 
me do commit, but (hall be fure for my own part 
to carry myfelf juftly and evenly towards tU, and 
fnendly to thofe who have obliged me. That men 
do labour to work mifchief, and create difquiet to 
one ill my ftatton, is no new thing, for I believe it 
was never otherwife, but I doubt not to be fupported 
by the juftice of my adions, and the firmnefs I will 
ever ihew in the punSual obeying of his Majefty's 
commands. 

It feems to me but an ill omen, that the houfe of 
commons are fo ready to take fire one againft another, 
I pray God the temper of the nation be not the fame ; 
this kingdom may be looked upon as the quieteft part 
of his Majefty's dominions, and I am confident may 
be kept fo with any ordinary prudence, for there is 
nothing troublefome here but the pretty feuds of the 
city of Dublin, which I perceive do ftill increafe, 
yet a good round way of dealing with them will I 
prefume fet all at refl. 

I have fpoken to my lord Colooney for a gofhawk, 
wno tells me he has three airies, and therefore I 
fuppofe I fhall not fail of one fo foon as they, are 
ready to be taken. I am with perfefl: truth. 

Your lordfliips mofl faithful. 

And moft afFedlionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To the King. 

Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675. 
May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

WH4LST the parliament was fitting, I con- 
cluded fo many other important affairs would 
fill your thoughts, as your Majefty could not well be 
at leifure to take the concerns of this kingdom into 
confideration, and therefore I have hitherto forborn 
the diverting your Majefty with any of my letters, 
though fome occafions have arifen, where there was 
need enough of knowing your Majefty's particular 
pleafure, for I have heard that feveral difputes have 
been of late between fomcfof your Majefty's principal 
minifters, concerning the paifing of grants, &c. in 
Ireland ; whatever their precedents are, I am Aire your 
Majefty 's pleafure is a law in this cafe; and whether 
your Majefty do think fit to keep the old rules, or to 
model this matter into new methods, I (hall punc- 
tually obey your Majefty's orders. 

This conjunfture (the expiration of my lord Ra- 
nelagh's contrad, as alfo that of the farmers, drawing 
fo near as Chriftmas next) will occafion many fignal 
alterations in the ^flairs of this kingdom, and there- 
fore that all may be duly fettled, and that I may 
more clearly know what meafures I am to obferve for 
the future, I do humbly propofe to your Majefty, 
whether it may not be convenient, I made a journey 
for fome little time into England, and upon thefe 
following confiderations. 

I ft. That your Majefty may be truly Informed of 

the ftate of this kingdom, this was perfonally given 

by my lord of Strafibrd, twice in the time of his 

P govern- 
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government. 2dly, That your Majefty may under- 
ftanJ of what ufe and advantage this kingdom (if 
rightly managed) may be to the Aipport and ftrength- 
ening of your other dominions. 3diy, That preparations 
may be made for the calling of a parliament here, 
and the heads of fuch public bills propofedj as may 
be proper to be offered there ; and that your Ma- 
jefty may have fome profpeA given you, what hopes 
there are of obtaining a fupply from the people, for 
the repairs of neceiTary forts, ftoring the magazines, 
and other public occailons. 4thly, In regard my lord 
Ranelagh's contrail, and the farmers term, do both 
determine at Chriftmas next, it muft of neceflity be 
fpeedily refolved, whether the revenue fhall be kept 
in firm, or for tome time taken into manajgethellt } if 
it be new farmed, thefe old farms kkluft be abfolutely 
agreed with, fo as to preclude thi^m firdm levying any 
arrears due to^ them during their time, or otb^wift 
the new ones will be entitled to defalcatibns. tf the 
revenue be k^pt in management, proper and expe- 
rienced perfons muft be nominated commiffioners, td 
lake charge thereof, and whether the one or the 
other be contluded, fome inftrudions muft be pro« 
pofed for the chief governor 'to obferve, to prevent 
your Majefty's running again inta debt. Laftly, t 
new eftablifliment is to be framed, fuitable to the 
revenue which is likely to accrue to your Majefty, 
after the determination of the prefent farfti. 5thlyv 
In order to the rendering your Majefty's revfrnufe 
certain for the future, *tis requifite that the quit-rents 
(a principal branch thereof) be compleatly fettled, 
which can only be done by abating them on fuch 
lands as are unprofitable, and providing how the 
arrears due from them fhall be anfwcred ; this 
work I have taken fome pains to mode], and have 

com- 
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compleated it, but 'twill be fo difficult to make the 
reafons of it intelligible, and to anfwer the feveral 
objeAions that may be made againft it, unlefs I 
were upon the place, I know not how it may be 
done, in fucb manner, as to convince the world of 
the clearnefs and reafonablenefs of the thing, 6thly, 
The books for the difcovery of concealed lands being 
now compleated, and ready to be fent over, much 
matter will arife upon this fubjed, topropofe to your 
Majefty in order to the finding but fuch lands as are 
fraudulently detained, and concerning the diftributicm 
of them, purfuant to the ads of Settlement, ythly. 
That I may from your Majefly's own mouth receive 
diredions, in what manner, and to what points, I 
ihall correfpond with each of your great minifters. 

If thefe feveral heads be of that weight, as your 
Majefly doth conceive it to be of advantage to your 
fervice, that I. were upon the place when they are 
debated and fettled, I ihall ihoft readily give my 
attendance there, in obedience to your commands^ 
which in all things ihall guide the proceedings of. 

Your Majefty's moil humble and moft 
obedient fubjeS and fervant^ 

EJSSEX. 
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To the Lord Trcafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675. 

I MUST give your lordfhip thanks for the fa- 
vour of your letter on the nth of May, which 
doth fufficiently (hew what arts are ufed to create 
mifunderftandings between us ; and as it feems *thi's is 
endeavoured by divers on that fide the water, fo 
I can afiure your lordfhip there are fome in this king- 
dom who do their parts as cunningly therein } for it 
is unimaginable how many' ridiculous reports are 
here raifed upon this fubjeft ; but as thefe pafs unre- 
garded by me, fo I doubt not your lordfhip will do 
the like juftice by giving no credit to the vain fpecches 
of men, who would drive on their own defigns of 
mifchieving us both ; and that you will ever by my 
adions judge of the fmcerity of thofe profeflions, I 
make of ferving your lordfhip. I am very confident 
could I have the good fortune but to wait on your 
]ord/hip fome few hours, it would for ever clear my 
integrity, and fix me unmoveable in your good 
opimon. But confidering the nature of my employ- 
ment, it is a happinefs that I have often wifhed, 
tho' without the hopes • of enjoying. Yet now at 
this conjunflure of affairs I am apt to perfuade 
myfelf it might be of confiderable importance to 
his Majefly's fervice, that after the parliament were 
rifen, and a leifure time to confider of the affairs of 
this country, I were upon the place for a month or 
fix weeks, and that upon, thefe confiderations. 

ifl. That his Majefly might have an account of the 
ftate of the whole kingdom, which cannot be fo well 
delineated by letters, as it may be defcribed by dif- 
courfe. 

2dly, 
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.. idly, That preparations might be made for 
holding a parliament here, and the heads of fuch 
matters as are there to be treated on, refolved. 

3d]y, In regard that my lord Ranelagh's contraS, and 
the farm, both determine atChriftmas next, that it may 
be confidered whether it will be propereft to put the 
revenue again immediately into farm, or rather that 
for fome time it be kept in management ; upon both 
which much may be faid. 

4thly, A new eftablifliment muft be prepared, 
wherein doubtlefs it is proper the chief governor 
were confulced. 

5thly, The books for difcovery of lands being all 
now compleated, and rekdy to be tranfmitted into 
England, rules muft be agreed on in what manner to 
proceed to the difcovery of thefe concealments, and 
alfo by what methods thefe lands fhall be diftributed. 

6thly, The reducing feveral of the quit-rents upon 
unprofitable lands, and making fome conclufion with 
the prefent farmers for the arrears ; a work highly 
necefiary for the p,ublic good of this kingdom ; as alfo 
for the future afcertaining of his Majefty's revenue, 
the model whereof is prepared; but there are fo many 
objedions againft.it, as to anfwer them all I have 
drawn up a little tra£l by way of dialogue, which 
I have fent over by Mr. Godolphin, that your lord- 
fhip may fee what large difcourfes Qiuft be writ upon 
every head to make them intelligible, if matters of 
thefe natures lie tranfaAed in England, and the lieu- 
tenant not upon the place. 

ythly. To confider and refolve upon fome courfe, 

for compofing the differences and diforders of the city 
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of Dublin. I bave no private occafions of mj own, 

which require mj coming or ftay in England^ and 

thcfvferc if bis Majefty fliouU think fit to command 

me over, 1 (hould be glad to be difpatched back again 

ib ibon as may be ; and I am apt to belieive if I am 

upon the place, and the committee for Irifli affairs 

do regularly meet, that a third part of that dine 

would conclude thefe matters, which would otherwife 

be ijpent In the debates of them, if I were abfenti 

I have had many ftniggles in the two years and half 

that I have been here, and divers diflScuIties have 

attended the employment, being often put by the 

duty of my place to deny feveral requcfts, for which 

fuch orders have come out of England, as would 

have much prejudiced his Majefty's fervice to comply 

with ; and ihe experience I have now had, gives me 

light enough to difcover the fources from whence 

tbefe arife. In relation to the future regulating of 

diings of this nature, a little difcourfe with his Ma^- 

jcfty will be of more eScGt than many letters i and 

herein I cannot but promife myfclf all defirable afiif- 

tance from your lordihip. Fcr as I hope to make it 

apparent that nothing I propofe {hall tend to other 

than the public benefit ; fo I am well aflured that 

thcfe foundations, as they gave the beginning and 

efbblifliment, fo they will yet further confirm the 

entire good correfpondence which your lordflbip has 

ever been pleafed to favour me with, who am with aU 

fmcenty and rcfped imaginable. 

Your lordfhip's moft fiuthful 

Md moil humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 

P *' >*rS« upon all thefe particulafs. 

To 
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To Mr. fccretary Coventiy. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675. 

I HAVE fcnt over Mr. Godolphin to difcourfe 
with you concerning this government, the 
expiration of my lord Ranelagh*s contraf):, as alfo 
of the farm .drawing fo near as Chriftmas next^ will 
jof jiecQ^Oky make rfo great a change in the jdifpofition 
x)f affairs liere, as it may feem xeaConable for his 
Majefty's fervice .that I m^e a jourpey into England 
this fummer ; fo as being upon the place when mat- 
XCTS of fo much importance relating to this kingdom 
are inodelle^, I may have the opportunity to propofe 
fuch things as ace ^proper to be offered for his Ma- 
jefty*s and this country's good : beiides, this of the 
farm, and my lord Ranelagh's contrad, there are 
.^iHcrs other ;particular^ of very great moment, on the 
anvil, and are of jfuch a nature, as 'tis ipipoflible for 
me, unlefs I wrote volumes, and fent them over, to 
explain them fo clearly, as to reqder them intelligible. 
For the heads of all which, I muft refer you to a 
paper Mr. Godolphin hath to prefent unto you. >! 
can forefee no objeftion to my coming, but that it 
.will occafion fomewhat of expence to his Majefty, 
in maintaining juftices upon the place during my 
abfcnce. £ut doubtlefs the other conficlerations will 
infinitely countervail that ; and befides, I hope this 
little charge may be an argument, when I am there, 
to obtain a more fpeedy difpatch, which I ihal] much 
defire, fo foon as thefe feveral particulars are ftttled. 

J needadd no more to you upon this fubjeA, leaving 

iliie reft to Jilr.iGodolphin's, narration, whom I have 
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found To good a fervant, as you may credit what he 
Ihall relate from me. 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

My lord lieutenant conceives it neceflary, in order 
to his Majefty's fervice, that his excellency (hould 
come into England this fummer, for a month or fix 
weeks, upon the following confiderations. 

ift) That his Majefty may have an account of the 
whole ftate of the kingdom. This was given by the 
earl of Strafford twice or thrice, withb the time of 
his government. 

2dly, Concerning the calling of the parliament 
here next year, and propofing the heads of feveral 
public bills ; and alfo what profped may be had of 
fupplies for the repair of necefTary forts, recruiting 
the ftores, and other public occafiohs, which may re- 
quire it. 

3dly, In regard the whole frame of affairs here 
muft be new modelled, againft the expiration of my 
lord Ranelagh's contrail ; which, as alfo the farm of 
his Majefty's revenue here, will determine iat Chrifl- 
mas next, it ought therefore to be confidered, ' 

. ift. Whether it be better for his Majefty to let 
his revenue in farm, or to keep it in management. 
If the latter be agreed on, it will be requiflte that 
commiflioners be thought of to take care of that 

affair. 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 233 

affair. 2dly, Some rules and inftrudions muft be 
agreed on, for the lieutenant to guide himfelf by, ia 
relation to the revenue ; as for inftance, that which 
has difordered his Majefty's affairs (o much, and 
brought him into debt here, is this, that letters for 
gifts and gratuities ^ere obtained in England, which 
the lieutenant, as foon as they come over, immedi- 
ately granted warrants upon, without confideting 
whether there were a fund clear for anfwering the 
fame (nay the vice treafurer, viz. my lord of An- 
glefey, did often warrant the lord lieutenant, and had 
letters immediately directed to himfelf, for the ' pay- 
ment of monies) which warrants, upon his Majefly^s 
letters, with acquittances from the perfons concerned^ 
were fufficient vouchers upon paffing the vice .trea- 
furers accounts ; and he then telling the perfons 
there was no money in the treafury,* land that he 
mufl borrow what he furnifhed them.;rwith ; com- 
pounded with them at what rates himfelf pleafed$ 
and took acquittances for tlie whole : nay^ it was the 
prafikice not to* pay the money even for thefe compo* 
fitions, till the whole was paffed upon account in the 
etchequer ; fo that fuch great gains being to be made 
by monies payable on letters, thefe were anfwered as 
in the manner above-named, and the eflabliihment 
left unpaid. To obviate which inconvenience for the 
future, it may be thought neceifary that the lieu- 
tenant have a pofitive inflrudion not to iffue any 
warrant upon any letters of bounty, till, the eft^- 
bliihment be paid, and to fee the- fund clear to anfwer 
thdiame 5 by which means his Majefiy will be kept 
out of debt, and the perfons on whom.he fliall be 
pleafed to beflow his liberality, will receive thie full 
benefit thereof, without compofition or deduction, 
other than the regular fee$. That whatfoever letters 

come 
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oome, the lieutentDt fign no orders for pUcing an/ 
ptyoieiit in the cftdUiflunent, beyoad what the cf^- 
tain icvenue will bear. Qdiers aUb of the iaooe m- 
cefity, an4 like kind, may be propofed. 

3dly, A new eftaUiflimeot ttdft be framed, wbejreia 
will be federal things fit to be difcoucfed 0(9 w^hicib 
cannot fo well be writ at large in liters. 

4tUy, By his Majefty's command, all the records 
0f the kiagdon, which lelate to the dtftrthution of 
lands by the aft of Settlement, have been fearcbed, 
and eztraSs made out of diem, in order to the dif- 
Mvery of concealed lands. This work is contained 
in twelve or fourteen volumes, now ready to be feat 
•ver, and macii 'matter will arife upon this fubjed, to 
frofok ^iiisrMajefty, in order to the finding out 
ittch lands as are fkaudiileatly concealed, and .con- 
cerning the.diftribatson.of them, puifuant to Uie aiGb 
cf Settlement. 

5thly, There is a neqefiafy work which is near 
.compleatad, vie. sbie futuce .ftttlement of his Ma- 
jefty's4eivenue«fvquit -rents, .which muft be done .by 
abating «them «n fnchjands.as are .unprofitable ; and 
alfo by providiiig in .fome meafure, to. anfwer the 
•arrears due to the tuners .; and io fhew how much 
vmuft'be faid tOiCxplain this one particular, and make 
-it intelligible, a^diologue is drawn up :£9r that {mr- 
ipofe, which lOiAf jbe Jodced upon.; and thia may be 
x)ne inAance.fi>r'air, itoavideacejhow much muft be 
writ upon* the >fi9¥eral ihaads of thefe matters tranf- 
.afted in >£oglanl, 'an4 the lieutenant not upon tl|a 
.place. 

6thly, T^ 
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6thly, To confider of feme courfe, to compofe the 
diforders of the city of Dublin. 

If the lieutenant be in Ireland, and my lord Rane- 
lagh be in England, when this point Ihall be refoived, 
he will infallibly have the nomination of all the 
commiifioners ; and it will be a great hardihip that 
the lieutenant ihall be anfwerable for all mifcarriages^ 
and not to have his part in the recommendation of 
thofe perfons who are to be intrufted with the cd- 
leAion of public monies, but will be kept in the dsak 
by the vice treafurer, and tiot be able to know an/ 
thing of the treafury, but what he pleafeth to com- 
municate to him. If the lieutenant be not in Eng- 
land when this is done, my lord ^anelagh will mibc 
penfions for whom he pieafetb, and perbap(s procure 
fums -of THoney for feveral whom it may he conve- 
nient for him to gratify, and thereby divert the ad« 
dreiTes and applications of all officers and fuitors to 
himffelf, who ought to have their immefiiate depeii- 
dance on the lieutenant* 



To the Earl cf Cafilehavcn. 

. My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675. 

I Have received yours of the 15th inftant, wherein 
you defire the paffing a grant for an additional 
pehfioh, direAed by letter of his Majefty's, dated 
April 18, 1674, to be paid on the eftablifliment. 
Your lordihip cannot be ignorant that this whole re- 
venue is at prefent out of his Majefty's hands, and 
transferred to ttty lord Ranelagh, &c. in order to the 
t^ymenc of debts, and anfwering an eihibliihment 

which 
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which is not to exceed 17 1843 1. 5s. 6d. This be* 
ing compleatly filled up, if his Majefty grant any 
more than the fore-mentioned fum on the eftabliih- 
ment, 'tis in my lord Rs^nelagh and partners choice 
to ftop the money ^whereas, for example, if the 
grant.be complied with, they may forbear the pay- 
ment of 100 1. per annumy to any one troop of the 
army or the like. 1 have divers letters of the fame 
nature before me ; as one for 300 1. penfion to colonel 
Willoughby, another of 209 L per annum to lord 
Roche's children, and fome more of the faoie kind, 
which,. Qiould I purfue it, would bring all the af- 
fairs into cpnfufion, and I .could not be certain of 
having the troops or the civil lift duly. paid. *Ti5 
j)offiiblp^ fome who are fubtle enough on that fide 
the water, where your lordfliip-is^ to caft it ofF from 
themselves, may lay the weighs of denying men upon 
me, and fp may tell your lordihlp that the money 
ihpuld be anfwered, if I would do my part; and 
jperhaps they ^ may inftancx theiundfor the main re- 
giment, concordatums, or other things ; but were I 
upon the place, I could fo clearly (hew how all thefe 
are cloyed with payments^ and anticipated with af- 
fignments, as 'tis impoflible for me to do it, Mr. 
Godolphin, ' the bearef hereof, can demonftrate to 
your lord(hip, that not any difrefpeA to you, but 
purely the hnpoffibiHtyof efitfiing it, hath forced mc 
to rcfpite the execution of this his Majefty's letter. 
• And l' hope your lordfliip will not believe me (for 
.an omiffibn thus grounded) to |}e other,. than as I am, 
molt really, ^ . . r 

. Your Lordfhifi's . 

faithful humble fervant, 
'*:""''^' ' ESSEX. 



Tb 
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To Sir Arthur Capel. 

Dublin Caftle, May 25, 1675. 
Dear Brother, 

I Have received yours of the i8th, but Mr, Go- 
dolphin, who parted hence on Saturday, will, I 
hope, reach London by that time this letter comes 
to you, and fo will leave the lefs for me to fay upon 
the fubje£l you have lately wrote to me. As to my 
lord duke of Ormond, I cannot imagine why there 
fhould be any fufpicion of unkindnefs between him 
and me ; for, I am fure, there is no concern of his 
here that I have been wanting to the promoting of it,fo 
far as was confiftent to his Majefty's fcrvice. Not 
only fince my coming hither, but even for a good 
fpace of time before, there was a good underftand- 
ing between us ; and I do not know why I (hould 
live ill with any of his Majefty's minifters, whilft I 
am in his Majefty's fervice. There are fadions in 
the court, and thofe very high againft each other ; 
but for my taking part with one or the other, I can- 
not comprehend how it is my bufinefs : therefore you 
may do well to aflure my lord of Ormond of my re- 
fpeA and fervice for him. In a former letter you 
fpeak of fome difpute between my lord Chamberlain 
and mjj lord Ranelagh concerning 1250I. I do not 
well underftand upon what ground my lord Ranelagh 
can argue this. I remember it was myfelf difcovered, 
on perufal of my lord Ranelagh's account, that by his 
contract he undertook to pay my lord of Arlington 
62501. being the fuppofed remainder of a grant from 
his Majefty of looool. If he had but paid my lord 
of Arlington the 5000I, the lOOOol. had been 
compleated; which arofe from this, that 1250I. were 

paid 
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fiid to my lord of Arliagton more than my lord 
Kanelagh knew of when he made his contrail ; but 
■7 lord Ranelagh having . undertaken to pay a de- 
•nrminate iiim of 6250 1, tho' my lord of Arlington 
CMdd daim no more than the complement of looool. 
]tt my lord Ranelagh was obliged to pay the 6250 1. 
I» as the King might beftow the other 1250]* where 
kr pleafed ; and, if I miftake not, there is a letter 
If me, to grant it to the earl of Arlington. This 
is tbe true ftate of the cafe, and, as I conceive^ no 
kdy can give a determination to it but the King 
tinfelf. Before the next I (hall fpeak with Mr. 
Iieiigh»,my lord Chamberlain's agent, and then give 
jmt a further account of this matter. Pray ac- 
ksswledge to my lord of Arlington the receipt of his 
Uuk of the 13th inftant, which I (hall anfwer by 
Aracxt, having no time to do it now. 

lam. 

Your moft affedion^te brother^ 

ESSEX. 

To Mr. Harbord. 

Dnlitin Caftle, May 25, 1675. 
Mr* Harhord^ 

I Have yours of the 18th inftaat, and t og cthtr 
with at a saemorial concerning feveral letters 
Wkich you have made my lord Treafurer acqiiaiattd 
iNch. I haiFe alio received one of the £inie date 
my locd Txeafuier hjmfelf, Ibe like in cfka 

with 
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with the memorial in your letter. I fear the diffe- 
rences between the two houfes will caufe the par- 
Hament to break up in fome diforder, which will 
draw fuch confequences after it, as may difcompofe 
us all. Two letters from Sir Thomas Blake have 
come to my hands, wherein he feems to excufe him** 
felf for having moved fome bufinefs in England, 
without having firft acquainted me with it : though, 
indeed^ all men ought to let me know their preten- 
fions, before they are fiirred on that fide the water ^ 
yet this is an honeft gentleman, and did not fail out 
of any intention to difoblige me ; therefore I defire 
you to let him know I do not take it ill. Forget 
not to tell my lord Treafurer that I have his of the 
l8th, but there being no bufinefs to anfwer, 'twill 
be enough by you to acknowledge the receipt thereof. 
As for the farmers, they do not behave themfelves 
well towards me, nor indeed, fairly towards the King ; 
and why I (bould have a good opinion of them, 
whilft I find them failing, I do not underftand ; for 
I will keep them to their duty if I can : and this 
you may let any of them know that are on that fide 
the water. Having nothing further to add, I re* 
main. 

Your moft affe&ionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



Ta 
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To Mr. Harbord. 

Dublin Caftle, May 29, 1675. 
Mr. Harbord, 

I Have received yours of the 22d inftant, and 
doubt not but you will follow the rules therein 
fct down, not to engage with any parties whatfoever,- 
but to keep fair with all his Majefty's minifters, 
which is that I have ever refolved to do. As my 
ford Ranelagh's contraS and the farm grow near ex- 
pired, fo I do daily find that there will be much 
work on my hands at Chriflmas next to fettle and 
adjuft all things relating to thefe bargains, that his 
Majefty*s revenue may be in a good pofture, either to 
keep in management, or to let it to farm ; and, I 
leTieve, few men in England will be able to judge 
the many intricacies and perplexities which are in this 
work. 

My lord of Tyrone, as I am told, is fome time 
£nce gone for England. He is a peer of the realm, 
a privy counfellor, governor of the county and city 
of Waterford, and captain of a foot-company. Any one 
of thefe qualifications do oblige him to have the loid 
lieutenant's licence before he depart out of the king- 
dom. I hear he had fome preffing occafions to go 
into England, and had he afked, he (hould not have 
been denied leave. But ihould I not take notice of 
men, who, being under command, prefume to flight 
the governor fo much, as to go where they lift, I 
might be. well thought negligent of his Majefty's 
aiFairs. I would therefore have you fpeak to both 
the fecretaries, defiring them to ftop any letters from 
his Majefty to licenfe his abience ; it being an infuf- 
ferable thing, and of moft mifchievous confequence 

in 
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in an army, to let officers go where thejr pleafe^ 
without actual miRg their general therewith. Praj 
let my lord Conway and lord Ranekgh know, that 
I have both theirs of the aad inftant. The fdem- 
iilties of this day take up (b much time^ that 'tis 
impoflible for ms to anfwer them, but by the next 
they fhall hear from me. Tell my brother Harry 
alfo, that I have his of the aad, and that the laft I 
wrote to him did" fully ftafc the cafe of my lord of 
Arlington's concerns relating to the 12501. 

I am, your moft aiFedllonate friend, 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. Godolphin. 

DubliaCaftle, May 25, 1675. 
Mr. Godolphin, 

TFTE ve({el being returned that carried you over, 
and giving me an account that they landed 
you at Chefter water on Monday evening, makes me 
prefume this letter will not. fail the meeting you ^t 
London. The winding up alt matters relating to 
my lord Ranelagh's contraA, and the farmers grant 
(both which mutt be done atChriftmas next} dqth 
every day appear to me full of intricacies ; and there 
are fo many confiderations to be had in jprder. to his 
M^efty's* future revenue of tbi* kipgdom, and thole 
of fuch natures, as will require not only a great deal 
of prudence and judgment to manage, but'Ukewife 
moft particular inftruAions from his Majefty -, alT 
which do convince me of the neccflity ofmy'fpending 
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fome little time in England this fummer : and I kat 
bis Majefty will be greatly prejudiced, unlefs he be 
clearly informed of the nature of feVeral queftions 
which will neceflatily arife upon this fubjedt : where- 
fdre I doubt not but you will be careful of that er- 
rand which carried you fbr England ; and particularly 
in purfuing your inftrudions, to make it evident to 
all his Majefty's mjnifters, that It is only propofed 
by me for the furtherance of his Majefty's fervice^ 

I am^ 

Your mofi affedionate fl-iend, 

ESSEX. 
To Mr* Secretary Coventry* 



I 



Sir, Dublin Caftlc, May 29, 167$^ 

Have received yours df the l8th inftant, and am 
forry to find that a perfon of your (tation and 
judgment (hould have fo many melancholy thoughts 
concerning affairs, which may well make one, at the . 
dillance as I am, doubt of the event of things. 

One matter, poffibly of fome moment, I have to 
acquaint you with : a Spanifh (hip was taken by a 
French privateer clofe to the bar of this harbour, 
and carried away on Thurfday in the evening. We 
have no civilians here that can inform me how jufti- 
fiable this aSion is ; for, tho* it were a little without 
the bar the (hip was feizcd, yet was it within the 
"^l ba/j which may in fome fort be reckoned part of 
the harbour, divers (hips never coming over, but 
anchoring without the bar. This accident has much 

difturbed 
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difturbed the merchants of this town : ihcfeed^ I 
conceive, there ought to be one of hw Majefty's fri- 
gates attending here, to prevent any infuk^ of this 
nature ; for unlefs fome men of war do fecure us, 
any privateer may come in and do what they pleafe 
among the flii|)s, who are many of them Dutch, the 
merchants of this town trading generally in thofe 
bottoms. But of this particular affair I have ordered 
examination to be taken, and by the next (hall give 
you a pundual account of alt the circumftances* 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Earl of Arlington. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 31, 1675. 

YOUp. moft obliging letter of the 13th of May 
I received the laft week j and tho' I do not 
often trouble your lordfhip with any. of mine, yet I 
hope your lordfhip always finds, that upon any occ^- 
£on, where my fervice may be of ufe to you, I am 
very forward to aft my part ; and do afTurc your 
Ibrdfliip, I fhalt conftantly perform it with all the 
readihefs imaginable. It is, I know, a difficult mat- 
ter, at this diftance, to judge of affairs with you : 
nay, I believe, the moft dextrous man that is, tho' 
upon the place, is yet often to feek how to carry 
himfelf. As to my own particular, the plainnefs of 
my dealings, I doubt not, will fupport me at aH 
times. I have often charged my brother and Mr. 
0^2 Harbord 
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Harhpr4 to hr«p aU; ffii^s cimcel>ni|ig^ iiae; iii fjtf^ 
UA&j wilbottC Ikuflbng or antifi^ I bqyo tb^ h9%| 
purrued my concern^ ia tfaa^. oumaeK : anil' I aflfii 
much tb« more confirnM ia tbii iNsbali; bf. te 
t«ftifiu>iv7 of your kirdfiMp'3 lettfff^ U th% £»^oa^ 
tbe worUL (boiiM f6 imicb cbtpgf, ^^ ^«t ik^Af. aaA 
downright way wbtch I bav always pkaAifed^ flMMiU 
tctidec im ufdefis to tbe |MtbUck» I iboubi «Mift 
cbcarfuUy. fit down, at bame; Biu I can neiiu tbiak 
any paina too gnoat ;' Hot am^I fuqMJtod. aft ao]^ lUfe 
Acuities which'do arife^ whtlft btS Majefty is f^eafed 
to retain a favourable opinion of me : td tbo Gonfir- 
matioa and coiltiouance whsiwil^. I prefume ycmr 
lordibip will ever be affiftant, as th^ kindeft part you 
caa dtik fix him^ who is moft nhfeignedly^ 
Your lordtbip's 

flMi& idUtb^iL btitttUift frfflBMitt 

ESSEXi 

ilii y iiiiipi ipiiiiiiiiii M i B ii i i j i MM| ii^flii^i i i M i><i B ii t mmiiHfmifk^»mmilf^ 

To Sir Hmijr Capeh 

bear Brother^ Dublin Caftk»^ Jxuie x^ 2^5^ 

THIS ferves only to. tell yoii thai; I have yowa 
of the a5th of May, vrbich givea im an ae» 
count that Mu Harbord is gone yottknov noaibA 
' whither^ and to defire yoii.ta dcHver tiie indofad ta 
my lord of Arlington. I prefume. Mr. Qodolphia 
hath been with you eiie. this ; ahd till I hear froai 
turn I have little more to fay« but renuun. 

Your moft afieSionata hmtber, 

£SS£& 

Ta 
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OuMfhCaftte, Janet, 1675. 

NOT bcffig -aWc to WiHt td you ftiyfelf the la* 
p»ft> I appointjcd Mr. Haf1)6rd to acquaint 
^oa/ that I %aa'y6uf$ pf Ae i2d 6f May, fihre 
#liich tUne I lAve hrf twjtjce flrdih Sir . Arthur 
fvoM^eTe^ tfaitydtl ihade fifiAttc dotoI?t whether all the 
Mbert j^fii w¥btc ix^tere ^rrrvwj liw. We liaVe rcf- 
«E:ei^ed ^ne^MT Ac firft pf M^ay, direi&ed to my H^rifc; 
ime «d imyfetf, «iia aiijmKcr to ihy wife, both A^^ 
,|ed M*y Ae^th, -affd toother to niyrclf, datfed thfe 
tfth^ aad thfe lal): tp me^ of the lad, fo ai; I preruftife 
ibcyartril mW Acknowledged. By this laftlper^ 
ceiffe nty Icijit! Rianelagli takrs it rioft very wifert, rtik t 
^vc felit oyer tfce cafe fbted coitcerhing the p&ytoJeni: 
pf jDdpl. Jjcr anfKii^ to thy }ptA of Cjrmoiid, afteir 
9kt efcpfratioii *pf liis centra A. I km fdre the c^'f^ 
Itefenr^i tb t« Tcfoltrcd i and fey the moft judidduV 
toen I cAn ^l()eaf;: Witli hcnc, they arc clear of '6pinioA 
liWhfe tettnrfc'odjght tp he taken to fecuVe the Kitrg iJi 
It. I do jyot wcJl ktioW how It \$ cortfiftcnt With 
fnyduty to let it g^ lopgef imtjetermiiied, fince the 
faft fapply lif the year's vaJue is to come in it Mi- 
^Mskna? next j aiid for my own part, 1 will per- 
iohh tlifC ItruA committed tb my ,charge, aird nbic 
^ l^ltl^d pr l^ut |6i^ of my ^ay upon ^ny confide- 
I1lti<m whatfocycr. As to the fendirtg; thefe papers to 
Mr^ ffecretary Coventry as Well as t6'*nly brd Trea- 
furer, I conceive your Lordfhip is in a miftake, in 
thiiiUng that hy my rnftruftions I ought tp tranfmit 
fihem to my lord Treafiirer only; for the fcojc of 
thefe inflruAions lead only to this, that when letters 
Q^ 3 relating 
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relating to the revenue, or lands, &c. come frooi 
the fecretary's, I am not to pafs them, unlefs my 
lord Treafurer's report be inferted in the fame let- 
ters ; and therefore, coqfequently, when letters do 
come without the form, I return copies . over to my 
lord Treafurer before I give my order upon them. 
But there is not one word in my in(l}ru^tons to ex- 
clude the correfponding with the fecretarie^ : I muft 
keep the bufinefs in that method. w)iei]pin it formerly 
was. By a letter from my lord R.ane]agh, aa well as 
that of your lordihip's, I perceive you have made a 
little more noife of that which concerpf?d my lord 
Ranelagh, relating to grants, than I intended by 
my letter ; for you have been wj^th; the jCing ^bbut 
it, and you have alfo (hpwn the letf^, itfclf. to my 
lord Ranelagh, who is a little f(;andialized,. at my bjr 
ing be has many irons in the fire, Wb^t I know of 
this, I had from your lordibjp, %h^% wa§, aiming to 
be of the bed-^chamber, t9 be an e^^j, to be a privy 
counfellor of England ; fq a^ what I offered w^ 
jpurely to yourfcjf : and thp* there be nothing in tbut 
letter pf mine but what I can very well juftify, yet I 
may, many times, (believing your IprdQiip to be my 
intimate friei\d) write things to you which will noic 
be convenient to be fbewn to the parties thenifelvesu 
And upon thi^ ground. I have writ jpy thoughts with 
as much freedorp, and perhaps c,af;elefsntfs, as I ufed 
to difc.ourfe wit^ your Iprdfliip in my ciofet, and.jQiaU 
continue fo to do, prefunjing Axppp. xh^ entlrenefs of 
your lordfliip's affeQions to me-; anfloleaying the u(p 
thereof to be made as you conceive ,beft* I aiQ with 
perfeft truth, . 

. Ypui: Jordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 
. ■ ' " ' :-^ ■ ;' ESSEX^ 

/ ' To 
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To th« l4ori R^el^h- 

publin Caiftle, Ji^ne ^^ 1675. 
My Lord, 

BY your lordfhip's pf tV?. 22d of May, which I 
have newly received, t fin^ that tny lord 9^*^" 
way has bad fome djfcoi|rfc with yoii concerning 
grants here.' I capnoj but prpfefs, that 'tis qne of 
tlie texidereft points, to a perfpni in my ftatidp, to 
paft on the chief goven)or the ojiiun) of denying fuel; 
letters of his Majefty*s bounty, as many times indeed 
cannot be complied with | as alfo to endeavour to 
procure favours apd liberalities, and thereby engaging 
the dependanoe on another, which ought tp be ac« 
knowledged as flowing from his Afajefty'^ grace : 
yet, if Ke who commands here, be not the hand 
through, which thefe are difpenfed, it will foon. dif- 
able bim froni haying that inipuenqe 01^ the people,^ 
sis is neceffary to fupport the dignjty of h\^. place. I 
am fure, your lordfhip could not, at your laft being 
in Ireland, but obferve what an intereft remains of a ' 
great man who commanded here many years, by rea- 
fon of the abfolute power he had of gratifying mul- 
titudes of people. And I d<^ not know how 'tis pof- 
fible this kingdom will ever b^ reduced to that true 
dependance on the crown, as it ought, unlefs feme 
means be ufed to convince the world that the like 
power of doing good to thofe who are faithful, is in- 
irufted with another Governor, as was with him. 
Any thing, therefore, whi(;h may tend to an under- 
mining or demolifliing of thofe fupports, does con- 
feqiiently hinder this "work, which, I conceive, is 
highly neceffary for the King's fervice. And this I 
would not fcruple to fay, even to his Majefty himfelf, 

0.4 tho': 
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tho* another, (and he one whom I had no friend{hi{> 
for) were in the place where I am. Wherefore your 
lordlhip ought not to thinll it ftrange, if I am jealous 
of the fmalieft touch ,upon this ftring^ And I am 
very confident, that one who is matter of fo much 
reafon as yourfelf, and that underftands the cooJKitii- 
tion of this kingdom and people here To well as yof 
do, cannot but agree with me in this particular, ft 
were very happy, that all the feveral members of the 
body politick did accord in the performance of their 
proper funAions, as they do in a healthy body na- 
tural ) for then the like Rrength and vlgo.ur would 
appear in this, as is often feen in the other : but 
doubtlefs, your lordlhip has no reafon to take It ill | 
fdr when I fufped yovi do in fome things exceed the 
bounds of your place^ I tell you gently of it by ^ 
friend efpecially ; it being to no other end than to con- 
tinue and preferve a good correfpondence betwixt us : 
and the freedom I have ufed to you in this letter, I 
defire you to keep to yourfelf ; unlefs you think fit to 
fiiew it to my lord Conway, or at fome leifure 
time to my lord Treafurer, there being hints in it 
relating to a perfon which you cannot miftake. And, 
for my own part, I hold it the beft way of going 
through with the King's bufinefs, to do it calmly, 
without falling foul of any man, or engaging niyfelf 
in needlefs contefts : and for this reafon I again de- 
fire this letter may not go further than I have already 
mentioned, ^y what I have communicated, your 
lordlhip may eafily judge of t,he reality wherewith \ 
am, 

Your lord (hip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 



To 
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Tx^ "Mr* fecreuiy Coyent^, 

Sir;, Pablln Caftle, June j, 1^7$* 

TI I S ferves only to endofe a petitipn of the 40^ 
^cers^ It being prefented by them to me^ I 
made axUwer, I could no notbi^ig in the matter hi^ 
Msyefty haying concluded the paSing kS* a |;rant 
therein\mentionedjtto4:olonel Gary DiUop, by feyera| 
fepeatpd letters i and it lying .o^t of my jpower^ t 
told them that they muS; make their ;aj)p)icaljon |j| 
England, if ihey expe^^ any rdief. lliat you may 
be acquainted with the whole procecidingf relating tOi 
tbis biitinefs, I baire fent you' the cqpie$ of his Ma- 
jefty^s letters, ^s alio of t^ xepreiTentatbn I made t« 
the lord of Arlington upon tbjs fubjei^, ^11 whipb aff 
l^ere endofed. I remain 

your moft taithf^jil humble ferf^t,! 

ESSEX,. 

7%/ huriUpe^hn rf the Truftefs ifppoinUd U manage 
fh Jicuritji ^ the 49 ^c^i^ 

Hnmh^ Jhevfeth^ 

THA^ W faqped Majetty, taking into, bi^ 
princely conitderaiion &e eminent aftings and 
fufferings of the faid officers in Hb and the fervice 
of his Father^ in the war of Ireland, before the 5th 
' of June^ s<^9 ; and that neyerthdlers, by the par* 
tiality axid injuftice of tke late ufiirped powers, there 
was no provifion made for tbe fatisfaAion of t\ie faid 
juft and honourable feryio^' was gracioufly pleafed^ 
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by hif publick declan^on of t^e 30th of November, 
in the twelfth year of his reign, which foon after 
was e^iaded and made a \aw.by the AAs of Settlement 
and Explanation, to declare, that all the forfeited 
lands, tenements, and hereditament^, undUpofed of 
to adventurers an^ foldiers in the counties of Wick- 
low, Longford, Leitrim^ and Donegal!, and in ti^e 
{Province of Conaught and county of Clare, lying 
within one mile of the river Shannon, or the fea, 
axkd all the houfes and tenements forfeited within the 
ievera! walled towns and corporations, and l^nds 
thereunto belonging, not then fet out to adventurers 
or foldiers (except fome houfes ii> "NVexford) toge- 
ther with the benefit arifing from mortgages^ ftacutes- 
ftaple and judgments, where the lands were not then 
difpofed, (except as in the faid a£ls is excepted) to- 
gether with a year, and a year and half's rent im« 
pofed on the foldier^, which was afterwards by the 
AGt of Explanation afcertai(ied and reduced to one 
huivdred thoufand pounds, ihould be and remain for 
fatisfa&ion of the perfonal arrears of the faid officers, 
in fuch method, manner, and proportion, as by the 
faid Declaration and /^Asi are limited iind ^pointed ^ 
wherein it is provided, that fuch of the faid officers 
who had no fatisfaftion in lands or otherwife, for 
fervice fince 1649, (hould be immediately . fatisged 
out of the faid fecurities. 12 s. ^d. per pound, and 
the remaining part to be equally divided amongft all 
and every the commiffioned officers, who had any 
arrears due for fervice in Ireland before the year 
1649, That by the faid a£fe great care is taken, that 
the faid Security be fet out to the faid officers, ac' 
cording to their refpeftive arrears of pay due unto 
them, in an equal proportion, with equality and 
indifFer^ncy, without priority, precedency, or* pre- 
ference^ 
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ference, as by the veiy many claufes and inffruAions 
in thefaid A3s t>f Settlement and Explanation con* 
tained, whereunto the petitioners refer themfelves, it 
doth and may appear. 

That uppii the diftribution of the faid fecurity by 
his Majefty's commiifioners, for executing thb ads of 
Settlement and Explanaticti, it fo fell out by reafon of 
the fcantnefs of the faid ftfcurityi in reference to the 
debt. d lie to the faid officers i'and partly by reafon that 
very many houfes, and-olher parts of the (aid fecurity 
were conc^Ied and «t4thheld by divers perfons, who 
pretended title to the fame; and no fuiEcient time 
given, or reward propounded, to fuch as fliould 
difcover what was fo <K>nce|iIcd arid withheld. 

That the faid officers, to whom a fi^tisfadion of 
I2S. 6d. ^^r pound, atleaft, was appointed by the 
faid a<5ls, received after many years attendance, and 
great expence in attending and profeciiting the fame^ 
no more than 5 (hillings in the pound of their 
debentures, whereof 3s.- id. in the pound was in 
houfes or land, 3d. in ihe pound in Limerick, and 
one ihilling a(id eight pence ^^r pound, in the loool. 
sCppointed to be paid to each of the hundred lots, 
for which. 1000 r. which was undoubtedly the beft 
"and cleared part of the faid fatisfaSion, the faid 
forty nine officers, upon pretence of a voluntary 
confent, faid to be given by the faid officers, were 
drawn to accept of a compofition of three hundred 
eighty two pounds, odd money, for each of the 
refpe£lsv(e icool. whereof there was no fuch com- 
pofition made, till the ikid officers had reafon to 
believe, that no part of the faid money fhould be 
paid, till fuch a conipofitioh were firft confented and 
agreed unto ; and yet the whole money defigried for 
the faid officers, bad been, or is now l^e vying on the 

fubjedli 



pljcBt^ h: «i fo«r pedfeMtntn kwe lectivtd left 
ffaati fbor AuUings ^n the frMUM nf tbar ddbeMircH 
4d^l dc ji iftiopg beiftg 4tfDowte4 1 wbenM «U «dter 
^erefts provided for by the raiil a^ of S0ttle#eiift 
tiid £xpluitiof& w^se fMftffirtd^ mI |cii|t4iMMl& tod 
mvioUbk. NocvitbftaiidHig 41 wlMeh» fMr^Hiih 
iMios ace (iv«a to ttnderftandi^ tMt W<«mI <?s<f 
tttloii^ wl» caq luif« 110 frrttuce ta te(|^ ^ 
^kcrfi^M'^ontlMiiyiiiuirfctMoiim Mdfke:g^M^ 
oiiiy ^ cte 49 olfescr% hfttli ^caiaod l^m^s « 
ivmrrantf iipoin Ms Majefty^ d^«i«b|r C*'**^^!**^ 
kioi • Ubcrtf and piFofeieiifie^ l9|>tB^ 4^ 4»<iBfv te*' 
loog^gto ktm, ^ 9^r pibec ircMM wHom h^ AaU 
ac(|uir« thft i««ie» m a||]r ffit^ ftf the iaki leciariqr ft^, 
«oiiceakd or uniitffsilBeA c^ whkh are ti^ i)e acorped 
of 19 die pundufe qi w|sitf (hall "be ifo difeoi^ jtdi M 
|he rate of ;^|» 6d^ in tbe.ppi|n4f <(^4liie Aid iifcais^ 
tomafce uf 4 fiitl «iid fOBBj^eat latNtfa^boA of »««» 
iid» m tbe iNMind, fpr the fybi ^nram $ wbtfeas alj| 
^thera hw r^ei^ oiily 59.. in tbf piHKidi wbeftb^ 
tbc generaUty of, the faid o||oer$ ^re epdc&iyoiwfed ti, 
)ie excluded fr^on fooeiviog ei|tial firopcirtioiis of 
^bot reswaa uodif|iofed ^ the ttd feeu^ty. 

Tbe pvcmifta ^niideiiedi and kit that thfe bH 
^^ h^^ diieAed a«i equality of difliibufeion ambng 
^i«id ^f&cexs. Of a£aMai4| a|id A«^ tbat^ tfiefiud 
colonel Cfffy PiUofiv who eiideavolira it dbtwi the 
iwhole advaotag^ of wh^ ivmaios vodi^pofed fet t^ 
the faid ^wkyi cafi pretend no g|eatier merit ta his 
Maye%'8 (f^rvf pe» than ofh^re of the 4.9 offioees $ aad 
io^verthelefs go<Kh about to eivdb a|id reader vaia 
4be faid H&b of Setlfeaiefft and EKpIamtioii: iitorde^ 
Whei*eiHito^ he h^th doub^fe by ftirprist bbtalocd 
4helet4ef8 and warrams afoilefaid ftom his Majdkf^ 
ivhicb ^Wf (^iiaiHrf Huiably conceive he y^ouM 

not 
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nbt have gtantiecl, had be been tightly informed^ 
under that tnifi^ the pieinid^ vmtt ircfted in him bj 
the a)Qs aforefaid; 

Tii^ iiMofon Itiifiibiy bei«ech 3Four cxcedeDcf, 
fkaLtHf jour diodlcincy Rial} ftoc be fatisfied wkb thi^ 
Qiuiii iot wha€ it lAkdgeid in this humble iddt€h €f 
yoBJpptftitkHiei^ they may be admitted by their council 
lb wait upon your excdfency ; and that you wtH be 
pleafed lb maltc m trte repi-efentation to his Majefly^ 
of the whole ftate of this mattery to the end» that 
«iM perfea fe Kttte concerned in the rai>d feicurity^ 
nay Hot cairy away atid appropriate to himfelf die 
Mnaim^ part of iliat fecurity, which the Mi 
eficers have purchafed^ with their own, and the 
blood of their aaceitbrs ; ta^ is by^ two a6b of par- 
lialhebt to be equally divided among them ; and that 
in the mean time, no letters patents be pafled undcf 
the great feal^ in purfuance^ or by virtiie or colour of 
his Mijefty 'S fatd fetters and warraots, or any other 
proceedings made theteupon, till his Majcfty*s furthdr 
pteafure be fignified thctein. 

And 3rour petition's fliadl piray^ SfCn 

O. St. George. Johrt Cole. 

Ran. Clayton. Clanbrafil]. 

Hana Hanylton. R* Coote* 



T^ 
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To the Lord Trcafurcr. 

My Lordy Dublin CalUc, June i, 167^. 

I Herewith fend your lordfliip a petition of the 4^ 
officers, being a matter, whereupon I had long 
ago reprefented my thoughts to his Majefty, and re- 
ceived a fecond and third command. I told them I 
would meddle no further in it, and therefore they- 
muft purfue their bjufinefs in England -, and that I 
would fend over a copy of their petition, but that 
they muft fet it on foot there by their own agents. 
That your lordfliip may know the whole ftate of the 
matter, I have here inclofed copies of the king's 
three letters, and alfo a copy of my own letter to my 
lord of Arlington, bearing date the 5th of February, 

167:. 

Your lordfliip will alfo herewith receive copies of 
two of his Majefty's letters, for pardoning the year's 
value to my lord Kingfton and Sir George Lane ; 
wherein I (hall make no progrefs, till I hear further 
from your lordfliip. Juft as I was writing this, Mrs. 
Willoughby, wife to colonel Willoughby, brought 
me a letter from yourfelf, wherein your lordfliip is 
pl^afed toezprefs your defire of accommodating her 
with 2 or 300I. out of the concordatums ; if it were 
poffible to.be done, I fliould moft readily comply; 
but I do afTure your lordfliip, that there are not above 
fixteen hundred pounds remains for all extraordinary 
occafions whatfoever ; the reft of the concordatums 
being charged with conftant annual payments, fo as 
indeed, the whole remaining within our difpofe, is 
fcarce able to pay for the taking of tories, and fuch 
other works by the by, much lefs for keeping his 
Majefty's houfes in repair, removing ammunition, or 

other 
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other incidents. So as if I do not furnifh her with 
this fum (which however I (hall ufe my beft endea- 
vours, if it can be compafled) 'tis not but of any 
difrefpeA to fulfil your lordfbip's motion, but purely 
becaufe the money is not to be had. 

I am, your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fenrant, 

ESSEX* 



To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June i, 1675. 

IN my laft, I promifed you a further account of the 
Spanish (hip, which was taken in this bay, the 
particulars whereof, and the feveral circumftances 
relating thereunto, you will find in the examination 
herewith enclofed ; and that it may be the more in- 
telligible, happening to have a map by me of this 
port, i have caufed the places to be marked in it, 
where the thing was done. Here was another French 
fliip lately in this port, which brought fome goods 
from France, and owned herfelf to have a commiflion 
to take any of the French king's enemies. She went 
out about three or four days, and is reported to lie at 
Lambay, being an ifland about two leagues northward 
from Hoath. 'Tis believed flie attends the coming 
out of fomfe Dutch (hips who are now in. the harbour 
lading goods, to return home. I perceive the mer- 
chants of this city, are much difturbed with thefe 
proceedings ; but we have none here fkilled in that 
ton of learning, to inform me whether thefe French 

are 
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are By Ae inarihe laws Juftift^d iH wbftt tb^ have 
dohe. Fbk'.ttiy own bart, fpeaking hy gpthf I am 
apt to thihk, that any. fliip withih the bay, is ctoubt- 
hfi unddr hb Majefty' s p'rotelftion^ alid oug^t not to 
be ftized ; it being the fanie caft^ as to take a fhtp 
from thie mouth of the river of Thames : nay, I 
doubt whether his Kfaj^efty may not challenge^ as bis 
chamber^ the whole lea betweerf £hglaiid and Ire- 
land,, the.coafts on both fides being his own; and if 
tb^ wheh any ihit> is turned the Lands-end in Corn- 
wall, flie muft be allowed tb be within his Majefty's 
protefiioi), and cohfequehtly not to be (eized by any. 
However^ if pradice and former precedents have not 
extended his* Mvqzftfs power to thefe large limits^ 
that I imagine ; yet furely for privateers to hover 
about the mouth of one of oar harbours^ as it werte 
befleging them, and ftiting fhips that come in or oui^ 
can hardly be reguhr. I am, I corifefs^ a little apprew 
henfive of ibme affront fh>m thefe French privateers, 
it being eaiy for them to come into the harbour, at 
their pleafure, and there plunder or fire what fliips 
they think St. Nothing, can remedy this, bur his 
Majefty's fending a fmall frigate hither ( one of 
twemy or twenty five guns wilt be bed) to fecure us : 
in former trme» this port was ftldom without one or 
two fuch, and indeed confidering the cuftbms his 
Majefty receives here, which is commonly 30ooor. 
per annnmy I think it may wett de(^rve to be a little 
better looked after. Having thus rcprefented the 
whole, I ihall'hnmbljrfubmit it to his Majefty's c<m- 
fideration, and remain. 

Your moff fa^thfu^ 

humble felrvant, 

ESSEX. 
Tq 
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The examination of James Tanner, gent, fur- 
veyor of the port of Dublin, who being duly fworn 
and examined, faith, that on the 22d of this inftant 
May, a foutll iloop, of about 20 tuns, belonging to 
Breft, one monfieut he Gravell, commands, of 
about twenty years of age, with 36 meo, aild four 
'guns, came to an anchor, within mufqujst ihot of 
land, under Bulk>ck, and conitinued there till the 
;i6th inftant ; aod thea purf44ed a Dutch ihip from 
Norway, coming into the harbour, and Ipft her; 
then came to an anchor under the hill of Hoatb, as 
JBear as /he could lie. 

That on the 19th, a fl>ip coming into the bay, 
from the foutbward, a Spaniib bottom, with te.Q mea 
aboard, from Bilboa, laden with fruits ^nd irons ; 
the (loop weighed, and with the help of her oars, 16 
in number, came up with her, boarded her, and 
clapt fifteen men of his aboard, about 7 o'clock that 
evening. Seven of the Spaniards efcaped before in 
^he boat, at which three guns were fired. The 
Spaniard was about forty tons, and was taken about 
Xwo miles from the Bar, fouthward ; about feven fa- 
thom water ; above a league within the two head- 
lands of Hoath and Bullock About nine that 
evening, the Spanifh .merchant, pilot, and one pri- 
vate feaman, were brought on board the iloop, the 
laft of which, feemed to have his hands tortured with 
matches. She flood ofF to the fea, with the Spanifli 
{hip, about ten that night, with an intention to go 
to her poft. This examinant's caufe of knowledge, 
is, that he came on board the faid fhallop, at the 
very time that the Spaniard was taken. 

Cap. & jurat, coram me James Tanner. 

29 May, 1675. 

John Topham. 

R To 



25^ t E T T E R S 6 F 

To Mr. Scctctofy Covcillty.- 

Sif, Dublin Caftlc, June 2, iSy^. 

THIS gentleman, Mr. Uflicr, will attend yotf^ 
with a report of mine, upon a reference from 
his Majcfty. The report itfelf, together with the 
papers annexed, will fhew you the ftate of the cafe ; 
he being only a private perfon, I conceive, will have 
difficulty enough, in a point of law, to ftruggle 
agatnft a whole fociety, and that of the judges and 
lawyers of this kingdom. I (ball add no more con^ 
cerning the matter thereof, it being fully fet forth in 
the above mentioned papers, but leave it to his Ma** 
jefty*s confideration: 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the lord MaiTareen. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 4, 1675. 

COLONEL Cecil going now to Londonderry, 
I have appointed him to wait on yout lordfhip, 
to difcourfe with you, concerning the beft means of 
fuppreiling tories in that countr'y : he will (hew your 
lordihip my letter of 6rders to him, on that behalf. 

I direded hiy lord cKief juftice to give you an 
anfwer, to feme of your lordfliip's letters, which I 
hope he hath done. I conceive, if fome of the city's 
tenants were minded of their duty, of providing 

arms. 
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lE^ms, for the fecurity of the' '€<>fin(ry, according to- 
the covehants bf ' th<Sr Icsksyitfpe^isMy fuch ; as live, 
ifcar the pfeirts,' whfertJ theferO^fte^ haant, it may do 
welL Loniy apprehend, ^tWat foftie of'thefe. very 
teiKUits thbrafel ve9, may have* a xrorrefpondency 'with,- 
the tories, avhidii if any be fttch, tho/e arms: willbc- 
6f'n<y benefit to the public :^ iani fure men are 
foully beKedj'if ifottie that h^vd leafes frornvthe city, 
do not c^miivie at thefe rbgwried. But your lord-: 
ihip who is ipn-the place, can beft judge, whcmi to 
employ. . ■ : ■ • 

I am^^ yoiir Ibrtlfhip's i : * J.-.-.: 
saoftafedionsite humble fervant, 

••: , -:-:•::•: . : i -•' ESSEX, 

To the Lord Conway. 

My Lofd, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

IPrefume Mr. Godolphin has attended your, lord-- 
{hip, tho' I have fent him away in fome bafte^ 
h6{)ing he might adjuft his bufinefs, fo as to be at 
London whHft the adjournment was, which gave me 
ti6 leifure to write to your lord£hip. Yet my letter 
to my lord treafurer, was fo full, as I conceived it 
would have been fuperfluous to have troubled you 
with any thing upon that fubjed, concluding my 
lord treafurer would not omit communicating that 
letter to you. ' 

- My wife's, from you, tells me,: that your lordfhip 

has fome apprehenfions, whethef, if I go, I (hall fp 

eaflly return again. I have now fpent almoft three 

R 2 years 
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years Krre^ an4 I hope^ tvrith ^M.MI\ «9fl jiiftice; 
but I find At tite.prefcntt thait.fo t^^tif :fajrti^ac». 
will come upon the fl»ge, t0 b^ Atdedyias unle(s,I. 
be a littl<^ upon, the j^ce^ t^ rtf^five 4u«ftions^ it 
will be imjpoffibk for m^ for (He fiUUfta. to-fuj^ioit 
credit and integrity, wiXh that intifeif^fs) as I have 
ever defigned. Bufiaefs «f my omi^ I teure not the^ 
leaft in England, and 'tis purely, upon th^ public 
account, ia order to the fettling tnattnr^ £ar his Ma^* 
jeft]ir'3;fcrvioe, that I go* . If btaiM^jefty Ihoutd^ 
while I am in England, think of another, to govern 
here, the like might happen tho' I ftayed ; but I am 
very confident, if your lordlhip'feribuiljr.cQiifiders the 
heads that are t6w to* -be tranftAed^ you cannot 
but judge it fit, that I were at the debate of them : 
and^ i£ good rules be fixed touching thefe mean 
points, I doubt not, but one year more will go a 
great way, towards the final fettlement of^cbe whol^. 
kingdom ; a work, which I confefs, I have fome 
degree of ambition - 1^ be (Jie perfon who fliould 
perform. 

As for. lords jgftice^i in tny abfence, I have fent 
over I nothing under oiy hand, 'concehriog it were 
reafoaaUe firft to hear^' whether the king intended 
IfhbuM come over.; but direfted Mr. Godolphin, 
to acquaint his Majefty, that there were iK>ne upon 
the* place, but my Idrd chancellor^ and fur Arthur 
Forbefe, nor could I readily think of any more fit 
to ooi>)inate, unlefs the. king fliould cbmmand your 
lordjQiip over, to be.clnit in that ooomiffiofi. 

As. to. my lord jchanodlor'a being one, 'tis doubt* 
lefs neceflary, except 1 fhould declare an abtblute 
breach with kirn ;. for if yoji look into the lifts of 
lords juftices for an fauhdried years, you will ever find 
•the chancellor tobet>ne; unlefs i( were, in the late 

Icri 
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lord of StrafFord's time, in 1639. My lord Dillon, 
and fir Chriftophcr Waiidesibra, were juftices, but 
the reafon of omitting the chancellor then, was the 
difputc between him and my Jdrd of Strafford, for at 
that time, my lord of Strafford, and he, Were at 
difference !&b6ut fettling of that oftate ; and my lord 
chancellor was a prifoner, or went into England to 
anfwer before the council there,. where my • Jord of 
Strafford' himfclf-^were alfo.prefent,' fo as then,. he 
could npt be-: Jiiftice* Afterward^ in 1640, fir 
WilliamrPaHbiis, ^nd fir John fiorlace, were made 
lords juftices,r^alid the chanpeUor rwas theft.Qmi|ted, 
the grouiid' whereof wasy-l)bcaufer the lord chan- 
cellor Boltoa WHS then under .lad impeachment by 
ihe houie of commons : . befidesj.i conceive there 
will be "no- bttfineft, but mattere of courfe^' pafs 
while' I am away* 'Fot the makli^ of ono fingle 
d^ucy, lamfdr inartyireaibilSy^'tod.lacge to:.bii in- 
ferted in. this'ietiser, ^utteiiy agaircfl: it. MrJ Godol^- 
pbih will fHirth^ri^dtfcourfe.wrth ybur lordfbip, con*- 
cferniftg thidimatteii The papers which were tranf- 
mitted to yoii,* being fome inftniAions ^to fir/ Arthur 
Jorbefe, flia^-itifficiently convinpe-you of myiiintcii- 
tions, relbtiflg -toi the royal regiment ; but fuppofing 
I (hall qaid:)y:g0'overj I lyould .be glad to imabe it 
tey own woirk 5 1 -have long Yefolved, and anvftill of 
'pinion, that ''tis pf importance- to his Majefly's 
Ibrvice, to^' Have' them feparated,* .and fomc. othb 
<tompanies: regimented, ^ to keep conftantly in towir. 
"This you mfay communicate to our friends, you 
utually convcrfe with ; but I apprehend it beft, to 
^e put in e|(ecution, when I am upon the place. 

I am, your lordfhip's mofl 
faithful humble fefvant, 

ESSEX. 

R 3 To 
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To Mr. Godolphin. 

/. iXiblm Caftlcj June 5, x675<: . 

Mr. D. eGodolphiii* ' • • 

IHftvc your's of thcagth -of Majr, Kvhidi gives mo 
an account of : your : arrival at 'Loiidon^ itnd am 
very glad you came ^ fa! timely there. Your fecoiKt 
lettQftetls me, that yau.liave .ccedihie . infounatiaa^ 
that.f^duld I go over .into . England, my lord oS 
Sunderland has ib fcti his buitaefs,'^that J (hall not 
be permiited to .retufn^r but hc^wiU fupcedd i6e ; I 
iR^iih you had told taie.firbnv what hand y6tt had thi9 
advice, that thereby, il^jnight be enabled to guelsjH 
the probability thereoTi: but hafipen .what willy I &all 
not aljteY my. refolutsons.- I have been adw here almoft 
three years, and I :ain confident hai»e done Qothlo^ 
nor fearce fufiered anj^thihgto betlone, iunbe^oung 
myfelf' hitherto ; .but' I find: fq.great. a perplexi^ 
•growing, by reafon dfiiiaSion among his Mi^efty*d| 
minifters, and I do aMcr.difcem, there wiU be alfQf9 
yaft a. work upon mgr hands at Ghrift6i^$ Aext (beijag 
•theriime of the expiraiion df. my:Iord.Ranelagh'6 
contra£i, and the fanji). as unleftj I jcaii cli^irly unr 
decftand his Majefl}^« rpleafme> upon fome of tbefe 
points, and thpfe particulars .be adjuAed whilft I am 
upon the place, it.wUl be iihpoflible. £(>r 0>e to be 
-here for the future,: either with reputation to myfelf^ 
jor. advantage to hia M^efty'« fi^rvkr,. : If my remove 
latthls time fliould be. refolved, I am fure, fliQuld 
there not be a perfon here at.the^cooclufion of the 
farm,, who has hadjinrex))erieoce iaitbe gov^rnmen^ 
and a particular , knowledge of all the covenants re- 
lating to thefe two bargains, and underftands thein 
thoroughly; and befides this, one who will be firm 
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to his Majefty's intereft and profit, the king muft 
iufFer vaftly at the windii!ig uf> of thefe bottoms. I 
have never ambitioufly fought any employment, and 
fince I had this, I confefs, the labour and toil 
tKereof, make me lefs defirous of it, than ever I 
was before ; but come what will, I ihall not much 
concern myfelf. As for my writing to the duke of 
York, % wifh I had done it, but really it never came 
into my .thoughts, and now 'tis too late, for my lord 
Conway being on^ of the juftices, you know I 
mentioned it to you before you went, only I doubted 
he would .not think it worth his trouble to come 
out of England . hither for fo fhort a time : herewith 
is enclofed a letter to you, which you may {hew to 
my lord Conway. 

. If you ihpuld find there be any underhand endea- 
vours to have a deputy in myabfence, I would have 
you ahfolutely oppofe it, for I do very well under- 
.Aand wl^at iflconveniencies will arife from thence ; 
andHL h^ve fome reafon to doubt fuch a thing may be 
Jhammering. 

I am. 

Your moft afiedionate friend, 

. //; ESSEX. 

• .-y ♦. ->. ... 
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To Mr« Godolphin« 

Dublin Csiftle, June 5, 1675. 
Mr. Godolphii). 

YOUR letters, winch gave an account of your 
arrival at London, and cklirery of mine there^ 
I have received, and by tbem do find, ' that I am like 
to be fenc for into England ^ yoa know t»h^n I dif» 
patched you, I would hot under my' own hand fend 
over the names of perfom either to the king, or any 
of his minifters, whpin I propofed here to govern in 
my abfence ; but I cold you ttsere was no body upon 
the place fit to be inlnifted^ a^Wd» juftice^, fave 
only my lord chancellor, and iir Arthur Fdrbefe^ not 
any o^r that I knew of Cfae privy Council here, un- 
left my lord Conway were fent for over ; but At 
only objeftion to my lord Conway's coming overj, 
was^ that I fhould'upon fome occ^fidns want him 
there in England, in regard of the intimate acqilain* 
tance he has with my lord treafurer ; my lord Rane- 
lagh, I conceived, could not poiTibly be away, whei^ 
jefolutions were to be taken concerning the revenue^ 
and for that reafoii I named him not at all ; there- 
fore, if the king does continue his pleafure of fending 
for me ovcrjj I conceive either my lord chancellor and 
fir Arthur Forbcfe, or my lord chan^ellpr and lord 
Conway, or all three of them, •may be very proper 
to be Juilices ; this*^ as you fi^d moft agreeable to hi^ 
Majefty's liking. 

You qiay alfo do well to difcourfe with my lord 
Conway, and fee what his inclinations are, for tho* 
he may be of much ufe to me in England, yet if he 
have any defire to be one pf the lords Juftices, I 
Ibould be very glad to havebiin here, being a per6>n 

that 
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that I dare triift, and one very proper to be joined 
with my lord chancellor. 

I am, 

your moft aiFe£lionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

To Sir Arthur Capel. 

Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 
Dear Brother, 

I Have your's of the 29tb inftant, which, tells me^ 
that you had feen Mr. Godolpbin, butwilb^ that 
I bad confulted frien|Is in England, befote that I 
took the fudden refolution, as to that: matter I fent 
btm about ; the refolution ws^s not fudden, for I had 
thoughts of it, I am fore, above a- month or Ax 
weeks before i and 'ti$ impoffible for any one to give 
me advice in England, fince they cannot know the 
ftate and condition of things here, fo well as I 
myfelf : for my own part, unlefs I can fupport my 
place with honour and credit, I had rather lay it 
down. And I fee fuch multitudes of perplexities 
growing on, and alfo there are fo many particulars 
pf moment to be confiilted, concerning the final 
jfettlemeAt of this country^ that unlefs I be upon 
the place, when condufions on fome ^f thefe heads 
are made, I cannot poflibly* be at eafe in the future 
management of aiFairs here. I fuppofe it will not be 
long ere I (hall be preparing for my journey, and 
fill I fee you» there will be ho need of afifweringthe 

other 



266 LETTERS OP 

other particulars in your letter, only I deflre you tm 
tell Mr. Harbord, I have his of the fame date with 
your's. 

I am. 

Your moft afFeAionate brother, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

I Have received yours of the 29th inftant, toge- 
ther with the enclofed petition : it will afk fome 
little time to fpeak with your lordfhip's partners, 
and the farmers of Cork-houfe, and advife a little 
with the king's council ; but I hope on Friday next 
to give you an anfwer. 

I am, your lordfhip^s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 8, 1675. 

I Have no bufinefs of importance to acquaint you 
with, only that fome tories have of late been very 
troublefome in the counties of Wexford,. Cather- 
lougb, and the parts adjacent ; I ordered three com- 
panies of foot, to fend out files of men, as they faw 

occafion. 
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«ccafioiiy for fuppreiTiDg of ;tfaem, af^d di(|>atched fir^ 
ThcQphtlus Jones's troop down on t)^ fame deiign j 
as ^Iforibm^ orders went to one or two .of tbe apti-i.. 
ent^ftnPiiUti^. captains, direding thetn^taraife a com?, 
p^tcof:.; itttflib^r of tjieir men, and purfui? <thenii t 
like¥^ii^ fept. letter^ ,.^0 the feveral flieriiF^ of thofe 
couKicies,. mjinding them it was their duty. to. keep h^ 
^ajefiy'^ peace, an^ to raife the country upon; thof(; 
iniibhjevpius people; . : . . . 

Captain Winckfo,^^, one of the commiilioners of 
the treafury, and a. miilitia captain of the county of 
W.exford, . had the gopd fortune to light on one party 
^f th.em, who fired firft upon him, and .fhot. himfelf^ 
and feveral of his men through their cloaths^.but jio 
hurt done ; he firing again at them, killed one, upon 
^tu^b^ereft fled, .and in. the purfuit.he,took ano- 
ther, w^h fix olf tjjeir horfesi tl^e .man r killed, 
proves 't2p.be a murtherer, and likewife b^ who is 
takei), i$ a man condemned for former mmrthers. 
Thefe la^ylefs people )iave been fo bold, as to fen^ tq 
feveral gentlemen, requiring them, at aiceftgin time, 
to fumifh them with, fum^ of monej,. or ofherwjfe 
they would fire their houfes ; they have done the Hl^e 
alfo to divers little towns in the country, and forced 
them to their deqi^andsj; thofe wka have ^refufed, 
they. h^ye fet fire to tjieir. i\oufes ^ fome people alfo 
they Ji^ve mmrfhered i \he feport$ ih Dublin dp make 
thei|i tp ,be threefcpre,, (omp.fay a hundred in a body ; 
but yefterday, by an account fr om fir Thepphilus 
Jones, who is now on the place, I hear, that the 
poife IS: ^^.^ ^o gr^t ^P ^^^ country .a^ is reported 
here -, that indeed there are three or fpii^ parties of 
them, of eight or.tei^ pien in a party, an.d 1^9 mpre^ 
J queftion not, in a ibort time, by the courfe J haye 
^^dy taken, they will be fuppreff ^ but in cafe they 

ihould 
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fliould ioatafe in their numbers, I muft be forced to 
commiffionate feme aftive perfon, as a marfhal, and 
fend among them to execute martial law on thefe 
offenders, this being the laft remedy, and a little be- 
yond the ordinary proceedings at lavir, tho* ufually 
done in this kingdom, on like occafions, I am 'loath 
to put it in pradice till forced by neceffity. - There 
are others out in the northern parts of this kingdom; 
divers of them have been lately killed, aiid {eVetti 
alfo taken by the people, who generally rife! upon 
ehem ; the reafons why we hear fo much of thefe 
outrages, at this time, I conceive to be, .firft, be^ 
caufe feveral of the gaols have been lately broke, and 
the rogues there, got out. 

Secondly, divers men have aflembled themfelves^ 
from all parts of this kingdom, in the counties of 
Cork and Kerry, defigning to fliip themfelves, as 
foldiers, fot Frahce, fottie whereof did go on board 
two French fhips coming on that coaft ; but others 
miffing of their pafTage, have ran in and joined 
with thofe, who they heard were robbing in the 
country. 

Thirdly, a number of thefe people, with which 
this country always abound, iand who never work, 
but live only by colhering up and down, pinched 
with fcarcity of corn, do now follow this wicked 
courfe of life. 

I had not troubled you v^ith fo long an accoont, 
upon this fubje£t, which indeed is not worth fending 
you, but Only fearing fome bufy people might write 
qver into Englahd, and reports come to his Majefty's 

car, 
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ear, which if they Ihould, this letter will clear the 
truth. 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



.: : : . To the- Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord^ Dublin Caftle, June 9, ^€75. 

THIS day, at near .twelve o'cldcj:, 1 received 
two packets oitt bf England, one of the firft, 
and another of the fiftli of June. Thie tide not 
ferving for our boats til! three in the afternoon, I 
was unwilling to let it go off without a line or tw6 
to your lordihip. When I fcnt over Mr. Godolphii^ 
I told him, and direded him to keep a memorandum 
thereof in writing, that there were no perfons upoh 
the place proper to be lords juftices but my lord 
Chancellor and Sir Arthur Forbefe ; and unlefs the 
Iting would think fit to fend back my lord Conway^ 
and fo conftitute my lord Chancellor and lord Con- 
way, I could not tell whom to think of to nomi- 
nate. This I did, intending, that after 1 (hould 
have an anfwer concerning my own going, I might 
then formally prefent fuch names to his Majefty*s 
cohdderation, as might be proper to fupply the place 
in my abfence : but my letters this day inform me, 
that his Majefty had not taken any refolution concern- 
ing my coming, interrupted, I fuppofe, by the heats of 
the parliament -, and yet the perfons to be employed 
here in my abfence, are difcourfed of on that fide 

the 
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thewtter. I do therefore take the liberty td .i^-J 
quiint your lordfhip with my fenfe on this fubjdd, 
which is, that either my lord Chancellor and my 
lord Conway, or my lord Chancellor and Sir Arthur 
Forbefe, or all three together, may do very well. I 
have not the higheft opinion in the world of my lord 
Chancellor's integrity (this being more than ever I 
have put under my hand before, I defire your lord* 
Ihip to keep private to yourfelf ) but yet fhould he, 
by my advice, be left out . of Hhis commiflion, it 
would, I know, occafion an abfolute breach between 
him and me, which would not be fo convenient for 
his Majcfty*s fervice : therefore I conclude, that if 
he be yoked with a good man, it may do well ; 
efpecially fince care may be taken that nothing but 
things of courfe {hall pafs duriilg that little time I 
ihall be abfent. As for a deputy, I am upon many 
confiderations utterly againft it ; and I hope his 
Majefty, who has by his commiiTion under the gteat 
leal, impowered me to make a deputy upon occafion, 
will not impofe it. I do not often trouble your lord- 
ihip with trivial things ; and indeed I prefume I 
need not, well knowing that your lordfhip will not 
have regard to little reports : yet, however, one of 
my letters giving me intimation, as if fome perfon had 
told your lordfhip that I had fent to my lord of Ar- 
lington a copy of the letter which I wrote to your 
lordfhip, I take this occafion to acquaint your lord- 
ihip, that if any thing of this nature has been told 
you, it is an abfolute lie ; for I never wrote one 
fyllable to my lord of Arlington, nor fent a copy of 
this letter to any man living : neither fince my lord 
of Arlington was out of the Secretary's place, have I 
communicated to him the mofl minute particular re- 
lating to any publick concern of this country. And 

therefore 
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therefore I humbly befeech your lordfhip to recollcft 
ivith yourfelf who Ihould infinuate any fuch matter, 
and then I doubt not but you will efteem of them, 
whoever they are, as defigning mifchief to us both.- 

I am, your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To the lord Treafurer, 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675, 

AFTER I had ended my other letter herewith 
enclofed, 1 received the favour of yours of 
the firft of Junei I do fomewhat wonder how the 
report of coming over could arrive before Mr. Godol- 
phin ; for I affure your lordfliip, I never confulted 
with any in England upon this fubjed, nor commu- 
nicated my thoughts to any on that fide the water, 
till thefe letters were difpatched : I rather believe 
that fome cafual report of my remove might happen 
to be fpread by accident three or four days before 
Mr. Godolphin reached London, than (hat any one 
could know that I offered to his Majefty's confidera* 
tion the fending for me to attend him. I know very 
well how difficult it is in this age, among fo much 
fadion as now reigns, to fupport a man*s felf from 
being mifchieved by one or other : but I have ever 
purfued his Majefty's concerns in a direft courfe, 
wherein I queftion not but I (hall have all honeft 
and upright men to ftand by me. And there being 
one of fp much integrity, as him to whom I make 

this 
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this addxefs, in a great place and favour, I can vrntf 
doubt of g^ing through with the propofals I bayeta 
make for the publick good and final fettlement of ths 
kingdom ; which wa$ all the defign I had in xnj heart 
in making this journey. Your lord&ip will be 
pleafed to accept this letter as written in amch hafie, 
and believe me to be with all reality. 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fcrranty 

ESSEX 



To the Lord Conway« 

My Lord, Dublin Caftic, June 9, 1675V 

I Have juft now received yours of the firft of June^ 
and the going off of the packet, gives me not 
an hour's time to write to you, and to make feverat 
other difpatches which yet I am loth to hinder, in 
regard the wind favours ; fo as 'tis with much hafte 
I return your lordfhip this letter. 

In the firft place, I can affure yoUr lordfliip, that 
the fear of loilng any employment (however my 
defires of being ferviceable to his Majefty in my 
generation are as Jealous as any man's wbatfoever) 
hath n^ver in any meafure entered into my thought; 
at lead not fo as by the apprehenfion of that, to 
make mje do any thing inconfiftent with my duty. 
I do not well underftand how that the reprefenting 
to his Majefty the important points which muft be 
fettled in order to the government of this kingdom^ 
^nd hiumbly offering to his confideration, whether it 

may 
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may not be convenient, that at the debate of them, 
I were jperfohally prefent, can be conftrued as a defire 
of mine to come over, further thaii that I conceived 
it of concernmtnt to the publick, that in thefe 
weighty affairs his Majefty may have true informaiion 
before a refult be taken in the whole. For my own 
part, the journey will be both troublefoiiie to me, aiid 
vc^y chargeable ; and, I confefs, to my own parti- 
cular conceriis, 1 am very well where I am : where- 
fore, a man of fo low a foul, as to regftrd ohly hift 
own private intereft, would^ I am fure, were he in 
my ftation, rather employ all the friends he had to 
bbftruiSl this journey, than any way either to propofe 
bt promote it. 'Tis thfe misfortune of this prying 
Vgc, thiat no one in great place can offer any thing, 
but all people do judge there is fomcthing of defign 
or remote end; oilier than v^hat is vifible to the world; 
however, I fcari afture your lordfhip, that I never 
tconfuited with any in England upon this fubje^, but 
have calmly reafoned the point with myfelf more thah 
a ihonth together, and am convinced, that the feve- 
ral particulars ihftahced in my letter to the Kihg, 
are of fo miicH moment^ as if the intention on that 
fide the water be to bring this kingdom to a thorough 
Settlement, and to render it of that ufe and advan- 
tage, which it mdy be to his Majefty's other domi- 
nions, thofe two ends may be beft attairicd by my 
perfdnal prefence there for a little time. I 2m' his 
Majefty's fefvant, and Chall in all things puhQually 
"obey his commands : and having offered my opinion 
to the King, his pleafure (hall guide me in all that 1 dc, 
either in coming or flaying, I wrote my thoughts freely 
to your lordfiiip, tho' in mvich hade, and lema n. 
Your Lordlhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
S To 
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To Mr. Godolphin. 

Diibltn Caftk^ Jane ^, 1675^ 
Mr. Godolphin^ 

YOURS of the firft and 5th of June, are botft 
corne^ ancf having; very little time, which I am 
loth to lofe, to difpatch you an anfwer by thfs poff, 
I can only fay this, that I had for feveral weeks 
confldered of the propofing of my going over in thi» 
conjundure> and was convinced, that it woufd be 
both of importance to his Majefty^s fervice, and for 
rny own eafe in the ftiture management of affairs 
liere. As for faAions at court, '^tis not my bufinefs 
to engage with any, but purely ta purfue^ tke King's^ 
commands^ and hold my correfpondence whh thofe 
himlelf fhall dircdl. For the making a deputy here,^ 
I am utterly agaiilft it j^ therefore I would have you 
intereft all my friends whatever to obftrud it, as 
any late letter of the 5th told you v befides, my com- 
miffion does impower me to confiitute a deputy ift 
jny abfence. Tho*, I prefume, no man in his wit» 
would atteitipt to nominate any one, or lords Juflices,. 
without the King's approbation ^ yet I hope, and 
doubt not, but his Majefty has fo much favour for 
me, as be will not, while my commifTion lafts, im^ 
pofe any on me without my rccomrriendatlon^ Ufe 
Sir Henry Capcl's or Mr. Harbord's cypher to de- 
cypher this. I do conceive it of much importance 
to his Majefty's aiFairs, a little to divide my lord 
Treafurer and my lord Ranelagh, and that for my 
iord Treafurer's fervice, the latter of thefe being one 

who 
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who will in the end ruin him 5 but whatever is done 
df this kind, muft be done with great dexterity. 
Pray keep this to yourfeif. 

Your moft affedionate friend^ 

ESSEX/ 
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.: ■ ToMr. Harbord. : ^ 

Mr. HarbbrJ^ Dublin Ciftle, June.^i ^675^ 

I Have juft received yours of the firft.:of Jung^. 
but have (carce time to fay any thing upoi> theiiiu 
As to my journey I aoi Aire 'tis of importance to the 
King's fervice, if: the good of this kingdom be in-' 
tended. It : was no fudden refolution of mine^ but 
long confidered of; but Vhether I go or rtot^ ot 
whether I go or remain^ I will approve myfelf a pkin 
bonefl: mail. Pray tell my brother I have his of ;be 
5th inftant, together with another with a parchment 
writing enclofed, but have only time to acknowledgi^ 
them. I aiQ, 

Your moft affeftionatc friend, . 

ESSEX. 
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To Mr. Harbord. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, June 12, i6{^5. 

AT the writing of my laft letter, I had fo little 
time, as I could then fay- no more to you than 
what I did. It is very pleafant to fee what wild 
COnjedures men have at the grounds of my pror 
pofing a journey iqto England, when the matter it- 
felf is fo plain, and to any right reafoner fo obvious. 
My lord Ranelagh's contrad, and alfo the farm is 
near determining, and at Cbriftmas next all reckon- 
ings muft be m^de tip with them. I have not fpent 
my time fo idly here, as not to underftand their 
feveral covenants ;. but I do find a vaft work will 
then be upon my hands to adjuft all accounts, and 
many queftions will arife upon feveral claufes in their 
contra£t. I would therefore be glad, before he comes, 
a little to acquaint his Majefty with the ftate of af^ 
fairs as they will then ftand, and receive his direc- 
tions concerning divers particulars, and fums which 
will then be claimed : but if his Majefty had rather 
conclude himfelf in relation to tbofe two great bar- 
gains, only by hearing my lord Ranelagh and the 
farmers, who- are the parties concerned againft htm, 
without permitting ^ny one who undcrftands the in- 
trigue of the whole, to fpeak in his own behalf, I 
9m very well fatisfied. ^efide$ this, upon the con<** 
cl^fions of thofe great farms, there will be confider 
rable alterations in the frame of all things here, and 
an opportuifity will then be of reducing the kingdom 
to a final fettlement. This couittry has been per- 
petually rent and torn fince bis Majefty'a refiora- 
tibn. I can compare it to nothing better than the 
^ijigin^ the reward uooi^ the death of a deer among 
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a pack of hounds, where every one pulls and tears 
what he can for himfelf : for indeed, it has been 
no other than a perpetual fcramble^ If then it be 
thought the wifer way of government, to let it con- 
tinue fo, and by the infecurity and hazard all men 
are in, in relation to their eftatcs, expofcd on every 
opportunity to hew infurreftions and rebellions, and 
by this incertain condition to hinder all improvements 
both of private fortunes, and confequently of his 
Majefty*s revenue too 3 then if mifchief do come, or 
fo good an account cannot by the chief governor be 
given of the flourifhing ftate of that province under 
his charge, as himfelf wiflies, let it reft on thofe 
men's fliouidcrs who arc unwilling iiis Majefty iliould 
come to a true knowledge of hjs affairs. And for 
my own part, having mad« recital of the feveral 
iieads, and offered (as by the duty -of my place I am 
1)Ound) my affiftance in fettling of them, I liav-e 
difcharged my confdence^ and (hall difquiet myfelf 
•no further, whatever the fuccefs be. Did I regard 
my own particular gains, this journey would never 
have come rnto my thoughts, being very well in the 
llation where I am j and I do kinow t)y my going 
over fome hazard wijl be run <Jf ?ofing my em- 
ployment 1 but when fo great .9 good as the final 
Settlement of a whole kingdom may be compaffed, 
(and the article of time for effcfting this is now 
conie, if a right means be ufed thereui]|<o) I do not 
v«lue the hazarding jpf ten fuch places, in baljanoe 
to the com{^eating of io advantageous a work. 
However, as I haj^e ndt defired Mr. Oodolphin to 
prefs my coming, fo neither could I wift you to do 
•it, but let it e*cn take its pwn courfe. Having no- 
bbing ^rtber to write, I remain 

Your moil affeftionate friend, 

ESS E X. 
S4 Tq 
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To Sir Hcary CapcK 

Dublia Caftle, Ji^i^ ^2, 1675^ 
Dear Brother, ♦ 

IH A P not leifure to vritie to you by ^he laft, 
and therefore I dl^cacd Ht, HaiKbord. ta ayc-J 
knowledge the receipt of your letters. Thic various 
conjcfturcs that men have of my comiag oyer, an4 
their guefTea at the reafons why I il^^ujd proppfe it, 
are as ridiculous as any thi^ I have ever naqt with* 
The truth is, this age i>'fo (ubtte, th^t *^p hard for 
any nia^ iiving in it to kelieve there, is ooc plaia- 
dealing man left in the world. I nev^c confulted, aajf 
one i.n England whatever C!pi3kcerni^g[ ray g<wg. v ap4 
there is but one ftxig^e per'fon on this fide xlbifi wajter 
yrho knew it, till I had difpatcheid Mr. Gcxiplphia 
(wherefore I would be glai that ypurfelf and Mr* 
Harbord. would enquire oUt who were the authors of. 
tha,t report of my being Cent for, four dajs before 
Mr. Godolphin reached London.) I debated the, mat- 
ter caliply.wjjth myfeif, at leaft one month before I 
^ook th^ refolution ; and finding clearly^ that tfaeri^ 
will be now an % opportunity of fettling this poor 
country ia ^uiet and eaft, if the King;f9 think fitt 
I thought it worthy the 9ff^rinj my fepjfe vpon that 
fubjciEt, %hd the propofing my cibpiin|^ ovier, ip ordec 
.to a gres^t an(i good endf^ I have fpent now almoQ; 
three ycar> here, to ^nform myfdf of the' true ftate' 
of this kingdom, arid tl\o feyeral interefts^ thefcm:; 
and I hope 1 have not been in. uAprofitable obierver 
of all matters relating tp the conftitutioiM oi^ this gjo^ 
vcrnment. When I entefcd- upop niy qharge, I 
came from a retired, life, and never b^d apjj' thing of 
this nature^co^nmitt^d to my truft j jirid it was a' 

hazard. 
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haxard whether I would be able to perform it, fo as 
inight be for his Majeily^s fervife. If there were 
Nothing more than this in the cafe, that his M^- 
jefty, having put a man unexperienced in govern- 
ment, intip the greateft command he has to give, 
wliere he has refided near three years, and his Ma- 
jefty ibould think lie tadiftpurfe with him, and try 
if in this time be underftapcls thpfe aiFa^rs whicl\ 
have been un(ier his charge, and would hear him upoi^ 
fome debates fit tl^e committee for Iri^ bufinefs, to 
£itisfy himf^lf whether he be a man that has ufed 
diligence in his ea>ployment, an^ endeavoured to make 
titrnfelf n>after in the knowledge of that country, 
and has parts and capacity thereunto : if, upon thefe 
trials, the |!ltng ^ould find this perUfti ignorant, and 
not able to (peak feiife in the concern^ of that king- 
dom, it were doiibtlefs reafonable he be immediately 
removed, and apot her fent that would ferve better. 
3ut if his Majefty fliould find, that his chief gover*' 
nor has been ihduftrious to inform himfelf of the 
fiate of aH things under his command, and has been 
virtuou| and true to him in the difcharg^ of his 
duty, this may confirm his Majefty in his choice, 
and he may- with honour be fent b^^ck again to the 
government, as being capable to do his Majefty mor^^ 
fcrvice in that poft, than any other. If there were, 
I fay, no more than this in the cafe, it were ground 
ftifficient for his Majefty to deflre to fpeak with himl 
But if over and above all this, there is now an arti- 
cle of time approaching, wherein great good may be^ 
done to this cpuntry, and I have preparedL myfelf to 
make propofals thereunto, it feems a moft wonderfuV 
thing to me, what fliouId be the reafon that hi$^ 
Majefty fliould (truple the fending for me over ; and 
as ftrange that men fliould conjecture and have wild 
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notions, as if I were put upon this journey by fome 
or other who intend to mifchief nie» and that I hsid 
over-reached myfelf therein : the plain truth bein; 
^o more than this, that I find confiderable matters 
may be done, ^nd the feafon of putting them into 
fBxecutibn draws near ^ therefore I have offered my 
fervice to bk Majefty, to be prefent at the debates of 
them. And if the King like of my coming, I atm 
i-eady, and if not, having difch^rged my duty, I have 
po more to fay. As to Mr. Godolphin's difcourfing 
with you or Mr. Harbord upon this fubje£t» he was 
not at all forbidden : ^nd, I copfefs^ I am much ^ 
cafe now that my letters are delivered ; for if I be 
commanded to come, I (enow it may conduce to the 
good of the ^Liogdom ^ and jif I do not go over, and 
imy mifchief or irregularities happen to be done, le^ 
ihem bear the b)ame who take upon them to eftablilh 
^ules for the govefnmipnt of this kingdom. By the 
next I (hall returo you the writings you fent ov^r, 
as a}fo a particular of my brother Ned'$ eftate, tbq 
Jatter of which I thought I had fent long ago^ 

Ypur mod affei^ionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

f o the Earl of Orrery. 

My Lord, publip Caftle, June i^, 1675. 

I Have received- your lordfliip'sof the 4^h of June, 
and am much pleafed to hear that you are fafely 
jiffived at the end of your journey. You |ind mat- 
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ters in great diforder at London ; and I confefs, I do 
with fome trouble apprehend the Ul effoSts that thefe 
difputes between the two houfes may produce, in 
regard that a difcompofufe in parliament is like a 
difeafe which zScSts the heart. I'he parlianieot beings 
the like, of our government, I pray God fend a. 
happy end thereof. As your ]or4(bip hath leifure tQ 
let me know what pafieth, by giving mp accou^it pf 
thi^g?^ you will very much oblige 

Yptjr Lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervast, 

ESSEX, 
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To the Lord Aungier, 

l^y J-.pfd, Dublip Caftle, June 12, 1675, 

I Give your lordfliip thanks fpr the favour of youtit 
of the 5th, which clearly ftates t)ie whole mat- 
ter now in difFerepcc between the two houfes. Mc- 
thinks the affair looks very black and untoward, and 
I have many apprehenfions what will be the end of 
^t. I know not whether I told you in the jaft I 
wrote, that I had ftopt the pafling of the grant to 
the bifhop of Oflbry, mentioned in fome of your 
letters ; and the biihop tells me, that he will fend to 
my lady Cleaveland, to ei^deavpur her confent for ir, 
which till he hath, I am fure it (hall not flir. 
][}aving nothing further to add, I remain, 

your lordfliip's moft faithful bumble fervaht, 

ESSEX, 



To 
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which the commons refufed to aflent unto ; but upM 
their refufiil^ the mayor, aldermen and fheriffs did 
order thofe sl&s of ailembly to be cancelled, purfuant 
td our commands, which wai accordingly dotK^ 
whereupon I gave my lord mayor ^hanks^ aiu! 
told him, that hlmfelf, the aldermen and fbtriSFs had 
done like good and dutiful fubjeds in ihewfng their 
obedtetlce to his Majefty's authority. I do nof 
enough underftand the cuftoms add conftltutlons of 
the city, to judge how regular this i^, which the 
mayor^ aldermen and {herifFs have performed ; but 
here is a very antient man, one Smith, a4 alderman, 
of above thirty or forty years ftanding, who faith, 
there have feveral precedents been in his time, wheif 
the commons have been refractory to the publick 
authority ; that updn thefe occafions the mayor, al- 
derman and iherifFs have done their duty : but becaufe 
1 believe fome or other may be apt to trouble his 
Majefty with particulars relating to this matter, I 
do therefore think it expedient you have a more cxaA 
account \>f their late proceedings. 

My lord mayor, on Wednefday or Thurfday laff,. 
finding there were many of the aldermen in the town^ 
invited ten or twelve of them, men uningaged in the 
late troubles of the city, being none of them eithet 
of the eight excluded, or of the foUr who ir)-egularly 
turned them out ; and after dinner he' acquainted 
them, that the city lay under great reproach of dif- 
obedience to his Majefty^s authority, in regard they 
had not complied with an order of the lieutenant and 
council, empowered by his Majcfty's fpecial com- 
mand, to determine fome differences which formerly 
had been among them ; and further, that the revenue 
was almoft brought to ruin, feveral perfons having 
futLs at law againft them, and none authorized as an 

agent 
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igent to ajnfwer them, judgment had been given upon 
mbil dicit in feveral caufes, and executions ifliied to 
difpoflefs them of thieir lands and other revenues, by 
vrbieh means the corporation in time would be to«- 
tfidly deftfoyed, Whereupon aldermian Smith, the 
moft antient among them, told the reft,: it was his 
opinion that they (hould once more call an affimibly, 
amd. try if the commons would do what was (it; and 
fliottld they refufe, he conceived, that the aldermen, 
if the iberiffs would join therein, might in fuch a ' 
cafe perform their diity, and not (iiffer the city to be 
undone through the ftubbornnefs and faction of focne 
few little people; and offered feveral precedents vAxtn 
the like had been formerly praAifed* So on Friday 
following an aflembly was accordingly called, and^thc 
matter paiTed there as before related* . There were 
eighteen aldermen prefent, who all concurred in theif 
obedience to Our order, the iheriiFs likewife joining 
with them ; then they required Sir John Tottie and 
Crofts, as clerks of the Tholfel, to crofs the books, 
and obliterate tbofe entries therein made, which, by 
Our order are directed to be cancelled. Sir John 
Tottie refdVngy they degraded him from being an 
alderman, and likewife voted him out of his place as 
clerk of the Tholfel ; and for the moiety of the pro- 
fits belonging to him, they direded ah account to ba 
kept thereof, and the money to be employed to tho 
publick nfe of the city. 

Now,, becaufe Alderman Smith is the perfon diat 
propofed this courfe, it may not be amifs to give you 
a juft charaSer of the man : he is one aged near 
/ourfcore years, and has always been reputed a maa 
of great integrity and loyalty.; an eminent inftancc 
of the latter, he gave, as I am told, when my lord 
Ormond delivered ^ the fword to the parliament 

aommijffioneri 
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commifiQhen hhb : l» happciiiiq; then t^ te ttitjiv; 
csme to the couiicil table^ md iKquaibicil ioa^ imd 
^f Ormonri^ thak it was geiientf|f iftpoited in town, 
and fpread &> far, as no man dosbtfd ir^ that hts ex- 
cellency intended todeliter up the gov^rnin^iit to the 
IjRrtiteneflt : that hk came to acquaint hh hMrdfliipj 
that himfelf was intrufted with the King's fword ef 
ihe.city^ and that be ivould not refign it to rebels. 
Wheretipon my loxd of OcmOnd gave hiai tonA 
tiiecky and ordered him to withdraw ; but upon fur* 
tber cooftderation, bis brd&ip and the couacil 
thought fit to call faim in again^ and to tonunend 
him for the felqlution hb bad (hewed in tiiaintaining 
bis Majefty*! authority i and withal read the lettet 
Irom his'MaJefty, requiring the lord lieutenant to 
deliver tip the fwhrd to th^ <x>atmiffi6ners impowered 
by the parliament of England ^ whereupon he faid 
he would fubmit* How ti'Ue this is, you may inform 
yourfelf on the placc^ my lord of Ormdod being 
with you, )>ut you have it as it has been related to 
ine. On tb6 other fide^ Sir John Tottie, who hat 
been the principal incendiary in this city^ was A 
trboper tnatiy years in Grbmweirs army^ a maa 
wretchedly poor, and has patched up himfelf by pre- 
fents and btherwife, bat of colledions Horn feverd 
corporations of the city, to encourage and promott 
thofe brotjs which have been among thehi* 

This letter, I cbnfefs, is unreafonably tedious ; 
but believing there will not want fome men on that 
fide the water, as my lord privy feal by name^ to affift 
thipfe tedious people, if they b^ing a complaint there, 
I conceive it no leis than necefiary you Ihoulcf be ior 
formed of all the circumftanoes relating to thefe pro- 
ceedings i and therefore, if motions fhbuld be made to 
his Majefty in behalf of Sir Jol^ Tottie and his 

crew. 
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crew, I only defire they may be left to law. Having 
nothing further to add, but to beg your excufe for 
tbis fo long letter, I remain. 



Your moft faithful 

humble fervant. 



ESSEX. 



To the Lord Treafurer. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1675. 

HAVING formerly troubled your lordfhip 
with feme accounts of the diforders of this 
city of Publin, and the feveral means 1 have ufed 
to bring them to quiet, gives me occaflon to acquaint 
you with the further proceedings which have of late 
i>een amongft them. 

Yefterday my lord mayor, with^eighteen aldermen, 
and the fheriffs, appeared before me in council, 
giving us an account, that on Friday laft, at an 
aflembly of the city, the mayor and aldermen, once 
again propofed, the cancelling thofe entries in their 
books, which by our order, were required to be 
obliterated, and the commons refufing to comply 
therewith, they thought it their duty, talcing the 
IheriiFs along with them, who therein likewife con- 
curred, to fee our orders executed ; and that ac- 
cordingly, all thefe ads of aflembly were rafed, fo as 
the city have among themfelves, now complied with 
«ur command : how regular this proceeding has been, 
T in 
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in cefadon to the cuflmns «nd jiraaibeiof tbi tity, t 
am not able to judge, dio' fome of the cMeft ^ 
men do faj, they have good pfc^edfwts for it 5 »d 
that fcveral times, when the commons have been re- 
fraaory, the maybr, aidenncn, and (hcriffs, have 
done their parts, in yielding obedience to public 
authority. I am apt to per^Aiade rayfclf, that fomc 
petitions may be brought to his Majefty in England, 
upon this matter, and the gather, becaufe fir John 
•Tottic, being one of the clerks of the Tholfcl, and 
yefufingto obey tlic order of the" mayor, aldermen, 
and ftieriffs, was by them (degraded from being an 
alderman, andalfo t^M pft of the clerk of the 
TholfeFs place -/but Ihould any complaints ofttjs 
nature; b« n^e w tjyt fide f he waters U*)*7 
^opjjHvpi^Ws.M?9f*y'^.beftj»i|feb ^Mv«*«^^ 
^irisfn^dyat bw>:V|lii^ tody I ¥WmW i^^^t 
^ind ^ IMP fui^fi^< 



I am, your lordfhip's 

' '' mpft faJt^I hmnl^le ferv;ant, 



ESSEi 



Tf 
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' To SirH^Afy Capd. 



Dublin Caftlc, June J5, 16^5, 
pear Brother, 

I HAVE yours of the 8th, which gives me notice, 
that the queftion between my lord of Ormond, 
^nd the commiffioners of the treasury here, h referred 
to me I the letter is come, tho' not yet brought to my 
hand, and I am told there i$ a claufe in it, which 
has ordered, that the nx»ney in controversy be depo- 
iited, till the matter be deterhiined ; I confefs I 
.could have wi&ed, that this affair had received its 
Judgment in England $ yet, however, fincc 'tis hiJ 
M^efty'? pleaftire to appoint me to conclude it, 1 
ih^ to the Vlt: of my ki^owledge do r^ht in tjie cafe 
to the .perfpns concerned. 

Pray let Kin Harbord and Mr. Godolphin know, 
that I have both theirs of the fame date with yours^ 
but there being nothing of confequcnce to write to 
either of them, I only, by you, ackaowledge thc^ 
Jfftters, remaining ever. 



Your moft alTcflionate brother, 
ESSEX. 

T2 tm 
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To the Lord iConway. 



My Lord, Dublin C^ftltj June 19, 1675. 

I HAVE yours of the 12th, wherein you mention 
fomething of my lord Caftlehavei), whom I think 
one of the ftrangeft men in the world, for I gave 
order, that his patent fhould pafs, according to the 
intimation of my lord treafurer's letter, and he 
employs no man to purfue his budnefs, and yet is 
complaining that it goes not on : for any thing I 
^rote to his lordfhip, I am not much concerned who 
fees it. 

The refult of the council, concerning my coming 
over, I have received, but I confefs, I cannot but 
much wonder at a claufe in the letter, for calling of 
a parliament here, againft the firft of September, it 
being utterly imprafUcable, and alfo inconvenient, 
and therefore I pannot imagine (there being none of 
the council then 'prefent, it confiding of Keeper, 
Treafurer, Lauderdale, and the two fecretaries, who 
could pretend truly to underftand the affairs of this 
kingdom within itfelf ) what perfon it fliould be that 
did propofe it : the time of calling a parliament, is 
one of the. moft material circumftances relating there- 
unto ^ and t am certain, I never commiffionated either 
your lordfhip, or my lord Ranelagh, to name the 
time, bein^ fully convinced, that a parliament cannot 
be of any ufe to his Majefty's fervice, till the next 
year. I could fend a whole bundle of reafons, if it 
were material, and among the reft, one, that his 
Majefty was ever of opinion not to have a parliament 
here, and another in England, fitting at the fame 
time ; and there being but fix weeks between the firft 
of September and the thirteenth of Oftober, I am 
' * furc 
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fure little or nothing can be done in fo fhort a 
fpace. 

Since your lordfliip, by your letter^ deiires, rather 
to keep where you are, than to come over, I have 
nominated my lord chancellor. and fir Arthur Forbefe, 
to be juftices in my abfence. I am now in very good 
hopes that the city will become quiet again, Philpot 
their principal incendiary, being by a legal way* 
found guilty of feveral feditious practices, and the 
punifhing of him, will, I am confident, mafter all 
the reft* 

Having many other difpatches to make, I fhall add 
no more, but remain. 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Ranelagh. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlp, June 19, 1675. 

WITH much fatisfa^ion have I received yours 
of the 1 2th, and do aiTure your lordfhip^ 
that if any mifapprehenfion (hould fall out between 
myfelf and you ( which I hope there never will) 
the fault' (hall not be on my fide. I do well under- 
fbnd the poft wherein I am, and that 'tis a duty 
incumbent upon me, to fee all his Majefty's minifters 
and officers in this kingdom, to perform their feveral 
employments, honeftly and juftly towards his Ma* 
jefty ; and for my own part, I will be true to the truft 
repofed in me : as for any defigns your ill willers 
T 3 may 
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may haire to engage ttie, either t^ yottrlowil pre}u- 
dice, or that of your undertaking, as they never 
have had, Co neither ftali they have any influence 
upon nie, to injure ybdr* loidihip in the leaft. My 
coming ov«r into Ehglantf, may be of nfnich advaii-i 
tage to his Majefty^s (^rvieej and contribute a good 
deal towards the final Tettlemenc of this poor country, 
which was the only aim of my propofing k; now 
perceiving that it Is relblved on that fide the water, I 
(hall be there within a 'Ikoft time ; I do forbear the 
anfwerini; feme of your former letters till I fee you^ 
snd particulariy, the f2Lrfher9 petition to my lord 
treafurer, wherein are things very cc>nfiderabte, and 
fome not fit too haftily to be complied with: the 
fubftance of what I have to Csfj I ftlM) defer till I 
wait on my lord treafurer^ and retoiain. 

Your lordfliip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Tp Nfr. Godolpbitt,. . 

Dublin CaiUe^i Juae 19, 1675^ 
Mf. Ciodolpbio. \ 

THERE, is nothing^ in yoursi of jithei i2tb„ man 
tefia|» to anfwer^, favQ onljfwhat you mention 
cpncefning my lord Randagh's telJing my lady 
Dwby,. th^t he he^i:d! my bdy NordNufnbAclaad %, 
fhp wfts glad oi my QCiqiinft:oyqifi, ^^ ^ You may do 
well to employ the ^rfyn fro^ Wibomi you . had this, 
to ^idure my lady. li^^nby Qfthe..falf^hood dsfipeo^ 

for 
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for my lady Northumberland hath written with the 
moft vehemaics. hither, tO' pd-fuade my ftay, that 
can be imagined s and if you woUld get yourfelf, or 
«iy^ other emi^pyed^ to aik injr lady Northumberl^d 
the ^ueftioihri: fb it might be 46ne without my lofil * 
jEUtelaghls Uibwiedgt, I y&uld- forfeit my hetfd^ if 
the malkedf this tie be not detefbed ; I ankfme then 
are few tfain^I A^ould footfer wili; thad « difco>reiy 
W this inaoirertny feveral ether difpsftibes^ hinilihr 
mb from* ifaj^ihg any thing to you Mffcm )Ae hcttt 
cdncerniiig 'jody - vciaiiitg i ovet, and the arts therein 
ufed, td reiife" the letter itfdf inlighificam^- biit 
liaving- Writ atiaiqge upon' this fubj^ed; toMr. ftcre^ 
tary Cbventpnp^ yoti may frbm* himlMfy or Mr. 
Thihiicy learn- Whav- 1 have done. Pray teU' Mr. 
Thinner diati baYt tMtiii ^ hh ktters^ but the 
mUltittkU'^ftbiher Mzkij hat hindered me fromacu 
.fctiowled{fing^th^m myMfti Do not foil to let alb 
know my: ford treafultr^ nnorionf in order to fajs 
joua^ney eo the Bath, that if hebether^ I may take 
that in mjr wdy ^ to Windfor. 



Yoiff moft affedionate iricind. 



'feS.SEX.' 



T 4 To 
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To Mr» Secretary Coventry. 

Sir^ DttbliaCaftle; Jtiiic 19, 1675* 

IHA V£ received yours of the 12th inflant, toge- 
ther with his Majefty's letter of the fame date, 
concerning my coming over ; I do not know where 
it was drawn, but I fear thofe clerks who penned it, 
did not examine precedents! it being much out of 
form ; however, were that all, I (hduld not trouble 
you upon this (ubje£l, , but I, do find, tint though the 
beginning of the letter gives a diredion for me to 
come, yet the body of the -letter impofes fomewhat 
upon me, .which renders my journey impoffible. 

For in the firft pUce,.tbe preamble of the letter 
cxpreiTes, as if I had defired to come over, which 
indeed was the preamble ,to my lord Berkley's, that 
lie defired to go into.Englaild, in relation to his own 
private affairs, whereaa 1 have never pretended, nor 
indeed haying any occaifion of my own to caH me 
over, but only propofiog to his Majefty^ feveral 
matters relating to the public, which muft be ne- 
ceflarily refolved in England againft Chriftmas next, 
have humbly fubmitted to his Majefiy's coilfideration^ 
whether my' prefence hiay not be ufeful, when thefe 
matters (hall be debated ; I do with all humility 
conceive the preamble of the letter ought to be 
faitable to the occafion, and in the ftile of thofe in 
my lord duke of Ormondes time, viz. Whereas, v^e, 
in our princely judgment, find it neceflary, that you 
Ihould come to our prefence, that you may in your 
perfon inform us, of the prefent ftate, &c. this as to 
the preface. In the next place, as to the body of the 
letter, it is exprefled, that before my going over, I 
muft fummon a parliameat, to be held here, againft 

the 
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the firft of September next ; and that I bring over 
with me fuch bills, as fhall be thought fit to be 
pafled in parliament : how unpradicable this is, anj 
who underftand the conftitutions of this kingdom, 
can eafily inform you : when a parliament is called 
here, bilk are firft to be prepared by the council of 
Ireland, then tranfmitted and approved by the privy 
council of England, and upon their remittal baclc.^ 
into Ireland, under the great feal of England, with 
that remitter comes a commiffion under the great feal 
of England, to hold a parliament here, after which , 
writs are to be iflued, and you all know there muft 
be forty days time between the ifTuing of the writs, 
and the fitting of the parliament ; noyir then let any 
man compute the time: this letter is dated the 12th 
of June, and received m Ireland the 17th of June, 
and the writs muft be ifliied the 22d of July ; fo as 
to draw the bills by the king's council here, to pafs 
themi in privy council here, to tranfmit them into 
England, and have them all pafTed in council there, 
and remitted back hither again^ diere is but barely 
five weeks time, and then too I am obliged to ftay 
till all this be done, which as aforefaid will hk the 
22d of July,, and to be back by the firft of September; 
fo as in efibd^ it is to dired, I muft not come this 
fummer : true it is, that all lord lieutenants have a 
daufe in their commiffion, empowering them to hold 
a parliament here; yet parliaments have not been 
ufually called, upon that general claufe in the chief 
governors .patent, without a particular commiffion 
for 'that pprpofe, and indeed by Poyning's law, no 
parliament can be held without a fpecial commiffion. 

But if nothing of this were, 'tis certainly the moft 
unfeafonable time in the whole year for a parliament 
to fit, the firft of September being the middle of their 

barveft, 
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harveft^ when the countrj gentlemen will hk nii^ 
willing to attend ; aiid bofides^ it will be Very incom 
Venient for (he lieuteoant Co : iffiie Writs for tb^ 
holding a parliament, and tht eltiEUons td be made 
in his abfeti€e, fot it may bo o^ more limportaiiee td 
his Majefty's afFairs^ to haire! the lieutenant in th< 
country^ in order X6 the difeoorfitig with likttif con^ 
cerning thefQ eledions^ and takihg bare that fit per^^ 
fons be chofen, than that He (bbuld ht upoti the 
place at the opening of the fei&ons ; it is indeed oiie 
of the propofals in my letter to,hiii Majefty; toadvtfe 
of the calling a padiamciit her6^ but the cbt&itnslioA 
of the time) is certain! j^ a princit^al point to be sc^ 
folved of| tnd I am certain ft canhot be coiiVeiiieiit'tb 
do it tilt ftfter Chrifttnaa iiext^ both in regard the 
country is.at prefent vcty poor, and likdwife that the 
payment'of the fupplyof tbit y^afo valw (wftiofeis 
a general talc) will not beat artiend tilli Mifahadmast 
and alfo^ tkttC the farm^ tind my Jonf^Rahebi^s 
contrafik)' both deterniine- kt Chtiftmaa, it will tU«be 
feen in what ftalt^hia MajoS^'s treJuiufy' ia^ and don^ 
fcquently what .propbrtian tht' nhed of the "puUic will 
be foe nloney ; add to this^i that it will jbd ve^ Ihttifi- 
veojent^ havea.patli8dioiit>fitting Here^ sUid tmc in 
Sngland^ at* the faihe;, tinae^ which wiU : nedeiGuily 
foUoilr^ let 'mea fandy ' whatt they j[)leafciin point of 
•difpatch, if this be called pn the firft df Septeinbtlr, 
imd that in England mefet on-tbe J3ch of OAobcr. 

i coitceiire I haVe faid enough in" relation to this 
letter, and therefore fhall trouble yda no furthet^ but 
with the draft of a letkr here fent 6ver, anfwerable 
to the precedents of thofe in my lord of Ormond's 
time, which you may.pleafe to offer to his Majefty's 
fignature^ and confid^rthg the feafon of the year, I 

would 
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would be glad fo foon a» may be^ ta know what I MSk 
to do. 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervantv 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 

WHEREAS, we, in our princely judgment, do 
. find it neceffiury, that you ihould repair to 
out prefei]ice> that ypu ^nay in your own perfon in* 
fdrmus of the prefentftate of that our kingdom^ mi 
underftand our pleafqre and refolutions, in futidry 
particulars concerning, .our imp^rfantv affairs there -; 
we have therefore thought fit to fignify our royal 
pl^fiire to you, and we 'do hereby fMfficiently au? 
thortT^ you forthwith, upon the receipt of thefe our 
letters, or fo £^n i^ftef aes yoaih^l find it expedient, 
tot repair, to oucipiftfewe, that we jaoist our council 
may ^vife at large. with youi and receive, information 
^m you,! touching, the prelent ftate and. affairs of 
thai :our.lufigdoali4..and, becaufe it is -fit, that the 
govertunenl there, £h^ld be fupplied withi fome meet 
perfetts, to OMinagd the' afi^&irs of thiat oyr realm, 
during oulrabfence^ wcf have made choice of the moft 
re?reiB0d £ither in God, .Michael^ lord aechbifhop <^ 
Dublin, our chancellor of that our kingdom, and 
of our fi^t trufty and well beloved cponceUor fu: 
Arthur Forbeie, baronet, our marflial of our army 
there, to [be our jufttces ; and accordiflgly, we do 
hereby autfabcize and require you, by commiflion, 
undet our great feal of that our kingdom, to aflign 
and appoint them the faid lord archbiihop of Dublin, 
and the faid fir Arthur Forbefe, jointly, to be our 

juftices 



/ 
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jttftices in that our kingdom, during our pleafure, for 
the government thereof in your abfence, until you 
(hall return thither for the government thereof, and 
to do all things according to the tenor of the faid 
letters patents to be granted unto them, with fuch 
inftrudions for the good of our fervice, and for the 
welfare of our people, as you (hall think fit to leave 
with them, figned under your hand, as our lieutenant 
general and general governor of that our kingdom, 
Ivithout any revocation or diininution of your autho^ 
rity ; and it is our pleafure, and we do hereby au- 
thorise you, that you caufe a claufe to be inferted in 
the faid letters patents, to be granted to our faid 
juftices, to be appointed as afonsfaid, that the faid letters 
patents, or aify thmg therein to be contained, Iball no 
ways avoid, determine, or annihilate any power or au ' 
thority given Untd you by ouf letters patents, bearing 
date the one and twentieth day- of May, in the four and 
twentieth y^ar of dur reign, but that the fame (hali be 
valid uiito* you, t<» all intents and. purpofes, witkall 
jutifdidiolis, benefits, profits, entertainments, rights, 
and privileges whatfoever, granted unto • you, as 
fully, amply, and beneficially, to dl intents and pur- 
pofes, as if the faid letters patents never had been 
granted $ and it is alfo out pleafure, atid^ we do 
hereby authorize you, to caiife a claufe to be^ inserted 
in the faid letters patents to <be granted- to the fadd 
lord archbifliop of Dublin, and fir Arthur Forbefe, 
as aforefaid, that the faid letters patents, or any thing 
thereunto to be contained; fliall no way avoid, deter- 
mine, or annihilate, or be any way conftrued to 
avoid, determine, or annihilate, any office or oflices, 
power or authority given unto them, or either of 
them, but that the fame fhall be valid unto them^ to 

all 
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all intents and purpofes, with all jurifdiAions, bene- 
fits, profits, entertainments, rights, and privileges 
whatfoever, granted to them, or either of them, as 
fully, amply, and beneficially, to all intents and 
purpofes, as if the: faid letters patents, noiy intended 
to be granted to them, as our juftices aforefaid, had 
never been had qr granted ; any thing to be con- 
tained in. fuch letters patents, to be granted to them 
as. our juftices aforefaid, to the contrary notwith* 
ftanding. And we do alfo authorize you, to caufe a 
commiffion to be ifiued und^r the great feal of that 
our kingdom, direded to our right trufty and well 
beloved . counfellors, thereby authorifing them, or 
any of them» to adminifter to our faid juftices, the 
oaths ufually taken by our justices for the government 
of that our kingdom ; ^d albeit, we have thus 
iignified.our pl€»fure unto you, for your repair hither, 
and difpofing of the government in your abfence ^ 
yet if you fliall find any indifpofition pf your body» 
to come hither, and return ip fo ihort fpace of time, as 
may be neceftary for our prefect a^airs on that fide, or 
that any reafon of ftate fhall occur with you, which ii^ 
your judgment, you (hall hold fit to detain you there^ 
for the advancement of our iervice, then in fuch 
cafe, we do not fo ftridly enjoin you to the per- 
formance thereof, but that we do leave it freely to 
your own choice, to come or ftay, as you (hall think 
fit for our fervice : and thefe our letters fhall be unto 
you, and all others whom it may concern, a fufficient 
warrant in that behalf. Given, &c. 



To 
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To Mr. fccretaiy Coventry. 

Sir, Dublrn Caftle, June 19^ 167^. 

FROM feveral of my friends in Engiand, 1 im* 
derfland how induftrious you have been in the. 
inclming of his Majefty to fend for me over, that I 
might perfonally give him an account of his affairs 
pnder my charge; I do give you many diaidcs for It, 
^nd doubt not but his Majefty, when I come over, 
will find reafon to believe you have done him good 
fervice therein, for I am confident the Kiffg does not 
know the true ftate of his treafury here, nor how 
much he wiU remain in debt, after my loni Ranela^ 
has gone through with. his undertaking; befides, 
there are divers pa3rmentB and Aims of money, which 
by the covenants in my lord Ranelag^^s coAtraA, 
feem to be dubious whether th^ fliould reft on the 
king, or on the undertakers, and thefe amount toiM 
lefs than threefcore or foarfcfftt tboofand pounds, all 
which I find the partners l^ere^ cgnftrue to their own 
advantage, tho' for my own part,* I cannot j«d|*e that 
the king ought to bear theni, at leaft, not all that 
will be demanded ; that therefore his Majefty might 
liave a clear information of the former, and might 
liear fome one fpeak in his own behalf to the latter, 
l>efore the winding up and letidi ng of #11 reckonings, 
wai a principal inducement to me, to propofe this 
jotntiey ; whereunto, if you add the other confidera- 
tions, in order to the final fettlement of this kingdom, 
mentioned in my paper lent to you by Mr. Godol-^ 
phin, all of them' of publick concernment, you have 
my whole defign in coming oyer. 

I have nothing to write further, but to tell you, 
that I do not find fir Arthur Forbefe fo unwilling to 

underuktt 
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undertake the part of a lord juftice, a$ fomc have 
l^preftnted ; I (poke of it to him above a fortnight 
lince, and he fhewed no unwillingnefs, and I told 
him of it agaiii yeftei'day, and he then readily em- 
braced it ^ he 19 a worthy gentleman, as any I have 
ever known, and always ready to ferve the crown» 
wherever he is commanded ; pray do him right on all 
pcca|ipns on that fide the water. 

I am, moft ^ffeAionately, 

your faithful humble fervant. 



ESSEX. 



if^ endhfid in tins Letter. 



If you tl^iok it convenient, you may fhew this 
Uitter to bis Maje^y, or ptheiwife keep it to.yourfelf, 
which you conceive bejft^ for I never wiote any thing 
but what I can juftify. 

To M^-. Harbord. 

Publin Caffle, June 19, 1675. 
Mr. Harbord. 

I HAVE yours of the 12th j as to what relates to 
my lord Caftlehave^, I |ind bi3 lordihip in an 
abfolute miftake, for lie wrote a letter to me, defiring 
i would pafs his patent for fi ye hundred pounds ^^ 
annum penfion, and alfo pafs his !Majefty'$ le^er, 
which was for the abating of his q^ilt-rents ; an^ at 
the fame time, I received a letter from my lord 
treafurer, that that fpr the quit-rents ibould be dope, 
and that the other for the patent (hould not take 

' * effea 
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cSt6t till after Chriftmas next ; Mr. Beecher had 
then immediately order to pafs his penfion, according 
to the limitation in my lord treafurer*s letter, but no 
body calls for it, nor has he employed any agent, 
that I can hear of, tho' I have made enquiries, fo that 
I know not what he expedls, unlets he would have 
mefollicit his affairs myfelf, and when letters are 
fent, that I ihould carry them through the offices ; 
wherefore, I would be glad, that at fome leifure 
time, you would acquaint his Majefty, that the 
reafon he has been fo troublefome, is purely, for that 
the poor man knows not how to follow his own 
byfine(s. 

Mr. Hallyard and captain Hamond fhall have 
licence, as is defired. There ihall be a commiilion for 
captain Prieftman, to come in the place of fir Roger 
Strickland; only in regard I have nothing butjuft 
the letter for it, I would have a line or two from fir 
George Strickland, of his confent, it being ever my 
rule to hear from the perfon himfelf concerned, ere I 
grant the commiifion^ or otherwife it will look like a 
cafiiiering him. My lord of Tyrone is now here in 
Ireland, and never went over^ The letter for my 
coming into England I have received, but I am 
amazed at feveral things in it, for in the firft place, 
'cis quite out of the form of any letters that have 
been writ of this nature ; and in the next place, tho* 
in the beginning it dlrefis I fhould conie over, fo foon 
as Ifhould think fit, yet afterwards, it appoints me to 
{>repare all fuch bills ready, as (hall be neceflary to 
be offered at a parliament here, and iflue writs like-* 
wife before my coming over, for the fummoning a 
parliament againft- the firft day of September next, 
which is as much as to fay, I fliould not pome at all, 
for 'tis impofllble to have thefe bills drawn and paffed 

ill 
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in council, under three months time ; but that which 
amazeth me moft of all, is, that in your letter you 
feem to applaud yourfelf very much, as if a great 
point were gained, in calling this parliament againft 
September next, and fome touches likewife in my 
brother Henry's letter, do confirm me, that yourfelf 
and he had a hand in propofing it ; whether you had 
t>r no, is not very clear to me, but till I received your 
letter, and faw thefe particulars therein, I did rather 
prefume it had been purely a fetch of my lord Rane*- 
lagli's; I made no doubt, if you and my brother 
were the movers thereof, it was with a good intent 
towards me, believing that if writs were ifTued for 
the calling of a parliament, it would fecure my 
coming back, but I muft confefs I am an utter enemy 
to any thing of praftice or artifice ; and when I re- 
coiled bow often I have preiled you to ufe plain, 
dealing, I fhould very much wonder if now you 
fliould be guilty of a flight .of this fort : it is im^ 
poffible to have a parliament meet in Ireland under fix 
months time, and I am fure the kingdom cannot be 
ready to have one (their prefent poverty being fuch) 
till the next year, befides, the firft of September is- 
the midft of their haryeft, and divers other reafons 
fuperfluous to be added, may be given againft it ;. 
but if you and my brother have been confenting to 
this particular, which relates to a parliament, I be- 
lieve my lord Conway and lord Ranelagh laugh 
bravely in their fleeves, to fee how egregioufly they 
have choufed you both. Pray fliew my brothecL 
Henry this letter, and tell him I have many hawks 
here more than my falconers can keep, I would be 
glad my brother Strangwais would immediately fend 
fpr fome of them. Mf. Philpot the principal in- 
cendiary of this city, is now found guilty, by a 
U jury 
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J'ury in the king's b^nch, of fevcral feditious prac- 
^iccy, and I believe will be fined very dieeply j you 
miift uft your utmoft endieaVours with the fecreta- 
riesy that none beg this fine to bring hrm q(F, for 
the peace of this city will never be eftablifEecf 
without the punilhing of fome of thefe fomenters of 
thefc late contentions. 

I am. 

Your moft* affeflionate friend,, 

ESSEX:. 

4mMmtmi^ki^&mtmMt0iMt^mmtMt i>inmiiiiiiiiBiiiMiiciaiiiiiini miii.iii 

To Mr. Secretary' Covehtry. 

Sir, D^ibliri Gaftlfe, fuw 19, 167^. 

TBMS^ ferve^ only to criclofe a draft of a ieeter, 
in behalf of Mr. Eeiglri it is the fame itl 
eSket with 3f former letter", under the fignet, dated^ 
the 5th of ,II)cteember 1674, only with fome few* 
amendments) to make it the more r^ular ; this 
beingia ftvour his Mkjefty already had granted; I fee* 
no inconvenience' in the renewing thereof; and' 
therefore humbly offer it to' you fbr his Mkjefty'5 
ftghature. 

lam. 

Your mod faithful humble fervant, 

SUSSEX. 



Tor 
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To Mr. Harbord, 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftlc, June ao,. 1675^ 

THIS bearer, Mr. Taylor, now going into 
England, with the beok» of the difcoveries of 
land, has engaged to me, that he will permit no 
perfon to view them before,.! come over i I thought 
fit to let you know this, that in cafe there fhould be 
an^ ftirring' in this affair, you might put a flop to it 
until my arrival. 

I am, ^^ ^^ 

Your moft affe^onate friend, 

ESSEX. 



To the lord Ranelagh. 

My/ Lord, DiiWiin Caftte, /unc 2^ iW. 

1HATE jtlffntii^reciiived yodr lorJftip's of the 
f^th ihftaH'tV togtftKer with the papers/ cnclofcd^ 
as to the' dbj^tfHohs in relation to the farmers ac- 
counts, I have notf yet' had Mfiire to perufe tlietn 
fully, they being very large, nor has yonr lordfliip 
in your lettcfr''^nient!bned' wb^t u(e is to be made of 
them : that the farmers have fent over tx)nfiderable 
fuins of money, is out of all peradventure ; your 
lordfhip fays, you know not how to give me a de- 
monftration of it, and indeed it may feem a little 
difficult to do it, yet I doubt not by that time I 
^dme over into England, if it be pf any concern to 
his Majefty's bufinefs, to be able ip give an accpunt 
V % of 
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of every particular relating thereunto* I wrote this 
letter in fome hafte, but am loath to let the poft 
go out, this being the night of thbir departure, with- 
out acknowledging the receipt of your lordfliip's : 
iff the next I may write more. I am. 

Your Lordfhip's 



\ 



moft fiuthfiil humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



^ |- — To Mr. Harbord. 

*^' Dublin Caftle, June 22, 1675^^ 

Mr.HjIbord, 

I Hive received one of yours, one of my brother 
Henry's, a^id one from Mr. Godolphin, all dated 
the'J5Ai inftant; but having writter^ the laft packet 
to yourfelf and Mr. Godolphin, I have nothing fur- 
ther to add, only to defire you to acknowledge the 
receipt of the letters, and remain^^ . 

Your moft affc^ionate frieni;!, 

ES4EX. 



To 
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To Mr» Godptphln.: « :. 

. , , . , .DublinCaftle, June 26, j6.75k 

Mr. GoaoIpKin^ , 

I Send you liere enclofed a .paper of exceptions to 
an account delivered in upoa oath by captain 
Stone, Mr. Klchardfon, &c. It ran^e to me fronx 
my lord Ranelaghai, but he gives no potice who is the, 
author thereof; wherefore not l^nowing how far k^ 
ihay have goiie, 01*. whether the King may not 'hay^ 
had a Tight oif it^ 1 deiire you wpu|d endeavour tqi 
(hew them prfvately to his Majefty. They are fo 
long, as 'tis not fit to trouble.. him to read them all 
Over ; \)\xt if he pleafe to caft his eye on a line or 
two of them, and does but recolIeS whether any 
fuch "paper hath come to his Majefty 's view, it will 
be enough : which, if he have, I do moft humbly 
deiire his Majefty Would be pleafed to order the au- 
thor to ftand to itj^. and juftify it when I come over : 
in the mean timei'that his Majefty (till he can hear 
me fpeak^ would be fo gracious as not to retain any 
imprefftoh one way^ or othei- from it. It is no n^w 
thing to me to be attacked in this manner ; for after 
I had taken air tlie care I eould, both in acquainting 
his Majefty, and laying 'till I had received hi9 
commands, iii "order to the regulating corporations 
here ; yet, when the rules were made, though pre-, 
cifely anfwerable to his Majefty's appointment, there, 
were, neverthelefs, fome in England who fcattered 
objedions againft them, moft falfly and maliciou/ly 
expbfing both myfelf and the government here : but 
when I had recovered my health (for I was then, 
iick) and fcnt over anfwers to thofe objeQions, the 
truth came to be fo fully known, as no man I can 

U 3 ever 
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ever hear of fince but refted fatisfied that I had done 
my duty exa£lly in that particular. As for this 
prefent paper, it -is in fome pa/ts falfe, in many 
others impertinent, and all of it very malicious. But 
I VU) venture my H^, and all I have i^ th^s v^orl^^ 
that every pafTage relating to myfelf, when I cpnip 
to fpeak, will Be cleared : and forjvhat concerns tl^ 
^bnimiffioners of Codc^bouie, they Qug^t, ^ I con- 
ceive, to anfwer fbr^^cmfdves. Upon the w^ole, I 
defire you will u(e eflFeQual means to difcover the 
author, that when l' have the opportunity to^uftify 
Inyfelf, he may receive his due punifbmeAt /or ^t^ 
tetepting fo falfly to afpcrfe'me. I am> 

Your moft affisfHonate fneE|d, 

\- . • ''• PSS-E^/ 

7^0 ^Wr, jGodolphin. 

Dublin Caftle, June 26, «j675, 
Mr. Godolphin, 

I Have yours of tl\e 19th, wherein you tell jpf^ 
you conceive you haye found ^ way how ^o in<<- 
finu^te things to my lord Treafurer, with that ejF^ 
as he may truly undlerftand wh?it fort of man my 
lord Ranelagh is, but that you want ipatter to offer i 
f know no ope thing w!(ierein it can be better Cjppr 
pafled, than by difcovering that impudent lie, which 
lie (old >my lady Danby, a3 difco,ur(e coming fropa 
my lady NorthumberHand, If Sir William Tep|iy 
be in town, (he being very well with ^nd allied tQ 
my lord Trcafurer's family, ^nd alio Darjticularly ac- 
quainted 
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quftinted wkh my hdy 'NortSiatxtbedand, and befides 
fethOiy toy Tficnd, and a man wlio thoroughly 
imderftand^ my kird Randagh) he may be a very 
iN^oper 'inftrnm:ent for this putpofe. My lord Trea- 
fiirer may be alfo minded what lies my lord Rane- 
lagh toM him to gain a commif&on for the ear] of 
Orrery laft year, iaying, that the military |>6wers of 
fbe prcfident of Munfter were ncJt required of mjr 
kvi Or«ery to i)e refigned, and that he gayc "them 
up volttntarify. My lord Treafurer IhouJd tecdllea 
w)»o convinced 'hhn of this mMlake, and into what 
briars the then ij^nonmce of the truth was likely to 
kare drawn 'fahn. Yoa flrould uffe all the means yojit 
can, by fiich as are ptopcr 'hands, tp convince the 
Tteafttfer, that I have no aims at his difiervice ; and 
lor the triifli of this, I am fare, you know it fully: 
and beiidesj to let \Am know, that fince his Majefty 
has tyrdered a great itivte of the hulinefs of this king- 
dom to comt through his lordflhip's hands, I am fo 
much hts fervant, as I wonid take this journey, if it 
were orriy to fyeak with hhn, that he may have a 
right impreffitm xA things here : and let his lordithip 
be ailured, ' be ts not truly informed of the ftate of 
^ revenue' of this kingdom : and may I but be fuf- 
fered to come upon equal terms with thofe whp pre- 
tend to know it, and be permitted to fpeak as well as 
they, and not be put only to write, I will lofc my 
fife if I do not (hew his lordfhip that he is in danger 
to be led into many erroh. My lord Treafurer is a 
man whom I never had the honour to be perfonally 
acquainted wkh ; but certainly he cannot be the wife 
man the world takes him for, if he will venture at 
the difpkt A -of bufinefs, and not fuiFer himfelf to be 
rightly informed therein, but in affairs concerning 
his Majefty's intereft^ only takes his meafures from 
U 4 what 
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what hk hears from parties concerned in profit and 
gain againft his Maje&jr, aad not hear any one fpeak 
in the King's hehalf. This^ together with other 
publick things in the paper fent by you (as you wdl 
know) was the only defign and aim of my coming 
over. If men will take up imaginations in their 
heads that there is more in it, I k <>/. i*ot how to 
help It. I cannot but a little wo.: In fecretary 
Coventry fhould be diflattsfied at t, \ i.pnfingof the 
place Mr. Glafcock formerly had : there are but 
three commiflioners of appeal pn the eAabliihment, 
two whereof muft be to make a quorum ; and 'tis 
wonderful to me, why^m^en fiiould cxpcSt to have 
places which require their prefence, only to turn 
them into penfions^ and nevcf attend the duty thereof. 
I thought! had dealt v^ry^Jkindly with Mr. Glafcock 
in giving it ,him at firft^ and diiplacing fome others 
who were in it before..: but to be rewarded with ill 
will for having done a kindnefs, and not continuing it 
when the publick fliould fuffer thereby, I do not at all, 
underftand. . Sure I am, if Mr. fecretary Coventry- 
confiders it rightly, he cannot think aimfs thereof. 
My other letter youwy fhcjw to the King ; clpecially 
if I find he hath ever feenthefe exceptions enclofed. 
To repair the de/cdi of not writing to the Duke 
wh^n I fent you over, here\vith you will receive a 
letter to hi^ Highi^els, a copy whereof is enclofed 
for your perufal, which you may either deliver or let 
alone, as you fee caufe. I am. 

Your moft affectionate friefid, . 

, \ ' \ "PSSEX. 

".•''. ' -' ■ ' To 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 313 

To the Duke. 
Dublin' Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

AT the time when I fent Mr. Godolphia into 
England, my intelligence told me, that your 
Highnefs did decline as much as might be ,tUe inter-r 
poAng in any bufinefs wha^foever ; and judging k 
unfit for any fubjed to give upneceiTary trouble to a 
perfon of fo exalted a birth gs, is your Higbnefs,. waa 
the true caufe I charged . him with none of my letters 
to your Highnefs. The; reitl grounds of my propo- 
fing this journey were all of them contained. in the 
lejtte;: I wrote to his M^jefty. If my coq^iiiig over 
be pem^ittejd,. I fhall give; his..Majeft''' an .impartial 
account of liis affairs in this country, and .tender fuch 
matters to confideration, as in my apprehenfion will 
conduce to the future advantage and fettlement of 
this kingdom. It will alfo add inuch;to^jr fatif- 
faAion to enjoy the honour of kiffing yoi^r Highnefs's 
hand ; and by being on the place, to have frequent 
opportunity of expreiling the reality and unfeignednefs 
wherewith I am 

Your Highnefs's 

moft humble and moft obedient fervant, 

PSSEX- 



To 
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To the Guke of MoBiiiouth. 

DttbKii t>«Ale, June 269 1675^ 
My Lord, 

TH £ reafon I hsve been fo king m anfwering 
your Grace's ktler relating to yoof fitter's cf^tt-* 
cern, hath not been my fat^. bjnt Mr. Attorn^'s^ 
,who halh all this time been cclleAing the ftate of th^ 
cafe here endofed, riiat ycnir Grace may ad^fe upon 
it in England, to do thereto as yen thiai fit. (Sir 
Theopbilus Jones bath not as yet pafled any lands 
in patent, but bath brought in feveral dtfcovcries, 
which are almoft compleated. I (hall not fign any 
thing to him, 'titl your Graee dioefts upon whiit 
terms, and to what ufes the lands given up by him 
ihali be configned ; and fuch rules as your Gntce 
(hall pSeafe to order herein, Aiall moft punduatly be 
obferved by. 

Your Gracefs 

moft laithAiI and inoft humbk fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir William Temple. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

MY journey into England, which was of nay 
own propofing, has, I perceive, occafioned 
a great deal of difcourfe there, and moft of my friends 
are of opinion that I have not done well therein : but 

'tis 
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'jj6 iffifqtfikic for jdiem to know the circumftances of 
^j^irs^ .aa4 coofequently cannot be judges of what 
k pf PP^ for AQ«< to do. I afllire you, th^^ however 
fytisj^f^ I fm with my en^oyn^ent, whioh I look 
iij)pn tp. jbe idle .very hfA his Majefty has to give, 
3((^. I.do finij I cannot flay longer in it, and he an 
h^in^mf^nj unlefs I have the opportunity to difcourfe 
a iitltJie .with bis Majefty, to fet fome things right in 
Qrdier tP ^13 /exvkej which is impoffible to be tran^ 
fy&^ji by letters. Wheal heard youredccetlency was 
Qoming into England, I .was in hope that my good 
ffiltupjs fnight have been to have met you there ; 
hut jthe (delay .that fibme men, w^o areunwitling his 
Mlljfifty fliould kpowthe4;cuth,have put iiponmy jour- 
nft)^ Mpa]ces me /far I fhall not Teach I^iOiidon fo foon 
^ Jo fee jpu. 1 am. with pcrftSt truth. 

Your. .inoA: faitfifiil bumble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To J^fr.jS^retary.Coisentry. 

^r, ; Di^bliff Caftle, Jun^ 26(*, 1675* 

My jf4t iBtjtcr frpm Mr. Thinne brings me aa 
account th^t yq^ have lately been iodifpofed, 
hut I hope, whej^i thijs jcomes to your hand, it wil 
fififi you perfedily recoveijed- The more I reflect upon 
the let^ of caUi9g a parliament here, I am ilill in 
the mqip amazement, for I daily fee greater un- 
p^j^ic^blenefs in the ^hing, and fuch as I wonder 
apy pn that fide 0iould be ignorant of. Befides the 
o^jeiSipns offered in a former letter of mine, there 

.are 
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are others very material, wbkh did not joflf theil dci 
cur to me, as this ; the feafon of t|^ year being fuch 
as the judges will be all In tb^r circuits, and* the 
lawyers out of tqiwn, whei^ ithefe bills are to be drawn ; 
and it is a conftant rule hete,iwhen bills are to be 
prepared, a. committee of the council is aippointed, 
of which all . the chief judges are' to be of the num- 
ber for the perufing thefe bills, £6 as either the kiirg- 
iom mUft be without juftice.for this year, or bills 
muft be drawn contrary to' all former pradice, aiid by 
perfons who. are not proper .tdddtbem. I have been 
a little perplexed within :myfelF, -how this propofal 
tpok it rife ; .and upon pernfal of my letters, I find 
in one to.my:loKd Treafurer of the 30th of Novem-^ 
ber laft, being an anfwer to his lordfhip's of the 
wl\eft^in he defired.tolcnow my opinion 
concerning the calling of the parliament here, and 
the time Itold hk iordfliip, that in cafe the country 
continued to improve, a» iince the war it began, I 
then prefumed we might be ready for a parliament 
this fummer, only . with this caution, that it would 
not be conventent that a parinment were fitting here 
and in England at the fame time ; wherefore I could 
fay nothing -pofitive 4is^td the 'time; Now if this 
paiTage were read, and open, it inferred, that it was 
my opinion that a. parlianient might be called' this 
fummer. If you- oWerve what I^havc here truly re- 
cited, you will find, that I am far from being pofitive 
ai to the time of convening it : befides, it might be 
my opinion, and on fubftantial grounds enough, in 
November, that a parliament, fhould be called the 
next fummer j but circumftances may vary between 
that and June (which is half a year) as I may with 
good reafon altep my advice: and therefore it is a 
very hard cafe to oblige a man, had I been never fo 

pofitive 
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pofitive jthen, to continue pf the fam^ fenfe (ix 
months after, and npt giter, tho' he fees the world 
cbafige abou^ him. I doafibre you, this kingdom, 
i)y reafon of the extraordinary unfeafonablenefs of 
^t fpring, and the fharp courfes taken both by the 
farmers and the commiffipners of the. treafury^ to get 
in their, money, this being the laft year of the firft 
of tbefe, and the laft likewife with the other, for the 
payment of the eftablifhment, and other debts due to 
^he army. Sec. has made the country fp very poor, 
as no man could forefe^ it three months ago, Add 
to this, this letter of. the 30th of November was fent 
over by my lord Ranelagh, who knew well enough 
the pra£tice of things here, and well underftood that 
fhe forms are fuch as a parliament cannot be called 
under fix months preparation ; and therefore I did 
expeA to have heard fron^ my lord T^eafurer his 
Majefty's pleafure before Chriftmas laft, in cafe a 
parliament had been defigned here this fummer. ^ I 
am (ure, fhould there meet one before my lord Ra-r 
nelagh's undertaking be determined and adjufted, it 
would not ferve his turn, to reckon with the com- 
miffioners of accounts ; for the houfe of commons here 
would infallibly, after the example of that in En- 
gland (who now begin to infpe£l his Majefty's re- 
venue, and pretend to direct how it fhould be dif- 
pofed, before they give any money) require an ac- 
count of his lordfliip's undertakings $ and this, I am 
certain, the wit of man could not prevent ; but if 
this propofal of calling a parliament in fuch a hurry, 
be only a block caft in. the way, that^ I may not 
fpeak with his Majefty, I hope his Majefty would be 
pleafed to confider, whether he hath not fome times 
already been in danger to be led out of the way upon 
wrong fuggeftions 3 witnefs the commiffion intended 
* laft 
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tA fvmtn€r for the earl oF OrrdrrV and ^sft' nj^ 
thefe oeeafioiib I have eVei< adied With truth ; AiifMt it 
hepleafek t6 adflfiittne tdhM'ptefeiic^^ M^fflfii^ 
the whxAt fbite df th» kikigdoVr ,^ aiid I ^'dV tell hnil 
ffM>tbing bU^ wlfat I iMtt juflSiy to (!hb jf^ce eldhy m^ 
whatfoevdr. Y^^ flibHUT it be tihoiight uiifit'fdi' me 
to come, ) fhal! theii >«lrrke my ifairiil ^lUinfy aiid 
^lieatly, tfOt valdiiig l^y eh^byment^, 6if any tHirij^ 
ill thb W6fld equal to th^ ^roviiig myiUlP ah entire 
hoAeft' man'. By a lidtter otit of the country frool 
one Mr. ThOih)5(bh, a Scotich minilfter, ^ho has Bbeil 
<mj)ldyed by ifttf <5ii my lord of OrmoiidViVicommcH- 
dation, as tf fpy among the prt^ytenatik, F hkve l!Kii 
jfccbitnt, i^hi^h- P feiid in the eaclbfed piq)er j' ^nd 
thb' I <^ liGtt find' th<5 man to' have smy greaV i^t^d: 
iii him< ycf^th^fd thirig^i fcfcW f6 j^ifculkr ^ tW be 
^^rthy ydtid notice. If my lord of Ormond' HtikH 
not Itft' England, ^oii- ihay frbm* him Be irifbrmcid 
boyff tut thi^ iHaiV is fik^ tb be belliived; fifi". ^^^ 
feord' infill offef^ you a letter for His lif ajbflyrf flgnaWW; 
ah behalf 6t Mr. Adwortb, who is' my dbfet* fetrei 
tary, jind Uath taWeA ifiuch pkiiis witii me; ahd' I 
have never bad' th^ oppoitunities to grisAffy him iit 
any thing. I haVe fpokeii viriifU'(bmfe of tH^jU%s^, 
fUrho conceive tfiis i5rd|k>fal very reafon&rbldy aiid i^ 
fuitingwith Ad jJraaice in^Eilgfiand. I* fliolild' tfc 
glad the forms mlfeht be' alHcci H«rd If tlld letti^ ik 
4$nce fighed, and'ciome ovei', t &z\l^ before I p2& 
thdgrahf, hbafr' ahy objeftiotis thai^ may be niaide to 
iV tho- tk'uly Tcari forefec none. 

I am, With aH fincferity ihiagihable. 
Your moft' faithful, 

attd liioft humble^ flfrv^iit; 
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There is an appointment of many oF the difcon- 
tented people in v>cotland^ and others of the northern 
parts of England, to meet at Berwick, or ibme 
where very near it, on the i6th of July next, there 
to confult o( carrying on th6 common concern. No- 
tice is given out of Scotland to the prefbyterians in 
Ireland, that fix of their minifters are newly gone to 
London to confer with their brethren there concern- 
ing the ordering of their church : their names Mr. 
Leverflrone, Mr Hutchinfon, Mr. Sterling, Mr. 
Forchere Young, Mr. Blair, Mr. Wache. 



To the Lord' Treafurcr. 

My Lord, 

DuWin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

I Have lately received a paper of obje<Slions to the 
accounts of the farmers here, which was for-* 
merly tranfmitted to your lordlhip : and tho' it came 
from my lord Ranelagh, who I am confident will be 
(b careful of yowt lordifhip, as to fhew it you, as well 
as fend it to me ; yet left any negled of that fort 
lEould happen, I thought' it the fecureft way' to 
tranfmit a copy of them to your lordfhip. I am forry 
they are figned by no hand ; and indeed, it is a very 
unreafonable thing, that a liberty Ihould be taken 
by men to afperfe perfons of quality, and in eminent 
place, and not appear who they are that do it. Much 
of this paper feems to be very impertinent, and not 
at all to the purpofe. Some things there are which 
carry afperfions to myfelf, and others which can be 
pointed at non« but your lordihip : therefore I hope 

you 
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you will be pleafed to find out the author, that when 
1 come into England your lordfliip and myfelf may 
prepare for our common defence. The letter, in 
form, which I received, in relation to my going into 
England, and the calling of a parliament here, being 
underwritten by Mr. fecretary Coventry, I gave him 
an account of the unprafticablenefs thereof; but if 
there were no more than this in It, -that all the 
judges are in their circuits, and the lawyers in their 
faufinefs in the country, it makes the thing impoflible, 
in regard that without their affiftance we cannot pre- 
pare bills fit to pafs : befides, the ftraitnefs of time 
is fuch, that had I never fo many helps, I could not 
go through with the work. I did, indeed, in a letter 
to your lordfhip of the 30th of November, mention 
this fummer as probable to be a feafonable time for 
calling a palriament here, but faid nothing pofiCiVe 
therein ; and fending this letter by my lord Rane- 
lagb, who knew that a parliament cannot be called 
here linder fix* months preparation, and hearing 
nothing further from your lordfhip at Chriftmas laft, 
I therefore concluded that his Majefty had laid the 
thoughts thereof afide till another year. One of the 
greateft matters in calling a parliament, to ipake it 
iuccefsful for his Majefly*s fervicc, will be to take 
care of eleftions of members into the houfe of com- 
mons : and 'tis not here as in England, where re- 
commendations from the court do rather hinder than 
help one to be chofen ; for if the lieutenant be a 
man beloved and upon the place, he may, with care, 
make the houfe of commons be almoft what he will. 
Indeed, I would be very loth to promife good fuccefs 
in a parliament, if I be abfent out of the country 
whilft the eleftions are making. I find thofe of the 
Romi(h perfuafion in this kingdom very much 

difturb^d 
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^sftuirbed at iht tiolCe of a parliament here > and 
. tkere h an untuck^ fbr]^ come dveir in letters from 
Loildon (bow tnie I know Hot^ for not one word o£ 
it is itt aiiy of mine) that my lord Gonwajr and my ' 
i&rd Rabelagh have undertaken to his Majefty^. if 
there be si parliament, they (hall give him three hun-^ 
dred thdufahd pounds. Your lordfliip, wlu^ has fo 
peat etpierience in^ parliamentaiy affairs or proceedi^ 
ings^ cannot but know how mifehievotis any fueli 
thing would be foi^ any one to undertake } and th9 
report thereof (though falfe) is enough t» obfthi^i: 
his Msyefty*s fetvice. I omit a- good-deal mdfe whieh* 
i could (a^ upon this acid Other fiibjeds^ hoping ere 
long to wait bn youi* lordfiup ia perfotv where I may 
haiire tl^e opporttinity to difcoiirfc with yoa concern** 
ing all affairs, imf likewife td expt>e(^ tho ibioerkf 
wherewith I aih) 

ItMM l6rd(bip'i 

moft. fidtbful huaivble iervaat^ 

To the lord Ranelagti. 

tf^Lord, Dublin Caftie, June a6, i^f^ 

fhr^HE exceptions to the acoounts* whichr youi^ 
J^ tordlhip' formerly tranfeikted,, I have perufedf. 
and do give you many thanks for your kiadnef» in 
(ending, thent over* You cannot do me a greatec 
favour in any (brt, than early a«quain(in|^ me witl> 
mattei^ of this nature. I am only troubled that you 
fcnt ntiC' not the name of the authoi:f but I hope 
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your lordfiiip will be diligent in the enquiry who t€ 
ii^as that framed them ; for there Ifeing many things 
therein which obliquely caft refledions upon me, ancf 
ibme others which blemifh my h>rd Tfeafurer, 1 hope 
your lordfliip wfH be tnduftriot^s, when two of your 
i'l^iendt are concerned^ and thofe liten in eminent 
place, to difcover who cOmpofed them^ and ufe fuch 
means as the perfon nray not retraA what he has 
fatd ; that fo wheni am in Etiglafid^ I ftiay have 
the o[*portunity of clearing myfelf, and tny lord 
Treafurer likewife may vindrcatte hi^ owA honour. 

Yours df the 19th is alfocoffte, together with the 
cnclofedtf I know not what men mean in raifxng 
afperfions upon thofe that are here i for I was near 
t^o years in this ktn^om before I ever heard ot 
knew any thing of this grant to my ladyPo^fmouth. 
The firft ntws that came to me was in a letter from 
one of the Secretaries, about half or three quartefsr 
of a year ago, which told me, that there was a fuit 
with one Hawkins fof 9000I. due. to his Majefty^ 
and that' (here had been fome^ flacknefs both in the 
court and King's council in the profecutioir thereof i 
whcfreupon Went for Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor^ 
and commande4 them to pfofecute it wich tffcGt ; and 
aUb I tdd my k)rd chief Baron, that he fliould^ 
without other delay than what the neceflary forms of 
law require, proceed fpeedily to judgment, I heard 
no more of this matter till fome months after Mr. 
Ha^kirts preferred a petition to the privy council^ 
complaining of a judgment, as I take it, agarnft him 
in the ExclTequer. This p'etrtion, L think, Wedif- 
mifTed,- fendinjg; it to the judge to which it properly* 
telonged. Hawkins has fmce taken fome exceptions * 
t6 the jurifdiftion of the court of chancery, in the 
exchequers and being a very clamorous man^ did 

. tbreataa 
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tBreateh to carry his cafb over to the parliament iii 
England^ ahd petition the houfe of commons thercj^ 
is being the benefit of Magna Charta, and a 
trial at common law; This^ and taking a little tioie 
to perufe pt^cedehts^ hath, as I am told, made th^ 
tburt i little flacker in their proceedings; By goiod 
luck your lordfliip's letters arrived on Thurfday^ thi 
term being oiit^ arid my lord chief Baron preparing 
for a jdurhey to the Bath. Had it come three daysl 
later, the bufinefs muft have ftayed till November 
next : but immediately on the receipt df them, I 
fpoke with the chaiicelloi* of the exchequer, whd 
tAh me they have found two pf ebedetits iii the point; 
ihd I have ordered my lord chief Baron not tb ftir 
but of town till judgment be ^iven in the cafe. This 
part df my letter you majr, if you pleafe^ tead to my 
hidy dutchefs of Portfmouth. ^Tls wrote in hafte| 
having many other difpatches to make. I am. 

Your lordfllip*s 

iiioft faithful hdmble (feHrant| 

E ^ S E X. 

To Sit Hans Hamilton. 

g]r^ l5ublin CafHei Jiine 26, 1675. 

BY this laft packet I received an order of council^ 
relating tO the concern of the 49 officers, a 
copy whereof is herewith inclofed, whereby you will 
undcrftand what effeft my letters have had in that 
bufinefs. I hafve nothing to addj but to defirc you 

X a to 
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to enquire of the affair* I wtru^^ yoi4 with^ CO©- 
cernipg the troops wd C9in|Miiies q( tji« acmy wKic4k 
lay iiear you, aod hope y«\| ¥&Ul DiQC fpfgct. tQ givf 
m^ a pmiAual accouot Uietfim whg ^m% 

Ypuf qnQft Cuthfu] fisrvan^^ 

To S\jc Henry Capet 

I HAVE jom qC t)w iftOh whidk advifei t 
fl>quld h«m nP cQach^ |d a^ei»4 «i9 W19^ tf^wfk 
i^p I AmIL ^ome tQ ]C#pQidQ9» ai4 ttet fiv fe^r oC 
^u;rc«^fins thi^ jfAlpuiy which fqmc caulU^y hm^ 
of mi ^miogx Mr Ioi^4 Qoftw^f loi^ ^8^ ^9 AP 
courfe, t«l4 me^ tiMC, tbq \»6hX c^fSm^ wafff wbw 
the lieutenant of Ireland came to town, that hit 
Majefty did fend one of his own: (;q9f;licsi tl^^ htt day 
to bring hin^ ii^ My ike^om t« Mr* Godolphin 
was, that he (hould enquire what was cuftomary, 
an^ th9t ( deftred the fame fliould be done. * For 
my own part, I think the affeding any thing extra- 
Qfimu^ othfic q£ Ij glcod Q U oc thft (oiibiddjas^ thtt 
which is the common praAice, will (hew an arro* 
gance in any mai\, and confequently^ increafe the 
fufpicions which men of this age are fo apt to create i 
an4 therefore I am (liU of th^ fame opinion, that 
the ordinary cuftom. (hould be kept^^ and. nothing 
more oi; lefs done than it, which 13 all I have t% ^ 
upon this fttljeAy whoam« 

Yoiur mod afie^ontte bjother„ 
ES^EX. 

Pray 
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Pray let me have a good perriwig made againft I 
come» and» if you will, a plain fbit Of ftuiFdoathsi 
lathe ftibion, ^th blatk ribbom, n> m^t fliteat 
the Itft day'^ journey. 

To Mr. Harbord. 

DabliU Caftle^ Juhe l6^ 167$. 
Mn HvrbMti, 

IRMBitied yotir» ©f th* 19th. Th* Ndfwich fii- 
gatt^ eotmliaHded by taptrin LotidtM, being in 
^t harbdur, I intthded fhould trairy me ovet, when 
t wem for Englaiid, and a dsy or two aftef I hid 
told captain London thettoF, there eame an order dot 
#f Bngland^ that he Ihoiild attend my lord 6f Orrery 
»t Minehead ; bnt the Monmbtith yatth, fent out 
Hf England^ being juft arrived at thii port, I thought 
h would not be difagiteable to bis Majefty*s pleafu!^, 
that I ihouM-tsd^e my choice, and my lord of Orrery 
have the other veflTel. Capfahi Leindon being the vtty 
ikme man who brought me hither at my £rft coming, 
I bate refolved to take him, and have ordered the 
yatch forthwith to fet fail, and wait on my lord t( 
Orrery at Minehead^ Thus mach it may be neceffary 
for ycm to let his M^efty kfiow, that captain London 
may bear n6 blame. There U a letter indofedia 
behalf of Mr. Aldworth^ wbich t look opon as a 
tealbmble things and yea well know, that I have 
hilherto been able to do nothing for him } therefore 
I W6uld bate yon get it difpatcbM. Having nothing 
(urthc][> I remain, 

Ywr moft iS^^6h%te friend, 

ESSfilf. 
X 3 Right 
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Right Trufty, &€• 

WHEI(.E>VS the cmplpymeqt of drawing^ 
writing, preparingy and engroffing, all and 
rvery the writs of fubpapui^ ifluing, or to be ifliied 
f ut of the high cpuit of chancery, in our kingdom 
of Ireland, under the great fea| thereof^ as well 
writs of fubpmna, ad CMtparendum^ and writs oifuhpntna 
^ tifiificandutny as all other writs offubpetna^ of wha^ 
liature, name, condition,' quality, or kind whatr 
foever, ifliiing^ or ^ be ifliied, out of our high 
fourt of chancery afore&id, either at the fuit of us, 
pur heirs and fucceflbrs, or any of pur liege fubje€ks 
whatfoever, is at prefent executed by perfons nqt 
efpecially nominated or appointed by us thefeunto, 
or having our letters patent for the fi^me \ and we 
faking the faid matter into our princely confideratioQ, 
have thought fic^ that the faid employment of writ- 
ing, preparing, ai^d i^grofling all wrifs of fubposna 
aforejfaid^ (bould be ejeded and created, into an 
office, ai is already eftablil^ed in our high court of 
fhancery, in pur kingdom of England, tp be held 
and executed by fuch perfon or perfons tp whom w^^ 
our heirs, and fucceiu>rs, ihall gractoufly pleafe to 
grant the fs^ne ; and accordingly our will and plea- 
fure is, that ypu do with the advice of oiir council, 
learned ^n the law, cavife cfFefiual letters patent tp 
be paiTed under the great feal of that 6\^t kingdom of 
Ireland, for ereding and creating thei faid employr 
ment into an office, to be called by the name of the 
Subpcena-o^Qtj in our h|gb CQi\rt pf ch.ajticery, in our 
kingdom of Ireland, and to be excrcifed and enjoyed 
by fuch perfon or perfons as we ihall think fit to no- 
minate or appoint thereunto : and we being well 
^ti^fied p^ the integrity of pur well beloved fubjeft. 
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Richard Aldworth^ efq^ ahd bis abilities for the 
(execution and difcharge of (he faid office, our further 
wlli and pleafure is^ that in the faid letters parent, 
you caufe a graint' ffom us^ our heirs^ and fucceiTop, 
to be mad^ of the faid ofiSce, to the (aid Richard 
/Vldwort)), XQ be held, executed, anjd enjoyed, by 
him, the l?id Richard Aid worth, or his fufficient 
cJeputy, (Juriiig his natural life, together with a^l 
fuch fees^ profits, ;i|id perquifites, and emoluments^ 
26 "now are; or at any time heretofore have been 
Mfu?Jly taken and. receivpd by ^ny perCbn or perfbns 
for the drav^jiig, writing, and prepafing^ the writs 
of yi^j^ar/MT aforementioned J and in the fajd Jettefs 
patent you are alfp tp cjiufe a claufe to be inferted, 
ftriftly prohibiting and enjoining^ ouf clefk of the 
Hanaper, .and all cithef. ojir officers of our high couft 
of Chancery, in our kingdorti of. If eland, ^Iwt tfaey 
do not deliver, or caufe to be delivered, out to any 
perfon or perfons whatfoevpr, any of the writs of 
Juhpcena before mpn tipped, fave oply fuch as (hall b« 
prepared and iffued by the faid Richard Aldworth, or 
l)is deputy. 5 and tha( no fuch writs o^fubpo^na afore- 
laid; Ihair be admitted, deemed, or taken, as gopj 
and authentick, after the date of our faid letters 
patent, but fuch only as are written and attefted by 
him the faid Richafd A14y^or(I), 0( his deputy ; any 
gfc, cuftom, ftatute, or provifion, to the contrary 
notwithftanding : ipfening likiewife all fuch beneficial 
daufes, and n^ thfiantes^ as are ufi^al, in grants of 
jikc nature, and m^y. render this our intended gra^e 
and favour to hifn.the faid Richard Aldworth, in 
Jaw, good arid effeAually. Arid fpjf fo doing, &c, 

?: 4 To 
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^ir, Dublin CaftV^ June :^ f 6j^ 

WITH 9iuch famfadii^ h^ve I r^peiycj ^om 
of the zj^d inftant, wfiich brjui^ 9i« l)U. 
]^ajefty'8 confent to afteod hiip forthmrith » ^j^MTC 
you many thanks for ypur care in this bi^fin^^ wd 
^e continual watchfulnefs ypu bayc mfed^ iipQO 4II 
ppportuQitieSi to acf[uai|it k^ M^efty if(^ tl^ truth 
^ things* 

I have ordered my cpachei and horfes iisn}e4i4t|Jy 
to W pu( on |b>P bpard I die nea{t y^^k | 0|all cr9fa 
fhe fcaa myfejir, aiyl ha|ten what I c|n (p I^Q^p. 
yopr letter cai^e tp jqae bnt an hour 1^ and this 
being th^ nij^ht for the pp|l to gp| apd tiaY'ui| ngt^i^g 
further material to add* t |hal| ^Pf^^I.H^^ Wl^ (b? 
a^ura^ce q( my )>ein|; u{ifei^nedly| 

your nipft 

taUkf^ Jl9P»!?lc fcffa'ft 

Te Mf» Oqioijjiiw.. 

Mr. (3[odolphip, 

Tpgetii^r wJib yo^r> of tl^ ^i+jlj, I r^<iiietd 
oi>e fmn M^. Secr^tWiX CwWl^J Pf *« ^« ^ 
. upon which, without further h(4|tatiQ9 fV 
^elay, I can adyenture to begin my journey, and in 
l^cf thereuntoy I iha|l (o^with fliip my coaches 

fpr 
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for Ch^r^ intcndmg to be on board myfdf^ qi]i 
Thurfda^ Julfthefth: I |hiU mak^ 99 fuicka dii^\ 
pati:b ^pQO the roadt tQ b» at IfOndoa or Wkidfof, 
irbich of the twp tb9 court 19 at, 4s mjr co«chp and 
t))e. company tb^t k W&th me^ will permits Y^u 
Vjll ta)ce i;:are tbit I be not unprovido^ of lodgings 
|j}tbif at J<on<|oo prWipcJibr, as oc^sUion ihall re- 
(pAte. I am vvy forry we oantiot be certain what 
piy lofd treafur«r'$ int^9tioi99 are^ for we^e I fure 1^ 
^ould be at the Baib^ X wputd not fiiil to go Milfofd 
ivayi tW (bmewbatput pjTihicminaonToad, and an 
)n9oiivenieiit journey frooilience; but you telling oie 
that Hi9 lofdihip's rpmove depends upon the King's 
gping to WindTor, ^nd that botb by yours» and 
9thers }etter9f feeming v<^ry doubtfyla I bave refolved 
of this, nearer wf^y by Cheftcr^ and bope to reach 
T^nclpil jpo(itively Uforf my lord trcafure^ goea to 
fhe Batb, jbo* b<? ttiQwld mtcnd tbat |Quf|icy i pray 
make my cpmplinieifts to my lord treafurer upon this 
fubjed. T 

The laft week I told my brother Henry, that at 
my coming to town, I did not defire any ceremony, 
fiipr%t]j|a|i in ufual ; and truly that which is cuftomary, 
I conceive to be the propereft, and will (hew leaft of 
M\8fi Ul coy CQQUOgt therefore you n^y diicourfc 
with him ^bput it, {q as no more or lefi than the 
prdinary pra^Sice may b^ obftrved* I bave enclofed 
9 news letter, whi^h gives notice pf a parliament on 
fb^rficft pf Septcmb^9 ^ %\{o of my going ofer 
Ijiout my ^yrn private bu^inoft i $s fer the Fottir, 
yoof Imiq^f )fpw tt^tjtQ tr^tb i« In it|. fwW even the 
j:«pprt of the ipfn^ffi .boforci tbe cofifirmMoA by this 
}f9K^hhv^H ^f!fr<oiift At MTprkt to nigke p^rtieg 
j^ i^fj^ippf^ fe a% I ^SioniQl W %i wbeever was 
^im^HWf mi ^fK^WCl «f (q f rwipitalf n calling of 

a par- 



• 
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•a ptrliament here» and likcwife giving fach publici; 
warning thereof, could defi^ no other, than tK^t 
bis Majefty*8 bufinefs (hould fail in mj hands; 
whenever' al parlian^ept 19 ferroufly refolved, there 
muft of neeeffity be fix months time allowed for 
preparing bills, 2|^c. as I have already told you, and 
beiides, the lieutenant muft privately know the King^$ 
inind before it be divulged, that To he may fpeaV 
with per(bns of ihtereft, and cbnflder wit)\ then\ 
how to have eledions made of honei^ pien, arid 
fuch as are well affeded to his Majefty's fervice : if 
thefe meafures will be obferved with good caution, 1 
make no doubt, but I may another year with good 
effeft fee a parliament convened; hct Mr. Harbord 
know that I ha^ve his of tl\e aad, and tell him tlie 
time Mrhen I fet out | pray keep private to yourfelf tl^ 
notice I give you, that t/lr. Secretary Coventry h^ 
Uint new orders in relation to my going over. 

Your inoft affectionate friend^ 

^ ?SSE'X, 

Hi ipi n iiiiiiii^iiiiiiij M i M iiiiiti>wwo<fiy^ i iiiii Il ly iiii yt 

To Mr. Thinne, 

Sir, Dublin Gaftle, June 29, 1675^ 

YOURS of the aad arrived here, together 
with the notice from Mr. feccetary Coventry, 
<and (as you fay) from no, man elfe, that I havp: 
liberty to come over j I am getting out as fiA as I can, 
and hope no countermand wiH be fent to require my 
tksLjj/whfitk I (haU he on- the j^kce, which IbofM^ 
' Witt 
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will be fpeedily ; I queftion not but my journey will 
be very fatisfa^ory to his Majefty, and then I fliall 
have the opportunity to acknowledge your care and 
incjuftry in relatiop to all hnfinefs of this conptry, 
and remain. 

Your inoft affefiionate 

|uid faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To the Earl of Anglefej^. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 29, 1675. 

YOyRS of the :^2d of June came to my haqd 
this day, wherein you mention the concern of 
the |apfed moqey. Yqur lordihip who underftands the 
affairs of this kingdom perfectly, cannot but know 
that feveral queftions will arife in the equal diftribu- 
(ion of a tax of this nature, but I do aifure your 
lordfliip, I have never raifed any unneceflary difficul-r 
ties, and Dr. Hall who foUicits hjs bui^nefs in my 
lord of Orrery's behalf, can witnefs, that I have 
given him all the due difpatch he could defire, which 
I fliall continue to do fo long as I ftay here, and in 
my abfence, I prefume my lords juftices may go on 
in the fame manner as if I were prefent. 

My journey I ^all begin this next week, fo as 
hoping to fee your lordfhip fpeedtly, I need ^dd no 
fnore, remaining with perkA truth, 

Yoi^r Lordfhip's 

mod faithf^l humble fervant, 

^6S{;x. 

To 
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My Loc^i Dublin Caftle, Jfuaie i^ 1671* 

• 

JHE court of cxcheqiKT have yefterdty given 
judgment againft Hawkini of this town, fe 
pftfume all the reft who are interefled in the 
*iean profits of land, tet out, for Englifli arrears and 
doubling ordnance money will come in, and not 
ftuid any fiuther trial ; Ms Mijefty's letter Impowers 
aie to make compofitions and agreements with the 
parties concemedt wUeh I ftudl do to the beft ad« 
vantage I can, but my journey into En^and being 
ib near as tlie negt week, I fear I (hall mylelf diC* 
patch little of this bnfineft, yet when t go, I flul| 
leave this affiur in fafe handsi to treat vrith perfims^ 
%at Mtto conchide wiAont my (pedal diredioiis* 

I am, y^ur lordfliip*a 
moft fiuthfttl Immble fervant, 

E$SEX4 



Te 
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TotiKkrdAiiagier. 

My Lm4 DttbKfi Qiffl^, Jsne s^ 1675* 

I Haw rectmd yours of die aad^ aod give your 
lord(hip thanks for the itocelligences yo« tkereht 
fend me ; I am juft preparing for my journey^ which 
I will haften with all the fpeed I can, and therefore 
have nothing to add^ but So dtfirt the oontimiaflot 
of your kindnefs to 

Your lordlhip^s moft 

faithful hiiniHtt ftffvantk 

£SSEZ» 



muj t nm ! ■■■ 



To the eatl of Arlk^ton* 

My Lord* london, July 941b) 1675. 

ON Wednefilay laft, Ihadtlie Iktisfaaioii of » 
letter bom your lordfhip $ I am forry it wan 
my misfortune to arrive after you left the eoufft^ aaA 
I fear I Aalt not ftay long enough taAc yo«r lord- 
ftip, at your return ; but whererer I am, yout lorck 
8»p may affitre yoitrfclf of all real and faidiful fee* 
wxs whick to ibeutmoft of my poweer cte be per* 
ftmoed to you* aod I (hall iie^cr forget the oblig^'' 
tMifi^ which your ferdlhip has been pleafed to place 
H§om me. 

The mmiey m qneflko: between ye«r loidllup anA 
m]^ locd Rauiflagh muft be detemoBed before I gsi 
liiiek I it may perhaps be a queftion, whether th» 
King wjtt hawt tkfr baatfil oC this it^k uir permiik 

your 
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jour lorilhip to receive it, and for this your Idrdfhip 
has his Majefty\ letter i but I donot^ if I rightly ap- 
pfdiend the cafe, (ee how my lord Ranelagh can 
aVoid the payment of it i b4Ving nothing fiirther tb 
adid^ I defire your lordihip will continue the belief 
and efteem of me, a$ being 

*Your lordfiiip's moft fs^ithfuj; 

and m^ft humbk fer vant^ . 

tSSEJf. 

IMirtiMi ■■ kmuthBHiuutdUmuiiihUmm ■■ ti — 

To the Lords Juftices4 

My Lords, London, Jdy 27th, 1675^ 

I Have received your lordfhips of the 14th inifamt^ 
together with the papers enclofed, concerning 
Mr. Nugent ; the matter, as I conceive, requires 
no great hafte, and as yet t have not had leifure to 
[perufe and confidef it^ btlt fd fooii as I (ball get 
time, I (hall examine his preteniions^ and then youf 
tordihips ihslli hear further from me^ 

When the privy council here, fat lafl, (ome rules 
were agreed for the giving of pafles to (hips, and 
becaufe it l¥ds conceived ufeful to purfue the fame ^ 
method in granting pafles for (hips in Ireland, a <:opf 
was ordered to be fent me, the tranfcript whertof is- 
here enclofed, that in cafe any fue for fuch palTes^ 
your lord(hips may be inftruded in what -form to 
grant them* As I was writing this letter^ another 
from your lord(hips of the 17th alrived, whereiK 
you acquaint me with the late proceedings in the 
city of Dublin ^ I am very glad that Sir John Tpltie 

and 
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Imd Mr. Phtlpot are difpatched, it being a hopeful 
fign that the city will at length return to their right 
fenfes again ; as for the mayor, I did indeed reconH* 
mend Mr. Jarvis as a man of feme fpirit and relblu- 
tion, and therefore fit to fupply the place at this 
tinie$ but if alderman Smith, who truly t did nOt 
nominate, in regard he lives frequently out of town, 
will take it, he Is a tnan without exception, and I 
Ihould be glad he had it before any other, but either 
of them, I cobcei^^ may do very well* ' 

I atn^ • ybiit lordfhips 

ttioft faithful humble fenraht^ 

f ESSEX, 

m w i w m n m»ik9t A i iiiiiii n iiii i m iiiiili u M m M 

To fir Arthur Forbefc. 

Sir^ London, July 47th, 1675. 

SINC£ my arrival here, I find all things vttf 
fair and clear towards me^ and that which 
pleafes me beft is, that I perceive an inclination to 
give me a fpeedy difpatch, and I hope it will be 
found my journey will be of advantage to his Mt* 
jefty's fervice. I have fo little time at my firft coming 
to town, as I can fay no more, but conclude with 
telling you^ am ever with fincerity. 

Your moft faithful 

and affectionate fcrvant^ 

ESSEX. 

T© 
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TetkekidClMicdfoh 

My towi^ htmdonp Jutjr 27111, 167];^ 

I Have fo Ikth time to myfelf nov, vpoa entcriM^ 
iato affair* here» ai I baxt much ada to get le^ 
fore to write my Ietten» however that jour gjraoe 
may know how things ftand in relation to myfdf, I 
can give you this brief account^ oiy reception here 
hath been as kind as is pofflble^ and that which ir 
moft obliging of all, is the readinefs that I meet with 
amonf aH his Majefty*s minifters, to give me a 
ipeedy difparch ^ we have made feme entries at the 
nrivv r oM Tif* ?^ upon the a l F^ irt whirh occafionedr uk% 
journey, and by what I <uk difcem^ it will not be 
long ere I (hall cmtMt all^ aidi reiufn« Juft now 
there is news arrived for certain^ that Marflut 
T^scae, ii- he ^«as tfim§ with a fmall party^. to 
imm feme groniulfti was kiUtd wt*- a eanndn flsot; 
hia^iathaais baljeved^ wiH vftdonbsdll/ bo oS guM: 
QOfifeqwean to afaisi abfoaci 

I afn> yoiw Graee*s nmlk 
feilhM^huilMfefecwHit^ 



r^ 
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To the lorfs Juftices, 

My Lords, London, July 31, 1675. 

I Have acquainted the King with the feveral infor- 
mations you fent me, concerning the late taking 
away of a Dutch (hip out of the port of Dublin; 
hfsMajefly Teems very feniible of the injury, but 
the eicaminations not naming the fhip, nor the cap^ 
tain which committed the fa£t, I do a little doubt 
how reparation can be demanded j this affair ^will be 
confidered here, and fome order taken therein. 

I amy your lordfliips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



.To the lords Juftices. / 

^fy Lords, . / Bath, Auguft 21, 1675^ 

I Have received two of your letters of the loth 
of Auguft, in one of them was enclofed a peti- 
tion of Jacob Jedtfes, concerning the (hip which was 
lately taken by the French privateer ; fo foon as I 
WAit upon the King, which will be the next week, I 
flifdl acquaint him with the matter : the other en- 
clofed a ftate of the condition of Sir Hugh Middle- 
jton's company :.as for fuch monies which he h^h 
taken upon impreft, the company muft be reimburfed 
it again, by the commiflioners of the treafury, there 
being an order k^ng ago fent them; not to impreft. 
Y any 
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your lordihips may know what fliall be done in thi» 
affair, I have herewith enclofed Mr. Secretary Co* 
ytntrfs letter, fignifying his Majeftjr's plcafure^ 
which I defire you will purfue fo foon as Sir Lyond 
Jenkins hath given his opinion, in what manner the 
captain and Ihip are to be brought to trial : your lord- 
fliips fhall have notice what is further to be done. 

I am, your lordihips 

moft laithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To the lords Juftices. 

London, September 18, 1675. 
My Lords, 

SOME little time before I left Dublin, I fent an 
order by qonfent of the commiffioners of the 
treafury, ta the farmers at Cork-houfe, requiring 
them to keep in their hands two thoufand five bun* 
dred pounds, due by patent, to the duke of Oroiond, 
out of the quit-rents, till they fhould receive fome 
further diredlion from me ; this matter having been 
in debate here, my lord RaneUgh has confented, 
that it (hall be paid unto my lord duke of Ormond ; 
there is this circumftance in the cafe fie to ^icquaint 
your lordihips with, that regularly the .money ought 
to have been paid out of the rcp.t^ due. at Lady day 
laft, but for the convenience of* th^ undertaking! 
transferred it to the quarter due at J^\d{^mmcr ; 
therefore your lordihips may be pleafed to dired yoor 

order 
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order accordingly, that his grace may receive the 
benefit of his patent. 

I am^ 

Your lordihips 

moft faithful humble fervent, 

ESSEX. 



To Sir Arthur Forbefe. 

Sir, London, September 25, 1675. 

TIERE hath happened a thing of fome impor- 
tance here, which in regard it relates to Ire- 
land, and fome perfons may officioufly write over, 
and perhaps in fuch terms as may be to the difadvan- 
tage of a great perfon here, who hath appeared much 
my friend, and done me feveral good offices ; I 
conceive it may not be amifs, that yourfelf, for whom 
I have a moft particular efteem, do know the truth, 
that fo you may do right to the peribn concerned, in 
cafe any thing be ftirred to his prejudice. * 

On Thurfday Mr. Pitts, comptroller to the duke, 
being called to the committee appointed by his Ma- 
jefty, to confider of the propofals for the new farm, 
he behaved himfelf in fo unhandfome a manner, as I 
have never feen the like, fpeaking in moft rude and 
indecent terms to Mr. Secretary Coventry and my 
lord treafurer, and to the latter with moft unworthy 
irefleSions ; on Friday he was called again, the King 
faimfelf being prefent, where he behaved himfelf ftill 
worfe than before, and being prefled to explain what 
Jie meant by the word direded to my lord treafurer, 
he faid, that which he had to offer, was upon the 
Y 3 Golle£Hons 
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colledions he had made by that which he had beard 
from others i and being further urged ta fpeak out, 
and tell the fubftance of what he had to objed, after 
many fhiftings, he faid, that my lord t.reafuFer had 
an underftanding with fome of thQ(e who treated for 
the farm. My lord treafurer behaved himfelf very 
worthily on the occafion, and the .other rather like a 
mad man, than one who underftood what he at* 
tempted; his Majefty hath appoinM to-morrow in 
the afternoon to hear the bufinefs ; I am confident 
fome by ends have provoked Mr. Pitts to do what he 
hath done, and 'tis fit; he; ihQiild fmart feverely for it, 
if he fail (which I have good grounds to believe he 
will do) in bis proof : 'tis l^e, and therefore I give 
yott this imperfed accQuot^ to avoid mifuiformaiion* 
I am. Your nigft aSedioaate 

and moft bumhle ftrvant^ . 

ESSEX. 
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To th^ Lprds Justices. 

My Lords; . Lopdon, Sept. a8, 1675. 

I DO herewith kf^ youf lord&ips a copy of my 
orders concerning the removal of the forces out 
«>f the North, which you may pkafe to put in exe- 
cution, and place tbem in fuch qu^rtefs as you judge 
moft convenient. Hc;re is aUb a petition of Mn 
Dempfey, which hath been fhewn his Majefty, 'who 
being informed that the Governors oa the place have 
always power to pardon, his Majefty did not think 
fit to interpofe by letter ; wherefore you may pleafe 
to enc^uire bow the matter goes upon th« trial, in 
cafe it happens to be before my arrival t and tf it ap-. 
pears as 'tis ftated in.the petition, he may kcm't pro- 
per objcjft of mercy. ' . * I have 
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I have received your lordfhips of the 21ft inftaiit, 
and do well approve of that care you have taken for 
the pay due to the northern forces. . As to the 
lieutenant and boatfwain of the French fhip, I do 
conceive his Majefty*s intention was not to detain 
either of them, but only the commander himfelf, 
they being to obey his orders : however, not having 
time to know his Majefty's pleafure, I muft refpite 
the faying anj^thing therein pofitively 'till the next 
poft. The farm was on Sunday laft quite concluded 
with Sir William Petty, Sir James Shean, &c. Mr. 
Pitts and Sir John Baber are gone out, and Mr. Hill 
and one Mr. Rider, reputed a wealthy man, are come 
into their places. This being done, and my in- 
ftrudions already figned^ and feveral other things 
difpatched, I hope to begin my journey very fud- 
denly, and do therefore defire your Lordfhips will be 
pleafed to order the yatch and dogger boats to attend 
me at Holyhead on the 17th of Odober. I am. 

Your Lordfhips 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To the Lord Chancellor. 

My Lord., London, Oft. 2, 1675. 

I HAVE received your Grace's of the 2ifl of Sep- 
tember, and do fully agree with you in your 
opinion concerning the farm : for 'tis almofl impof- 
jfible for his Majefly's council at law here to know 
Y 4 and 
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and underftand all the little intrigues relating to his 
revenue of that kingdom of Ireland ; and I am con- 
fident, that as my being on the place hath been of 
fome advantage to his Majefty in the fetting of the 
farm, the affiftance of Sir John Temple, his Majeft/s 
fdlicitor for that kingdom, will be of great ufe to 
the attorney-general here in drawing the covenants ^ 
and the attorney himfelf, who is as worthy and 
knowing a perfon as I h^ve ever met with, is fuffici- 
ently fenfible thereof. I am very defirous this bull- 
nefs Ihould be perfef^ed before I ftir ; and, indeed, I 
hope it will be fo, and that I fliall b^ able to begin 
my journey about Tuefday or Wednefday come 
fe'nnight, at leaft within a day or two pf that time. 
Sir Lionel Jenkins hath given his opinion to bis 
Majefty concerning the French captain Chelin, and 
by the next I ihall fend your Grace and S^r Arthur 
yorbefe a copy thereof, together with hb Majeft/s 
order concerning the trial of him, as alfo a difediofi 
what (hall be done with the lieutenant and boatfwain, 
who are yet detained prifoners. Haying nothing fur- 
ther to add, I remain. 

Your Grace's 

mqft faithful humble feryant^ 



£SS£X. 
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To Sir Arthur Forbefe. 

Sir, London, OA. 2, 1675. 

1HAVE received yours of the 21ft of September, 
together with the letter of intelligence out Of 
Scotland, of which his Majefty has been made ac- 
quainted. Several of the like accounts have comd 
from thence hither, and I found my lord duke of 
Lauderdale knew of that lord's being in Ireland, 
which you name in your letter. Having made it 
known to his Majefty, I have no further to do with 
the affairs of that country ; but I perceive that they' 
are pretty confident here, that tho' many are difcon- 
tented in Scotland, yet matters will end well. 

I have written by this packet to my lord Chan- 
cellor, and have faid fomething concerning the French 
captain, which, prefuminghis will tell you, I fliall 
add no more, remuning with perfed trudi. 

Your moft affe£tionate 

and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lords Juftices. 

London, Oft. 26, 1675* 
My Lords, 

I HAVE received your Lordfhips of the 20th in- 
ftant, and am very glad to hear that you have 
found an expedient to anfwer the pay to the northern 
forces, that they may be enabled to remove into other 
quarters* 

As 
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As foon as the bargain was made for new farming 
the revenue of Ireland, I did. move his Majefty, that 
the whole advance-money, being 60000 1. might be 
referred untouched, to fupply fuch defeds as would 
appear at Chriftmas next, on the winding up of my 
lord Ranelagh's undertaking ; it being eafy to fore- 
fee, that confidering the defalcations which have bc^i 
allowed to the farmers, and the monies overpaid by 
my lord Ranelagh, a large proportion of the grow^ 
ing pay on the civil and military lifts, would daen 
remain unfatisfied, his Majefty having promifed that 
this fum ihall be kept indre for thofe ufes. I de^ 
fire you will ftruggle it put as well as you can, in 
the mean time, and I do hope this money will enable 
us to clear things reafonably well, and fupport die 
government for the future, till the new rents payable 
do come in. 

I have berewilli cndofed the report of Sir Lionel 
Jenkins, together with the order of the council, in 
relation to Chelin. Your Lordfbips may pleafe to 
make him fenfible of the condition he is in, and 
that 'tis purely his Majefty's mercy he is not pro- 
ceeded ajaifift for his life : that therefore he muft 
fpeedily take care to give fatisfadion for the loiTes 
thcfe merchants have fuftained, or otherwife proceis 
will go on againft them. The order of council 
giving 'fo full directions in the point, I need add 
nothing more. Here is alfo endofed a letter in bev 
half of Dr. Taafe, for paffing a patent on. a certiT 
ficate, which grant your lordihip may be pleafed tq 
perfed. As for your rooms in the cuftom-houfe, 
mentioned in your letter to be paiTed to the ufe of 
the lord Ranelagh and future vice-^treafurera, here is 
a perfon who claims them by patent, cks belonging to 
the craner's office : yet I Ihall not ftop them on that 

fcore^ 
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(core ; but the reafon why I defire your Lordihips 
will fufpend it for fome little time, is, left the new 
farmers might, by their agreements, have fome little 
right to it ; and I (hould be loth, upon fo flight a 
particular, to embrace fo great a bargain. Within 
a day or two fome of them may be fpoken with j and 
if they have no pretentions to thefe rooms, I fhall 
by the next leave your lordfhips at liberty to grant 
'them conformable to his Maje%'s letters. 

Here is one Mr. Gill, who hath petitioned me to 
be excufed from being fheriffof the county of Down. 
Some friends of his having importuned me in the 
thing, I defire your Lordftiips will be pleafed not to 
prick him this year. I remain. 

Your Lbrdfliips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 



To the Lords Juftices. 

London, Oft. 31, i675. 
My Lords, 

IH A V E received yours of the 26th of OSober, 
which arrived not till Wednefday, fo as the poft 
was gone ere I had it. I prefume, before this, orders 
concerning the privateer, which I fent ten days or a 
fortnight fince, will be come to you. The new 
farmers, not having as yet palTed their patent, I can- 
not certainly prefix the time when I fhall be going, 
it being requifite that I fee the matter fettled before I 
ftir. One of my fervants, Thgmas Skelton^ is lately 

dead; 
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dead ; having a fmall employment, either cuftomer 
or colledor of the port of Galway, I defire your 
lordfliips will be pleafed to grant it to Robert Jones» 
a very honeft man, and one who hath ferved me ever 
itnce my coming into Ireland, and upon dikt accouiit 
I recommend him to your lordfhips. I am glad to 
liear the city of Dublin continues fo quiet. Sir John 
Totty b in town, and complaining perpetually of his, 
hard ufage, but I do not find he is likely to meet with 
any countenance in this place i fo as I hope we (hall 
hereafter have no more trouble from thofe feditious 
people. Your Lordfhips acauainted me with a letter 
you had received for the granting fome rooms to the 
vice-treafurer : you may pleafe to 'pafs the patent £6 
foon as you fliall think fit, I am. 

Your Lordfliips 

moft faithful humble fervanV, 

£ S S E X« 



To the Lords Juftices. 

London, Nov. 6, 1675. 
My Lords, 

YOUR Lordfliips will herewith receive a letter 
figned by his Majefty for the paffing a new 
grant of his land to the lord Fitzharding, and for 
the remittal of his quit-rents. The matter hath been 
fiilly confidered by his Majefty here, and he is re- 
folved the patent fliall pafs ; wherefore your Lord- 
fbij^ may be pleafed to perfeft tlK graiit fo. foon H 

application 
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application (hall be made to you in my lord Fijx« 
hardlng's behalf. I am. 

Your Lordfhips 

moft faithful humble fenrant, 

ESSEX. 

The like letter was fent to the Lords Juftlces in 
behalf of the lor4 Clare and lord Dillon. 



To Sir Arthur Forbefe. 

Sir, London, Nov. 2, 1675. 

IH A V E received yours of the 27th laft paft, 
wherein you meption a captain to be lately dead. 
His Majefty has promifed fo many, and recommended 
divers of ^hem fo efFeAually to me for employments 
of this fort, that being on the place, I intend, be- 
fore I difpofe of this command, to acquaint his Ma- 
jefty therewith. 

The other day my lord Ranelagh alledging, that he 
had already paid the t^n months arrear to the army, 
had there been any order for the fo doing, and by the 
next poft appointed "Mr. Beecher to remind yourfclf 
and my lord Chancellor to iflTue fuch warrants as are 
neceflary in this bufinefs, I defire you would com- 
municate this matter to iny lord Chancellor, that no. 
delay may prejudice the army therein. The poft 
being juft going, I .can fay no more, but that I am, 
with perfeft truth, . 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Te 
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To Sir Jofcph Willlamfon. 



Sir, Lcfndbn^ Nov. 12, 1675. 

I HAVE perufcd the draft of a letter for the 
. granting of feveral quit-rents to Sir William 
Talboty and fhall only obferve this to you, that the 
lOOoli per annumy which his Majefty has referved to 
Umfelf todifcharge as of -^race, is already difpofed 
of. I muft alfo tell you, tftat the quit-rents by this 
letter intended to be paft, are iiTuable out of pro- 
teftants eftates, which I have ever thought Ineon- 
venient to be granted to perfons of the Romifli per- 
fuafion. This having acquainted you with, I (hall 
humbly fubmit to any further declaration of his Ma- 
jefty's plekfure, who am. 

Your moft faithful humble fehraitt, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lordi Jufticesi 

London, Nov. 12, 1675. 
My Lords, 

YOUR Lbrdfliips will herewith receive a lift of 
fuch perfoHs as have letters for the, remittal of 
their quit-rents but of the- iobol. per annunij which 
his Majefty hath referved power to himfelf to dif- 
charge, as of grace ; their feverftl pretenfions having 
been fully confidered by his Majefty here, I have al- 
ready recommended the pafling of fome of their pa- 
tents ; and fbr the reft, I deiire your iordfliips will 

be 
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bepleafed to difpatch them as they fhall come in 
courfe; I am. 

Your Lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Terfojis who have preteiliioiis to be difcharged oC 
quit-rents out of the 1000 !• per annum. 

Mr. Fleming - -£•56 
Lord Fitxharding - - 346 
Sir Philip Percival - 80 
Lord Pillon - - - 455 
Lord Clare - - - 354 
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Mr.Le^.hathaparticuIarptomire 92^4 



To the Lord Chancellor. 

London, Nov. 16, i^75i». 
My Lord, . ,. , 

1H A V E received your lordfhip's of the . 6th in*- 
ftant, together with two others of the* 30th of 
Odober and 2d of November, which I. ordered Mr* 
Beecher to acknowledge. As for the difference be- 
tween Sir William Davis and Mr. feijeant Ofbom,^ i 
am . not willing to concern myfelf in it ;, But me- 
thinks it might better be :determined on the) plaoe^ 
either by the. King at arms, xx the jiidgesji to whoai 

'it 
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it more properly belongs. The new farmers here 
are gomg on with their grants ; and I hope in one 
week more that bufinefi will be perfefied; which 
done, I Aippofe my ftajr will be but few days longer. 
Having nothing further to add, I remain with all 
truth. 



Your Lordfliip's 
moft faithful humble fervant. 



E d S E X. 



To the Lords Jiiftice:. 

ZiOndon, Nov. i6, 1675. 
My Lords, 

YOUR Lordfhips will herewith receive a petition 
of Sir Hugh Middleton, for the taking off z 
ftop which is now upon his pay. I defire your lord- 
ihips will be pleafed to confider his cafe ; and tho' 
I am confident he hath been much to blame in the 
management of this affair of his company, yet you 
may be pleafed to ihew him fome favour in allowing 
him fome of his pay, he lying now in a very weak 
condition, and having, as I believe, no other fupport 
but his command, for the maintenance of himfelf and 
his family. 

I am informed, that feveral of the foot companies 
in Ireland are in great neceflity of clothing, and that 
the commiffioners of the treafury, when they give out 
their ailignments for the pay of the army, and make 
their dedudions for their cloaths, yet, at the fame 
time, they do not anfwer the money fo dedu£ied, tho' 
- * they 
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. ^hey charge it as paid to the foldiers. Your lord* 
ihips may pleafe to take thfs matter into confidera* 
. tion, and to order that the ihdnies for cloathing the 
jumy be paid to the nhdeftakers, by fuch equal 
proportions, as it becomes due, and as the com- 
mifEoners of the treafury difcount it for the fame. 
His Majefty formerly figned a letter for the granting 
Sir Henry Howard all the forfeited lands, gbods, &c, 
of one ■' ■ Wibrance a merchant in Dublin. I 
defii'e your Lordfliips would give fuch direftions 
therein as you find convenient. I hope now to be 
difpatched within a fortnight, and by the next I may 
tell your Lotdihips the day I defign to begin my 
J9ttrney. I am. 

Your Lordihips 

moft f^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



mHUt 



To Sir Arthur Forbefe. 

London, Nov. 16, 1675. 
Sir, 

I AM very forry to hear your indifpofition hath 
forced you to go into the country for air, but I 
hope this will find you returned in good health again. 
Your letter, to pafs your patent for a vifcount, 1 havt 
herewith enclofed. I had fent it fooner, but that 
every day hoped to be difpatched, fo as I might have 
come wcr and pafled it myfelf. I fprcfee my kcep- 
2 ing 
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iDg u fo long by me hath hindered you of one place; 
Cor my lord Aungier, as I am told/ is paffing a pa- 
tent here co be a vifcount } and left it flibuld be more 
to your prejudice, if I Chould detain it^ I hav6 noifr 
haAened it to you. I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervanty 

ESSEX. 

To the Earl of Carlingford. 

London, Nov. 23, 1675. 
My lx)rd^ 

YOUR lordihip's letters of the 6th and 20th of 
November, I am to acknowledge. As for my 
lord Ranelagb's pretenfions to the arrears of ^uit- 
rents on Mr. White's land, ever finoe they were de- 
creed, the lawyers where you are can beft inform 
you, upon the perufal of my lord Ranelagh's con- 
trad'; but, for my own part, I am apt to think he 
hath fome title to them. 

I (hall not fail in giving my. utmoft affiftance to 
bis Majefty for the confidering your lordlhip's coiidi- 
tion ; and if my advices may prevail, you (hall not 
. be forgotten on the new eftablifliment. 'Tis not 
ftrange that it fhould be written into Ireland that I 
ihottld not return, it bring the talk of this town for 
many days ; but, I am certain, without the leaft 
ground in the world, his Majefty having commanded 
me yeftcrday to prepare Ipcedily for my journey. For 

the 
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the little complaints which may be made againft ifie^ 
1 io not hear an^ of them ftirritig ; nor, I aih fuVe^ 
can they find any thing material to obje£b^ Upon the 
whole, I am not at all uneafy at the little ftories and 
reports that fly abroad ; and fhall always endeavour 
to preferve the repute of ahhoneft man ; and, upon 
that fcore^ I doubt hot to continue in your lordlhip'g 
eReiem, which is much valued by^ 

Your Lordfliip's 

moil faithful kutnMe fervant^ 

ESSEX, 



<iw>coaiPtiBoi 



To Mr. Soliicitoh 

Sir> Londbn, NoV. 43, 1675. 

IHA VE received yours of the i6th of Novem* 
ber, and give you thanks for thfe care you have 
taken to poflefs my wife with the falihood of thofe 
tepbrts that are fent over^ which feefti fo much td 
trouble her : indeed, 1 do believe, that the difquieC 
which (he took was the occaAon of her coming be* 
fore her time. As to my return^ 1 am vei'jr Certain 
I fliall, tho* fome here have endeavoured what they 
could to prevent it. I would be glad the farm were 
fettled : we think it now pretty nca^ j and, I am 
fure, the farmers have at leaft 50000 1, ready of their 
advance^money. After the warrant is figned, they 
are to pay down 20000 1, which done, I (hall imme-* 
diately prepare to come away. I have fo much bud- 

Z a nefs^ 
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nefs, that I cannot write more at large to you, how- 
CTer, you may be afluredy that I am with perfeft 
truth. 

Your moft affedionate humble fenrant, 

ESSEX. 



'mmm 



To the Lords Jufticet. 

London, Nov. £3, 1675. 
My Lords, 

HERE is little now to give you an account of, 
fave only^ that the farm feems to be very near 
agreed. As foon as the warrant is figned, I Ihall 
immediately prepare to return. In your Iordfliip*s 
letter of the 13th, you inention Mr. Philpot, who 
fiill continues under reftraint. The crime for which 
he was committed, being the publifliing fome fedi- 
tious books, I conceive he has fuffered enough for 
an oiFence of that nature, and, upon application, your 
Xrordfliips may pleafe to difmifs him. Your Lordfliips 
will herewith receive a letter in favour of col. Legg, 
which you may pleafe to pafs, when his agent ihall 
foltidt it. I am. 

Your Lordfliips 

Wft faithful humble Tervant^ 
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To the Lords Juftices* 

London, Dec. 4, 1675* 
My Lords, 

1C AN now tell you, that the farm is concluded, 
the warrant for pafling the patent being figned. 
The farmers were to pay 20000 1. down this day, 
and are to pay lOoool. more on the 26th of De- 
cember, and the 30000 1. being the remainder of the 
advance-money upon fealing their patent, which is to 
be perfeded by the 20th of January next. In the 
mean time Chriftmas drawing fo near, at which time, 
the prefent farqi. expiring, and confequently no of-, 
iicers in power to collect the revenue, a commiffion 
is ordered to be expedited forthwith, for putcing tb^ 
revenue into management, wherein there are five 
commiiEoners named on his Majefty's behalf, and fix 
on the farmers* Thofe on the. King's, I propofed to. 
be Sir Charles Meredith and Sir James Cuff, who 
are likewife to coiitinue during the* whole time of 
the farm, tg f\ipervife, and I know all things a£ted. by 
the farmers, as monies received, &c. The other on 
bis Majefty's, part, are Capt. S^one, Dr. Ward, and 
Mr. Thomas Taylor : they are not as yet approved 
by his Majefty, but I prefume they will be allowed, 
and the conuniflion compleated on Monday next : 
however, it is neceflary that fome perfons be impow- 
ered immediately from Chriftmas nexc to colle£i the 
King's revenue, and. therefore 'tis expedient a pro- 
clamation be iiTued, authorizing all the coll^dors of 
the prefent farm to proceed as his Majefty's officers 
ffom Chriftmas next, to gather in the revenue. I 
<iefire your Lordihips to dired his Majefty's council 
Z 3 to 
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to prepare a proclamation accordingly, ordering thefe 
prefent colledors, as his Majefty's officers, to go 
pn with their receipts from and after Chriftmas, and 
to be entertained with the fame falaries, and on the 
fame tormi^ and to teeoiint in the fame manner as 
they have done, and now do, for the prefent farmers. 
Upon Tuefday fi#xt your Lofdfliips IhaU receive ad<» 
vke front me te ifiii^ tito iM prc«)intMioii. Tfaer# 
is a letter of my ldr4 Ran^tiigli fdP gra»tiiig the in* 
hertlande of Athlon*^ to litfli : it ^e^ ifk Mr. Roger 
Jones'^ h^fids. I loo)^ upt^n^ tllM |^ae» to be ^f flicb 
eohfequenee, as I wte ui^witt^ngK ««^ {|afr the I^he^ 
ritante barelf Kp<^' th^ KiHg'^ letter, hil f$fM 
^ueftiofi might bMiafter aiife | saad Ai^tehn dt&mi 
it tni^t bli ithMfd in cowcil htrtf^ Whkb it waft 
yefterday, and ^ the King then ordevtd k ftiould bo 
6mgc ; fo that your LonMiips a^f pteafe to pafe it 
l^h«n you think !fit. f hervwitb kiui you a pttitioi^ 
ef one Mr. Mand^^'iUe ; jeup L^pMkips tnsty pcruA^ 
Mid givt fuch oridors m it as. you think eei>Ve«wnik 
Sir PbtUp Percival's letter ^|i the remitfai of bis qak^ 
rents, fent fome time ftiic^ yMr Lordfliips may« al^ 
pleafe to pafs, his Majefl/ teivlng giVM partkultar 
brders therein. ^ 

There is likewitb a polfnt for 09e Fufdeji, whoA 
buflnefk' Mr. Sollieitor tinderftands^ ijioroughty | and^ 
1 beKeve, there is no hazard in giving hkn a new* 
grant : if your Lord&ips, upon oimfidevation, are of 
the fame mind', yt^ may pka(^ to d& It/ Sir Robert 
H^miltoif is very fdti^i^us for lodj. mor-o out of 
the Conc^rdatHm^ as ftei<etary to-' the commiffioners 
6f accounts and* couQ<iU of trad^. I know not well 
)ibw thei^ monies tnay be charged^ hue t recommend 

I ■•*»-.<-•'- ) ~ • , . ;■ . . , • t 
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it to your Lordfhips to do therein, as your flock will 
held out. I am. 

Your Lordfhip's 

fiioft flithfu] Jbumble fervant. 



ESSEX. 
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To the Lorf Gninwd, 

Lphdoo, Dec. 4, li?^^^ 
•: l^ylMdy : . . . . ■ • .-.; •,:; .:^ 

YOUR Ja|l letter brii^ .jao(^, very meUncboIy 
ilews coiaicerning the piy .^f the arm]^ ^y i^* 
Ib^ of tbe ftcgp wbkb tb? f^^fP^^^ i^^ ^e^^ib^f 
to make ufK)% tbeiir reafs . and xiuftoms*. .W^ ajro 
now imfbedisfely paying in iooQQ^. to the Fpactbs 
hertt^ upon tlfeir cngagefoen^, forthwith to fend ordqri 
le their ^^a^pniSipmus in Ireland to pay3000Q(. the^e } 
£0 a» I hope thi# defeA will be jpr^fently ren^edied i a^d 
iild«cdl it i^.in^se than time it.ibould* The perpetual 
trouble of foUiciting bufinefs gives me fo little tinnc^ 
that I cai^iot ' writ^ fo ait lai^ to you as I wodd : 
liowever, I defirc your Lordihip to efteem me, wixh 
^featfutb, 

Yom Lof^fhip'a ....;. 
« moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To 
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To the Lords Juftioes. 

London^ Dec. 7, 1^75;. 
My Lords, 

IH A V £ received your Ix>rdihips of the 301!^ 
of November. The ftop of monies by the far« 
mers, cannot but put you to many ftreights in Ire* 
land. I hope that matter is come to fo good a coq- 
cluiion now between the lord Ranelagh and principal 
^rmers here, as your Lordihips will find no farther 
trouble therein : a copy of the agreement is herewith 
cnclofed, fo as noyr the pay of the army will reft 
wholly upon the undertakers. By the laft I gave 
your Lordihips notice of the neceffity of a proda* 
mation to be fpeedtly ifliied, declaring the farmers 
receivers to be the 'King's officer) ; this fliould be 
fpeeded as fopn as may be. ^ I have herewith fent 
you a draft of one to that effied. I defire youa 
Lordfhips will let it bci perufed by his Majefty's 
learned council, but fuch additions and alterations a$ 
are found neceflary, may be inferted, and the procla«P 
mation immediately publifhed, that no time may b< 
loft therein. 

I am now well alTured that I fhall begin my jour- 
ney on Monday next, being the 13th inftant, and 
hope to reach Holyhead by the one or two and tweiv- 
tieth : wherefore I defire your Lordihips would be 
pleafed to order the yatch to meet me there. I am, 

Your Lordihips 

moft faithful humble feryant, 

ESSEX. 
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T^ the Lord Granard* 

London, Dec. 7, 1675. 
My Lord, 

1H A V £ received your Lordfhipts of the 29th ot 
November, the moft part of it difcourfing p£ 
the calling of a parliament in Ireland, I am clearly 
pf opinion, it would be much for his Majefty^s fei:« 
vice ; and I am confident, if right means weretaken^ 
they would readily be brought to grant hi9 Majeftjf 
fo confiderable a fupply, as would fet a^I things ifl| 
Terv good order in that l^mgdom. Biit the neceflarjf 
preparations to it cannot be efFeded 1 and matters 
are in fuch pofture here, as make medefpair of an/ 
good to be done by a parliament in. Ireland. Aii4 
therefore I conceive, till a happier conjuntfture^ 'tia 
rather better to let it alone, than to call one, and bc^ 
baffled in it. 

I now hope to be with your Lordlhip fo foon, that 
I ihall not difpofe of ilhe lieutenant's {dace till I 9X^ 
pve, whoam. 

Your Lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant^ 

' '.' ■; • * 

E.8SEX. 
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T« *e Xoidt Jufticea. 

Whitehall, Dec. 14, 1675, 
My Lords, 
^I^HE dDtoirfCobte\iniii«ii^Us Mtjcfiy't re« 
4 iWuie^ - with the war^am thereunto ami^ed^ 
clililiiiiilngthfe hkdi ^ AcwgjMtntnt mih die:>ia.t 
teMed fkrtkMrt 'tiieiMf, wiK> Uavte already wiruicti 
a6M6K «)ib»*ttMrijttkie^ is ^s ^y di^tcbed from 
UHi«e, iMi'teJit bj Mr. ^w«rd Wigg and Mr. TIm- 
liis Widlei^'W|i» ah'lnfo ef tlio commiffionera tfaeieia 
iNiMid. -rdifliyi^our'iiiiiidftip to hafitn the taking 
fSfriiMll Mthiy'^and-ftcntityof fuchof the coiiii»if^ 
liPlierr«4iall ^ mi the:place, in (Udi manner na 
>JMi'doiht*^ithe^CMBnifaM^ra bt the late fiffmers, 
Ail(te^gl^«»Har^tlMn4lhnce imdiUr^^ LoixU 
ft^ilatt>ttiiik£t^forTdibe9«Auai ctinying on of tho 
intentions thereof; forafmuch, as the defaolta'abd thol 
MA»ri4lii^»'\«iii<th^may:lDrppeii coficeming the fame^ 
ntfy- t#iid C0k|s Ms^efl^s difirivintagB^ as ipell aatQ 
the lofs of the intended farmers. 

I am, your lordihips 

moft faithful bumble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

•jSitC^arljK Meredith and Sir James Cuff are not 
to enter into the fecurity, as your Lordfhips will find 
by the commiflion. 
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To the Lords Juftices. 

My Lords, London, Dec 18, 1675. 

YOUR Lordfliips of the 4th inftant is received^ 
I had begun my journey this week, but that I 
c6lild not get the eftabUfhment complMted, fomo lit^ 
tie qnefttons artfing thereupon* I hope, in a day of 
tw6 more, to get it pQrfe^ed 1 but Chiiftmas draw* 
ing lb near, I fliall ftay the hcdidays here, and after 
tiiey are oTer, fet forth, fo as to be at the fea<-fid9 
befer6 the full nuion in January, I have enclofed. 
coj^es of the two petitions of Sir John Tottie, toge- 
tfa^ with the order of council theiieupaii^ TbeA^ 
be}hg read in council, t made a brief ^narrative ta 
his Majefly of our proceedings in the imatler of the 
city of :DuMin. I alfo ai)^aiffted ^^is Majefty that 
Sir John 'Tottie and Mr. Philpet h^ endeavoured to 
^^S^e^ iberiff Sands, iNfft^n Ihtriff, to head 19 cor^ 
porations, and ^at 'iSsinda -had delivered ^this upoti 
oath befbre the privy eoUHitM of Ireland i npon which 
a warrant b^ng ifllied Id aj^prehend "Sir John Tottie^ 
he fled into England^- My difi^ourfe bmng eiided^ 
Sir ^ohn Tottte was Heard what be could fay, ami 
did not find one privy eduncil Ipeiik |be leeA word iif 
his behalf, but were alt nnMi^Miis intbdir oonfenta 
to the order. I hope ihDft f roubkfoiaae people wJAi 
now bef ^ c^aiet, and th^-dty, for the futurei, coatimHr 
ittperfeft repofe. 

Sir Hn^ KTiddletoi^ clied fo vety fmoij diat mjr 
fteward #a9 Aia to futtHA monf ifbr Ms bvrial, 
which I delire your Lordfkrp^ wJll diie^ to be fttlfr 
M put of Fir Hugh Mkttflet6ff*s pay. I mb, 
Vonir Lordflifjps ' 

moft faithful btMkle f«miM, 

ESSEX. 
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To Sir William Temple. 

Sir, London, Dec 21, 1675* 

IH A V E been kept, much longer than I believed 
* I fliould have been. That 1 have not troubled 
you fo often ^tb my letters is, becaufe I have no- 
thing to write which is pleafing to me. The perfoa 
whom you engaged to my friendflup, hath not proved 
^ faft to me as I might have cxpeded ; and, indeed^ 
your abfence hath been of great diTadvantage to me 
therein, there being aiwayy two of my ill-willen^ . 
whom you know well, and theytipre I npcd npt name 
them, who influence hiqa jn all things relatiiig to 
nqrfelf, and the goyernimeoc under my diarge, which 
caufetfa great ruggednels ii) ^1 that I haye to do. 
The prindpal matter here depending now is the new 
Iftting the farm, for which hi? Majefty in perfoii 
made a batgaiii, much ^gfiioft the liking of thefe 
i^en, and it hath fince received feyeral obftrudions ; 
but I, thinking it my duty.tD fvpport i^ 9s far as aii 
hone^ man ought, di^ie being an agreement, under 
his Majefty's £gnature,' bav^ heeo adiye to bring 
ittOtt contlufion, only 9dding:fome covenant^ there- 
unto, 'iprfaich might better bis Majefty's profits, an4 
preventja^y inc<Hivenien<;e $0 bis feryiice, in cafe ^ 
failure (hould happen when they ar^ pofle^ed of thf 
levenulQ. ,1 60 not wsjell knpw what the iflue may be, 
liorjim very^ folicitoi^ for it, bejng confcipus I have 
performed my duty tberw.. However, this bufinefs 
^ath 4etaiqpd pie fome mpatbs, and will yet keep 
Die three weeks longer, fo as after Cbriftons I hope 
jto refura/ifllo Irelaiid. 

Letters 
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Letters yefterday from Dublin give me an account 
that all your friends there are well. I am, with per- 
fed truth and reality. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX.. 



To the lords Juftices. 

London, Dec. ax, 1675. 
My Lords, 

I HAVE received your Lord(hips of the 13th of 
December. As to the matter for making the 
farmers receivers his Majefty's ofEcers, it was the 
beft expedient I could think of ; and for the taking 
fecurity of them, to anfwer fuch monies as (hall be 
received after Chriftmas next, muft be left to your 
care upon the place. Truly, I fear, the delay in 
concluding this grant for the farm» will be very in- 
convenient ; if the bargain be compleated, jho 
new farmers will lofe by it, if otherwife, his Ma- 
jefty's revenue will fufFer ; but in that ftreight and 
ihortnef^ of time, I conceive, no other than employ- 
ing thefe officers coiild be done. The prefent fer-^ 
mers here have aftually received 15000 1. and have, 
as they aflure me, fent pofitive orders, that payment 
be made in Ireland. I ihould be glad, before my de« 
parture, to fee thi« new bargain either abfolutely per- 
fcGtcdy or quite broke ofF, fearing that an incertainty 
in the revenue may produce ill effe&s in the govern- 

nicnt. 
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tnent. Hoire¥cr» I hire not been wanting in* iajr^ 
ing all the inconvenienciet before his Majefty, and 
oflfering fuch remedies as do occur to me. I intend^ 
God willing, to begin my journey about the jth or 
6th of the Best month, and ami 

Your Lordfliips 

moft faithful humble fervant^ 

£ S S E Xi 
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To Mr. fecrctary Coventry* 

Sir, London, Dec. 2ti 1675. 

PErceiviog that the lord Treafurer and the lord 
Ranelaghdo defign to draw as much money as 
poffible they can from Ireland^ and employ it in En- 
glaiid, and forefeeing that this will caufe not only a 
Hop of two months pay to the army at Chriftmas, 
but hasard the payment alfo of the Michaelmas pay, 
and bring divers other inconventencies on that poor 
couBUry, and tho' I hope no diforder will thence 
cnfue, yet, in regard no perfon is called to thefe con* 
fuluttons but the lord Treaforerj the lord Ranelagh^ 
and myself (who have vigoroudy^ but in vain oppofed 
all thefe advices) and, that upon experience of their 
praiSkes, I do believe they will father thefe councils 
upon me, or at Jeaft fay that I was Confenting^ and 
very probably will endeavour in the artHy of Ireland 
to divulge this, thereby to render me odious to them : 
I do therefore leave this letter with you, as my intire 
friend, that you may produce it at fuch convenient 
time as may ferve for my juflification^ and as an evi« 

dence 
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dence that I have not failed In my duty towards the 
King my Mafter, but, accordii^ to my confcience, 
have counfelled him that which I conceived was for 
his profit and fervice. 

The difcreet ufe which I am aflured you will make 
of this and the other paper, will eternally oblige. 
Your moft faithful, 

moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



To the Lord Fitzharding. 

London, Dec. 30, 1675. 
My Lord, 

IH A V E received your lordibip's of the 27th in- 
ftant, and am very ready to give my aififtance in 
all your concerns, particularly in this of the 200 1. 
which I (hall not fail to reprefent as one of the debts 
his Majefty is to pay ; and on the diftribution of the 
money upon this new farm, I (hall not be wanting to 
urge your cafe, as in all other things I (hall do your 
lord(hip the beft fervice I can, being moft really. 
Your Lord(hip's 

moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 
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